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Sunday, January 1st, T 9 91 ■* 


Memorandumi 

'. ^ * -<■ ^ 0 ’ 

A little cool but otherwise glorious, the sky looking 
so wonderfully blue after so many dyys of clouds and rain • 
inere s lots of talk about high winds blowing things around 
in the Mewlberia - ew Orleans area duing the night but everything 
wa3 peaceful enough up this way • Snow and rain seems to have taker 
over from Hatteras to Maine, leading me to assume the 
weather left much wanting in the Lyme area as 1851 took over 
but I hold the thought blue skie3 may return there on the morrow • 

Hhat with all the Mew ear's Eve travel being talked about 
on the radio, it was noteworthy that Joe and.wife headed out 
for Conroe and J hn Wenk for Shrefeport along about 
dusk dark last night • I am always 

impressed by the tim^s they s elect for traveling when they have 
a whole week to choose from for getting into the big road. 

J» H . at supper invited me over to sit out 1850 
but I declined on several grounds, including the f a ct that I 
thought he and Celeste both deserved at least one night without 
guests for a change • Another reason and a very good one was 
based on the fact that J, too, always look forward to a 
quiet Mew Year s Eve and I really.enjoyed my solitary vigil And 
today has been equally pleasant and quiet for I never saw a 
soul outside the half dosen or so plantation folks passing this 
way to extend season '3 greetings • 

_ 

. 1 made the most, of the unexpected calm to 

knock off quite a few letters in response to Christmas and 
Mew ]ear s mail • I thought the letter from Mrs» 

Moore called for a prompt response by way of congratula ting 
her on the recovery of her grandson and, of course, 

I wanted to get a note off to Helen to decline her 
invitation to the Texas concert • J think she probably 
doesn t realise that the town in Texas that 
sounds like Hatchitoches in pronunciation but is spelled 
in a fashion I know not, —something like Machadoches, is 
really quite remote, if one were to journey there by 
bus, requiring one to take a two or three hundred mile 
trip, probably via Shrefejtort, to reaoh a point which 
is straight west from Matchitoches as the crow .flies but 
endlessly ar away as the Greyhound journeys • 


JOURNAL OP FRANCOIS MIGNON 
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Aa I listened to Background tonight and heard Ed. Murrow 
and hia CBS news associates, gathered in HewYork to diagnose 
the state of the world, I found myself wishing that two people 
in particular might be tuned in, —need I name them as little 
Miss Lee and J. K. Kennedy. Somehow Ifelt both would 
find the program excellent, with the former applauding 
much that was said, the latter finding much to appropriate by 
way of policy. Later on tonigh I shall canvas the air waves to se 
if I cannot find the program being re-broadcast for 
I could listen to it again with profit. 

< , , \ •' *« ' * 

But just as the world of nations seems oddly out of joint, 
so the family pattern of people seemed to be, too. This 
morning June called fromAlexandria to say that Dan had been 
stricken and she had a (feeling it wasn't serious but thought 
she should advise the family he had been taken to Cabrini Hospital, 
J. H., who by all rights, should be having the family 
look after him, was impelled to get into the big road again, 
only two days after he had been all mixed up in another 
Shreveport fandango onFriday. Celeste went with him a 1 though 
, she was feeling rather more grumpy than of late. 1 hey 

found Ban furious that anybody had reported him as not being 
up to par and I reckon June will catch it from him 
in c onsequence. °• H. said he was alright and would 

probably be out of the hospital today or tomorrow. I 
asked no questions but assumed that perhaps it wa3 merely 
exoessive Hew Year's High-Jinks last night that 
caused the move • I never saw such a collection of grown-ups 
leaning so heavily on a man whose health is so precarious. 

l , 5*. !; ! ~ !. . iO Z ** K • • ' • •• l) ■ • 

J got around to explore some more Christmas packages 
today and discovered Daisey in the Dell had sent me, — 
you couldn't possibly guess, —another fruit cake. 

I haven't any idea how many fruit cakes Santa pushed into 
your stocking tltis year and assuming there weren t enough 
to last all season, I shall put this one which I feel 
«. instinctively is a good one, in a package on Tuesday 
at the aame time this memo goes forward. If you 
should be already 'sur-charged with fruit cakes, ju3t 
dispose of this la test one if you chance to know anyone who 
might have use of it. I find it a crime to toss such 
t ingredients out but at the same time 1 hestitate to cum up 
my friends if they have an excess already to hand. My 
thought is that if each of us in turn makes an effort at 
Passing it along, it may e ventually reach someone who can use 
it, hoping the while that by some trick of fate,it never gets back 
to the original donor* I shall leave the envelope 
for this memo open for tomorrow's, and may its eventual arrival 
find little Miss Lee getting 1951 getting itito 
its proper stride....... 
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Monday, January 2nd, 19 50. 


Memorandum 


Another day of cool, bright weather and tonight '3 
moon is glorious. 

Failing fairly sure' I wouldn 't be getting many 
visitors, if any, today, I started out by emptying 
shelves and armoirs in the bathroom which, being as long as Yucca 
wide, g a ve me lots of opportunity t pile things high and 
in such heaps . that when the hour approached 9, I had some 
difficulty in leaping over the mountains to get out and 
on across the fence to a cup of coffee where talk was of the 
chit-chat variety and of no. interest. 

As I headed back toward this side of the fence, I noticed 
a car at the side gate • 11 urther along I ran into Ann and 
two of her children, a girl a bout5, a boy about 4. Ann was lookin 
for some plants and we walked about, selecting what I would dig 
and box for her on Wednesday. Ihey stopped here for a 
bit of chat, interspersed by the children coming b a ck and forth 
from feeding first *>mmet and ^rwiu, then (*randp a , then Dot and Das 
and it was approaching noon before they left, but before they 
departed, the little girl had to go to the bath room and her mama 
h a d to accompany her and how they negotiated the place, I, 
for one, shall never know. 

.it. .. , g V , O . r . v j 

• ft 

The clerk passed this way shortly thereafter for a quick 
glass of port and thence to dinner where 1 though I 
recognized a man as B a n but it turned out to be somebody else. 

. 0 

Returning from dinner, I tried to get a dab of new 3 but 
wasn't getting far when Del and Harry Chockley, bringing another c 
arrived. Hiey had driven up from Lake Charles to say 
Happy Hew Tear and both ladies had to go to the bathroom, Misere. 
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« Li- i 

'Saylor wines and so on, > 'I: 

^iey didn't get to' St, Petersburg and Moscow last summer, — 
only to prance, Germany, England and so on, what with Del having 
had the measles at the wrong time, I suppose Del must be 40 
which seems old enough for measles, 

" ■ 

I roupded up J, H, at the store as tltey were leaving, so the\ 
would have a chance to wish him a Happy Hew Year, and after we hat 
them Goodbye, 1 scurried to Yucca with a view to getting order ou’ 
of chaos in the bathroom* She 'phone, however, was ringing as 
I entered and before I had gut Carmen off, somebody knocked and 
it was Blythe and Miriam who 3taid until nearly supper time• I'm 
glad to say they didn 't attempt the bathroom, 

V 

Jit supper, before J, H, and the clerk arrived, the cook asked 
I had heard from anyone regarding the health of ^an Henry, 

I replied that J, H, had told me last night he was alright and 
that I had thought it was he whom 1 had seen when I entered 
the dining room at noon, &he said she had been at the 
store abound 8 this morning and had heard J, H, talking with 
the^General inBatonRouge, telling him Dan had difficulty with 
one hand and that his mouth was drawn to one side, u hat one 
does and does not hear from the Denrys a^out the Henrys would 
fill books, 

I didn't hear from Irma Sompayrao Willard tonight, 
leading me toassume 3he may have already left for Baton^ouge, whei 
she will stop for a day or two before pushing on to Richmond 
eng f Vriginia n each, via Williamsburg, and thence to Manhattan 
which, the last I heard, she expects to be at theWinslow from the 
pa 22nd, 

Well, 1,3t^illard just called. If she doesn t go to 
the inslow, she might go to the Patun House, Lexington in the 

if 3 ' ie isn * 011 Lexington or *■adison, she isn't sur 
errrrrr t Ahh hhhkkhhhMunmmnmmm . 
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Tuesday, January 3rd, 1951. 


Memorandum 


Clear <.and cool, in the 40's, with another freeze promised 
for tonight and more clear, cool weather just ahead, 

~ H '' 

It is pleasant to be aWle to eport that my b c th 
room is in order again even though there were no people today 
to get lost in the place, 

Jean O'Brien’s letter, giving an account o Dr, Witt's 
sudden flight into the Congo, certainly carried new 3 of an 
unexpected nature, I shouldn't have supposed that 
lady doctors would be moving into that unsettled area 
but it j its t goes to show how little I understand ibout 
such things, I should think a re-reading of Dr, Miller's 
volume, if she mentioned any towns, might present more familiar 
names these days, now that we are getting such a lesson in 
geography with every newscast. 


Over the coffee cups. Celeste mead me the prolonged 
note tliat was penned on Kay's card to her at Christmas, She * 
mentioned she would be staying at the Bluff until late January 
when *unt Willie and her nurse would be taking off for 
California to be present at the wedding of one of the girls 
whom Irma and Parley now c all their own," Kay remarked she 
would be on crutches until February She also remarked (that 
on Aunt willie's birthday which is omorrow, she will be 89, 
nothing was mentioned about what means of transportation will be 
employed from the South Carolina ba3e to North Hollywood, I 
assume it will be by air. That would somehow be right in line 
with Aunt Willie's inclinations, I am sure. 


I saw J, H, at supper. He had spent the better part of the 
day in Alexandria where he said Dan wa3 doing alright but 
was a little groggy, h a ving just had a transfusion. He said the 
paralysis of his face and arm had been corrected and that he was 
alright in so far as the 3troke was concerned but there is 
some bleeding, internal, I gather, for his liver and kidneys 
aren't in perfection condition. Such reports don't seem to 
offer a very clear picture but I am willing to accept whatever 






■ >u 
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J, H, says without asking anything for he certainly 
has enough to worry 3 bout without me pressing on any point, 

Pat and Juanita B,, --and child, I suppose, 
are expected hack from the Rio G ande tomorrow, I believe 
they drove to Houston Saturday night, picked up 
Eugenia there, and thendrove on to the Valley which is a six or 
seven hundred mile jaunt by car and I suppose they will be back 
tonight or tomorrow which represents quite a lot of travel but 
they don't seem to mind, 

Lloyd appeared unannounced at dinner and departed 
shortly thereafter, I asked if he might be heading for Baton 
Rouge, as I had heard he was going back there for the present 
semestre, He seemed to think I had lost my mind, implying 
he would be going in any direction but toward Shreveport, 

I asked if John had returned to L, S, U, and Lloyd said 
he had as that institution opened today, I take it the 
n'ew semestre will get going later in t he month, 

1 am delighted % to be able to report that I having 

a nocturnal visitor under this rooj/l and I'm hoping against 
hope that it may be Uncle Israel and that sooner or later we 
may establish a somewhat more intimate get-together, 

He usually announces himself about 2:15 in the morning 
and lingers on until from 2:45 until 3 a .m, Except for 
brief pauses, his knocking continues in a five point 
pattern,—two knocks, followed b a second's pause, followed by 
three knobks, repeating after 2 or 3 seconds, and then 
repeating without interruption, save for the pauses at 
a three quarter of an hour's stretch, 1 'he knocking is 
clear enough but not unpleasantly loud, in a volume that 
might be e voked if one tapped a table with his knuckles, not 
with any intention of summoning anyone but merely 
drumming away as one might attempt to recall a half forgotten 
rhythm, Instead of Uncle Israel,.it.just could be 
a rat playing croquet with a pecane of the floor g bove but 
this s eems to be ruled out on two or three grounds, First off, 

I doubt if there is a rodent in this house, what with ample 
supplies of Decon about and Grandpa to discourage such visitors % 

I have heard rats on a frolic with pecanes and while the noise 
they make in the still of the night approaches the rumble of 
thunder, there never is any measured cadence that I have noticed, 
It is certainly too early in the day for the woodpecker to be 
tapping and it isn't wayward secretaries, 1st on their way 
home from the honkey-tonk, There aren't any bl a ckbirds this winte 

J U \ e l $ entl U tapping at my chamber door". 

And so I hold tight to the theory that it may, indeed, be 
Uncle Israels ghost which will afford me great pleasure if I 
can only succeed in enticing him in, don't you thinks so,,,,,,. 


frut] 

Wednesday, January 4th, 1951, 


Memorandum: 

Sunny and cool all day so that the ice didn't melt 
completely on the big pot. Clear and cold tonight 
alt ough the thermometer will not sag to last night's 
low of Rid forgotten a iout Hotel Carlyle on upper Madison, — 
perhaps 72nd or 73rd Street, until tonight's 
news mentioned Mr, Kennedy occupies 7 rooms on the 
34th and 35 floor of that caravaJiserie, I recall you 
sent me a little clipping a number of years ago, 
indicating jshat our favorite pianist was appearing there 
and, if memory servies I dined there one night, decades 
ago when Nancy Allard the Barbara Hutton Mdivanis 
were pausing in Manhattan on their 'round the world tour, 

What 1 remember most vividly about the private suites 

at the time was the remarkable whiteness of 

the walls and the remarkable brilliance of the red 

in the draperies that looked like taffeta but 

<surely couldn't have been, The whitness was 

the wh, iteness of chalk, jihe red that of ribbon on a Christmas 

wreath, 

I don't know why I was surprised but I was surprised 
whep I le arnexL cju .the late news last night that 
the President had broken off diplomatic relations with Cuba, 

I have never understood just what our Cuban policy has been 
in the first place and I have neve understood the 
Castro highjinks following his ascention to power, I 
think some kind of a revolution in Cuba was long overdue but 
when they exchanged Batista for Castro, it appears the 
Cubans were jumping from the frying pan into the fire. 

How Castro ever thought he would be getting anywhere by 
dumping his richest customer, living right next door, 
in favor of another customer, living thousands of miles 
away and notorious for never paying her bills, is beyond 
my comprehension, We shall have to support dictators in 
South American countries for generations, I suppose, 8ince 


Christmas 


I 









/ 
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I Call 
where 


see no way for Democracy to operate except in countrie: 
the middle and lower brackets of society U a ve at least 
a measure of education which isn 't the case 3 outh of the bon 
But with all the headaches awaiting us, it seems doubtful 
to me we shall have any with a dictator so remarkably 
inept as Castro. If a dictator isn't benevolent, he 
generallyis concerned with feathering his own nest but 
the inexplicable thing about^astro is that he appears to 
be bereft of benevolence and, so far as 1 can make out, hasn 
even been shrewd enough to fix himself up financially • 

The poor Cubans, in spite of and because of all this 
Castro excitement, still find themselves without & y 
of the enefits of their overdue revolution and 
one of these days they will have to undertake it dL 1 over 
a9 a ^ n » only on the next go-round, they are going to 
start off much poorer 

According to my radio. Dr, *mmet Irwin is tonight 
addressing a Citizens Council meeting in 
New Orleans with only about half as many people 
in attendenc e as on previous occasions % And 
speaking of that gent reminds me that his Christmas 
card this year seems to have puzzled people» 
inside is a conventional Hep py New Year and 
Merry Christmas while on the front of the card is 
a picture of. his place in Mississippi, -Darwood- 
on-the-Jordan, and beneath the sketch is 
this legend i 




*End of an era, 


.Au revoir .* 


As the house on Darwood is not a nte bellum and 
really nothing more th a n a modern, non-deserpt shack, 
everyone is trying to make sense out of 
this legend, wondering if it means that 
t Lous iJi-Emmet is giving up his camellias or 
whato He has always complained it is 
difficult to get people to help him in anything 
but his attacks on folks of color and perhaps people 
in Mississippi aren t rushing in to dig ditch for him 
a n V faster than they are in Louisiana 


miM 


I got so much work done outside today that I 
to be fairly sleepy tonight and think x shall 
onUe morrow. 9 ,, t.. 09 m V 3el S against 


e 

_ ___ or 
usy r daV 




"the goose" referred to in the Hodges 
letter i3 a big 20 pound green gourd with 
a neck so curved as to look just like 
a goose. 
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Thursday, January 5th, 1952. 


’(emorandum: 

b,'; ».o ••sPOii > 'o: i ■ ■ . \ c *t» ■; .« \i\ 

Cloudy and50-ish. Warmer '■and damper on the 
morrow. 

2 he snapshot was taken inside Lhana this 
afternoon by Carmen's nephvw, here with his wife, from 
Los Agngeies. 2 he wife is in the picture . I think 
you may be able to make out the dishrag doll likeness 
of the Reverend Jesse Shore. I think the lady's name is 
Mrs. "inslow and I believe she blots out Madam Shore although 
you may be able to make out a little of the dfyed flower 
arrangement Blythe made between'the Reverend and la n inslow. 
Perhaps in the upper center of the picture, 
you may be a ble to make out a little of the Big Bad Wolf, 
fashioned from the inside of a dishrag gourd, suspended from 
a rafter . 

Carmen had a sister who went to California a long time ago 
and raised quite a family , J gue 3 s all of the children 
worked in the movies and the man who was here today 
grew up with one or another of the children who 
later emerged into stardom, perhaps MickeyRooney, or some such. 

ri 

or a number of years now, this man has been entertaining 
on an airplane that transports people from Los Angeles 
to Las Vegas. H e plays a piano on board, sings and 
encourages the passengers to do a dab of dancing and, 
probably , encourages the flow of champagne. I think 
it is only an hour and ten minutes for the flight, after 
which the plane and crew returns to LoseAngeles 
probably binging b n ck passengers who have already done 
all the g a mbling they want to or can. I know 
nothing about the enterprise but somebody opined that 
it might pay the Las Vegas gambling houses to sponsor such 
a trip for potential customers by way of getting 
them softened up into a reckless gambling mood before 
the plane touches •evada soil . 

"I ; • • C", ■ • t ; ' i 

Obviously there are so many different ways of making 
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aliving and this Los Angeles-Las Vegas run on 

the Champagne Trail would be one I wouldn't care for. 


U^[J 

Friday, January 6th, 1951. 


It was nearly supper time before they left, 
and after supper Ann Britton came down to pick up 
some plants I had dug for her. It was dusk dark and 
when she raised up the b a ck of the station wagon so 
I might sling a big armful of nandinas inside, I didn't see 
the corner of the elevated b a ck section and came down with 
a bang on the thing, putting a fine goose-egg just 
above of left eye. it staggered me but didn't knock 
me out a nd tomorrow I shall tell e veryone wlio a3ks what happened 
that I got hit by a beer bottle at the local honkey-tonk. 

I aiti comparatively alone on the plantation tonight, 
what with Celeste staying in town with some of her girl 
friends while J. H., who is supposed to be 
relaxing at home is on an overnight 

trip to Hew Orleans . With his life at stake because of his 
• heart condition, it is remarkable how little sense 

he manifests in conserving his strength 

t. * • . • 

I got a chance to send the reading machine to town today 
and made the most of it. I reckon it will be gone about a week but 
even so, that will be quicker service than sending it 
to B a tonRouge. 

I ate such a scanty supper, not being hungry at the time, that 
I am at this moment b a king a n Irish potato in the 
* 1 ancient Dutch oven and Phall soak it in butter of 

the home made variety, for which I am indebted to 
Del Chockley who brought me a grand gob of it, together 
with a loaf of homemade bread, cheese, of a pleasant 
persuasion and 3ome marvelous ham, not to mention some 
remark a bly fine cranberry sauce and such like. If 
I go to 'bed hungry tonight, I shall have nobody but 
myself to thank. 

I was amused but kept a straight face this morning when, over • 
coffee cups, Celeste said she w as surprised last night when J. H. 
had remarked a bout the impending added penny tax being 
engineered through the Legislature, that since 
the politicians were going to get themselves more money any¬ 
way, he was glad it was going to be through a sales tax. 

All big money, of coitrse, f a vors that most unfair of all taxes, the 
3ales tax, since the money comes not out of the rich but 
the poor I didn't bother to murmur anything more than 
a polite "0h n . ^nd now I must do some work and then 
consult the Duf'ch oven........ 

( _____ : 


Memorandum : 


Cloudy, with occasional sprinkles, and pleasantly mild. 


1 didn't find the lady returned from town by 9 this morning 
but le Pere Antoine passed that way and I was glad to 
chat with him for a moment. He is very impatient for 
summer to get here. He says he is glad the lesser prints 
at the local church are transferred every three years and 
that he will be enchanted to be moved some place up 
North, preferably Philadelphia. He has never become 
interested in thi3 commmunity and dreams of 

a big city and much more income I cannot help wondering if he wil 
any more contentment elsewhere. 



^ • R. returned from Hew Orleans this evening. He 
said he bbd stopped in Ale xandria to 3 ee Dan whom he found 
a little groggy, having just had another transfusion. 

I missed Father Calahan who came to call on me this 
afternoon. I suppose he heard my typewriter and 
I suppose I heard his knock but I never responded. I 
must give him a buzz on the morrow. Ezra and Olyte 3 pent 
must of the afternoon on my front gallery and back and forth 
to the store. They were putting a light in the avant-cour for 
me and rigging up a switch from the- door of my boudoir to control 
the light. Naturally I went to the door a couple of times when 
I heard knocking but finally got it through my cranium that 
they were poundingaround with.the wires, switch, e tc., and then 
later when I went out to see what progress they were making, 
they were just coming with supplies from the store and said 
they had encountered the Reverend Father who had 
reported he hadn't been able to acta response, reminding me 
of the racket that I also ignorefy.whcn a brisk breeze from 
the south sets the gourds to tapping from their suspended 
places along the gallery. 

1 o.m vaguely disturbed that after cutting off all current 
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to Yucca this afternoon, Ezra and Olyte discovered a live wire 
on the oallery leading to the old ship lamp above the bench • 

It is puzzling to realize that with & 1 current leading 
into this section of the garden cut off, there is still 
a live wire. I shall have a .Valley Electric expert investigate . 

I was in the library of the big house yesterday and everythii 
seemed normal enough, I had entered from the gallery. This 
afternoon 1 had occasion to go into the dining room from 
out of doors and although the gas in the dining room had been on 
all morning it wa.s quite cool there. I had to step into 
the library for a moment and was impressed by the pleasant 
warmth of the place. The contrast between the t emperatures 
of the iwo rooms impressed me for the library should have 
been much cooler. I went to the far end of the room and discovert 
the gas heater burning merrily . I asked the cook about 
it tonight after supper. She said that so ar as she knew, nobody 

had been in the library since a week ago last 

Tuesday when Sister had lighted all stoves upstaiwr^-^^Jn^^^f^^ 

to warm the house, she supposed, and had sent a s i t flfif n&'upstdi'rs 

while the whole family was here at dinner to turn those 

upstairs off. I assume, as does the cook, that 

at the same time the heater must have been lighted in the 

library and there fore has been burning throughout the 

past 10 or 11 days• 1 asked the cook to say 

nothing about it to anyone for worrying J. H. over such 

a matter would most certainly beunwise although 

he would take it in his stride. Once before, ^ guess 

it was last Spring, some of the Eenks were here for a week end anc 

left on a Sunday morning, leaving the west bathroom heater 

upstairs going full tilt and a couple of days later the 

place was blistering when somebody passed that way. Such carelessi 

rjrm i «/i I- iih A h ... . ^ a -i-i. — i t- . . _ i 


in the 
the 

such 


V 9 *7 - 

were here for a week end anc 


requires check-ups henceforth on 
provoked at such doings • 


part, I guess, but I'm 


peace£yme"°.V!l er weekend begins and may it be one of 



Memorandum: 

8 and a half inches of ain in the last 48 yours 
and it is still sprinkling. are promised 
only partly cloudy skies on the morrow 9 however • 

1 ortunately, it has remained mild in the thermometer 
section which one notices readily enough when one steps 
into water over one's shoe tops and is impressed by 
how much colder it is than the air. 

e 

Sister and daughter blew in unannounced on 
Friday night . Among other things, ihe brrouglit 
three bushels of rare native iris, described 
as a present for me. With the iris garden under 
water, it will be a couple of days before they can be 
transpi nted. &he explained that if and when she sells 
her house, she wants tote sure she has her best 
things here. That's what makes it such a 
personal "present % I gather. 


£>he also brought a hundred ail’d twenty five 
dollars worth of Cane River pic orial plates which 
were not a present since 3he wanted me to give her bnck the 
money she had paid for them several years back. /lice people , 

• 

Ora called me this morning. *he said J. H. u illi a ms 
had told her of being in Hew Orleans last Thursday 
with a. H. Henry and how alarmed he was when it 
became evident that J. H. Henry could scarcely make 
the block and a half they tried to walk from their car to 
some place. t>he felt anything might happen any time and 
wanted to tell me that if ever 1 contemplated a 
move, no matter how leisurely or how swift, there 
would always be a welcom mat out at their house which I 
thought very kind of them. 

1 went next door a bout 11 this morning to deliver 
a fruit cake and to pick up a sandwich, what with J. H. 

. and Celeste breaking bread this noon in Alexandria, where 
they would meet the General and wife and Eune and 
then go to see R a n at the hospital. It is said T)™ 

.. u* wprovmg nicely, having lost blood because d of 
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a fistula but that he will be alright again as soon as 
f l*'i a3 r had a da b of surgery. Celeste said, casually enough, 
that 1 shouldn t wait for them, for supper since some 
group of ladies in town of whose society she is a member, 
are h a viny a 9ay supper in town tonight and 3 he 
hoped ^. “.and she might enjoy themselves there. It seems so 
odd she can t realising that pulling all over the place is 
the worst thing for v. a . in his present situation and 
that relaxing at home the best medecine. 

n n dr ° ue doU3U to Alexandria yesterday noon to call on 

nan a nd had a big dramatic episode to report. According 
to her Story, she was driving along a bout 30 miles 

a s'l n ', + Ur l ier at that a P ee $> —when a truck in 

front of her kicked up a stone that cracked her windshield . 
making it a very expensive trip for her “he told me 

IIIi a .n° U t l l* be /° r t su PP er * in a different version, she 

reeled it off for . d, a t supper, and this morning 

before she left for home, she handed me still another 
account. Her daughter chimed in during 
that recital a nd told me how fascinated folks at their 
house had been the other night when Mama was telling 
them a bout the pet snake I had trained to stand by my 
gate asking if she might see it. Sister didn't seem at 
d-Ll p Ha Bed by this wild tale^ wide up out of 
whole cloth, and 1 told the daughter 3 he would have 
to get her Mama to point it out to her as I couldn't 
see it.and that as a^matter of fact, this was the first 
vime -<■ had ever heard of it. Sister volonteered it 
was a terrible thing when people couldn't see things. 

What a bag. * 

. „ La h a t, Wee *> stopped at Hot Wells, near *oyce, 

j or a bath and pickedup some folders and a map 
wh ich, believe are of no particular interest but 
I shall enclose one or two now and then for you 
° at \ / bother to preserve them. It seems to 
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Monday, January 9th 


Memorandum 


Clear and cold with ice this 
tomorrow. 


morning and more ice promised for 


I wasn t particularly surprised .this noon, along 2 bout 
twelve thirty whe, in answering my 'phone, I heard 
the voice of the " ocket, calling from town. 

1 «’ » V 

She and the daughter and son-in-law of Hell Sill spie were 
journeying toward Hew Orleans. Hell is staying at 01d“onita, 
taking care of this couple's offspring while the^ocket shows them 
the Crescent ity. It is this couple, I beliee, whom 
Carolyn visited when she went to Lima, Peru. 

I thought she looked as well as usual &he said she had spent 
Christmas with her borhter and his family in Houson. 

She brough±-me a fine bottle of wine which I opened and 
a pretty solid kaki shirt which I didn t open because it 
already was which I didn 't understnad and did not inquire about. 

» * C ** * 

She said she had been at the gardens yesterday and that both 
Mr. and Mrs. Hodges were doing much talk about their next visit 
over here . She felt, even as did I, that the 
new wife has just about the same amount of imagination, 
perhaps a little less, as the husband Perhaps that will make for 
a happy union although it does seem a'pity somebody in 
the family doesn't have at least a little. What I shall never unde 
stand is how lr. Hodges had enough in the first pL ce to under¬ 
take the g r den and then, apparantly having expended it all in that 
effort, never was able to get the thing to jell 

We walked a bout the place for the benefit of the two guests aiu 
chatted only long enough for a glass of wine as the t revelers 
wanted to get on their way in order to reach New Orleans before 
night. I suppose they were successful in this 
since they were gone before 2 o'clock, but on 

sedond thought, they probably didn't make it before dark since it 
doe3 take a bout five hours, l guess. ^ 

. I asked how the movies came out, —those taken last 
autumn for the Wo Id of Clementine Hunter film. She 
said they all turned out wonderfully. u he asked me how the 
artist liked the pictures she had sent her 
of “iHie's wedding and I said the artist, the last I 
heard, which was last night, hadn 't ever seen them. She said she 
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Tuesday, January 10th, 1951. 


u s < 


had mailed them a couple of weeks before Christmas, directly 
to the artist. Well, perhaps. 

t, H 

She. asked for news about Kay and Aunt Willie and I 
told everything I knew. She said she 
was going to write them both shortly m I said,"Good", 
but did no add that I, thought it was'too late. Perhaps it really 
isn t but 1 inclined to think it is. 

» * 

At, coffee this morning I learned that last night's party 
in town was darling. I asked for »o details but shuddered a 
little when I leaned that J. H. was going to Alexandria again today 
.to consult with Pan's doctors a bout that patient. If they 
could only look after the real patient, —they being everybody , - 
it would be wonderful. 

In family matters, one of «/', M.'s greatest virtues gets 
pretty close to being his greatest domestic vice. He never 
fails on leaving the supper table to invite the V e nk to 
go over to his house during the evening and if theyfail to 
put in an appearance, he returns to the big house and gets them . 
Once everybody is there and the TV is playing in the front room, 
o. H. takes a magazine and retires to his bedroom in the 
back where he reads while those in front chatter above the din of 
the program. *nd because nobody ca> get on with Sister, there 
is always a rumpus and I must say I don't blame Celeste 
feeling resentful that she has been left "holding the bag", as 
it were. And there was a rumpus on Saturday night, accordinq to 
Celeste, which probably e xplaini Sister s declaration 
on Sunday morning that Celeste had attacked her. And J. H. 
goes right on reading beyond earshot. 

► i 1 • • C ** ' ' ** ■ * s J 

It was nice hearing from James and especially 
that he and K-ay a re in telephone communications., 
suggesting the present separation is merely 
a temporary visit to a relative while leaving the husband 
behind because the husband will not accompany her. 

• 

„ , . J av ) 9l a d to have A unt Willie's departure date for 
Califronia, enabling me to know when to cut off 
correspondence in the direction of the Nluff• I suspect 
much of her traveling is due to boredom at home but 
more on that at another sitting 


ft • • 


Memorandum : 

Clear, with ice this morning, and the promise 
ofno ice for tomorrow morning. 

t 0 as . • f.L •: :\ • • ft ,s W 

The surprise of the day came in the form of 
a package from Marthaville, a hill billy community 
northwest of Natchitoches, second only in hill billism 
to Corum. The cancellation mark was the only 
indication when the package had come. It contained 
a neat book, still in thepu lisher '3 wrapping, 
without the publisher's name, and it bears the title 
of Planet iuRebellion". It Itas pretty end 
papers and I believe an illustration or two. 

• 

Accompanying the book was a hand written note 
to the effect that in view of my interest in a 
book explaining The ood Book,, as voiced in a 
December Cane River Memo, here might be the one 
I sought and the note was signed• "One of your readers" 
or some.such, —withal friendly and with a l indicative 
that somebody else had read the column and prob a bly had 
missed the whole point of the thing, efen as had 
my friends of color who had brought me the pecane money 
for the glasses. 

With Marthaville being about as far from Melrose as 
a Bible-slapper is from me, I cannot but wonder 
at the identity of my readers, and e specially in 
that quarter. 

ft” . J-, *■ 

Across the fence this morning, things 
were quite bright and gay. There was a luncheon 
and an q fternoon of bridge at the Country Club. 

J. M. journeyed to Alexandria, returning late 
this afternoon in time to go on to Natchitoches to 
a bank meeting, I can't find in such programs anything 

l UTuVJJ but perl,apa 



warn i 
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I am glad tUe Friars' testimonial dinner 
to Gary Cooper was broadcast nationwide tonight 
for Gary Cooper always struck me as quite a nice 
guy and a dinner in his honor probably interests 
lots of people who otherwise might h a ue to choose 
between hill billy tunes or Bible splappiings. 

As nobody is ever satisfied, however, 1 find myself 
wishing I had heard more, not about a dinner but 
a breakfast, for tonight's boradcasts indicated 
Mrs, Roosevelt had breakfasted with Mr. Kennedy. 

As the laconic statement g a ve one to nderstand 
she had broken fast.with him, * assume she 
joiirneyed to where ever he is staying, —the 
Carlyle, I suppose • The only other reference 
to the matter that * heard was that, on le a ving, 

Mrs. Roosevelt h a d stated they had not talked 

politics. Assuming this to be true, —and 

it is pretty close after Sunday's peace making 

efforts of the President-elect at patching up 

things with the warring Democratic forces in Hew York, 

one my deduce, I suppose, that since politics did not 

come up for diseusssion, something else, such 

as appointments might have been served with the second 

go-round of coffee. Surely Mrs. Roosevelt 

would not be concerning herself with F. D.R. junior's 

possi le appointment as Under Secretary of the Mavy, 

for the children always took care of their own business. 

And 30 that leaves the hope that possibily the talk 

centered around an appointment for Mrs. R. herself. As 

site is only 7 5 or 76, being Mrs. R., she is bound to 

h n ve energy enough »to hold down at least an appointment 

tltat otherwise wouldrequire a dozen Democratic ladies haj 

her age. It will be interesting 

to see what, if any, nomination may result 

from today 3 conference. Someday perhaps 

the lady will write a memoire covering this era and then 

we may learn what was *on -this morning '3 breakfast menu. 

I was amused by the account of the I. S. *illard 
leisuriiness in keeping theBaton^ouge 
appointment ... 


Wednesday, January 11th, 1951. 


Memorandum 

■Lheremomcter in the 50's with plenty of blue sky 
and tonight there are still stars peeping out although it 
was supposed to have rained. Perhaps the damps will bejinfi) 
later on or tomorrow. * ™ 

Over the coffee cups this morning, I learned that 
Celeste called the lady^doctor last night to attend 
to i j. B. Be complains of feeling very tired with pains in 
his arms and he doesn't sleep readily. *ith all he 
has to worry a out, the absence of sleep seen is understandable 
enough. He should have remiined in bed today, of course, 
but a little after 7 this morning, he was on his 0 ay 
to Alexaiidria where Dan's operation was to take place, 
o. B. got back about noon and reported the ope ration a success. 

Shortly after sunup this morning, I had 
a private funeral for Grandpa who died during the night. 

He was so fat and fine, his jet black coat so sleek and he 
.was so gay all afternoon. He u>as;» 't hungry at supper time 
and when he mee-owed a bit, I realized he had i probably 
had an apetizer of Decon—ed rat. Milk is the only thing 
thought to counter-act such poison and I got some down 
him with difficulty before bedtime but sometime during 
the night his soul flew off to Heaven a nd I laid him to rest 
under the magnolia with Bmmet,Erwin, Dot and Dash 
joining me as mourners although I must say they 
paid scant heed to the services and gave every impression 
of what the spade that was digging the~grave turned up rather than 
the purpose of the digging. I h a ve put out word for 
a new-Jr^andpa forthwith, hoping, as always, that the next 
nay fare with greater luck. 

• » * F4 *' s ' 1 • j 1 1 1 . 

I got around to unpack the pictorial plates 
Bister had returned to me last week end. 01 he admonished me that 
she had chedked over them carefully and that there were 36 
and no more and no less. I counted 39, several of 
which weren't pictorial plates at all As -, 
a customer 3he is matched only by companionship asa 
something to be skipped whenever possible. • 
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P, S, I hope Miss Lee will not put her own 
program in jeopardy by being stood up by the 
Chaplin- 1 * illard non-dependables . 


fouf} 

I hursday, January 12th, 2951. 


Carmen"Called today to elate quite a tale 
about ^ick "inslow and wife, —the nephew who took the 
Polaroid picture here a week or so b a ck, On Saturday, in 
the rain, the Winslows headed for Baton^ouge and Hew 
Orleans but before reaching the former place, 
a car traveling q uite fast in the rain struck them 
head on, demolishing their car utterly but not 
injuring them fortunately, especially as the w ife is 
expectant Their Cadillac was beyond repair and 
so they rented a car for their return to Los Angeles and 
will busy a new vehicle when they get there, 

0;V:' i \y r| ^ "ACu i#* '?*•*»,. ‘ *. 1 

I ait puzzled by the smoothness with which the first 
day of school went off at the University of Georgia, 

It has been heartening to listen to various 
Georgia Legislative.members and the surprisingly sane 
stand they have taken to the introduction of two colored 
students. But Athens, Georgia, is in the hills and 
if I know my Georgia crackers there will be rumblings 
and rackets before many days have passed , 

And even in the brackets of people vhose parents before them 

have graduated from the cracker class will be exerting their 

influence, —ohildren and gandchildren of the Blythe 

Rand type who for generations have instilled a 

feeling of superiority into their offspring, —citizens who 

quite civilized in their , own racial groupls who suddenly 

lose their minds when confronted by color, 


who appeal 


I was gjad to hear tonight that this afternoon's 
Louisiana Legislature voted down the Jimmy Davis bill to 
add an extra penny to the State sales tax to fight for spearatc set 
Of course, the''overnor was merely using that reason as an excuse 
to get more money to pu more dead heads on theState 
payroll, For a while it looked as though he could 


i w. »; % tcntgkt 


Memorandum• 

Cloudy qnd warm, -U tried so hard to rain all 
day but hasn t succeeded as yet, 

creat was my delight today to discover a message 
from Lyme, It was so nice to catch a glimpse of 
.little Miss Lee and to learn how things were turning. 

That there should have been a message from 
across the fence concerning the Manhattan visit of 
Hez Chaplin was interesting, /fez was here on Ghristmas 
night when the Millspaughs took pictures, I 
had anote fromToosie, by the way, saying the pictures 
came out beautifully * I was caught in 
a Christmas jhirt that resembled a checkered 
tent more than anything 1 can imagine, and naturally 
the interiors of Yucca were a study in shambles, 
b ut if amateurs want to do that kind of movies, 

I really don't care, Toosie invited me to come in 
to view the thing but, as you may readily, I shall 
do my best to spair myself that pain, 

Ihe morning's post also brought a letter from 
barren Ogden, sending me, —and 1 know not why, the 
color shots, exterior and interior of Ghana, which 
Car^jj/n must have delivered to him a_long time back, 
b/ttsff &hy he didn't send them to her, I cannot imagine, 

Carmen called me about 8 this morning . .As 
apreface, I should remark that in November there is always 
much talk about preparations being made to round up in¬ 
gredients for fruit cakes and inDecember much talk i bout 
mixing up the stuff and baking sake, and at Christmas 
there is much flurry about presenting a piece of one 
as a gift. This year, even as in many years before, my 
Christmas gift was trough to me, about the size of a 

postcard and a bout three quarters of an inch thinck, _ and 

this in pite of articles I have written trying to discourage 

fry.it cakes. Well, the morning call came through 

and a voice, slightly crest-fallen, remarked that she had seen 

Celeste at a board meeting at the old Lemee House 

yeshrda, and tl.at CelesJ Lad to Id torTLlftl,, her 
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Fridays January 13th, 1951. 


the fruit cake and that she had sevrved it to some 
Oj Ucr jneiids cold tliuij it was all Derfertlyt Hn-niinst 

to “f* ”• 2iZ T:ilV ay 

quite different reasons. Of course, I could be J 
wroyg but it does seem to me Celeste used mighty 

P al 0 rai^i e T n ^ f n tUe second P lace in telling about it, even 

out the stuff . 3l mi P , 00 so much*of 11 that ^ disfiin 9 

peace lasted but a day. It was too much to suppose 


+ h m n ■ , , "uu muon no suDDose 


» 

rm my 


tint S* f ll PP in 9 ot'out a/ie"/i adorn seem/to suggest 

I recnlV J* tUat Shri,,i U SUng on ana on and on. As 
ecall, they were going to have it open last summer hut 

'iZlft foil CU / re “ t 0lip ? ins «°'°n'fsuV,Itat?Vt Here 

pilgrims * a V/'i™ 3 ™ i. b ’/° T l V>cy 9et J roun<1 *» welcome 
pilgrims. as James pointed out a year or so aao it 

seems odd' they are denying themselves income by fiddlina 

around so long in getting'preparations made for / 

the opening gun. J 

» -- t * 

mornU,a° U -/j h tf J J/LHn <?'"V 9 " *' - 1 ™* night or this 

" jj! H « «■* ^ Ssleste lining d%7e Vi* Vi?hcipital, 

c ymg all the way, she explained to me this mornina oi 

he 1*3 so lacking in consideration of her. I don't * becaU3e 
know about his hoart condition but ho is cortaUill suff.rino 
from exhaustion but whore or how ho is going to 3u U sr "' 9 

tifnr ca i m ‘ peace and ?“>«*. 1 know not.' Having had 

TfsottZUVd- “-V 

as the height oj lolly 3 . To mo, a f least, ay morni " 9 mo 

pulling up and down the road alien worn out is a poor 

ih HHVoZeTcVfstHhe^HJeHTt ^ ard ' 8 S* H?h 

me greater relaxation mi'nht r, ^ 1 ,l £ “ scc *> it would seem to 

**e*9i*4art9i*9in9nto9*n wi ^ e 

Returning to the present Manhattan visitors, I certainly hope 
^ttl+ Mias Lee has _ . __ M P * 


Memorandum : 

Mild and drissley all day although only 
an inch and three quarters of rain fell, none of which we 
really needed, what with last week end's 8 and a half inches. 
But the slowness of the pitter-patter enables the 
ground to absorb it readily enough and the raising of the 
watcrtable will stand vegetation in good stead, come 
summer. 

h • 

The postman brought me quite a nice collection 
of letters, including.an air mail from Lyme, dl of 
which reposes securely in a. armoir awaiting the morrow • 

<. ■ * * 

Some busy-body 'phoned the General, telling 
him that v. H. had had a heart attack and wa 3 in the 
hospi tal. Tfxe General dropped everything and, picking 
up his wife, headed in this direction, arriving shortly 
afternoon and going straight on to town m It is 
ture, of course, that v. u. is hospitalized but 
in about the same condition he was last Sunday when 
the brothers met inAlexandria. 

I did not see Celeste today, as she remained in 
town last night and never did come out today , ■ She 
must Uav talked with the cierk, however, as he told me at 
supper she -jas taking the General and wife to the^ountry Club 
for dinner • t 

• 

It would have been helpful if she had called me to 
give me some notion as to what plans she had in 
mind for housing the-aton Rouge continguent. u 

having no neibs, I lighted heaters in .the bg house 
and the house accossthe fence, what with both places 
having been dampened by the humidity and .the cool 
of the air. I also lighted garden lamps and 
rooms in both houses, for what with the moisture having put 
puddles all over the place out of doors, the dainty feet of 
the ladies would have been distressed, had they decided 
to do some puddle-jumping. 

A little after 8, I called Pat to ask if he 


























\ 


From the Francois Mignon Papers, M-3889 _ in the Southern Historical 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


Col lection, 
TO 


r 








imhvi. 


10942 


xreoi 


i •.* - 

\ 

knew anything, de sail he understock Celerte 

the 3 itin-d'ji'ijs people out for the evening but 
sill he 'nl bopel to keep J. -i. 


had 

didn't knois 
the 


■shere. sial \-%l hope* to keep f. •<. in 

hippit-il'for over the weekend but didn’t know if.he could 
succeed. He said if his exhaustion could be eliminated, 
the patient would probably be alright. If he wouldn't stay 
put, however, it might be serious. 


I am. fust 
cutting off 


ack from making a round 
and lights in the 


the heat 


of the two houses, 
big house and 


gardens, and to ching the ga3 in another room across 
the fence and leaving the place well illuminated. I 
assume everybody will tay next door but if_they don't 
the temperature,and absence of humidity in the big house will 
be comfort a ble enough, following the drying out process of 
earlier in the evening. 

» 

I had quite ai exhausting morning chasing a bunch 
of cows who got into the gardens when somebody left the ront 
gate open., Why, 1 know not, but they all were determined to 
be-take themselves to *hanai and the Ghana garden, after several 
of the cowboys and x had, chased them out of there, was 
well churned up, —following the 11th journey 
back and forth through the parterres. I assume the animals 
may have been from the Montrose hills where they seldom see 
consequently quite boistrous when they find themselves here 
bottoms. an<i they are adept at hiding in bamboo hedges and 
clusters of bushes% all the while sampling greeneries 
with a vigor that ynaks whole plants, like 

cape jessamine, slap out of this 3oft ground, with just one 
toss of the head • 


people and 
in the rivei 


V 


i was of course soaked and chilly when noon came and 
acorodingly I took a hot bath .and relaxed for 
a while, sampling g few pagesof"Advise and Consent" which I 

iSWln$ x tti in mini. 

This abundance of characters recalls x olstoy and, as in his novels, 
so, perhaps, in this one, 1 shall get some of the people better 

fixed in mil mi.ii W inJi m%% 7* «. M » a. • • 


p. s. * 10943 1 

as I finished this memo, a 'phone call 
from town reported J. H, as having spent the 
afternoon at the Elks Club where he is always in the 
ha it of going for cards • 


Sunday, January* 15th, 1951 

t 1951 • — 



Memorandum: 


Clear with a cool breeze keeping the thermometer 
in the 40's. 

t J • * 

The best thing about Saturday was the enjoyment it 
provided through the letter that x rrived on Friday. 

It is so exceedingly pleasant to catch glimpses of the 
holidays and to learn of some of little «. 

MiS3 Lee's innumber a ble activities • There was 

poignency, too, when one ponders on the point that 

a bull in a china shop probably doesn't pause to 

consider the value of the crockery being upset and 

the persistency of the mule in not giving an inch when 

even the slightest gesture might make things so much 

happier all around. One is bound to hold the 

thought that each may soon begin manifesting some imagination. 

Of all the points. touched on in the letter, 
the one regarding the status of Lestan's Yucca stationary was the 
most touching for a variety of » reasons, the thoughtfulness 
exhibited the keen, ess of estimating 
present supplies, etc., etc. In viewof the 
condition of o . H.'s.health, one wonders if a 

small quantity could be ordered at a time, that is for the preseni 
for it is beginning to get low, and, then, if the present 
cloud of uncertainty should be removed, perhaps another box might 
be kppt in mind for early May . 

j4s for the week end, it was unsettling . I learned 
for the first time that J. H.'s trouble is the wearing 
out of the elasticity of the muscles, especial ly those around 
the heart. He isn't getting enough oxygen • The 

condition of the muscles cannot be improved but further deterriorc 
can be stemmed, it is thought, if he remains in bed for 
a month, then proceeds at vastly reduced speed, avoids emotional 
strain andsticks to a diet. He should eat nothing contai ning 
animal fat, — pork, gravey, butter anything fried, 
all sweets $ etc., etc., and I joubt very much if he will 
agree to stay put and if he will pay the slightest attention to 
his diet ... 
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The G. G.'s, having come on Friday, were here 
on Saturday, of course, and lister came, and J. H. 
came down from the hospital, spending the day in the 
office I know not if he would have taken things more quietly, 
getting in a nap, if there had been less family. Stange 
to relate, and I think this struck everyone as odd, Celeste 
gave a bridge Marathon at her house during the afternoon. Sister 
and Madam General declined attending and so, when Blythe aid 
Joan came to see me they came along over here with them. 

Blythe's brother, Mack White, of h ake Charles ha3 just had 
a heart attack, a former one having struck him several years back. 

The General and wife. Celeste and Sister drove in to 
the hospital where J. H. remained. At supper on Saturday 
night, he told me he would be back and doing on Monday morning. 
Always bright and gay, he makes me wonder sometimes if he is 
indifferent about his future. Madam General 
remarked to Celeste that some people wondered if 
she, Celeste, realized how serious is J. H.'s condition. 

iv l fr V *. \ • * . ‘.i, ■ 

v, 'Hi v - ^ ‘„V * 

I breakfasted with Sister and the General who later 
came over for a chat and this seemed odd, for the 
coversauion was all about his brother, Robert, in Pineville 
and his curious ways. The batonRouge andGhreveport contingents 
left today before dinner. Celeste wanted to run down to 
Magnolia and so she and I ate alone, —about an hour 
later than usual. All the Mcnrys will come this next week end 
and may the patient be better. He is 
making plans to attend a QottonCounc il convention in 
Memphis the following week. One.prays 
the Lord and lives on faith from day to day. 

t <. * 

At pinner this noon, Celeste was bubbling over with 
delight and gratitude to little Miss Lee. Somebody 
at the bridge Marathon had had a note from f!ez Chaplin 
lo/io.auid she had fallen in love with little Miss Lee and that the 
latter had taken her to the mo3t delightful French restaurant 
and that she had simply fallen in love with 
Celeste ' s friend. 

Last night I heard Invitation to Learning 
do Aristotle's Politics and was pleased to hear Edith 
Hamilton quoted ilext Saturday they do Antigne and in the followin 
symposium they concentrate on the A/utobi o graph of Benjamin 
Franklin I hope we may bothJiear all of them. 

i ^ • * ?>. i t 

And so beings a new week, the happier the prospect because 
of the shafts of sunshine from Lyme...... 


Hx> fclGf] 

Mondcy , January JAth, 1951. 


Memorandumx 

\ 

Fair and mild. 

I was perfectly delighted to find a 
registered letter from Lyme in today's post. 

Today's post wasa little behind time and 
the day’s secretary a little ahead and so I 
have today's post lockedaway in the armoir and 
shall,relish the added anticipation of 
exploring its contents in the morning. 

v. H, and Celeste returned from town by mid morning. 
I saw J. H. in his office, chatting with him about 
. percentages in sterile cotton seeds and speculating 
what all the various spraying might do to 
render all types of seeds non-productive. 

The point was to talk about anything that would 
avoid ai y reference to his health. I was surprised 
to learn that pe cane trees which are sprayed with 
different chemicals at different times of the 
year for different fungus, insect and blight enemies, 
cannot be sprayed within a certain number of days prior 
to tf^e maturing of the crop be-cause, for some 
. avenue unknown, the poisons in sprays applied too close 
to maturity tend to find the meat of the pecane. 

At supper time, J. H. walked slowly over to the big 
house. He ate hogshead cheese and pork backbone 
stew, smearing his grits liberally with pork gravey, con¬ 
stituting a bout the worst possible forms of fat possible. 

I said nothing, naturally, knowing full well that 
he knew perfectly well how / felt and he, tacitly admitted 
. as much, volonteering that he thought the doctors all 
off the track in denying him such food. It is 
my understanding he expected to spend the night here. 
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Tuesday, January 17th, 1961, 





Referring to your last week's message, I 
wanted to th a nk you for the suggestion regarding the 
use of a silver dollar and cold compresses for 
treatment of a goose egg, I had never heard of the use of 
the dollar a nd am glad you mentioned it for it seems to 
me the perfect thing for helping get things b a ck into 
place when used in connection of the cold compresses, 

I am so dumb n bout such matter, I need to be reminded 
of them and thank you for doing so, I have an ice b a g 
and ample supplies of ice but I must confess I 
never thought of putting same to use, having employed 
anasperin intern lly instead, »I have 

"beau" dollar and I m certainly going to make use of it 
the next time 1 give myself a similar lick, 

. Tou mentioned Annetta Wood a nd I think I have 
never met the lady although 1 may have a long time back, 
figured in the Natchitoches scene before my 
time, being something of a contempoary of Celeste and 
her college years, 1 believe, Annett a was a remarkably gifted 
instructor in dramatics, I believe but what 
she has been doing in New Jersey all these years, I 
know,not, —perhaps teaching, — and, the last 
I heard, she had never taken up matrimony, 

Like little Mis3 Lee, find myself daily en¬ 
chanted with what hear about appointments 
to the in-coming Administration and I am holding 
the thought that re-broadcasts of Friday's ceremonies 
may enable little Miss Lee to view same on the TV screen, 

I have no doub1{ the radio will give fulsome 
coverage, too, and I shall make it a point to get 
as much of the whole business as possible, 

, co\ ct i i' : , II • 3 •*» v 

I gained much excercise today in working 
the good earth, transplanting crpe myrtles, cape jessamine 
and such like so that I feelpleasantly tired physically 
tonight a nd shall probably sleep like a top . 




Memorandum : 

Fair and warm as a spring day. We are 
promised more for the morrow. 

Thirty billion approaches to express my delight 
would fall far short of the adequate for the delight 
I found in yesterday's letter from Lyme which 
I got around to explore and then re-exp'lore this 
morning 

\ *1 i * * I m 

As little Miss Lee so cleverly touched upon the 
greenery, so I, too, have in mind seeing what 
can be achieved in celebrating an Arenbourg birthday 
which will, among other things, include the rounding 
up of some sta.idard plants for which I have been hoping 
to discover and cultivate, undertaking the latter at 
Ghana to get them well stared before transplanting 
some a\Arenbourg, For some time ■*- have been 
casting a boi.t for the fruit bearing pomegrantes which 
are so much a part of old Louisiana, hey used to 
flourish in yo many old gardens, tududing Madame 
i ubin-Rocque s, but the ploughs have somehow 
eradicated them all, and the catalogues do not 
list them any more. I h a ve written Mr. Hodges 
on the subject and have put out feelers in 
t other directions and it is grand tliat greenery will 
beget greenery and the comb . ation of L yme and 
pomegranates somehow seems so ideal, somehow, 

Momeduy 1 must do a Cane “iver Memo on the subject, 
from the Aapeof Porsephine or Rroser ine down to 
the reference to the pomegrante in the Mrtfyday 
of the&nfanta and I am so happy to think 

that little Mi ss Lee will , be traveling along this very special 

• 

I must say you put your finger right on the 
spot when you remarked upon the similarity 
between Nes and her local girl friend, »hat 
has always impressed me in this area is the number 


K t * 


* -V. 
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of indi iduals seemingly cut to almost the 

identical pattern in so many details I'm inclined 

to believe this 4s in large measure based on the 

fact that all of them retain in maturity many 

of the superficial attributes, usually implicity 

in a ten year old child, Because they have a code 

of good manners, they tend toward universal politeness 

to everyone but especially to those whom they know least and 

they lack the ability to know anyone very well, c3pec ial ly 

the majority of people who, happily, are not like them, 

A child of ten has a capacity for affection about equally 

distributed among dolls, dogs, dresses and human beings 

and so, having never having really lived, they have little 

capacity to love anyone with the possible exception of 

themselves and they are insulated against an 

a b3cnce of love of a ; genuine depth from others because they 

maintain such fathomless reservoirs of artificial fluff 

to fill in the gap§ of their existence, X guess J 

know from 15 to 25 such people in the Parish which 

strikes me. as a very high average and impells me to wonder ij 


[pfbjj 

Wednesday, anuary 18th, 1951, 


strikes me. as a very high average and impells me to wonder if 
I simply failed to see the same percentage in other places 
I have lived, 

The little nightlight. gadget fascinates me 
because I suspect it incorporates some advances 
in the use of electricity that haven't received any or 
at least not very wide publicity, Used nightly, 
the thi8 is supposed to consume 3 cents per month at 
average electricity rates and the thing is supposed to 
function perfectly for at least 5 years, It doesn't 
seem to register the slightest bit of warmth, let dL one heat, 
I have never before encountered anything electrical before 
that seems to give so much for so little, It 
costs from a dollar to a dollar and a quarter, Blythe 
received 2 as a gift. She gave me one in the 
original wrapping from a White Plains gift shop. 

That was in September and immediately order a couple 
by air mail, having little Mias Lee in mind, I never heard 
from White Plains, Then, from B a rtford, Connecticut, I 
got the name of the great corporation making the thing 
andwrote the UewYork main office, I never got 

where I finally secured your3. The store had no more but 

threaten to get a further supply. It d l seems so odd 
Again my thanks for a wonderful day,,,,,,,, * 


store had no 
It dL 1 seems 


more 


e but 
odd. 


Memo rand urni 


A lovely spring day which one relishes while it 
lasts, knowing full well another variety of atmospheric 
conditions may well be following on its heels, 


•• V -- ■ W y ^ V V I » 

conditions may well be following on its heels. 

Everything was lovely over the coffee cups 
this morning. It is tr\ic that the lady in the hospital 
is doing rather poorly, what with the medecine she 

is taking for one thing is upsetting something else and 
she experiences nausea frequently, Such factors 
somehow seem to pale into insignificanes, however, since 
there is a party at the Country Club this morning that will 
last through the noonday meal and continue throughout the 
afternoon. 

Sometimes I marvel at the world in which I seee so 
many re n ctions that appear so different from what 
I should expect, J, H,, of course, dined with us at 
the big house and supped there, too, *We had 
spare ribs, all adrip with grease, at one meal and 
he ate heartily o them. One cannot help wondering 
if there is an intentibnaleffort to batter down 
his own life expectancy or if, like an alcbholic, he 
cannot resist the things in the food line that a re the 
worst for him, ‘lhe cook apologised for the 
amount of grease in the pork and wondered if she couldn't 
substitute something else but w, U, said he was going to eat 
pork as long as he lived and didn't c.re what the 
doctors said, He is going' right ahead with 

his plans to attend a Cotton^ouncil In Memphis week after next, 

in the mean time, he walks very slowly and obviouslyispossessed of 

scant physical energy. All his associates 

give much thought to hiji condition and I suppose 

his wife does, too, but makes the most of 

the Country Club to keep her spirits high. 
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Thursday, Janttayr 19th, 1951, 


* What with the weather being so mild, I 
got busy in the gourd trellis section, where 
the weight of last season's crop had broken down supporting 
upright, letting the b a mboo cross sections over head 
sag almost to the ground. In former years, there 
has been such an inexhaustible supply 
of b a mboo to draw from that materials have never been 
wanting. The crush of the birds in the hedges 
last year, however, set back the b a mboo 
growth so * am preserving the material from 
last year since a new growth to be g drawn on will 
not be available until next year. It was 
so pleasant diseng a ging the structure, piling up 
the sound poles and making way for erecting a he a vier 
framework for the trellises themselves when they 
cna be put b pack in oYder again. It seems a 
little early to be giving thought to such details 
but planting time will be here before one has an 
opportun ty to turn around. 

• * * 

A letter rom somebody in llorth Carolina mentions plans being 
made to get some farmers there to plant 35 acres of 
gourds this season. This sounds like quite 
a project and little' do those farmers realize 
what they are letting themselves in for but they will 
discover as the season progressed. 

'the hour is 10 and Mrs. talker just called 
from the office. The office is working over time 
because thcTimcs pr esses broke and the tintcrpr ise 
i3 publishing not only its own issue b t that of the 1 imes 
as well. 1 am astonished that Charles, after having 

been so difficult in the past, should want to 
make sucfy an appeal . * 

fi % su o «s aV'. r. • x. o * « i * z i o <1 ij \» t • • -> i • 

Mrs. Jalker wanted me to listen to a letter to the editor 
by on Whittington, formerly of *' at' hitoches, blasting 
the Davis administration in general and taking 
a few digs at the J ack V, ^rittoNS, among other things • 

the letter, 1 believe, will cause quite a stir in many 
quarters . 

SS y ... 


Memorandum • 

- 1 . ' _ * . ‘ , . , ' • ■ •* 

* t i 

Fair and cold. 

It doesn't happen too often that radio gives 
so much space to a description of weather conditions 
on the East coast-as it has tonight. Washington 
got the largest space, of course, because of the 
snow that seems to be gujjming up tonight's pre- 
inaugural festivities. With the official forecast 
indicating tomorrow's high in the C ap itol at freezing, 

I find myself hoping the participants in the doings may 
escape the chills. As for the parade, it would seem 
those who will be marching will be luckier than those 
sitting it out on the reviewing stands. 

Queens boro ujh is also reported a s be'ing in a snowstorm, 
as reported in the news flash concerning the 
Mexican air liner disaster in that area. I must say 

I found everything about this news bulletin depressing. 

• * 

I am wondering if we 3hall be hearing a news flash 
concerning some Soviet gesture within the next few hours. I 
not ce there has been some talk of late about ^ussidi tracking 
ships being stationed in the Pacific, suggesting 
something aerial is in the offing. Perhaps this 
will^be merely a repeat of what is said the Kremlin 
attempted to engineer last autumn when all the racket was 
going on at United Nations and the world was told to 
expect something big on a certain day, and nothing but 
a big lot of shoe hammering act ally came off, so far as 
was reported to the world although I have no doubt 
Mr. had something up his sleeve that he 
never was .quite capable of extracting. 

At coffee this morning, I was at once surprised and delighted 
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Friday, Jafiuary 20th, 1951, 


to find Celeste's sister, Celine, present. Hhe 
is so much like adam Regard that being with her is 
a double delight, what with the charm of her own manner and 
the reminder of her mother's personality, 

flic death of Dr.lorn Dooley, dthough 
not unexpected, was nevertheless on the dark side 
of the news, flext to Dr, Schweitser, I suppose Dr. Dooley 
must have captured unnumbered miaginations of peoples 
all around the globe. 

At dinner, unannounced today, Dan, with wife and one 
child, appeared, The report is that his excellent 
color has returned and that he is looking just fine, I 
was baPPy o.t supper to 

see a. H, indulged in only a few cracklin's, which, as your 
know, means solid pork fat. He did have apiece of fried chi 
but ate sparingly. Reverting to the 9 o 'clock 
coffee cups, I was impressed whenCeline re larked she found 
a, H, looking better than when last she saw him a few 
weeks back. It would be so pleasant to think that if 
he survived the hoop-la around Christmas and Hew Years, 
he might somehow be able tokeep his head above water in 
the days ahead, 

I was qu~ite t delighted just before 
dinner when Clyde Claude Emmet Davi3 appeared, bearing a 
sack with a bird in it which he said J, H, had 
sent as a present. We investiagated and discovered 
one of the most beautiful golden pheusants I ever 
laid eyes on, I suggested we 

house him in the former habitation of the young 

peacocks where he will stay for a while until, 

as v/. tl, has promised, we shall get some 

companions for this fine example ofCcod's 

handiwork in the feathered kingdom I reckon I 

shall have to get somebody to rig up a 

basset^ur, entirely covered with wire neting for 

pheasants are inclined to range widely if left 

to t heir own impulses and I should like to 

get them thoroughly domesticated before turning them 

loose. The i r gorgeous golds and reds would make such a 

striking contrast to the marvelous blues 

of Dot and Dash, 


prob a bl 
eke n 


Memo rand urni 

Clear and cold, I believe it was about 
26 this morning, giving CaneRiver some concept of 
felt like to those participating in the inaugural 
along the Potomac, 


what the 22 degr 
festivites 


I made attempt to hear what I could of the 
broadcasts h a ving to do'■with the ceremonies but 
I am hoping that the gaps in what I heard this noon 
may be filled in with re-broadcasts tonight, 

What pmsled me most about the Louisiana stations 
I sampled during the hour leading up to the 
taking of the Presidential oath by Mr. Kennedy was the 
fact that I couldn't find an ABC or a CBS station 
carrying the program , Arthur .Godfrey and 
his guest, Mary Pickford, were enjoying the two major 
CBS stations in flew Orleans- and Shreveport and the * only 
JIBC station I could get, KSYL, Alexandria, 
is a comparatively small station. I found this 
very odd. 

* 

I thought Morgan Beatty and his a ssociates, including 
Martin Agronsky et alt, did a commendable job. 

A whole series of interruptions, however, robbed me of 
much that was being aired. 

% 

I did not hear the inaugural address but I feel sure I 
shall catch up with it tonight. I did hear two or three 
prelates intone their prayers and I wasn't particularly 
pleased with what I heard. They were all too long. 

Three times at least I heard Cardinal Cushing thunder out, not 
19bl but rather one thousand nine hundred and 3ity one 
and I thought both the length of his invocation and 
the way he strung out the words bordering on the 
pretentious and inappropriate for the business to hand. 

It reminded me of a small town politician taking an 


• • • 


i • • > 
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hour to ijutroduoe a nation speaker, the crwod coming to hear 

the national figure and not the local pol tician, I 

didn t mind particularly that the Rabbi, closing the festivities 

should do a bi-lingu a l of Yiddish and English in 

his concluding sentences but as I assume God knows 

English as well as Yiddish, the bi-lingu a l thing struck me 

a 3 redundant, to say the least, 

On tonight's news, the five minute sketches I liked best 
were the accounts of the **obert Frost participation in the inaugi 
of which I had heard nothing and the account of the Nice grocers 
his wife whom Joseph Kennedy had invited at his own expense 


A very plep.3ant interlude between this paragraph and 
the hove deveoped quite unexpectedly 

when a secretary, having been unable to do any business 
with me during the afternoon when I had pilgrims, passed 
this way when returning^ home from the honkey-tonk, It 
was so nice to have the communion this provided through 
today s post from Lyme* I must sy I 
laughed in my beard at little Miss Lee's report of 
the latest esamp'le of the elusiveness of one I, S, Hilar 
I 3ah'll be pleasantly surprised too if I should 
eventually learn that a contact ever was effected. 

It was so thoughtful to let me know a bout the 
Haps burg heir f of which, of course, 1 had heard nothing 
and if i didn t do so yesterday, I should like to say 
how much I appreciated the article concerning American 
Painters in Paris, It was especially 

pleasant in that article to encounter the name of Jon Van 
which, i notice, I must have spelled somewhat quaintly, i 
now ± am going sampling in the air waves to see if I 
can run up on what l wanted to hear this morning, —— Mr, 
Kennedy's inaugural address .. 
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Sunday, Juuary 22nd, 1961 . 


Memorandurn : 

there were such interesting thermometer reading a round 
and about this week end, I believe Poukeepsie sagged t o 
30 below or some such incredible figure, It was quite 
cold here Friday njgh , Satu day and Sunday morning with ice an 
inch thick on the big pot, Tonight it is rather 
mild and the ice is all gone, This morning it was 
7 degrees colder in Alexandria than Shreveport, A mile 
high in the'ockies, Denver was warmer, today than this bend of 
tue river, it certain was a curious 
distribution of temperatures, 

The week end was peaceful and pleasant, Joe 
Regard and his espectant wife came up fromBatonRoUge on 
& Saturday remaining until this afternoon. 

This morning about 10, Juanita B, and her daugh- er 
came to see me for a couple of hours and it 
was both pleasant and busy, what with the little one 
finding lots of things to get intoi Yesterday. <. 

Juanita B, had sent me some wonderful potato soup and 
an excellent home made pound cake, the latter in a 

plastic cake dish which is at one utilitarian anid pleasant to 
gaze upon. 

We went across the fence about noon and 
had a pleasant half hour of chit-chat and champagne, 

Bee Hertsog and daughter, Betty, and B oro thy C 0 hnB hadstopped in 
from church and I was glad to have a chance to say Rowdy to them, 
^inner followed and delicious it was and everyone ill 
such a gay mood with none of the tnesion 
that marked last week end, 

- --——A — - r -i: , -ar. -4 .-*-v. -- 

i was glad to, hear the discussion of 
Antigone^on Saturday night '3 Invitation to learning. I 
thought x detected a lack of harmony- between the c ontestants 
although no transcrip would reveal such ai impression, it 
being only the inflection of the voices that seemed to indicate 
differences, possibly in personality, as among 
the three people, 

I hold t/jfi t ought that I may be able to hear 
next Saturday s d iscussion of the utobiograp hu 
do ikbpawi&e r r-ttuklgha i fmbuVki />« §fdjj/nv &# n* nd 
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Monday, Janyar January 2Zrd , 1961, 


it will be interesting to see how a chairman other 
than Dr. Dryson will handle the subject, 

* 

I heard ^owapd K, Smith do a 1 5 minute sketch tonight, 
revolving j bout the new Administration, transferal of power genera, 
not to mention the parallel of such processes as depicted by 
Shakespeare in his Richer dna Henry plays 
covering such problems a hundred year before Elizabeth 
ascended the throne, He did not refers to the 
transferal of power in England on the death of . 

Elisabeth but it seems to me , that 

bit of history is something that ought to be 

kept in mind whenever anyone is considering the subject 

gener lly and the career of Elisabeth in particular. 

Surely there were few more striking differences in 
personality among crowned heads than that of Elisabeth and 
Mary, Queen of Scots and the fact that Elizabeth herself 
had had Mary executed stands out the stronger when 
onecontemplates Elisabeth's preparations for Many's 
son, Jame3, to succeed, to the throne, There is no question 
but the succession should indeed have gone to Mary's son but 
in view of the differences between the two Queens, it 
has always struck me as remark a ble that Elisabeth saw 
to it that this should be achieved. Ever since > even, p. rhaps as j 
their time^, every ody loved Mary'ut although 
there wasn t anything particularly loveable c bout 
Elisabeth, everyone at the same time was never¬ 
theless, bound to admire Elizabeth, 


1 he accounts of Mr. Kennedy's first coupl*- of days 
in office suggests he isn't getting much sleep at the 
inception of his Presidency, Ever $i since the primaries be’gan, 
it has been evident that energy is one of 
the President's most impressive assets. He somehow 
seems to remind me of Mrs. a oosevelt and a fewother 
people we have known, let us hold 
the thought the physical envelope containing such 
powerful engines doesn't tear apart the repository 
of such gusto, I am so glad H 0 bert Frost and. the Hresident 
made a little tour of the "hite House today. As a citadel 

of power, the <>hite House has never been blessed with too many 

and i find it heartening that even as under the F, D. Rs,, so 

the executive mansion, is once more going to find 

personalities other than politicians under its roof,,,,,.,. 


poe ‘ 


Memorandum: 

Much sun and moon t no clouds, no breeze, and withal 
the lovliest sort of a Spring day, 

A message from Lyme, as of the 19th, giving 
an account of the blizzard again inundating the place, 
made me wish I might wrap up a big section of. tl*e local 
weather condition and share the same with little Miss Lee, 

!; „ . 

I find it altogether noble on the part of little 
Miss Lee to have made such persistent efforts to t rack 
down I, S, biliard. It would h ve been so nice if the 
two ladies could h a ve compared notes, — three would have been 
so many points of mutual interest to discuss, It is 
interesting, none the less, that I, S. Willard should 
have again demonstrated her elusive qualities and 
anyone, once having tried to contact her or establish 
a rendezvous can readily unde rstandwhat an up-hill 
job that isj even as Ja es as remarked in times gone bye. 

And speaking of °ames, it was interesting 
to learn from his Saturday letter that Ko.y is b-ck 
home and that *unt Willie is, indeed, en route to Hollywood, 
nothing from Charleston had indicated her final plans although 
it seems to me the 21st or 22nd had been suggested by 
somebody as being the magical moment for her 
departure, I did notwrite her yesterday although I 
usually do pen her a line on that day of the week and 
now a am glad -i didn't since I mighty just as well 
write her direct to ^iewerest Hoad instead of the Bluff, 

—~ . • . • 4- -> . . .. ' • u ■ _ 

On the home front, the pattern seems to 
follow about the usual pattern, J, H, spent the 
afternoon in Alexandria, —on business, A suppose. 

This morning °ister and her younger offspring 
blew in. They are here tonight, T believe John 
reutrns to L, S. U, for Thursday classes. 

It is said ° , H, plans to go by train 
to Memphis for a CottonCoucil on 'Thursday or Eriday 

' \ • 1 


• . 
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and that Celeste will journey thither by auto with 
J, il/illi a m3 and wife, Claudia, on 
Sunday, with the four returning by auto, all 
of which strikes me as the height of folly on the 
Part of the patient 

I was interested to learnb-its of information 
as expressed in private at the Lafayette meeting of the 
Louisiana State Press Association on Friday and Saturday, 

It seems to be ,the co?ic«?isus of opinion that 

the rea on why white children continue to boycott 

the two schools attended by colored children is due to 

the f a ct that the parents of all white pupils, or former white 

pupils, are threat ened by what is supposedly either 

members of the Citizens Council or goons affiliated 

with that organization and that there simply aren't 

enough police in flew Orleans to provide 

adequate protection for such a vast number 

of families • 

t is said further that the owner of the BatonBougc 
newspapers, which haven't always gone along with 
the current Administration, has been threatened 
with bombings, the kidnapping of his children 
and so on. Courageously, the 
owner of the papers has instructed the eidtors 
not to alter the policies which up to now has seemed 
correct to the editors, of whom Margaret Dixon is one • 

It is felt by many newspaper people in the State 
that in flew rleans, the 1 imes Picayune is 
trying to avoid any stand at all, apparantly 
hopeful that if the whole problem is ignored, 
itwill miraculously v a nish if one simply 
keeps looking the other way • This 

statement reminded me of an almost identical one on 
other problems, as voiced by Dr, Pierce Butler a decade 
or so ago to me at Laurel Hill. And so things turn 
and return and so d must get busy with some must stuff . 


ui(*n 

Tuesday, January S4th, 1951, 


Memo randum : 

Sprinkles and rain were the order of the day, 
and, as it started during the night and is con¬ 
tinuing tonight, with the promise that it will 
continue for another t&mx day, w.e ought to- 
h a ve quite a d n b of dampness. The cold snap 
that is heading in this direction generally is 
said ta .be^ sliding gently eastward so that our 
thermometer may not go below 80 tonight which 
ought to guarantee a wonderful coating of ice across the 
landscape, I failed to get the report on the Lyme 
weather but I assume it is bitter-bitter which is 
a little too much, 1 should, just offhand, say, 
in view of all the weather during the past week in that 
area• 


It is pleasant to report that our visitor of yesterday 
returned to Shreveport today ?'he son remained but he 
is always ple,a.sant and I enjoy chatting with him, 

Dan came for supper and they s ay he looks very well, 

J, H, didn't come for supper, prob a hly because of 
the chill and rain, 

A typical example bf the impossibility of 
doing anything cooperative with Sister may be cited in 
thid instance : 

A couple_ of weeks ago when she brought back a flock of 
Cane^iver plates for credit, she rounded up a couple of 
shirts and a pair of blue gen&s belonging to her son, John, which 
were in l he big house. u he asked me if I couldn't 
find somebody who could use them as John would no be 
comeing here any more to stay and, she wanted to give 
them to somebody, I said 1 could and did. Today 
she was compla ning that the laundry had never returned the 
shirts and genes, I didn't bother to 

start an argument, I simply said the laundry sometimes 
skips a week in returning all the laundry and 
that they would come later. This meant I had to round up 
the garments and shall send them to the laundry on the 
next go-round. 


At breakfast, by 
she itad^viewed^ th 


conversation, i asked Siter 
'al <jlping? _ on Ty,_ Si 


way of 

if she ^had .viewed the inaugural doings on TV. She , . 
responded that her daughter haa had the machine tuned m but 
that she had turned it off, having always been instructed that 


/ 












mm 
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it wasn't nice for women to pay any attention to 
politics , Imagine* 

% 

Mrs, W a lker 'phoned me this morning to a 3 k for the 
n a me of the Governor of Louisiana in 1861, -- 
Thomas Overton Moore, as she was writing a piece about 
Sylan Friendman playing the role of the Go ernor in some 
Centenial charade currently being cooked up I guess 
BatooRouge, ^>he remarked that, surprisingly enough, 
her husband had received. q!I offer from a wood—be purchaser 
of i-he enterprise There was at least one party line receiver 
off the hook aside from mine and so T asked no * 

Particulars , 

On a CBS pr ogram tonight I listened to an interview 
witji elena Rubenstein, of all people,, I guess 
it must havebeen growing on three decades since I had 
heard her voice, back in the old days when I used 
to sit next to her on Monday nights at the Metropolitan, 

Her voice in those days struck me as remarkably flat a nd 
her a ccent rather different fromthat of most people 
of Polish origin I h a vc known. The years seem to have m a de 
little change in the flatness and the accent, I must say. 

The interviewer remarked that she was wearing her hair 

pulled straight b a ck from her forehead. This 

surprised me, in a way, for while I never saw her wear her 

h a ir in 0 »y other way, the vanishing hairline had reached such 

an alarming statein the '80's and 'ZO's, I 

shouldn't have supposed 3he would have any left to pull 

any old way by now. In those days, what with her dark, very 

dark aNd what I thought unbecoming makeup, she never suggested 

a Polish Jewess to me but simply a pure D 

Indian squaw, It was remarked in the interview with Brew Smith 

and in the Ru enstein room, ggven over exclusively to portraits 

by famous artist, there is one by Salvatore Bahli in 

which la “ubensiein is perched on the rock of Gibraltar, What, 

if afiything, Bahli had in mind, J cannot imagine but if 

I had had to do a portrait of her on a rock, I suppose 

I might have sketched her as a member of the Flack Foot tribe astride 

astride the Bla ck Hills or some such, 

* 

I smiled tonight a bout 9 when, out of 
sheer whimsey, I dialed u atchitoch&s 3235 and, as 
I expected, I, S, Willard did not answerOnly she 
utiaht know where ehe i.o 


ill... 











Wednesday, 85th, 1961, 


Memorandum• 

It's cold. As .a matter of fact, there ought to 
be some sort of a law against the sleet that has turned 
the lawns white and started the trees to sagging, I guess 
the thermometer never got above freezing today 
and it ui 11 dip to 80 or thereabouts tonight. The 
same program ,\s announced for the morrow, 

duel a, from whom I hadn't heard since Christmas, 
called me_ this morning. She said 

she and John had been going around in circles and were 
entertaining several hundred seniors this afternoon but 
she was determined to try getting me again on the wire, having 
fai e to each me during the past couple of days. The point 
of the call v)as to congratulate me on the CancRiver Memo 
award about whi^h she had heard when she and John were in 
■few Orleans last week end. She said the new Royal — 

Orleans ho el is quite spiffy and that they 

liked the fusion of the irectoire with, the moderne. She 

had. a heap of Hysterical Ladies business to relate and 

ended up by saying she was having a portrait of me, painted by 

somebody in - atchitoches last Spring, framed and hung in 

the old Lemee House Y/ithout moving from behind 

the b~mboo hedge, I seem to hear bout myself in the 

most unexpected places, 

,— . - - •' 

I reckon the first TV broadcast o the Kennedy 
interview with the press may have been too early 
for reception by little Miss Lee, It was 
a little early for Lestan, too,* as supper comes about 
that time but I listened to the first 
halj of it and liked what I heard, I fope I may 
stumble over the balance of it later tonight when casting 
about in the air waves, —pro h a bly in theses Moines 
area f where one can fre uently pick up re -broadcasts at 
odd nocturnal hours, 

_. . v 

... Since voicing my complaints last Friday night about 


v 


. 

















' . 




- 
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the length of the prayers uttered during Friday's inaugural 
ceremonies, I have chanced upon two or three commentators 
during the past few days who have somewhat gingerly 
complained a'out the same thing, including Howard K, 

Smith of CBS and Edward T. Morgan or is it “envy C, Morgan, 
of ABC• They had stop watches, I gather, 

for they obserjcd, or at least one of them calculated that 
the sum tot c l of the time consumed in prayers on the 
occasion out-numbered the time consumed by 
Mr. Kennedy's inaugural address.. I may 

but probably shall not refer to this matter in a column at some t 
or other since 1 have no especial ^desire to start 
a dozen religious crack-pot readers writing me on the subject, 
even as did the stalwart Republicans who denounced me when 
I had the temerity to question the harum-scarum travel 
schedules of the late Secretary of State Dulles. 


Along about 9 tonight, I gave a twist to 
the dial in the direction of 1, S. Millard but 
got no response. Perhaps she is still on Lexington 
Avenue or Virginia Be a ch of the Crescent City which 
is jut another way of saying that's the difficulty 
with I. S. »illard, nobody can ever tell and 
she herself cannot anticipate one jump ahead of another. 

1 was glad a talking book came to hand today for 
I shall he glad to have something to read, especially 
if the present sleet hangs on, sealing off the 
good earth ,. The book is styled Vie Great e. B. 


and is by Cogan or some such name. It sounds a 3 though this 
liistory of the Encyclopaedia Britannica may have been 
written as a ,thesis by a scholar in hopes of obtaining 
another degree. 1 may not get 

far with it but that more ore less depends on the t eather 
but until the ice melts, 1 shall probably plough through 
some of the somewhat ponderous text, 
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Thursday, January S 6 th, 1961. 


Memorandum- 

Cloudy and cold. Some of last night's sleet 
melted but there are still broad patches of it 
all about, it will freeze in the lower SOies 

a?id l nntVtiZ ht fi* cl « ar skies qre promised for the morrow 
and another cold wave for tomorrow night. 

• 

„ Everyone on the plantation, naturally, is 
resting . Quite d few secretaries passed this way today 
u as the mail trucks from Shreveport and Alexandria did 
not make their trips today, there was no mail 
of any class. 

Over the coffee this morning, .mine hostess 
read me a letter on BatonRouge hotel stationary, mailed 
a day or two ago, and penned by little Miss I. S. 
nillard. C.e'leste said that obviously I. s. Millard 
ha got her wires mixed up a little in that 
s^e remarked that Celeste's friend in Lyme had 
phoned her several times and that she had 
called back several times but . had never established contact. 
AJter leaving .‘Jew *ork, it had occured to her that 
perhaps the calls had c.omc from a business house which 
possibly explained why, since she had always called back 
at night, she had been unable to 

reach the party . You will agree, I think, that I. 3 . »ill a rd 
might be quite right. 


As there was no m a il today, I did not see 
how the Enterprise handled the"State Press Association's 
awards but as several people 'phoned from t own to 
co.igratula te on of the recipients, I gather the 
natter was touched upon and I assume mail 
deliveries will be resumed on the morrow so that a copy 
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!L<h*(J 

Friday, January 87th, 1951, 


way be forwarded in the next mail, 

J, H, left by car this afternoon to 
catch a Memphis plane in Shreveport tonight. 

Celeste said goodbye to me this morning inasmuch as 
such will remained in town until Sunday when 
she and the J, H, Williamses plan to head out for 
Memphis by car. She conferred on me the honor of serving 
as ttrx master of the hound until next Wednesday when she 
expects to be back, 

Ann Britton called me this afternoon with no end 
of gossip, sail that her Auntie Seth 

says 'he rles nc-y buy the Enterprise • ?l e Falkers bed 
told me much last week x \ t t*the time 

it peu ? 1 : f dentiaX, Kith l a -Beaufort getting 

ft* 7 . d , rhe ' ews he." 'vrely 1 eer r-p ecd ' ■” ’an 

pa per a acrid, ,iv .Iso hat ? th < •• * err.v 

. 'V ' : w - ^rUv-r • o; 1 f-->r~ ’a, -' ey ere jig ?t v bvt 

l 9 different planes so that if misfortunate should 
overtake one plane, there would still be one parent 
left to look after their mentally arrested so.n, 

interruption. . 


*nd speaking of J, 3. "illard, she just called, saying 
she had come in tonight, in spite of or perhaps because of 
the air-ish condition of the weather «' She be¬ 
moaned havin missed you and said so over and over again. She 
supped until 11 last nigh-t with James and Kay, 

She thought 0ames had jput o;i weight and that Kay looked 
a little tired but siad everything between husband and 
wife was so happy. She says Kay is planning to build 
one house for herself and James and then build a small one 
next door foj; Aunt u illie Y/hile in BatonBouge, 
she had dined with Margaret Mixon who asked her if site 
thought I would receiver her for a long interview if she 
should come up, and, wisely I, 3. Willard said• "res, 
if you don't bring a flock of people", a;id 
so the conversation spun on and so I must fold up 






the ^thought the 
the local one,,,,,. 


Memorandum • 

Cloudy and cold tonight but there was some sun- 
shie during the day although, in spite of that, the thermometer 
never did get out of. the 80's today At 9 tonight, 

J7WL, Mew Orleans, was advising its Crescent 0ity listeners 
to drain cars, cover vegetation and wrap exposed water pipes, 

I know nothing a bout local cars, I hope local water pipes 
were covered long before this late date and, as for vegetation, 
it will simply have to take care of itself 


Joe was supposed to come i 
seen ything of him as yet and 
At 4 o'clock this afternoon, Sh 
and sleet between that city and 
planning trips outside the city 
check on the c o'.idition of roads 
Perhaps Joe.followed instrucks 
trip, I h r ve no idea how good 
snowdrifts but I should prefer 
out, were my name Joe, 


n tonight hut I haven't 
! here it is nearly 10, 
reveport wasreporting snow 
l Mallas and stated anyone 
1 of Shreveport had better 
in every direction, 
and put off his 
a *olkaw a gon is in bucking 
leaving it to others to f ind 


As 1 glance b a ckward through one short week, I find 
myself ama 2 ed that it was only last Friday the new Administration 
w a s taking over, °orae/tow see ms ever so much farther back than 
that, - 

% 

Maturally, I wasenchanted tonight when CBS reported a 
rumor that E, ■«oscoe Murrow is about to be named 
head on the information Office, I cannot imagine 
a appointment to that post that would please me 
more and instinctively 1 feel that little Miss Lee would 
be inclindd to hop right on the same band wago of applause, 

I find myself wondering if it is just this sort of 
appointment, characterising the new Administration, 
that, by giving such a different complexion to things, 
makes the past 7 days seem such a longer period than measured 















33 * 11*1 
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by the calendar. Somehow within a week such innovations 
seem to push the Eisenhower regime hack into the shadows 
almost as far away in time as that of General Grant. 

I listened with attention to what the new 
V. S. Ambassador to the U. N. had to say today in his first 
press conference. The tape recording wus given on 
two different programs, affording an opportunity to 
give it a second once over on the part o the 
listener. I thought it an excellent example 

of one person in Hew York opening the President's Washington door 
so that Hr. K. of the Kremlin might think he would 
have a chqnce to catch a jliipse of Ir. K. of the 
■ h ite House with the door opening so contrived 
as to make it readily enough opened further or close, 
depending on circumstances developing in the weeks ahead. 

My guess in that the Kremlin K. isn't going to find 
it such easy sledding with Mr. K . of the " hite 
Hov.sein contrast to doings when Mr. E. 
dwelt at 1 500 Pennsylvania Avenue. 

9 v 

I talked again with I. 3. Will rd tonight. She 
said she has a pacakge for me which James asked her to i diver. 
She assumes it to be wi ne and I assume it to be 
the vintage James ‘Spoke about a while back, although 

I can't remember now what he said it was, _ strawberry 

or some other incredible business. j told Tver not 

to worry about delivering the s tuff for it should 

be just as delectable in July as now and that there 

is no point in trying to negotiating the present icey roads. 

She mentioned having lunched in Manhattan with her 
old friend who is a sister of Fred Weeks This 
lady is expecting to move to California shortly 
and pdins to stop off in JJatchitoches and Melrose 
on her way west. 

Today's and yesterday's post came through this morning. 

I had not mentioned the matter to the Enterprise but 

somebody in that office sent some extr a tear- 

sheets of - 1 hursday's front page and T have 

put a couple of them in with the regula r issue, thinking 

with that quarter alt ough so many reports suggest 
Eleak House" .. 


*»*»»»*• 


. ft 
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Sunday, January 29th, 1951. 


Memorandum ; 

* 

Saturday's blustery weather was an extension 
of Friday's, --sleet, snow, raw winds and gloomy. Today has been 
cloudless and comparatively mild. The thermometer was 
at 20 this morning but the sun somehow thawed much mubt not 
all of the ince a bout the ardens. 



What struck me as carckpot 
Fridg's xstder intemperate weath 
that Joe blew in from Arkansas a 
There seems to have been quite a 
andTexas areas, not to mention t 
everything. »hy Joe should have 
2 00 or 2 50 mile trip by herself 
is impossible for me to comprehe 

% 

Ce este, I assume, joined th 
morning to head put for Memphis. 
Conroe this morning, leaving Joe 
by ourselves. 


in Saturday's, —or I guess it was 
en was the fact 
nd Juanita A. from Texas. 

bit of snow in t heArkansas 
he glaze of ice that covered 
asked J~uaiiita A. to make a 
in such a small car as a Folkswagon 
nd but make it she did. 

e J. J. Williamses this 

Juanita A. headed back for 
end Me to hold down the fort 


• v. 

I was particularly delighted with this week's issue of Life 
and especially with the inaugural pictures which were the 
fir t I had seen. j especially liked the 
full p^.ge one in which only two figures appear, --the 
out-going and the in-coming Presidents triding through some 
official room, the background to the figures being 
almost solid white. I though the close a# up of 
Robert Kennedy in his topper was uite gay, too. 

Last night it appeared official that E. Roscoe Murrow 
would take over direction of the nformation Agency and 
that g 1 ve me occasion for further rejoicing. 

Except for one or two rumors, the Ambassadorial 
post don't seem to have been mentioned much during the first week 
of the Administration. I suppose they will follow shortly. 

I shall be interested to hear how these will be 
distributed. 
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I. *illard 'phoned last night, She said 

she had just heard that The Enterprise had been 
sold, Mrs. i falker called th is afternoon . I 
as ed her if The^nterprise had been sold, Mhe said she 
and her husband had decided against it, I am. gald 
to be set straight on the point. 

. t 5. - •* l 

My afternoon was rather busier than had 
anticipated, Joe Henry came to see me for a while and after 
he had left, / had gone over to the Unicorn House to 
present the *olden Pheasant with a dab of dinner and 
on my way, discovered three frolicsom horses in the 
Ghana garden. Driving frolic some horses out of a layout 
such a s exists here, what with all the hedges and whatnot, is 
quite a job. First behind Dr. Miller's 

they concealed themselves in somp shrubery and thence they 
hid behind tlie African House. 1 hey .they took off for the 
big o^k in the front garden and thence to a parterre in front 
of the big house wh.ere one of them, able to turn on the faucet 
in his own pasture t wrapped his lips around a hydrant hard by 
the west , tojon and instead of turning on the faucet, g a ve it 
sucji a twist, he turned it off, the whole faucet knocked 
slap off the end of the water pipe, standing 2 or 3 feet 
out of the ground. Naturally a young geyser shot into 
the air, flooding the place in a jiffy. I disregarded it 
in pursuit of the animals and finally got them beyond 
the proper barrier, Joe H e nry who had been in the big house, 
heard the water pouring from the pipe and had come out to 
__ see what was up, Heither of us knew where the control value 
was locate to stem the flow. I think it is 

across the road and behind the s tpre or some such place • Be tha 
as it may, 1 suggested <Joe jump into his joy car and hunt up 
, a plg.'ntat ioib plumber which he did and eventually the spouting 
pipe was plugged and that interlude was finished. 

j • 

Tonight I listened to Howard A. “roit/i refer to Hew Grleans 
as fmy home town", leading one to conclude that both /lew Orleans 
and Ferriday and /fhyve claims on the °mith family, perhaps 
Feriday having been a birth place and Hew Orleans a home town. 

I missed E, Roscoe, taken over by £l a ir Clark for tonight 
at least with the simply statement that Mr. Murrow had 
gone away on service, 

And now I must get busy and do some things 1 should 
have a ccomplished at the time 1 was chasing horses • 

i 

• • + 






OfMeff 

Monday, January 30th, 1951. 


Memorandum : 

Clear skies and cold hut a promise for warmer 
weather on the morrow and that will melt what rend ns of the 
i r e, 1 hope, al though it still must be a couple of inches 
thick on the pots. 

* 

It was such a pleasant surprise to discover a 
letter from Lyme in today's post. I feel dmost shame¬ 
faced to have talked so much about weather when I contemplate 
how things piled up and piled up and piled up again 
in little Miss Lee's neighborhood. If only some of 
today's sunshine and tomorrow’s warmth may break 
through in the u yme area, I shall be the happier. 

I am indebted no end for particulars regarding 
theH 0 oseve'lt-Kennedy matters about which I had heard 
nothing. H a d I not been informed by the 
excellent explanation, I should have been qui-te in the 
dark about the whole business, Your explanation 
makes the problems so clear that I find the whole 
expanse of % quiet in that area perfectly understandable. 


In response to the references to I. S. Dillard's 
visit, 1 think I have covered the sitaution in 
previous reports which, by now, have undoubtedly reached 
your trpe hand. I, S.Hillard is r grctting 
the failure to establish contact but she will probably 
be ack in your neighborhood within a year or so 
and then you all will h:ve an opportunity to comoarc 
notes 

:i 'he day's pos was fairly he a vy but I explored 
only one letter, what with an interruption on the first attempted 
go at the mail and secondly because I wanted to hear a re- 
hroadcast of the State of the Uni 0?l speech and'so I let 
everything else ride and was glad I got to 

hear the whole oration which I found excellent There is no 
question but there is leadership at the helm now and whether one 
agrees with policy or not, at least there is something 
to be guided bye. 


U 
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I don 't reed 1 if 
Patt^ Segeloux the oth 
a Mr. v uggan coning up 
from town thisafternoo 
friend fronF'lorida. . E 

return * • fcvn, afte 
New Ur leans, as I 'leer 
tonight to say the two 
time and that they had 
of unter originals at 


I sent along a note from <. 
er day or not. She mentioned 
this way shortly. He 'phoned 
n add then dropped around with an architect 
uerybody had a nice tine and he 
r leaning here, before heading for 
ned from Mr. Millspaugh who 'phoned 
men re/>orted having a wonderful 
returned to town to purchase a couple 
t he Millspaugh 's. 


1 listened to "People you didn't expect to meet", a 
CBS program, that is aired in this area at 7:25, five nights 
a week, -tonight one of those interviewed was* Butterfly 
McQueen, no less, the gal who played Prissy in 
the ^elznick production of "Gone "ith the'Jind". She 
is in Atlanta on vacation and spoke of the endless slave parts 
she has appeared in both for movies and TV. Frequently 
on Cockran who guides the show, sums up each interview 
with some all. embracing sentence. Tonight he summed up this 
paritc lar one by saying • 

•- 

Butterfly McQueen, a survivor, of David 0. 

Selznick's March Through Georgia" 

which somehow struck my funnybone• 

1 he artist 'phoned me tonight. Her voice was so 
hoarse I could scarcely understand her It has 
been like that for several days, "it^aint in 
my chist," she explained, "jus' climbed down in my 
throat." f-umor persists that Pa is m-king 
some advances in his efforts to get Madam Pegard's nurse 
to marry him. Florence makes money and Patx doesn't 
andperhaps the artist is holding b a ck on Pa which 
naUt nevertheless, depress the artist and, for all 1 know, 

3 »"***<•* 


Tuesday, January 51st, 1951. 


Memorandum j 

A perfectly lovely d a y, sunny, 
occasional thin clouds that never did more that 
filter the sun's rays, and a rise in temperatui 
that will not slip to freezing tonight. Ice 
remains in the pots but i is melting. 


I pause to alter the Den-holme margin, 


At dinner this noon, the clerk remarked 
that this morning Zelma had reported seeing water 
oozing out of the Rand camp. A water pipe 

apparently burst and the flow 

which 


inside the house had 

of running water set off the well pump 
as some sort of an automatic devise to 
thing functioning whenever a faucet is 
Clyde Claude Emmet avis was delegated 
disconnect the pump and Zelma was asked 
Blythe • 


start the 
turned on. 
to 

to 'phone 


Naturally I expected to see Blythe tonight 
be. ore she returned home but at supper I learned 
from Doreatha, the cook, that her neighbor, Zelma, 
had been gathering pecanes during the afternoon. 

I never like to get mixed up in office 
business but I took it upon myself to call 
Zelma, asking her if she had seen Madam “and. °he haa 
not and explained that as she .did not have her number 
and as she did not have the key to the camp, she 
hadn t got in touch with Alexandria as yet. If 
my camp house were afloat, J should appreciate'' it 
if somebody would advise me. I gave Zelma the 
Alexandria number, —Hillcrest 2 - 7552, and 
she promised to put through a call immediately. I 
shall check with her again in the morning rather early 
then ± shall do some calling if nothing has gone throu 
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Of course nobody Knows how long the water has been 
flowing but as it has been freezing in this neighborhood for 
several days, one nay assume the flood may have been going 
full tilt for some tine, possibly days. Perhaps it is 
just as well some of the water has a chance to drain off 
before Blythe arrives. 

I pen these lines at 10*45 and as I see no lights 
in the house across the fence, 1 assume the Memphis 
travelers will not return before the morrow. 

My delight with the name of Prissy, — 

Butterfly McQueen, impelled me to mention it 

in print and so I stirred up an article, ostensibly about 

Matches but I merely used batches as a peg 

on which to hang la McQueen. I suppose it will 

appear a weeI from next Thursday and you will find it quite 

dull. As the name may be new to °ames, however, 

he may find it entertaining. 

The gentlemen who puryey news had a break on this last 
day of ' J anuary, what with all the doings in Congress 
to treakthe xi ules Committee bottleneck, the successful 
firing of a mistle or two in Florida and California 
and speculations as to what is next on the Santa Maria, 
not to mention the train wreck near/few Roads that spewed 
death dealing fumes across the countryside in that area• 

I was a little puzzled by two conflicting reports the 
radio passed along today. At 5:30 this morning, I 
heard a report that Dor othy Thompson had died of a heart attack 
in Portugal. At 4 o’ clock tonight, I heard the report that 
Dorothy Parker had died in Portugal • On the 
ABC news at 5:14 there was mention of either lady, 
and the same was true on /jbc at 5:30 and CBS 
at 7. I 3hall make a call to town in the morning 
to see which lady the newspapers cover. Dorothy 
‘Thompson and Dorothy Parier .have names about as much alike as, 
say, Robert Frost and Robert Kennedy and the name 
of onewhen spoke on the air is as provocative of attention 
as the other and o?ie doesn tlike tofeel ue can 
afford to lose either. 

- • 

I had hoped to do a little reading tonight but 
I find J-'m getting sleep after a day in the open air and 


think shall try a dab of slumber instead, 


U'Uri] 

Wednesday, February 1st, 1951. 


Memorandum: 

\ 

Cloudy and pleasantly mild, sort of 60-ish 
although in isolated places there are still fast melting 
cakes of ice. 

following impulse, I 'phoned Zelma this morning 
a nd learned she had not established contact with Blythe 
last night. I asked Iter if she would like me to 
make an attempt on my own hook. R/ie said she would. I 
tried and succeeded and Blythe s a id she would he up 
right away, asking me to drop by the camp if T 
found time. 

My own morning was fairly busy on two or three fronts, 
not the least of which included getting some field hands, 
inexperienced in gardening, into the proper rhyt ms. 

The Rocket called a bout Q, asking 
if she might see me and I said she might. Carmen 
called to ask me for a couple of favors and Thelma 
wanted m y opinion on a C0U P le of points. 


What impressed me most in the telephone connections 
this morning, however, was a call from Mrs. Walker, reporting 
n letter which had come to her attention, —Idid not 
ask how, informing the reader that a service was being 
established wherebye users of talk ing bo oka 
might call a certain number within zone limits covering 
anybody in any place in the country whereupon the 
number would direct a repairman to call on the 
talking book user instead of h n ving the user box up 
his machine andsend it off somewhere or other. In 
short this new system seems to be precisely what I advocated 
several years back to Federal and private agencies for the blind 
and was told the idea was good but impracticable. I 
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repeated the suggestion a few months ago and recently 
received a letter from the^merican Foundation, advising me 
the idea, not unlike that of typewriter repair men 
'Visiting offices in New ork offices, was interesting but 
impracticable and suggesting I consult ill Bridges, 
head of the A2i?» d, inBatonRougc . Naturally, you 
may eadily imagine how this contradictory notification impressed 
me^ especially as it came to someone not using a talking book. 
It's nice to know that somehow the original concept got 
translated into something workable and I don't care if 
it just chanced somebody else had the same idea as I had or if 
the original idea was mine that was eventually adopted t 
a pparantly unknown to one or another of adencies who should 
h a ve known most a bout it. As Mrs .Jf a lker read 
me the particulars, I was distracted by the appearance 
of the Socket and as Mrs. W a lker had jU3t ashed me for her 
address, --something about Louisiana Pen Women, 

I relinquished the 'conversation to them. When it w as 
done, the Rocket chatted for a few minutes. Bhe regretted 
neper hearing from me any more. T asked her where her 
m^il ever reached her and she said she was shame-faced to 
adm t she couldn't s.iy. She was to be in Lafayette within 
a couple of hours, and planned going on to Orange in the 
morning with a view to seeing the Leutcher-Starhs, and asking 
me for the proper entry and I recommended the Kleisers. 1 hey 
she was going on to Houston to see a hout some oil job 
but I given to understand business is dull. 

• • * . 

And so oji she flew and at 12 o'clock 1 walked over 
to the camp where I found Blythe. he camp had certainly been 
flooded tut Clyde Cl a ude Lmmet Mavis was fixing up 
the broken pipes. Blythe s brother is still hospitalized 
in Lake Charles, three nurses in attendance, — trombosis. 

B a ck to Yucca before 1 -nd much outside ctivities all 
afternoon. At 2 o'clock at the store I saw Pat who said 
the lady doctor last night had told him that if j. H. 
would slow up, he might get along pretty well. At 
supper a. H. was back from the Memphis meeting, looking 
pretty well, 1 believe. He was bubbling with R. E. A. talk 
a'nd personalities encountered. Be said Senator Byrd of Virginia 
had attended and had im pressed him as looking might slow and 

movements • °An^ tfius rulie^i/ tHS r a!a'^ i Kn < h nc ka^t’f/mV 1 i^i 3 
be melti g........ 





Thursday, February 2nd, 1961. 


Memorandum• 

Brizzley and mild all morning, fair 
and mild all afternoon. 

At supper, F. U. seemed quite g a y and talked 
a lot c bout the Memphis Cotton Council. He said 
that Mrs. Byrd doesn't like to fly at night 
and so she and the Senator had flown down from Washington 
<x?i d right b a ck, just long enough for the Senator 
to talk about his doubts about President Kennedy, 
the well known Byrd racial animosities and so on. J. H. 
said t-.e best speaker was a man named Barrow from Bridge¬ 
port, Connecticut, President of the National Manufacturers 
Association. J. B. would like that type of c onservatism. 

C ; n 

•j . H. said that probably all of the Bepresentatives 
of Louisiana who voted to increase the number of people 
on the Buies would lose their seats in t he 

next election. Be remarked that the Shreveport Times 
is especially upset a bout the success 
of Mr. Sam anda&xi the Administration in breaking 
the stanglehold of the old lm u'les Committee. ‘-Lhe 
ShreveDort Times went after OvertonBrooks wti o is 
from North Louisiana cn the matter. J. B. s aid he 
thought it was generally agreed that the Shreveport Times 
is by far the most uTt ra-conservative and racially rabid 
paper in the South. It is interesting, 1 think, 
that when Louisiana voted for Kennedy in November, 
Shreveport voted 12,000 for Kennedy and 77,000 
for Nixon. 


I have tried to figure out how- Shreveport got the way 
it did and it is diffcult to explain the personality of 
a y place but I believe much of the unpleasantness may stem 
from the fact that Shreveport is quite closely akin to 
Arkansas and that lots of influential people in 
Shreveport were hill billies to begin with and c3 their 
influence has grown, they have found ready supporters 
in the hill billy poorer folks who live 
ill the adjoining Louisiana hill country. »hy a 
place should be so stupid is difficult to explain 'ut 
people and places both seem to be e qually possessed of such 
an attribute. 
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And speaking of stupidities. l'm wondering 
why I could have been so stupid as never to have realised 
until I read "The Great E,B," that the Senator 
Benton of Connecticut whom I h.^ve long admired, 
was the same -Benton in the adveritsing concern 
of Benton and Boibles, with Chester Bcn.es being the other 
partner. It seems they billed fourty thousand dollars 
with of advertising Vie year they s arted in business and 
in just a few years billed 18 million. It 
was -Benton who engineered the Encyclopaedia Britannic a 
from Sears-ttoebuck into the realm of the University of 
Chicago and it was thanks to the-Benton brilliance 
in buisness that made the Britannica pay lush dividends both 
to the University of Chicago and to himself. 


Friday, February 3rd, 1961, 


Memorandum• 


Drizzley and drear all morning, s unny and mild from 
noon forward. It all J 




, . , , T - <j • W w.w, w Vic / U.U, u v ftU> 0 UU SJLU 

tonight about Lyme s weather, ad today's batch on top of 
all that has gone before, Misere,.,,, . 


f ci» v 


. Li e m °st interesting about the coffee cuds this 
morning was what wasn't sayd, to wit, that 
Celeste has a new Cadillac, —pale blue. 


It seems to me it was only the other day i was 
wondering when the appointment of Ambassadors would take 
place for the major *uropepn posts and tonight the 
radio mentioned David Bruce will, go to the d ourt of St, d ames, 
This is the same Da'vid . ruce, B suppose, who was once 
Ambassador to Germany an d to 11 ranee, .the same Mr,Bruce who 
is said to own one of the great wine producing estates in France 
Years a go I lost track of undrew Mellon's only daughter, 
ailsa, or however the name was. spelled. Vaguely, it seems to me 
[ reca'llher marriage and vaguely it seems to me the husband's 
name was Bruce, If you should ever chance 
tp notice anything referring to the Bruce and Mellon 
connection, I should appreciate it if you would set me 
straight pn the matter . 

I was glad to Lear today that the Santa u aria finally disch 
its passengers on solid ground, I still am un¬ 
able to make a' l y sense out of the pieces of news I 
ha.pe heard concerning the whole adventure, Were 
I a passenger on a liner that was high-jacked and sent spinning 
around aimlessly ini the ocean, I should be 
provoked, If everybody in board were pleasure- 
seekers of the frolicsome cruise variety, I suppose the 
fact the ship never got anywhere wouldn't matter so much, 
but it seems odd thaf if the ship were exclusively a cruise 
thing, there would be a flock of steerage passengers 
and how that bracket of the passenger list did noT like any of 
the business, I can readily imagine • 


‘■ue .mosm 


.. unexpected event of the afternoon was 

the unannounced arrival of I, S. Willard, 
hearing the jug of B a rcardi rhum, sent bv James, I 
naturally opened it forthwith and introduced half 
a JH-9 er oj lyme juice to each glass to cut the rhum 
tasue with which I could live without. But it made a 
pleasant enough drink over a d a b of ice that was a little 
on the melty side. 


tor a. num er of summers, I, S, "ill -rd has been 
admiring the lavendeir crepe myrtles and 1 thought the 
time excellent to dig one up for her which I did and she 
was enchanted, Only summer will reveal if the 
tning turns out to be a watermelon red one but 
that will be pretty and I can tie a string on an authentic 
levudar one in July for next season's transplanti.ig, 

Whether physical necessity imoells it or 
whether there is a determined effort to observe at least one 
slignt adnonitio-yi of the doctor, 1 cannot say, hut 
in is notice a ble that J, H, moseys over to supper about 
five minutes ! after Eugene comes, then, too, J, a, 
has always jumped up from the supper table about 10 
minutes before anyone is through hut during tf\e 
pi t couple of days he has been lingering until 

after ^uge.ie leaves, chatting with me about politics or whatever, 


,1 take it Dot and D a sh a re liking the 
r weather we are having for, in spite of this morning's 
drizzle, they remained in bed until 8:30, while 
in Lyme the thermometer Btood below zero,according 
to reports from that quarter and I hold the thought little 

1/i. o o 1mm V© - u. x. _l_j. 


V. 



I 
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Sunday, February 5 th, 1961, 


I hold the thought that this new custom 
and that it is inspired by a regard for 
up until now he has inclined to disdain 


may continue 
his heart which 
utterly. 


Memorandum’ 


I hadn't, ,realised until J 4 d, went to 
Memphis how many people on the plantation don't have 
telephones for many who have formerly gone to the 
house across the fence to enlist assistance at night 
in case of c ire 14 ms cane es re-quiring communicati on with 
the outside world have been dropping around to 
see if they could get someone to dial for them. About 
1 0:30 I responded to a tap at my door and was dismayed when 
1 saw a light in the big house, indicating the 
unannounced visitation by some member of the family 
and, since voe was here last week end, all I 
could imagine was .the Shreveport contingent, I put 
through the call for my visitor a;id, thanks to 
r oretty moon, found it easy to scampe'r across 
t^he garden to the side gate where I found a 
I^olkswagon parked. This means that it isn't 
Shreveport but Joe who must have changed his plans 
about going to Washington this week end. In view 
of all the snow fluttering down al ng the >vast coast, 
he obviously made a wid choise to "stay put", 

> I was interested in the proposal b the 
^ cretary of om'ierce that the United Jiatcs 
begin an advertising campaign to entice 

European visitors to our shores with a view to balancing 
off tourist dollars spent abroad 

by American visitors to the other side of theAtlantic, 

I have no doub this program will go through and I shall be 
interested to see how it will be handled. 

Of course I have no notion as to why the majority of Americans 
ogo to uro e and i suppose the actual reasons 

ar e innumberahie, Of hand, however, I should uess that 

one of the primary reasons is the pull the average U, S, citizen 

feels to return to the countries whence his ancestors came and the 

^At\ a iji t l e U^ernaV' e Jf u ^t^kWnfi%%e9Uva 9 eeked out 

it'would, Mt&HWlWt °S tUe Picture, so 

European interest in the^ierica scene. But the successors of 


Cloudy to partly cloudy and chill aroundZO, 

It goes without saying my thoughts have been dwelling 
mightily on weather reports out of the Lyme area, holding 
tie thought the while that little Miss Lee had adequate 
food stuffs in the pantry, that* the heat inside the dwelling 
place was ampleand that there was no necessity for ploughing 
through the snow drifts. Obviously this will 
be onp of those winters thatwill be recalled down the years 
by those who experienced it and t ose who consult the 
records. 


The week end was quiet enough and I saw almost 
nobody but the folks across the fence and Joe, The 
latter seems to like to return to Arkansas on Mondays 
rather than making the trip on Sundays, This morning's 
radio mentioned sleet in Dallas with the torm moving 
t oward Arkansas but for anyone who has lived in the Dakotas 
and Wyoming and liked it, 1 suppose a m.ere sleet storm 
scarcely enters into the picture, 

• ' 

1he ysterical Ladies dined at the country club 
on Saturday noon and everything was darling and more than 
a hundred strong, I am told, I got reports 
from Mrs .Walker, Celeste, Carmen and I, S, Willard, 
ue U ell agreed it was a fine -gathering but none 
touched on points brought out by the others and a set of 
four or five points of view seem to be sufficient to give 
one quite a picture, The ladies seem to 
have seven thousand dollars in their cash box and 
so are casting about for another house to buy, I 
shouldn t imagine that amount would get them 
very far but perhaps it is enough to use for 
an option. 



. tnuitat ion to Lear n 
thekdm8 t^jri§Vam aga 
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last night with great clarity from. Hew rle ns and 
enjoyed it although I was taking the words 
of the speuke rs as gospel since, for some reason, 

I have never progressed very far in my efforts to 

read Thomas "olfe, I must eventual ly try something of 

his again just to see if circumstances were unfavorable 

on t he other occasions when I tried to explore his works which 

I might, under other conditions, have liked, D u t my 

guess is that he did not write for me but I don't 

mind trying once more just to be sure, 


of 


I was interes ed to leurn from Joe the 
reason why he did not make the trip to Washington 
this week end to attend the R, E,A, conference 
that had been scheduled but called off at the last 
minute, During the past couple of weeks, of 
course, the major news out of "ashington has 
been concerned primarily with the replacement 
top executives a)|d the re-alignment of 
political forces in Congrss, Because of so many 
stellar personalities involved, the shuffling .bout 
of minor posts hasnecessarily been over-shad owed but 
from aoe n understand that many changes have been 
made in all departments among the .ranks of the lesser 
personalities, too. In he Department of 
Agriculture, for example, there have been so many changes 
in the R, E,A, set-up that it would he pointless 
to have a pow-wow at the moment because the newly 
appointed administrators in that particular bracket number 
so many people that most if not all of them 
will require a bit of time to study problems and policies 
before go-ng into conference with people in 
the field, Doe's job is under Civil Service 
therefore isn't effected by the political ch 
and so the people in the field will await the 


time 

have 


before assemblinq 
a go at things, y 


in the 0 apitol to 


and 

nges 

passage 


of 


My thoughts return to the snow and how 
little Miss Lee fares in such a tempest,,,,. 


Monday, February 6th, 1961, 


Memorandum j 

Cloudy all morning, rainy all afternoon, 

The radio mentioned snow was melting in Lyme 

and that sounded as though it might be on the good side, 

■this noon the radio mentioned that all the Presidents 
of Louisiana colleges were in conference today with 
Governor Davis concerning building plans for the 
several institutions, I talked with Thelma 
late thisafternoon and she remarked that John had just 
returned from Baton^ou^ge where all the 
Presidents were on their good behavoir; but regardless 
o that, the Dove nor said there wasn t any money, Tfie 
Governor, by the way, lias just issued a new album of 
his hill billy songs but -*■ doubt if 
any of the royalties will go into State budgets, 

Thelma said that Andrcsjson, formerly of the Department 
of ArchivejB until replaced b Celeste's nephew, has been 
h a ving a hard time, —cancer of the mouth which doesn't 
seem to be doing well, following an operations, He 
is s,uch.u fine person and, T know not why, bu« he 
always seems to have been dogged by ill fortune. 

One of the delightful things about talking 
with Thelma is that she either forgets to whom 
she iq speaking or, strangely enogh, perhaps 
doesn t realise in which direction my leanings might be 
in matters racial. She mentioned Washington and 
remarked she hadn't been t ere in several years but 
understood it wasn't so pleasant there anymore, — 

"you know how it is, such a pretty city and yet 
every time you go for a walk you are likely 
to see a cloud cross the street, —colored folks, T 
mean .", 

"fell, let's not send John and L helma 
as ambassadors to any place in Africa, at least. 

Oh, yes, she also asked wh^t is the use of 
worrying about building funds and such like anyway since 
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r, Kennedy is probably going to sell us down 
the road to Communism anyway." 

Cne can but wonder how silly the wife of a collene 
President can rattle along. J 

... 1 WaS . delighted to secure a fruit bearing pome ranate 

this morning and thus was able to get it 
properly planted before the afternoon rains began 

»-*•-* • 

I found myself wondering what ti. L, Hunt had 
up his sleeve when J. d. mentioned the other 
night that florman Fletcher had asked H . //. a bout 
one of his banks or some such sponsoring Life Line, the 
:I., L. Hunt sponsored program that appears on every 
m a jor station in the ^ulf States area. J. H. asked 
mp if I knew the program and I admitted I did and opined it 
sounded to me like a verbal transcription of the 
Shreveport ■ L imes at its most conservative worst . 

I couldn t understand how a program, so he a vily 

smo ^hered by H. L. Hunt sponsorship could 

be looking for sponsors. J. H. said he didn't 

know and I asked him if he minded if i inquired a bout this 

point from the loc 1 radio station a nd he said he didn’t. 

..And so I phoned the station a nd was told that H. L. 

Hunt felt his advertising quota could not enlist a ny more 
stations a nd so he is Trying to get other people to 
advertise on the program that he is using a s his 
medi a for ulta-conserativq propaganda • »••• 

Imagine one of the nation s richest men, if not the richest, 
now trying to get other stations to enlist smaller 
business people to further clutter up the air with 
his brand of claptrap, I suppose 

world get most of their fun when, 
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Tuesday, February 7th, 1951. 


Memorandum*. 


Much thunder during the night while 
an inch and a half of rain descended. Today 
cloudy and chilly. We are 
cool weather on the morrow 
hope we skip the snow that 


remained 

promised more 
but some sunshine •• I 
was ours o» Lincoln's 
birthday last year and I hold the thought Lyme ma.y have 
had its last a ssault by the white stuff for the balance 
o. this season at least. 

I'm comparatively clone tonight, what with 
J. H. in Hew Orleans and Celeste in town. 

In spite of the fact that le pere Antoine wfro 
annoys her, Celeste appeared quite chipper over 
the coffee clips this morning. The prospect of 
being a ble to spend the afternoon and evening 
in to.wn without having to bother r bout returning home 
„lisay3 provides her with quite a dash of delight. 


She told le pere Antoine and me this morning 
that we would be surprised at the number of people 
in town and along the river who regularly con¬ 
sult psychiatrists and proceeded to rattle off 
quite a few names. I didn't volonteer the news 
that I am acquainted with quite a few others who might 
do well to make appointments, assuming the couch 
really has anything to offer . 

The Knipmeyers left by train for ‘lew cr'leans 
to spend the pre-Lcnten festivities wi th the family 
of one of t'neir sons living in the^rescent City. 

It is reported o?i the radio that 

business in -Jew Orleans is off and that reservations 
for the hotel trade is w a y off this season . It is 
supposed this is due in large measure to the 
racial racket the, legislative and executive branches 
of the^tate Government have been indulging in during 
the past several months. Ferh a ps financial 
losses will produce some counter measures where mere 
humanitarian considerations brought forth »o 

several mulatto 

families m this area who have always gone to lew Orleans for 


A _i 
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Mardi (Iras who are but definitely not going this 

year.. Since the Governor and the members of 

the Legislature who have made most of the noise 

are hill billies from the northern Parishes, they 

proh a bly will not be too much concerned about how 

things fare in -‘Jew Orleans but when former 

reveiw.es from that quarter begin to dwindle, they may, 

aL t ough I am not at all sure a bout it, p use to give thought 

to the results of their performances of the past months • 


I don't know what's biting Dot and D c sh but 
they continued today the same pattern they e stablished 
last week, —the oddity for them of getting out of 
bed in the top of the pecane tree before 8:30 or 9 
as they were want to do until the cold spell hit us. 1'his 
morning at dusk dawn, I invited Emmet and^rwin 
to step out of their domain to join the peacocks 
for bre-kfast and I was quite taken aback when, 
trailing along beliind the ducks came a fine Canadian 
goose. !Jow how he arrived at such a place as 
inside their picket enclosed space, I know not, although 
the peacocks are forever hopping the fence as a 'natter 
of course. 1 assume the goose may have been one who 

somehow got slowed up on the migration last autumn 
or may be a scout, moving northward in advance of the 
migration from the south, although that seems a little 
premature. One thing, the bird seemed frightened not 
at a ll and acted as though ducks, peacocks and people 
werp simply old hut to him. I got 

some extra breakfast and everybody seemed perfectly happy 
a bout the additional handout. An hour later, the visitor 
had departed although I did not see him take off and 
tonight the ducks G nd peacocks supped without their 


unexpected guest. I know 
I find myself holding the 

And now I must knock 
although until ,-*■ set hand 
at least t can t think of 

(If) no m ?')) o m' Ti - 


not how to account for the visit but 

thought it may be repeated. 

* 

off a column for next week 

Paper, I shall not know my sub iect,- 
of now.the 


to 

anything'as 
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Wednesday, Febru ry 8th, 1961 , 


Memo r. ndum : 


a nd 


Cloudy all morning, sunny all evening, starry tonight 
withal chilly, as February is want to be. 


, Usually, ^it's that last week in Ja}iuary and the 
first week inFebruary that winter is most evident in this 
area and I'm glad both of these weeks are beliind us. 

AssCeleste spent last night and today in town, I did not see 
her over the coffee cups this morning. She w a s supposed to get 
b a ck to home base along L hout first dark when J, H. was 
scheduled to return from Hew Orleans. b>hc arrived 
at 7, but only long enough to leave a note, stating that 
somebody down the river was throwing a party and so she had 
gone on to that. One can but marvel at the unending 
energy of the butterfly^to d nee in the sunbeam, the moth 
to flutter a bout the candle flame. 


There are so many things 1 do not understand, including 
tonight's account of the diplomatic reception at 
the White house where, according to my radio, three 
old Caroline Kennedy was noted responding to the 
strains of 'old Macdonald had a farm", 


year 


My guess is that *3 year olds seldom get a peep 
at formal White House receptions and,1'm wondering how 
Caroline crashed this one. 

. during the past three da s, 1 haqe had quite 
a number of Calls from ladies in town, asking my opinion as 
to the v-,lue of the three meetings to be held in 
Hew Iberia, one in February, the 25th, I believe, one in 
'fay and the thrid „bout October 25th. 

Thegntherings arc to discuss restoration 
problems and all hill b e held 

at The u hadows. My point is that all of them will be 

worth attending but I know 

perfectly well that the only reason my 

opinion is being sought is 8imply because this 

or that matron wants to be a ble to say that "he thinks 

1 ought to attend", to buttress their determination to 

go anyway but so determined are they to use this 

tipe of thing G s a n excuse that they would go whether 
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hursday, February 9th, 1951. 


set my seal on the.purpose of the meetings or not. 

It is amusing to note that everyone is determined 
about the one they will attend if circumstances 
prevent them from getting to more th a n one. A nd that 
particular one is the October gathering because the 
prospectus states that the luncheon will be something 
special and the dinner will be by candlelight. It's 
the candle business thatenflames their social interest and 
the one having that accoutrement is simply too darling to m 


Memorandum 


Bright hut cool with a fringe of ice on 
smaller puddles this morning. 

1 have been lucky thus far this week in escaping 
oil rims and, thanks to mild weather, the 
out of door operations have gone along pretty well. 

One or two Chinese magnolia trees apoear to be on the 
point of unfolding their glories but the continued cool spell 
has held back the buds. I am glad of 
this singe every passing day gives greater promise 
th,at when they do eventually wake up their 
minds, the chance of a deep freeze to ruin them 
will be staved off that much longer. 

L don't know of anything* of interest 
in today's issue of - L 'he Enterprise although they do say there 
picture of J. H. denry and a, H. n illiams 
on the front page that is c good likeness of both gentlemen. 

On Sunday-J. 3. and Celeste are supposed to lec.ve 
for Valias and thus the merry-go-round 
continues to revolve, —Memphis 2ast*week, u ew Orleans 
this week, Dallas next week and one can only wonder at 
the folly. 

The artist seems to be pretty busy these days, 
dialing my number most of the time, I believe. Being 
out of doors most of the .day light hours, I 
probably g it only c few of the callb but even so, 
they are amp\e in quantity. The reason for 
her d istr action is the fact that Pa 

is go ng to town for a couple of weeks, perhaps to remain 
there permanently. x he length of his stay, in 
fact, depends o?i the, successs he may have in /us courtship 
of Florence, dam B yard's nurse. The artist 
is forever hoping to entice Pa to remain on the river 
and has exerted all sorts of de ices to persuade him 
to remain, the chink of coins being her strongest 


unit among the other fifty'states 


My labors in re-constructing the gourd 
trellises goes o» apace although I have set up 
only a few of the iron uprights as yet. Today, 
while digging a post hole, the di ger encountered oppositi or. 
which turned out to be three long iron pipes, perhaps 15 or 
in length, buried about a foot beneath the surface of 
the ground. What they were ever used for, T cannot imagine, 
one on top of the other, and rusted with the damp of 
half a century or more x hey make sple did up- 

within u nqther two or three weeks. A nd may the melting 
of winter s snow continue in Lyme . 








recur 
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lure in this somewhat odd courtship. But the a rtist 

has exhausted her credit and Pa , having run out of 

cash to court the other lady, seems to feel it 

is imperative now that he remain on the ''atchitoches scene 

to sweep florence off her feet. Because Pa is 

a mulatto, he couldn't possibly marry the artist but 

could merely court her the first of the month when her 

Old,Age pension check comes to hand and at such times 

in the following three weeks when pictures have 

been 3old. &ut sinceFlorence is a mulatto 

and enjoying a steady weekly income as nurse, 

she hqs t^o virtues to which the 2 rtist can 

neveraspire and so this pitiful game goes o;i. 

Today's town talk, —Town ‘Talk, —the Alexandria 
newspa per gives a couple of columns to and a picture of 
dr. Wenk and his boxer seeing eye dog, Buster. A few weeks .gi 
Blythe told me her son, Horace, was thinking 
about having Dr.Wenk speak before the Lions Club 
of Alexandria and I suppose today’s account must 
cover that story. 1 suppose Blythe will 

be along one of these days and have more to recite 
on the subject. It will be interesting to 

know if Blythe entertained the aforesaid «enk and, if so, how 

the ex-wife will take that, In view of all that 

has gone before, it puy^.les me that the Rands should 

sponsor such a program but then I have 

never thought the ands had but the vaguest ntion 

of the whole layout. <. 

1 t 

Carmen called me to ask if I would listen to her 
article for a Sears-Roebuck publication which is 
going to carry an account of Natchitoches. I would. What 
surprises me is that Carmen, who is as old fashioned 
as aeff Davis in racial matters, pointed out in the article, u. 

mtfiMd'ieffciim'hftVMdtftit <j ts ori 9inal 

free woman of color. $mehad„ a„. __ 
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Friday, February 10th, 2961, 


Memorandm • 

Much sun, m ch stars and sort of cool. 

Blythe and Joan dropped in to 3 ee me this afternoon. 
They appeared much as usual, .complai nin much about 
everything Kennedy but otherwise in pretty good spirits. 

I smiled in my beard when Blythe said her''son, Ed., tells 
her that surely the Alexandria schools are going to 
see the races mixed in the class room and that there will 
be trouble while Paul King, her Mew York so? 1 , keeps 
phoning her not to worry a bout such matters. I 
gather Pual Ring thinks Ed and his Legislature friends 
are stirring up Blythe to high pitch. 


Blythe said Dr.Wenk made a very favorable 
o?i the Lions Club when he spoke before a 
gathering of that group a day or so b a ck. ^/icsaid 
several blind people were invited to sit in and that 
they all enjoyed it, he said Dr.Wenk began his speech 
by saying that he had been blinded as a result of an 
a utomobile accident, that — and thiscame as a surprise, —— 
he hadn t taken a drop of an intoxicating liquor in 
over a year when he and his wife went to a wedding reception 
where he had had five glasses of champagne and the 
loss of his sight came as a natural sequence of the 
automobile wreck. Lyle, for one, would h a ve some 
quite penetrating remarks, were he ever to have heard that 
either husband and wife were o?i the water wagon for 
a solid year. 

Maturally I thought of M rs , j, H% Williams, or 
rather, Mrs. R. B. H illiams tonight when 
a Washington news dispatch announced the Kennedys 
had taken a country place at Middle burj, Virginia, and that it 
is known as Glen Ora • As I don't know how Middle- 
burg or Glen Ora may be spelled, I shall await 
instrcution from someone like Ora whom B .shall 'phone on 
the morrow to set me straight on such 
points. Ora will laugh when I call her for a point 
in spelling for she claims to be as poor a hand at 


impression 
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Sunday, February 18th, 1961. 






group coul 


that mysterious Art as I, which, as you are 
so painfully aw- re, is unique, to say the least • 

I was perfectly delighted this morning to learn 
that some gentleman from Dallas i organising 
a Ku Klux Klan in Shreveport To belong, 
one has to be lots of things, including a person 
of good morals, —imagine a Klucker being in that category, — 
white, Protestant, Gentile, a believer in the 
Constitution and be possessed of ten dollars to pay 
for joining and the nightshirt conferred upon every 
new member. The gent claims he has already gathered 
over ten t ousand dollars and is just starting. 

My delight in hearing a ibout this re-birth of 
the Klan is based cm the f act that dll the hillbillies 
m a y now be classified and what with both the State 
and Federal laws being so strong governing this association 
of crack-pots, the whole business will do more ham to 
the hillbilly cause than anything anyone outside of the group coul 
3tudy-up» Oddly enough, and this appears 
indeed, baffling, the Shreveport Times condemns the 
whole thing, a paper which is the most hill¬ 
billy thing ou side of a nightshirt. Bu ■ perhaps 
the -t-imes feels as I do, —that the Klan is the prime 
a gency to throw public contempt on everything it 
symbolizes. 

I had.ocoasion to call the Bed dross this a ftemoon qnd 
learned to my surprise that the lady doctor had sent ti&r 
off to the hospital last night. I asked Mrs. Walker 
about it shortly a fterward and she said the lady doctor reported t< 
this is one of those things• in which Carmen indulges in every 
year along } bout February, leading one to assume the case isn't 
serious. 

There's a far away glint in the eyes’of 
Emmet and ^rwin these day3. A slip-shod sort of 
a nest is being rigged up under their own steam and 

a nice white fresh egg is being deposited in the repository every 
morning before 9. I am casting a''out the 

i nhhnrhnnri o mm- t#*j* a — — — ^ ». • - — - — -I 


Memorandum : 

\ 

Tuoo lovely Spring days. The thermometer 
"hoovered" around 70 during the daylight hours, swelling the 
magnolia buds wonderfully. 

• 

I trust you saw this week's issue of 
Life, the o. e wjjfh Ham on the cover and somewhere inside 
a likeness of Dot in full spread. 

Except for Dot and the ot er feathered and furred 
friends, I m comparatively alone although 

that is a slight overstatement, too, since some of my negro 
friends passed by to see me during the morning and afternoon. 

Just at noon yesterday, we had unexcpected 
visitors in the pe vsons of Sister and daughter. The 
grapevine announced their arrival before 1 saw them 
at the big house. Marvelous to relate, they 
departed right after dinner, heading southward for Hew 
Roads where they claimed they were planning to spend the 
night, go ng on from there to BatonRouge. The frame 
of mind was pleasant enough but so tense anything might have 
3et it off with a bang. 

J. H. a.’id Celeste left this noon for Dallas and 
Celeste seemed bubbling over with delight 

at the prospect of being in the big road. I h a d not seen her 
in two or t'nree days as she had spent Friday all day in 
Alexandria and yesterday in town. Since she never goes any plac 
any more, the outing to lalias offered great change 
and I thought ° . H. seemed to be feeling pretty well. 

Friday's post brought some sort of a 
communication from Life but 1 had no secretary capable 
of coping w th it and so I shall enclose it as it seems to 
have a card that might or might not mean something 
and 1 hope that by a glance you can make out what it is. 

I trust the subscription has net run rut m:\- it s-- .s tc 
Vh inhWhl? $ 11 be .running for ever so long. Once 

ib'Winiitkkm : 































FrO» the Francois MlGNON Papers* #H~5889 _ in Che Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


IC’.i't 


10992 


tecoi 


10993 


I have ashed one or two people about 
particulars regarding (lien Ora but nobody seems to be able to 
tell, me if % the house is cfc’ te helium or the name of 
the present owners from whom the Kennedys rented the place. I 
assume magazines later in the week may have something to resort 
al ong these lines . 

It appears the Kennedy luck c ontinues to hold, what 
with today's report from Moscow of the Soviet 
firing of a piggyh ck rocket in the direction of Venus, and 
this news coming Just at the time when the controversy 
as to whether we have find any rocketry gap was between Russia 
rriid the United States. Whether this latest Russian achievement 
h a s anything to do with the subject or not, the public mind, 
it would seem, will charge off this latest spectacle as 
to the correctness of the Kennedy campaign durinring nit ich 
the matter was played upto Republican discomfort. 

I u.iderstand none of it, of course, what with He Elroy having said 

the Russia. 1 s would be ahead three to one, making it seems 

that he, q, s defense minister, ought to know, so far as 

the Republicans are concerned while HcUanara, as present 

head, who suggested there is no g a p, also ought to 

know, making i perfectly natural that I should 

make no sen.se out of any of the scuffle. 


t'hanks to 
night road runn 
tonk w. s impres 
Houston came fo 
towns from Shre 
multitude. the 
not much scuff1 
Magnolia got ca 
a fellow Magnol 
fixed him up al 
the honkey-tonk 


the pretty weather, the Saturday 
ing from honkey-tonk to honkey- 
sive in volume. Lots of 
r the weekend and visitors from 
veport to Alexandriaswelled the 
re was much gaiety and 
ing although Goose Eye who lives on 
rved up a bit in the-head by 
ian but a dozen stitches at the hospital 
right and he w as back to help close 
where the business had started. 


I was a little surprised to hear Russel Long, in a 15 minute 
interview out of Washington, declare he thought the Louisiana 
newspapers had been wrong in attackig the five 
Louisiana Representatives for having voted with the 
majority to increase the membership of the Rule 
Committee . As Russel wants to be Governor in 
1964, he might have been expected to side¬ 
step any comment on the vote that sent the Shreveoort -limes 
into such a tizzy but perhaps Russel k.iows 

the °hreveport limes never; did support a Long anyway so whatever h 
did or did not say wouldn t make much difference, so far as 
any future support he might receive. 


Monday, February 15th, 1961. 

McmorAn&uuely Spring day although a brisk breeze from the 
southwest made it seem less th a n the 80 degrees indicated 
on the thermometer. 

Three secretaries showed, up at intervals before mail 
time this morning . ‘lhat sounded promising. The mail arrived, 
c bearing several letters, including one from Lyme, 
but by that time the secretaries were all lost and so 

I await the pleasure of communion with little Miss Lee 

until the morrow • 

• • 

Kike everybody else on this side of the 
Iron urtain, I felt relief mixed with disturbance on today’s 
•lews oj Lemumb 's death. At best, he aparantly 
w a s a Pied Piper, who undoubtedly have led his people 
down the road to Russian domination. Where is death 
will lead the rest of the world is cSiybody's guess. 

■the people of the Congo at present seem to be 
like a bunch of children, all -ihout ten years 
of age who have suddenly inherited a plantation or 
an amunition factory, there is no doubt about the legality 
of their title hut it is obvious they are utterly incapable 
of doing 'anything but running it into the ground or blowing it 
and tUe Lord k,iows liow many others sky high • 

“he world grows up, it may someday having so ie thing 
like the United nations operate a section to look 
after emerging nations in their infancy. In the 
mean time, crooked lawyers will use up the inheritance 
for utieir own advantage and God help the emerging nations. 

I w-s delighted today to be able to plant 
another pomegranate of the fruit hearing variety. 

It stands q bout 3 feet in height and has plenty of 
switches, as pome ranates are want to have. In local 
soil, it will probably grow a couple of feet for the 
next three or four years but if it vnll produce 
fruit this year is impossible to say. One of these dags 
i must do a column on po icgranates and see if a revival 
7 ■ then Ca?lflot be engineered. I think they 

mere sight o/thVm ihic^thlf 8 ^ 

amd SCI TUn IIII mn-nlro nP 


Bob J-'rout mention sleet in Lyme. I hope it 


— i» m 


A -T.-L mL I - L * 
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.Yithin aday o two, 1 ought- to he getting 
some personal observations of the doings of people a ttending 
this year's Mardi Gras. Today's Hew Orleans radio news speaks 
of a half page advertisement in t he picayune, 

signed by prominent negro leaders and organisations, recommending 
to all people of color that they stay away from the parades, whether 
the organisations sponsoring this or that collection of 
floats be white or colored • It's lamentable th t this a bsence 
of en thusi a sm and participation should have arisen but 
it is, o course, entirely understandable and we can thank 
the hill billy legislature and dl their doings for this 
unhappy state of affairs. 

Life Line,-the r adio program turned out under 
the auspices of H. L. Hunt, i% running an essay contest 
at present. Life Line supplying the titles, and 
high school or college students being lured to write the essays • 

The range of subjects seems to be quite wide although 
they all carry over-tones of economic or religious 
characteristics. Hot all the subjects recommended 
are released at the same time, but 

in batches of about three every week or so. One of 

the more striking ones issued this week seems so very Hunt-like, I 

cite it as characteristic as to the usual Life Line approach • 

"Humand Rights and Economic Rights are 
* 

the same thing." 

I should think o f hand the essay on that 
might begin o end with that line from 
the. t>ible about it being easier for a camel to 
negotiate the eye of anx needle than for 
a rich maji to storm the pearly gates successfully. 

Mighty has been today's progress in the trellis section and 
I'm glad to re wrt the framework is all b a ck c nd ship¬ 
shape again and now only remains the covering of the frame¬ 
work with bamboo poles and that preparation for the advent 

liuriVu fft euer » Ui: ‘9 in r.adtn... for the vole 
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Fat Tuesday, February 14th, 1951 . 


Memorandum : 

Cloudy and continued warm. 

It was so delightful to have such a delightful 
glimpse of Lyme through the telescope of the 
letter that arrived by yesterday's post. 

• 

Th nicest possible :ews was a bout the 
shaft of sunshine that had broken through the clouds . 

In view of t(te other personalities involved, a rapid 

clea ring of tlte skies cannot be expected, I suppose, but 

it is grc.nd to know that at least one gleam has 

penetrated with the distaf sides of a mind 

to make this 30 , I feel, wbnever opportunity affords, 

there will be other shafts slanting through. My 

patience seems so short for stupidities and especial ly those 

that keep genuine friends apart. J hold the 

thought that those who are genuinely fond of each other may 

be 1 ble to maintain the contact, regardless of all the 

f-ces others may make. 

^t is so nice to know the chemise section is 
on its way and that the stationary will be making its 
bow at the same time. I um so fond of this stationary that 
little “issLee created that 1 miss it greatly when, as 
oj 1 *te, it tended to run out. in pursuance of 
your request, I shull most, cert inly make strange noises 
well in advance when next the supplys eems to slacken. 

• L he words employed regarding the L.P.A. ,award 
were so very kind, I was deeply touched by them t It 
is always pleasant to receive congratulations from any source 
but so often such gestures mean so little except when 
they come from those we love for.then they mean everything ■ 

I a n so gl d you mentioned a bout the masthead reading 1960 thui 
late in 19sl. Mention of an alteration in the set up was made 
b thepu Usher in Hovember, x believe, it was. I take 
it that L 11 the do ngs between then and the Hew 1 ear 
must have ^knocked the matter slap out of somebody's mind. 

I shall push it right b ck into the „ fvresaid cranium before the 
current week is spent. 























From the Francois Mignon Papers, #M-5889 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. F 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS 


C.t'.t’i'l 


In pursuance of my recent remarks about 
ambassador selections by the new Administration, 

I have learned tat General .^avin will go to 

Paris, I know not why, for I krnow nothing of General 

Gavin, hut somehow the appointment surprised me, u ‘onight 

Lavid Schoenbrun from Paris reports that Paris 

is surprised, too, and is manifesting 

great quiet a'out the whole business, It 

was observed, among other things, that Presdient d c Gaul 

isn t particularly fond of Generals, a sentiment, I fear, 

shared by more than one General in regard to the French 

President, 1 haven't the slightest 

doubt, Mr, Kennedy knows what he is doing and I’m 

willing to go along with blind faith in his 

choice, I don't know where I got the idea that 

Charles Boland h a d been slated for the Paris post 

but prob a bly from some commentator's speculation. 

The last I heard he is still in the State department and 
perhaps he id 11 remain there, I suppose Mr, 

Thompson, now in Washington for^onference, is to return to 
Moscow although l assumehe is a “epbulcian, I haven’t 
heard as yet viho is to go to Britain but perhaps Jock H : ,y Whitney 
. is remaining although * think I heard he had resigned. 

It is possible, of course, that with Mr, Harriman roving about, 
as sped 1 Ambassador, the appointments to a ll countries 
will be of less importance individually than formerly . 

With a roving Ambassador seeming to be the President's "alter 
ego",his influence, it would s eem to me, would h a ve 
q^tendency to reduce the importance of the accredited Ambassador 
i' 1 a 1 y foreign capital, .4;id as I wrote the last sentence, I recall 
that i certainly knew vid &ruce had been named to St, James to 
replace Whitney,, 1 wonder what happens 

when an Amb r .ss a dor receives instructions from his immediate 
superior, Secretary of otate, and. the roving Ambassador arrives 
from 'Washington with information as to the President’s ■■'■''hes, 

*•; 'S- ’• - Si te Secretary, I supi 

the *mb 2 ssador simply takes up his ’phone and asks Washington : 

"What to Hell ?" in a manner of spe king. 

Well, Lord* l'n going to do some work now, after which 
I hope to read a page or two from Charles Morgan s biojrap h of 
Michel Ange . 


■ 

I 
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'ebruary 15th, 19 60. 


Wednesday 


wcis so kind of little Miss Bee to g 0 t 0 0 2 j 
ling, packing and forwarding this grand assort^ntffof*% 
will be the time in every ensuing d a y that the “uteut 
vide blessings and the mental telepathy 
putting thoughts of gratitude over the ether waves, 


A grand time was reported concerning the 
Pallas hejira as m lie hostess and l joined together over the 
9 o clock coffee. But the lady pointed out 

that she is very nervous and, as there is never a n opportunity 
0 anywhere, she feels she ought to plan a vacation of some sort, 
naturally i agreed completely and, although it may sound ‘ 
like toasting on my part, I think I neper let so much 

as a „ 1icker of a smile flit across my features 









WW'-l: 
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x he cook spent the day in Shreveport where site 
went for a check-up, following her operation of a year 
ago. *■>’he appears to be in fine health and 1'ij. qite 
sure she will come b a ck in a n aura of uast satisfaction 
that C 11 is well. 

I did not chance to see a . H. during the day and since 
the cook did not return to give supper, I should not 
h n ve seen him until the morrow, had he not passed 
this way about first dark. He said he had been 
unable to reach me on the phone, —I had been fiddling 
about t Ghana, a nd he h a d come over to invite me to sup 
across the fence whi h 1 though characteristically kind of him. 

I declined, however, on grounds that I had already 
had some '-read and milk. It would have been pleasant to 
chat with him over a sandwich but I reali ed the 
nerous lady was probably just back from 
town and I felt she would enjoy the quiet of her 

domestic solitude, after so>many recent excursions thither and yon. 

J. H. said he enjoyed the .iemphis CottonCouncil more than 

the Dallas R. E. A. gathering because the number of people 

at Memphis w a s much more limited than the 7 or 8 

thousand participants in the Dallas thing. I realised, 

of course ^ that R. E. A. is a wide flung series'-of units but somehow 

I shouldn t have suppoed there would be that 

m j l y officials attending such a meeting. It is understandable, 
of course, that many cities could scarcely take care of such a 
rous gathering altong with the 

kutfrage day-to-day business. In the past, when Hew Orleans 
Als een suggested as a meeting place for this group, it has been 
that hotels in the Crescent City can'-scarcely manage 
such an influx, especial ly at such a time as this year's 
gathering took place, since it would have co-incided with the Hardi 
Gras crowds that usually put quite a strain on 
hotels anyw a y. 

At the store this afternoon x met a retired lumber man who has had 
a camp across the river for. the last 30 years, although he gets down 
this way from his home in Shr v port frequently enough, sometimes 
years go bye without us encountering each other. He 
told me an educator inShrevepor.t told him of a famous collection 

8 R iverbut didn't know just where they were to be 
found. 1 could throw no light on the ±e .subject but invited him to 
inspect some of the local fruits of the vine and he was enchanted. e 
with a couple of beelbarrell load3 for the 

Shrefeport educator „ad tltusplays out another day and thus 
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Thursda, February 16th, 1961. 


Memorandum* 

* 

Cloudy and warm with a sprinkle beginning 
at first dark. 

• ■ 

A couple of carpenters appeared this morning to under¬ 
take the framework for a wire netting covering for the 
space in front of the Unicorn house and although they had 
the work well along by mid afternoon, the did not finish the 
netting but will be back on^tlie morrow if it doesn't 
rain too much. the wire will cover-not only the sides but 
the spi ce overhead so that whatever birds are. installed 
there will not be flying out and no predatory "fauves sauvages 
will be worrying them either. 

At supper tonight, j. H. was quite gay when 
he inquired• 

"Oh, b> the w c y, did I tell you Lloyd is 
getting married on Saturday ?" 

He couldn't recall the name of the lUcky 
bride but said he hoped her people had lots 
of monqy which would be a help to both the bride and groom. 

Should Lloyd pass any courses this close of the college year', K which 
nobody expects him to do, he will have only one more ycarjfto gd 
before graduation, assuming he may pass the next two s emjetres. 

I gue3S I never met the bride but I cannot help feeling \ 
sorry for hei * already as I consider the mother-ih-law 
troubles she is going to encounter in the days to come. 

Reports coming to hand by those attending this year's 
Hqrdi Gra3 describe the weather as having been ideal, 
the numberof people attending plentiful, the floats 
marvelous but very few people of color being present. 

■i'he Zulu parade consisted of only four floats 
this year for there was disagreement among the people of 
coIt about participating at all and the majority 
of them ejected to sit this one out. I a m glad that 
in spite of the tension whipped up by the hill billies, 
nothing untoward happened Let's hold 

C ‘ ti2e! ‘ s « 
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With all the racket coming out of the^ongo these days, 
not to mention the strange noises issuing from the ff,H, on the 
subject of that torn country, it seems to me we 
should be hearing from Dr, Witt before long and thus be able 
to catch a glimpse of things as seen by an observer on the 
spot, Perhaps ean O'Brien 

has heard from thc^ark Continent, I shall d rop her a 
line tonight altouigh I intentionally address 
but few letters in that direction because the responses 
are usuallyof such little interest, Jeqn 

is one o those busy beavers who simply must be stirring up 

domestic creations that, for me at least, are of 

scant interest, Had she been thriving in the 1890’s, she 

would, 1 am sure, have embroidered more doilies and unuseable mats 

th a rji y of her c ontemporaries, In her 19 60 existence , it 

is d n bbling with caddies that excites her inclination c »d she is 

forever cooking up something that is undoubtedly 

toothsome but so bordering on the exotic and unfamiliar without 

the virtue of any ravishing element, that I, for one, and 

I suppose many others who may have met her, are constantly 

being inundated wit little Packages of this or that 

tidbit, more calculated to attract G nts than 

to delight the intended recipients, I think she 

goes to great trouble to stir up 3uch creations and I have 

no doubt goes to an equal amount of trouble to 

get such things properly packaged and mailed, all the 

while h a ving as much fun as a kindergartener assembling earth, wate 

and tin plates to create a fine assortment of mud pies, — 

relishing every exhausting expenditure of energy in the doing, 

■the nicest thing G bout the mud pies seems to be that, once 
properly stirred up and set out to dry, the maker of the mud pie 
is completely satisfied with these evidences o his 
efforts and b G ck into the good earth go the creations and b a ck into 
the dolls house go the pie tins, after, it is supposed, 
they h n ve been properly cleansed by the pie maker, I 
guess th t is what I oject to in the O’Brien food 
, concoctions, —in themselves they do not 
give complete satisf ction to their creator but the 
1 tter simply must pass them on to others for 
approbation, and quite regardless of whether 
the recipient has a weakness for the results of the 
kindgergartener’s expe. diture of energies, 

■ 1 n i ' iv : 

I doubt, if any of the enclosures are of interest but 
■' Send fiem alon 3 to give you a sample of how the mails swirl,,,. 
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February 17th, 1951, 


Memorandum 


An inch and a half of rain during the night 
followed by a bout the same amount in measured drizzling 
throughout the day. It remains 

cloudy and warm tonight althoug a flow of upper cold air 
s *t off so much static-at-news time tonight, I could 
get only about every third or fourth word which provided 
no enlightenment at all Saturday will be cloudy and showery 
again, it is said, with cloudy and cooler weather promised 
for Sunday, 


About 9:45 this .morning, Don Lester ’phoned me 
from his place in the Ballou Hatches area. He asked me 
to do him a faaor, to wit, receive him an d a young lady 
for a quick go-round, I said this afternoon would 
he convenient, h e explained they could only make it 
this mopning —" a ?iy time convenient", I said that from B„ t you 
Natchez to this bend of the river ought to require 
no more than 15 minutes to negotiate and that I would 
be awaiting him at 10:05 at the front gate. He 
said that would be fine. As it was raining at 10 o’clock, 

.1 waited at the store one solid hour and then returned to 
Yucca, Five minutes later a slave appeared, saying 
there was a gentleman with a lady awaiting me on tha 
front gallery of the big house, I hadn’t scenDon Lester since 
the Schmidts were here years ago hut was glad 
to see him again. The young person with him was 
sort of mid-thirty-ish with a perruke that had 
too he„vy a platinum rinze and a manner too filled with 
brass, Tie did a round and Don, born in Robeline 
and enriched in Milwaukee, and the person with him, 
hiling from Calfiornia, were incapable of », eciating 
anything but both were as entertained as a child might 
bein being conducted through a l^brotory where glass jars 
containing pretty linqu.ids might be observed, 

«</*»• 

3ays that Don anc* his wife have recently been divorced bu 


Ann ritton says they haven't and I imagine Ann knows 
more a hout such details than J, H, Don and his 
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Sunday, February 19th, 1951, 


16 ye ar son like the country where, an ong other things, 
the son is raising walking horses or Arabina horses or some 
such, The wife, on the other hand, prefers ihwaukee 
where they have a beautiful home on the lake, It is the 
wife who is want to climb into the family plane and have 
the pilot drive her over to Milawaukee from BayouNatches 
when she wants Iter hair set, Ann says the wife is 
currently taking treatment from a psychiatrist with a view to 
stuving off divorce, J, U, says the divorce 
takes h a lf Bon s money for his wife but perhaps the psychiatr 
will fare even better, 

i understand it is Lester money that is b a cking the 
wood making or wood furniture m king factory in town which 
Frank Keyes is interested in. Neither Frank nor 
Bon know.it but tlieil Will be makina som.* dm sinus T sh.nl! 


Partly cloud and in the 80's was Saturday, — 

Sunday rainy and in the 40's, 

I don't .recall if 1 mentioned the otto accident on 
Frid.-y evening when 1 penned Friday night's me o. Ashley 
Kirkland who long operated the honkey-tonk up the road 
a piece went i.ito the ditch in his car just below Melrose 
toward magnolia^ Me is in a n Alexandria hospital, — 
broken arm, broken leg, several broken ribs, broken 
collar bone, le t eye gouged out, night eye punctured with broke i 
glass, I talked with his ife on the 'phone this mroning. 

She said the doctor says . shley is doing as well as could 
be expected,, Fell, frankly, I couldn't 
expect much. 


There was a plantation scuffle on Saturday c nd 
although x might have scene it, had 1 been beyond the 
b c mboo hedge along bout noon, d. didn't know a thing 
about it until a'n hour later when 1 had a call f rom the 
hospital in town giving parti ulars. Levy YSilliams has been 
in a nortti Louisiana hospita for months, --tuberculosis or some 
son. Levy, junior, known as Frog, h a s c sister 
living with McKinley Brown, junior, McKinley a iid his wife 
had one of their daily scuffles on Friday night and the wife 
returned to theJilliams cabin 


McKinley came to get her 


bearing a shotgun, Frong wouldn't let him in 


McKinley 

sy.id he would be b^ck for Frog on Saturday, At noon on 
Saturday,Frong was at the store, McKinley, bearing his blunderb 
went to the *illi a ms home n?id sent a sm a llrer Williams 
child to the store to fetch Frong, Frong returned to the cabin 
where McKlinley was waiting for him. As Frong approached, McKiH. 
fired a last, striking Frong in the stomach, 

• » 

The artist called me tonight, saying she had just talked 
withDoreatha who was just b r ck fromShreveport where Frong had be< 
taken yesterday, Boreatha said the doctor didn't think 

{aiMaiunmHK 

McKinley is sitting in the Natchitoches jail and ou side 
anywhere in the Parish tonight it is dark and drear. 


a, H, says he do ceil t know what's wrong with 
the prospective bride in getting herself into such a 
family mix-up, He says furth,er that Sister called him 
and talked for hours today, piling all her multiple 
problems on to his desk. He says she would return to 
Dr,>/enk today if the doctor would have her,. 

Jell, so much for all that, and 1 rejoice the 
bossecour sectio)i got finished today so the birds may < 
fine weather out of doors when we get so ie fine weathc 
And may there be fine weather in and out of doors in L\ 
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! f rs. Milker 
afternoon, She 


down id wh;,t sh 
of J . H. for del 
the one o;i 'the c 
■ L heEnter nese, 
ring it, t 


brought a Mrs, Southernland down on Saturday 
had called to ask if she might bring something 
e brought was some manuscripts for me, a picture 
este and the loving cup which she 'orgot to brin 
olumn award,. As I had already given it to 
M thought it was just as well she forgot to 


The guineas 
the first time o 
them around 5 o' 
arrived. He hrd 
wife and they ha 
th t they would 


and the pheasant occupied their new b c ssecourt , 
i o turdc.y and apparantly like it, I was feedin , 


clock when, out of thin z ir, Joe Henry 
been in Conroe yesterday to see his 
d decided she would jive up teaching 3 ?id 
b ild a hone in Natchitoches this year, 


Tie : hatted over >glass of port until 6 and he told me he 
had seen, Pat who said last night's wedding inShreveport went off 
arlight. We go across the fence before Celeste and ° , H, 
had retimed from town, Jpe discovered a note from 
John &enk, penned . at 2 p,m,, when he must have paused 
here, en route b a ck to BntonRouge and school. He reported his 
mother as having been to the 0 harity Hospital and said site 


had been advised that MitcUel, the axe, who 
tfre hospital onFriday, was a hopeless case, 
always killing off people and so B know not 
fares or what his prospects may be. 


had returned 
Sister is 
how Mitchell 


to 




• ® 

Pat. and Juanita E, and child came down bout 7:30 
I said a ail andF a rewell to all. and came home, wanting 
to hear How n rd , Smith, 


but 


Last nigiit I finished the Charles Morgan 


•*.«&«** tikis;? diWf ' 

«you t nat at suteequ „ lt tun 

. Olott, and a . 


*h 



Memorandum: 


Showers all day and continued cool with promise of more of the 
same stuff for the morrow, 

I was perfectly delighted today when the 
postman handed me what turned out to be the article by Richard Pravt on 
And a lusia, Naturally, I have turned through each page 
with avidity and am delighted aike with the exteriors and interiors 
and, like Oliver Twist, catch myself saying • "I want some more", 

• * 

For one who has traveled nbout in the Philadelphia suburbs, 
and heard much of Nicholas Biddle, it seems to odd that And a lusia 
so successfully eluded me a. 1 these years, 

, Today's surprise gift is just another of those 
points I store away in my mind during every twelth month to ponder upon 
when New Year's Hve rolls 'round and I pause to praise Cpd for all the 
new things that have become mine to excite my imagination during the fore¬ 
going year. It goes without saying that I shall be finding this 
item high on my list, come December 51st, 1961, —blessing little 
l'iss Lee the while for having presented it to me, 

•"* » 

■As mine hostess was spending the day in Alexandria, I coffse¬ 
ed over a solitary cup this morning. At noon, J, H, who seems to be 
leading an energetic life at plantation management, m r de the noonday meal 
the brighter by his presence, He says Sister is,now mad at 

F.hitfield °ack ,nd would like to have some other lawyer h ndle the settlement 
of the divorce and property details currently pending. From 
» what Blythe has told me, nothing on Sister's pirt would please 
l\hitfiled more, 

_ # • w 

a, 3, cited another instance demonstrating 
Sister's wackiness -Bt seems tltc real estate, acquired following 
the marriage is all to be sold a^d the money equally divided between 
the ex-husband and ex-wife. This includes the Shreveport 
house wnere Sister now lives, Shreveport, like every other city in the 

State, currently 3 cems to find large city habitations a drug on the market as 

the 7/enks discovered when they tried to put it up for sale. The doctor and 

his lawyer and Sister' s lawyer agree that if it could be sold for 

45 thousand dollars, they would be delighted, But Sister says 
she will not sell for less than 50 thousand and that if isn t sold to 
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Tuesday 9 Febr ary 21st, 1951. 


someone,who will pay that figure, she herself will pay that price for it. 

Whitfield and J. H. both have tried to explain to her that there 

is no point in Paying for the property, half hers, at a price in excess 
of what the doctor has stated is satisfactory to him but 
Sister maintains the property is worth fifty thousand dollars and 
she is going to pay that amount if it is finally sold to her, therebye 

of course giving more to her ex-hU3band for his share than he 0 sfcs* 

If her own brother ~nd her legal adviser cannot make her 
see her folly, nobody on earth can. 


From the Red Cross oday, 1 learned that Carmen had returned to 
her home from th-e hospital and had left a massage that she would 
enjoy chatting with me on the 'phone. Four oclock this afternoon 
was suggested as the ideal time. I called and got her brother- 
in-law, Jack Durand. This descendant of Sant Denis 
is very pleasant byt just as entranced with his life's 
exploits as a teacher as are the various members of the family 
into which he married. After three qarters of an hour had spun on, 

I nsked bout 0 rmen a?id he said he would be glad to tell her I called and 

that he had enjoyed talking with me andCoodbye. I don't wait to 

seem to be a stickler a bout an expression hut if he 

wanted to be a little more precise, he would have said he had 

enjoyed talking at me, not with me. 

» ♦ 

The artist just called. &he just wanted to talk, asking 
me if 1 could hear it pouring down rain and if I had heard if t 
any of the hospitalised folks "was any worsens” today. I hadn't 
heard any news from any of them which I trust means none of 
them on besid to be "any worser ". 

• 

And now 1 think I am going to write a column 
andthen call it a day for- without aiy legitimate reason, I 
find myself on the verge 6f getting sleepy and I want to 
dream a little about Andalusia which 1 shaL 1 look at again before 


Memorandum : 

Rainy and cool. Yesterday» a low, centered 
over the^ulf , began moving eastward, pringing the 
prospect of fain skies for this area by tonight 
but the system changed its mind and from an easterly 
direction, began moving northward so that, unless it change 
its mind again, it will probably bring us like dampness 
again on the morrow. 

x hat commonexpression, —you could 
have knocked me down with a fender, - came to mind today 
when I learned that J. H. is plannin to take off next 
week for a whiz through the Scandinavian countries. 

I don't think a muscle quivered on my face hut the 
only reason nothing registered there is because I 
Was exerting unusual self control on my impulses. 

Let us hold the thought there will be lots of next times, 
and, assuming that there may be, what next ? 

* 

Since anythin else by way of news and coming 
events would certainly sound tame enough, I shall 
remark at this point that 1 have intentionally 
made a Denholme margin on the left because something 
is out of whack on the left of this apparatus, tearing at 
the edge of the paper somehow if it is placed too close. 

I hope'', to have Somebody look into the business within 
d y or so. 

• 

Coffee was quite animated this morning 
with much talk about a telephone call from Sister to 
J. H. last night a nd his luke warmness to her inquiry 
rbout this coming weekend. It appears we shall 
h.ve the ^'nreveport contingent with us and 
I wish tonight's downpour would save all Hie 
water for the weekend to mu.ke communications from 
house to house the more difficult In pursuance 
of last night's call, mine hostess told her husband 


sm Li x. i ji n m. D * 
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that she, for o?ie, could not stand another visitation 
like last summer's and that her husband would 
ha e to provide , a place for her, in such an event, 
a nd that I would have to be provided with us 
a sai-c.tup.ry, too, I was surprised my 
name was introduced into the declaration but 
I am quite, indifferent that it was, 1 know not 
if anything was specified as to provisions 
being made for Lot and Lash, *mmet and " rwin, the 
and^so on but, perhaps, like the boxer, they 
don t fingure muohin the layd's plans, And 
all such stuff buzzing in the ears of the nanwho 
should be taking things in as relaxed an atmospher as 
possi hie, 

letter from' 1 . J, Hodges indicates a contiuing 
desire on his nd his wife s part to come o 
Melrose and 1 shall recommend next Tuesday night 
for afternoon end early supper, February 28th\ 

There xi s also a letter from the Rocket which was 
certainly unexpected, Ir Ic n find it, I 
sh 11 enclose it wherewith, ‘.Lhe infrequency 
oj communications from that quarter would suggest 
thatsome pinned design rather than impulse prompts 
same, Perhaps there is a hope that I might 
push Sylvan Priendman into some sort of a 
mo :ie for the State, as lie , as Senator, is chairman 
of the i ijil "ar Centeniel , I shall respond in 
Thursday s out-going mail that I think concentration 
surl( i n* s +i i 'M!t n -?a at pending prelects . 

smmm'mmm&n'b nth 


guineas, pi) 


And so 

tomorrow’a. 


I shall save 

H\hn+. tn-i+U -t-U . 


this memo to go wit 


1 • 

that 


of 


* - _f __ 


otWJt >' 
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Wednesday, February 22nd, 1962. 


Memo rand um> 


Cloudy this morning, L a zzling sunshine this i fternoon. 

The official Heather Bureau prognost .cation for 
today, put o?i the air at 6*25 this morning, stated, 
among other things that "today will be cloudy with 
scattered showers, Wednesday also cloudy with showers", 

I was impressed that if today was to. he cloudy a*d showery 
the forecast for Wednesday seemed a little redundant # 

At g o'clock, 1 tuned in to the °hreveport 
Columbia station and got from the commercial an nouncement 
the 3ame thing, to wit, that today would be cloudy with showers and 
that Wednesday would be just that, too. 


Since today is Wednesday to start with, it seems 
such a statement should have been made at all, and Houhly so 
should have been repeated. 


that it 


P/e, of course, had 


other forms o human 
~nd schools', for one 


no mail delivery today but 
activity wen-t on as usual, 2 guess, 
thing, functioned as usual. 


A couple of telephone calls this morning g*vc an .ccount 
of some sort of a State tourism dinner at 
the °ou;i ry Club last night. As the meeting was called 
to order, the question was asked wl^y I was not present, ■‘■here 
were lots of good reasons, of course, not the least f which was 
that I, for one, didn t even know anything, vfas cooking. 

If somebody forgets to send an invitation f at least one doesn't h.ve 
to bother a''out declining, 


Several B ton^cuge department .heads were 

miiihn'm .m itVi’ndiV 

.11 »/ *'■« V’M'ffA ■JlV’L u ipp'f‘ r c°oWlnrtn tnU> 

I believe, I dld not see 771 V 


and 

morning 


so on 


and 
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Thursday, February S5rd, 1961, 


Memorandum: 




as she had gone to town to join in the Tourism sc ffle, I 
understand there was something else during the afternoon 
and the servant transmitted a message, asking if I would 
serve as master of the hound tonight as she did no plan 
to get back from a frolic in town before the 
morrow, H 0 . .... 

The latest word from °hreveport is that that contingent will 
not appear this week end after all, I hope this doesn t mean 
a visitation for I uesday, a date I h ve invited the Hodges to sup, 


x h c nks 


to our prolonged rains, the water in C a n e Liver is 
high a ?id w c ter in several of the smaller water courses is 
so high as to be over the roads i - ; , some sections 
with two or three highways closed. All of these are 
to the west of us c»d as the heaviest amounts of rain 
fell from here on southward , there is 

no danger at present fromRed River and 1 think we s all 
no inconvenience on this go-round, 


experience 


News from the hos vitalized three citizens from this area was 
meager today, J, rl, did talk with one of the surgeons 
who tried to patch up prog lasfaturday after he had received 
the shotgun blast amidships, ■The, surgeon said there were two hundred 

perferations inFrog's intestines. How the patient goes about 
existing and how the surgeon goes about patching is dffficu.lt 
to imagine, 

I think I shall take a little turn before calling it 

P." uUs ‘ *<•« Ul'patto *«*»«>. 'haw aud 
Lyme ought*. to be functioning full tilt . 


moon 

of rain 


A lovely, cloudless day and warm. Tonight’s 
is bright but buttermilk clouds recall the prediction 


for the morrow. 


• * 

The magnolias are at their pinnacle of perfection 
a nd the pear trees, snow white against the blue arc of heaven, 
are busy with bees during the daylight hours, 


has been 

e 


, Every day for the past fifteen, a new egg - — 

depoisted oil the ground at just about dawning. Today th 
sixteenth followed in the train of the others but 
as it was a little soft as to sheel, it proclaimed 
that the present spurt of laying is probably about come 
to a halt for this go-round, 

a 

To-day’s post was a little on the light side but there 
was a parcel post package, containing c female pheasant which 
H, had ordered from-some place in Alabama, The 


%J • 


opened her cage in 
in letting pets 
arrive, never removing 


female bird, in sharp contrast.to the gawdy gold-and scarlet 
m a le, is prosaic enough in coloring, being a dull, dark 
brown. She seemed quite tame when I 
the Unicorn House, I Iways believe 
step out of the carton in which they 

them but r. ther letting them step out as they feel the 
impulse to do so. The male was in the loft overhead and the 
guineas were playing a round inside the house hut within 
half a'n hour, the pheasants were out in their promenade pen 
and seemed as contented with each other as though they had 
been playthings together all their lives, 

Tor flbjut a year, Celeste has been expressing the 
with for a pathway to be cut through the iris g rden so 
that she can strike out from the little rose garden 
behind her house, penetrating the bambop hedge and 

roude -P oi " te 

ubile tailing on the ’n hone rtns one hod y in town 

phone, reported that a t the Country Club whe ; 
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som one had i nuired after my good health, Celeste had reported 
I was busy, making a new pathway from her house to mine. 

Hiis noon a . h. sent me four stalwart men and 
asked me if I should like to use them to cut Celeste's 
pathway, if I knew what she had in mind. J made 
use, of the strong arms forthwith and not only got 
a path with ditches cut through but still had time left 
to set some spades going in the gourd g rden to loosen up 
places where gourds will shortly be planted. 


"or a second in mid-afternoon and he 


askeu m e if/ thought he magnolias merited an invitation 
to the ■<». J , Hodges. I told him one had already been 


dispatched. He said Celeste would he glad to be here whatever 
afternoon they would be coming, I hadn't supposed he 
had a dvised her of their impending visit, I think 
she and Mrs. Hodges will get along fust fine 

and I shell he gl^d to make the most of whatever time I have to 
spend with Mr. H, „ ' 


The office of the u ounty Agricultur agency col ledyesterday 
to ash if I would brief some of the staff on the 
developement of this region today and I said I would and 
worked in the business during the afternoon. -Che 
meeting was quite pleasant and M only regretted I 
didn't have all afternoon to devote to them. They 
are gathering material for some sort of a symposium 
o?i tue unique plantation ownership in this area 
in early days for 1 suppose there was no other 
section where white and color developed along 
a common front with so much smoothness. 

In this age of functional design and utilitarian 

Td^i h 

serve no purpose, it is a piece of wooer, peTnaps 

mmhrnanin inclinations of a wood carvers iusDinLLtian^ —- 
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Friday, February 84th, 1961 


emorandum : 

The weather is a little on the rough side tonight, 
uihat with a brisk wind blowing out of the west and grouds 
knocking madly along the front gallery in consejuence. 

Tornado warnings were issued this noon 
along a band, loo miles north and south of a line 
running fromAlexandria, L r ., to -eri 'ian. Hiss., and 
the wind did blow but no tornado h d shown up by 7 
o'clock when the warning was withdrawn # 

It was cloudy -11 morning but mild in the 70's 
until 8 o'clock when c sprinkle descended and the 
thermometer droppedZO degrees within a few minutes. :L 'he 
nagnolia hlossoms arc he inn buffeted, of course but 
a carpet of pink, white and purple petals on the grass 
will be pretty in the morning. 

I somehow seem relieved to know that a, H., fter 
some castiila n b-ont, coni find nobody to make the junket to 
Scandinavia with him nd so he has compromised on c 
j.jUnt through r exico, ra veling with J. '.>■ illiqns, 

Merry Pro-' t rnd somebody'else, whose identity I h.vc forgotten, 
hey will le.-ve on the morrow. 

J. H.'s continued inteest in pheasants continues 
nd today he sent me a lovely pair he had 
loc ted in Many or in II t general neighborhood. ' L hey 
are sharing the b sse-cour with the others and 
oparantly like their new residence. 

Mot to be out-done in this increased collection of 
feet hered friends, I rounded up a companion for ^mnet 
-nd Erwin in the person of a fine, snowy white gander, 
lone of neck and quite pert with c fine top-knot on his 
brow to match his.bill. I<got him from the widow 

of the n)ark ^uke who raised him on Little^iver and I reckon 
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Sunday, February S6th, 1961 


Memo randum 


Tow of the 
pleasantly warm 


to do an automobile tour of Mexico instead of 
Scandinavia by air . With Messrs. Williams 
Pratt and Lemoyne he departed in mid afternoon 
on Saturday, Celeste was in town at cards and so 
I know not who hi him goodbye • 

the Chinese magnolias had readied their pink of f. 
by Saturday morning and ^uite a few business people, p 
this way, dropped in for a closer view, 

• ft 

dilda Si’ ons who has a camp down the river 
passed th,is . ay in the midst of the morning doings, 
asking me if she m.ght have some things to plant at 
her new ,camp. She brought a couple of men at noon 
nd things were dug and, although I r ally had 
other things, to do, 1 drove down to the camp, —about 
a mile below the svillway, where I pointed out the 
likely places for the new things to be set out . Like 
all amateurs in gardening, la Simons plants on the ass 
that epe ‘ything will remian about the sice of the indi 
when they are set into the ground . If a tenth of the 
st // grows, she will have lots of cutting and hauling 
out within two or three years but she can find that 


he is about a year, perhaps S years, old 


I named Low Paul because he is so tall end because 
the name of Low Paul is such a typical one among 
my colored friends. The father of the late Ette Levy 
who ran a plantation store there, is always referred to as 
Low Paul Levy, Law Paul Wiggins was a brother in l a w of the 
Park Puke, 1 ‘he local b rer's name is Low Paul 
end 1 kno n~t how many Low Pauls there : re in the 
ne .hghborhood, s d may have remarked before, the 
most interesting thing a bout this name is the wey 
it is spelled nd pronounced, for the name, Lov) 

Pv.al, ?s pronou.nced, is spelled Leopold, 

Carried to the ultimate, 1 suppose, one might refer to 
a conductor jicmed Low P c ul Stokowski or 
Low Pav.lvilie, Congo, and it would sound 
just and proper to loc 1 sons of the soil. 


One of the news commentators tonight 
suggested that president Kennedy sometimes 
treats the press "in a cavalier fashion". The 
complaint sepmed to be hased on the fact that 
the p resident had announced that in the future he 
would not reveal in advance where he planned 
to attend church on Sundays, People flock to 
a church where a r resident is planning to attend 
services, it is said and I must say I think 
the President is wrxis quite right in withholding 
such information although I must say 
that d cannot understand why people have 
to erwod into a church, simply becasue the President 
is likely to be there but that’s the way people 

ar«, 1 guess, If the *resident should 
change his mi nd, however, he mi lit be able to net 
some special award for getting people inside 
church doors even though their purpose wasn't so 
much to worship God as to get a look at 
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This morning there weru juite a few people who 
came 10 have a look at the magnolias, including Mildred and 
Peyton Cunningham, the Raymond Bre<azeals , some of the Pratts 
„nd so on. They remained until 12 :30 when some of their friends 
arrived and Celeste and I withdrew to the house across the fence 
for „ bite before a flock of Celeste's friends were due, 
for many had been invited. There was a party in town last night 
and 1 gather invitations to see the magnolias were issued somewha 
lierally. L hey there was another party somewhere or other 
this of te noon and those bidden to it were ,.-22 invited here 
before going on to the gaming tables. here will be 
another party tomorrow evening and tomorrow night and 
so the practice of hedonism swirls on. 



Blythe and her granddaughter, Ellen, came this afternoon 
bringing all kinds of good food and much seed for 
spring planting. Before they left, 1. 3. "Hi rd 
appeared and 10 or 12 other people who must h n ve 
received invita ion in town on Saturday. You may 
readily undextand how impossible ii was to work in secretaries 
amidst all such scuffling and when. 

twilight arrived and x had given supper to the boxer, 
the aqatic-b rds and the pheasants, guineas and so on, 1 
was just as happy toget to my desk and equally happy to 
see nobody. 

l'he reason Ellen Hand was with■ Blythe was because 
Ellen's papa and mama, Ed and Florence, along with 
a flock of other members of the legislators and wives, 
had gone on a frolic to MewCrleans, including the races. 

■ L he legislators must be having quite „ f ne time on 
money they tre^ getting from the special s essions of 
the Legislature. l think the fifth special session 


has just concluded, e a ch session running only a dozen days, 

?SS iia%Hn2 a liii V& faylA^ a f terward 
around two hundred thousand dollars and the one 
just, concluded met on only two occasions, once in 




Memo randum: 

Cloudy and v)arn this morning, drizsley and warm 
tonight, ~ a promise of rain before morning and 
patches of blue.before day is done. °o be it. 

'The nicest thing about today was the letter from 
Lyme -here will be several points in response which 
I may no touch on at this sitting but I 

shall take them up from time to time and I shall appreciate it 
if little Miss Lee will jog my memory, should x fail 
to cover all in due time. 

First off, may I say how surprised and delghted I 
am about the matter of Life. I had supposed the 
si'.bscr ption had much longer to run, going to show how 
fast time runs and how poor my memory is as to 
length of time since last it was renewed. x here was 
what 1 take to be a follow up 'letter in today’s mail and 
I shell enclose it, assuming, as I do, that it is simply 
n follow up th t may be duplicated until the matter 
has gone through whatever offices such matters go through 
until a name is removed and sometimes that seems to take quite 
a while, as 1 discovered in the case of the bill against 
a recent publication, purchased for little Mi3s Lee at 
°hristmas time, a bill that has long since been paid but for which 
I still continue receiving invoices. 

In the m.itter of the photo o Miss Cammie, the 
offer to 3ec'>re others h ving touched me as deeply as the Life matte 
I can’t think of any need for the reprints at the 
moment but I should be vastly appreciative if you would keep 
the print within comparatively easy reach so that if, at some 
. later time, one should be needed, it might readily 
be brought forth for repr oducing. Eventually it 
might be nice to place one such print in the 

files of The^n er rise and The'imes Picayune, neither of which 
has one. ' 

It goes without saying that I rejoice to learn of the 
melting of the iron curtain as exemplified by recent 
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evidenced through the medium, in part, or made easier by 
the presence of the youngsters, May the good work go on , 
not so much on account of those who initiated and kept 
going the curtain itself but for theotkrs who have 
been so unfairly effected by that business, 

I am delighted you have found the American Painters 
so interesting and I aoplaude your suggestion about adding 
it to, the Library of Congress list . 

As for the Andalusia article, I am enjoying it so 
much c .nd s ould like to keep it a little while longer but 
in the end, 1 should prefer to return it so that it may be 
once more incorporated in your collection, It has 
meant so much to me, just being able to get an impression 
of what the place is like, this knowledge therebye enriching 
my enjoyment of so many aspects of res arch since 
mention of the house will always henceforth he made 
so clear in my mind and any mention of Nicholas Biddle 
or members of his family, his fight with A ndrew Jackson , 
his annotation of the Lewis andCjark Journals, etc,, etc, 

• 

And may I thnk you for mentioning the several familiar 
names of people with whose careeers I like to keep up 
and for giving me the names of what is constituting local 
xhetatre doings • And at tfi,e same time, may 
I especially thank you for particulars regarding the 
impending further move for the cannonization of 
our pet "man of God", If ever the time were 
appropriate for such a move towai j switch a racial 
re presentative * the time certainly seems to be right now • 

Mr, Ilodges 'phoned from Many iMiis morning to 
suy he and his spouse would drop in to see the magnolias 
at 4 and remain for supper e If it rains much tonigh 
and if the winds should increase to BO miles an hour as 
i/ie forecasts indicate, the sign of this year s 
magnolias will be mostly petals "on the grass, alas" m 

% 

I turned out *mmet and &rwin and Low Paul this afternoon 
for some grass pulling in the iris garden, I 

had to skip to the store in mid afternoon and was surprised, on ret 
to find Low iaul had followed me as far as Celeste's cattle gap. 
Card party and slumber party across the fence tonight nd so turns 



Tuesday, February 28th, 1961, 


Memorandum : 

It rained half an inch lest night and 
it,cooled to the lower 40's. This morning was damp and 
cloudy until noon when the sun came out to make the 
afternoon as dazzling a s only a spring day can he 
dazzling and tonight the moon is radiant, especially where 
the moonbeams catch the dew on the magnolia 
petals, converting them to mother of pearl • 

Ce-ileste's slumber party last night was 
a great success, as I learned from participants over 
the coffee cups, after wiiich I gave a magnolia tour 
to souls who appreciate slumber parties more 
thanalabaster magnolias under a cloudy sky . 

This i fternoon, after doing some work in the 
gourd garden, rigging up finer details in the trellises, I 
sauntered out toward the side gate a few minutes before 
four and chanced to meet with the Hodges duo. 

We had such a pleasant tour and they both loved Ghana which 
neither had seen before. 

There was time for a d a b of port at Yucca 
before supper, Celeste coming over to join us. tapper 
was very pleasant, grits, fried chicken, ham, hot 
b isc-'its, olives, pickles, preserved figs, pears, and so on,* 
and we lingered at table for half an hour afterward until 
Celeste had to run away to participate in a party in town where 
she will remain over nigtit. 

The moon was already shining when the rest of 
us returned to Yucca for a session lasting until after 8 
when the Hodges had to head out for *■'hreveport where they 
stay very little, they tell me, devoting most of thr time 
to the gardens at Many, 

Ttie b.th are entranced with the Melrose story 




















Francois Mignon Papers, 0M-3889 


in the Southern Historical Collection 
FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


11021 


11020 


Wednesday, March 1st, 1961 


Fa>r and pleasantly cool. 

Today's post was late because on the first 
of the month, the postman has to stop at every 
house along his route. 'That mq.y be a slight exag 
but only slight for, as it implie , every house 
gets a pe■ sion check. 

^nd th us it was afternoon, before I received 
the neat little package from Lyme which I shall o 
this week end, feeling that it contains a ribbon 
this machine, t gather this gift is a timely one 
the typed words strike me as looking mighty faint 
so such, a pleasant tie the ribbon mikes as''he twee 
Lyme and Lestan. 


ciii'd, doth want me .to write a book about it# 
they want me to c me over to the gardens for a prolonged 
week end to talk about it. I think Low 
Paul would enjoy such an outing and perhaps I might 
be able to persuade him to go in my place'. 

© 

specking of Low Paul reminds me that I 
sent 19 dick eggs to n electric in.cubator 
today and so I might get some ducklings on or about 
April .Fool's day. Frankly, T think the eggs 

haven t been handled as adroitly as they might have been a nd so 
i y sU.Il really he surprised if few hatch. It 
goes without saying that I shall be holding the 
thong t that they may he placed in the a incubator 
forthwith so that, in case even one may issue from the shell, 
it may ate its brith from the 30 th, what with 
only four weeks being required from the time the setting 
process gets under way. 


I have had quite a busy day on fwo or three fronts, 
not the leapt of whi h hasbeen.en ertaining some 
Alexandria gals who wanted to take a gander ct the 
magnolias. Mildred Cunningham's daughter who 
fell in 1 vc witty the blossoms on Sunday had 
asked if she might bring two or three Idies up today. 

■‘■hey invited me to join them in ^atchito''hes for lunch which 


A wire call tonight from town was put through to me 
to ask what i know a ! out J. T. McCoy and somebody 
Rachel, both of Ci ou ti erville, whose names appearede.d to 
on the i dice Blotter in town as having been arrested on 
the strength of some forgotten law that orl ids a white o 
•'_£ c °y> J rom carrying a person of color, —l a Rachel. 

This ought to cause quite a stir when the news gets nois 

about I haven t tjme tonight 

to shake the grapevine but tomorrow will 

proba'ly provide ample particulars to 

one possessed of a fairly effecient grapevine. Surely 

me vast assortment of Cousin n-mmets and cheap politicia: 

ought to be having fits before the end of the week if 

t.iis news flash gets flashed which I 

certainly hope it doesn't, for the sake of those 

concerned, although it would be sort of nice 


night in town but did pass this way this morning around 1C 
to ny agents, but lingered only five minutes when she took 
°SS again in her fine new pale blue Cadillac and 
must be lingering,on in town tonight. 

Before folding up my beard last night, 

I knocked off a Cane^iver M emo f or next week. D y 
consulting the status of the magnol a blossoms and judging 
their primary excellence would be fading within the next 
week or ten days, I decided to kiycck of a few 
words on magnolias generally. jlhis will appear 
a week hence and L count of the evaporation of this 
season's glory to disco\ rage town readers of the piece 

jollopy and descending on this 
cizaaei ofiovlihess jor this season. 
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-1 have n 
Harry Reezner 
Tonight" has 
isn t enthusi 
I tRink it wa 
Mr, Kennedy " 
would suggest 
on the commen 
there was the 
who, when -rye 
in a chair do 
The re are a c 
such a quotut 


oticed tic or three times of late that 
of CBS's program, " 1 he"orld 
used s.me verbs that somehow.suggest he 
astic about M r. Kennedy, u ast night, 
s, he said something out 
rattling around", a chocie of words that 
there might cbe tacit criticism 
tator's mind . And then 

direct quote from the *resident's 3 year old daughter 
stioned, reported her father to be sitting 
ing nothing, his shoes and stockings off, 
ouple of dubious points in such *n interview and 
i on. 


1 n the first place, I think Caroline should be restrained 
from'consorting with reporters. That's one thing, &nd 
<ji other tiling is that I thj-nk reports should 
not be questioning 3 year old children, asking 

them to report on what their papas are doing, And thirdly, if the 
has been .permitted to es blish contact with the press and 
if the press has asked the c ild questi ns of this type, T think 
press ethics should restrain the reporters from airing 
the answers, 

I haven't heard any reports of the progress being made 
by the Mexican travelers although 1 have no doubt that, as usual, 
when such jaunts are made, there are daily telephonic 
communications, constituting a sort of 
remote absentee operation of the plantation, 

1 believe the wife usually gets her information from the 

store since it would probably be pretty difficult 

for the husband to be able to catch up with s his spouse 

unless he should have a minute 

schedule of social activies during his absence, 

Turing the past several day3, girl friends of the wife have unsucc 

tried contacting her by 'phone, getting 

precisely no where, x hen they give me a buzz, as 

thought I would have any more notion as to where she might be 

tricked down than they, I can but marvel, —although 

T ought to be used to it by now, that the 

incessant merry-go-round can keep increasing its 

soeed progressively w ith the passing of time while the lady 

herself complains she is nervous and tired,,,,,,. 


child 


essfully 
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Thursday, March 2nd, 1961, 





Memorandum : 

lovely, cloudless Spring day, 

I saw my neighbor at the store along abou 
1 0:30 this morning. She had just arrived 
in her car, after having spent the night in town. She 
siad she was too exhausted to s ay anything and was going 
straight home to prepare for a party at her house 
this afternoon, immediately after-which she would 
be leaving for town to join some friends and would be 
back sometime tomorrow, --just as drunk on party¬ 
ing as a man who had just swallowed a quart of whiskey. She said 
I simply had no idea how tired and nervous a he really is. Drunken hu 
is a thought that had never come to mind before. One can but 
wonder how long this pattern can continue, 

— , 

vis for myself, I didn t make a single party today 
although, in spite of that disappointment, I didn t find 
time hanging he vy ok my hands. After I set some men to work 
gathering materials on the river bank for further 
trellis co ns tructi on, I ha-d & prolonged conference 
withSam Trown and wife, going through flock of legal 
papers convering Sam '3 brother-in-law, sent to A ngola 
for fourty years in 1959 for having shot his wife's head off. 

The boy's name is Levy Peace and quite a plpasant boy when 

not murdering his wife, I had extracted kiln from anAlexandria jail 

in the 1940's but angola is farther away and has higher walls, 

I wanied some of my mulatto neighbors to see the 
magnolias about which they had ex pressed a longing to observe 
a nd I got that engineered before noon. 

Just as T finished dinner, Dr, Talley dropped in, en route from 
Hatch toches to -Hew Orleans. I v)as glad to discuss 
finer 00 nts in acclusion, and kindred matters with her. 

Dr. Talley wants to bring somebody up this way next month but 













T" 


fiSOIj. 






T 
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appears a little uncertain as to their or his credentials, --photogra 
from 1 r on"' urta in countries are said to be exploring the possihlity 


of getting material for what purpose 
can t imagine who. all that business 


1 know not 
is a out. 


and I, for one , 


was a 'le got back to the gardening business 
for a little while this afternoon but in the midst 
of the party going on across the fence, the lady 
''ailed me to say Dr, McCook and wife had 

arrived at her house nd she wondered if 1 would take them 
off her hand3 and out of hcv--pq.rty, I would, x 'hen 
ensured a bus ness, the like of which I have never ex¬ 
perienced, in pity and hilarity, verry McCook, the wife, is a six fo 
a nd b\g arou.id. Dr, McCook is a five footer, thin-thin, and ohviousl 
weighing TT\.u<±h less than 80 pounds, Th e wife had a stroke a year or 
two ajao and all the readers in the Mary B a ker 
Eddy c mp, read as they d id, could jget d erry to walking 
well again. One foot doesn t track straight and the other 
flops off at an angle and sRe carried a cane for use not for show 
and is able to t ke a step of 'out one inch at a time. Dr, 

McCook also carries' a can, or, more precisely drags a cane, 
and the little old man, looking like Death hadalready knocked twice, 
inching along leside theEtatue of Liberty, looking hail andhearty exc 
for her slow motion end ungraceful progress present a spectacle 
that made you want to laugh and cry at the same time, 

«?’• .» ' • •- 

Mot only did they want to inspect every maganolia hut they 
even wanted to travel all the wey ot ^aua, 
i7\ch by inch, and then hadin mind to sit down for a 
prolonged chat at Yucca, in 3pite of a long one at Ghana, 
but fortunately ji workman, departing for the day, uolonteered to me i 
their hearing that the supper bell had been t apped a while 
back, and therefore the. McCooks decided to inch their way 
back to the front gate I hope they are sleeping well 
tonight, I'm sleepy already, But I have a dab of mail 
to do and 


BSOil 




shall get busy, 
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f ,ng a report by ’phone 
Datcliitoches gentlemen 


'riday, March 3 rd, 1961 


Memorandum : 

Cloudy and warm, 

I was interested in getting 
from the Enterprise c bout the 

who journeyed to BatonP.ouge yesterday with a view to getting 
theGovernor to allot three hundred thousand dollars of public 
funds to the restoration of the old fort in town. The 
Governor had promised such funds when a candidate for office. Like 
many a campaign speech, however, the words of promise seem more or 
less forgotten, now that the candidate has graduated from that 
status to the post of G overnor 0 y e pointed out that 
he would expect Dafichitoches to supply about one hundred eighty five 
ti.ousand of the three hundred t ousand dollars requested, 

Ordinarily that would just c bout finish off that project for the 
duration of this Administru tion, g.t least. But CousinEugene Watson 
has been the primary drum beater in fnvor of the restoration 
of the fort a nd CousinEugene has a brother. Cousin 
Arthur atson, who is a power in politics and it seems likely 
that Cousin Arthur will cook up something that will 
squeeze some money out of the Governor regardless, Time 
will tell, as the adage has it, and I, for one, can sit quietly 
on the side lines and observe what happens or doesn't happen 
withequanimity, Personal ly the restoration of the old fort 
has never excited my enthusia^sm much and I have ong wished that 
efforts should he c ons&ntrated on s ving what remains to be saved but 
will not be rescued from obliteration unless the same effort that 
the fort enthusiasts are expending on the revival of the old fort, 

I, S.Willard who made a reproduction in miniature 
rebuilding of the thing and I know that there are 
especially among the pale population, to whom the 
certain gleam in the eye although that fact seems 
since the same men haven't enough sm imagination 
create a picture of what might be done for an ancient landmark 
still extant but tottering on the edge of obliteration, As 
a resident of the Parish, I h a ve prob a bly done as much by way 
of propaganda in fzvor of the fort c s have many another but 
I have done so merely because 1 t ink the idea is alright but most 


inclines to favor t 
those, 

word, fort, elicits 
the more remarkable 
to 
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Sunday, March 5 th , 2961* 




certainly not the most to be desired in buildings to be 
preserved and especially so since the fort vanished utterly from 
the local scene at least 1 50 years ago so that nothing 
remains by w c JJ of a sketch or* a plan or a description of its 
appearance. Subsequent forts have likewise vanished in the 
Natchitoches area, prior to the close of the ante helium period, 
believe I. S.Willard got her model worked up from accounts 
of other forts of a hov.t the same period. 

, A week or two ajo I had a letter from the mother of a 
man I h. : ve known a long, long time. he mother stated 
her son had had a stroke end was dying. In a very round¬ 
about way I learned today that the man had indeed passed on and 
I am quite surprised at the complete lack of emotion it evoked, ez 
cept in sym athy for the mother. &he had written in her letter 
her son had led such a. pure life, it seems odd he should be 
struck down thus. I must say the purity of his life had 
been exceptional, so far as relations with other people 
was or were concerned. So far as I know he had no enemies 

and no friends and, so far as I know, hc.d never invited a gal to 

so much as a movie. His life was all wrapped up in transportation 
and he devoted office hours and nights ijo paper work 

on the subject and when his office wasn t oepn, as on Sundays, 

he kept right along,on his labors over the week end. Human 
robot seems like a paradox and I wonder at it all and 
what satisfaction his labors gave him and what his financial 
success paid off. I mention the case only because it is 
the only one I ever knew in which an individual apparently h a d 
no interest from a personal viewpoint in c »y human being 
for even the majority of men whom 1 have know who were ''married tc 
their businesses" did dften have a wife or some sort of 
a human companion I am glad his 85 year old mother is 
a spiritualist a nd so, ± hnve no doubt, will find much solace 
in being n ble to est a blish regular contact with her only son 
through the services of a medium 

And spiritualism reminds me to mention th. t one of the 
gray pheasants seems to h-^ve a fair claim to being 
possessed of the pe donality of Dr. Hiller, if you believe 
in transmigration of souls. Pheasants are inclined to be shy 
but this comparatively small gray one has taken me under 
her wing, in a manner of speaking, coming to meet me at the 
gate when she sees me approaching and readily takes her food from I 
hand, seeming to prefer it to cracked corn sc tiered on the groundM 
I must remember to mention this business to Robina. 


Memorandum: 


weekend ef clouds, driazlos and warmth. 


v. H. return heme this evening and I broke 
bread with him and Celeste about 6. In T or 8 dagn 
J. H. and party had "dene" the broad outlines of Me 

. _ XL 1 J . _1 _ ___ X 1# . -J _ . /H-f _• X » _ __ 


bia* 


Ornsiss .4 

— 3 it. 

l AO&4 6 


married 


. J. H. and party had "done" the broad outlines of Mexico, 

down the Gulf coast a oross to Meries City a»d thenee North and a round 
, . t . i. a nd a bout. They droye, ‘of course, and in f days 

Mot only saw everything but traveled at an average of 500 miles 
a day over territory, they had often covered befofore, including a 
similar trip o er the same neighborhood last year, For 
an acelusion vietim to subjeet himself to anafe 
r . exhaustion, I a w at an utter loss to Understand 

the whys and the wherefores,* Celeste whispered to me 
. that he looked awful • Sad I made such a 
J a unt, I should have been a corpse, They say that a ib»nt the 
only plaqe in Mewioo where cotton is grown is in the Rio Grande valley 
As none of the travelers are interested in the kistorieal, architeetur 
geograhie, soeial appests of thor vountry, * am quite at 
a loss to imagine why theykwant to sourry all over 
the place at «ntfc speed hut I guess' it all boils down , 
to a restlessness, to be % burning up energy and it doesn t matter 
what form the overdue takes. Just so long 
aS. they are draining tyemselves of all their energy as 
fast as possible, V 1 V 

Baw-fit n ooiAl *7 n 3 aii. ; *'' i.iij ? o 

J. H. says there is a olomp in foreign travel 
in Mgies with SO pereent less touristy- last year and 
even lese travelers, thie year, He said he had two excellent meals dur 
his trip, Re said thy Meiyeo.ity restaurant, formerly 
operated b Chase and Soud*«rn h Q s besn sold to Rewall and 
that the food^appyared far beliw its former t 
standard. Three thousand five hundred x > 

miles of tr a vel a nd two passable meals in seven 
days seems to be Just.about the and trftttanaa of 
' the patient 1 s efforts of last week and t try as I may, I 
can make no sense *nt of any of it, 

J- j- ;y *.;• 1 SJ -.»U A . x‘4 Vt Lki \| i il *• f'- 

The Chinese magnolias Just about finished off this year’s 
display in this weekend of alterinating sunshine and showers. 

Tender green,leaves are beginning to replace the blossoms 

• j . ■ 5 ;;. • * . ■ • . n J i :»r- S 

3\sl t .•;• bn; 019,. 132* 91 *3' *ifl \ , f 0 •}. 

.■ *»*»• it ">4 4 in y \n "zo- ..4 o* .n ' .4' 11 •« r.. 
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;r ■ l.fcl 9 


,*\i ..m m sol ui t t 8 halo \* biia/.aou. 

s'Af it . ' ttu t lu{; e5r. v o*i%A in.<on • In • 

while the eane i$ .true amnnf thn pear trees whese leases 
t are just about completely grew *». Imnnd tftn dial and alnnf 
in Qhana /•*•*, **e enemy leases of the ribbengrass 

is out ef the ground bp half a feet while the self sewn lettuee, swe 
kasil and sash libs are already making a brass stand, In 
1 l phert, ^Spring. is upon us eerily* * ' ■ -y ; -o 

in • 

Juanita B. called me Saturday merning to Say she m euld 
like te vipit me during the a fternsen, driptng dewnwith Pat whs 
had seme business te attppdyte at the ntnrn* She 
arrised a little after 1, hearing seme wenderful petate seup and 
s. *i« eme fine heme madp were beef,>4 She had never seen 
■)U o the magnelias in flower defers and really- enjeyed the lithe go-round 

x Peepie came while we were*esamiuing the pheasants and we didn't get 
i chance te ehpt.as mere people earns as seen as the ethers 

had gene and remained until nearly 5 when Pat and Juanita went 
beak te tewn, seeend group ef peeple had made an appeint- 

went threugh J,-H, a week age, a Mr, and Mrs, ^ «> 

Meere ef Alesandria, As. Mrs . Me ere had a* sister and a niece and 
tee 8 er 10 year eld>ef/spring, Mr, Meere decided net te oeme, 
l\e meere party was wenderful, the ebildren being tee harum-searum 
te eemprehend anything while the three grown-ups 
were wenderful in that they were all able te talk at the same time 
and withal constantly and yet seaehew seemed te sateh glimpses 
at to •bat the ethers were saying, ~ Ifc* three ladies were 
equipped with eamerae, tee, and, as yen knew, 
ene cannot give a oemprehensiee tear * 

te camera enthusiasts hks- invariably are concerned with 
seenes and camera • eperatiens and tnoaPatle .e 
.ovoe »i.i! e>U • • Tol .13 ,• a&lis 1 

et handling the machines add listening te what the abject ef their 
yhetegraphie effort in all a *»nt. I theught they didn't 
get mush eut ef whatevee Itrtied te oentribute which wasn't 
much hut they all threught they had a wenderful time and that 
it all that mattered • &...■ 'i t- i 

♦ ait#'- u\z i. . i .*e it, fciti o. jui&o i \e t>- • it v,,ivu 

te « Zelma same t *isee ,me.this afterneen, bearing feed frem Blythe w 
spent yester ay at the camp withJean and Miriam, 

It mas tee muddy fer them te venture ever here and that left me 

an opportunity te make the meet ef my non ribben frem Lyme,,,,,,,,, 


a' i 
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Menday, March 6th, 1961, 


Memorandum: , 

'r .» ■ at eo-c *•> * 

i > , , Hlevdless, Ant and humid with the thermometer 
in the QO's, -te 

t i , i 

19 < ' . : 41 Xii den t knew if I ran off the tr a ek er net 

i t n yesterday's * eme, Sven ms I have already 
+ ■ dene tenight, se yesterday I made ett envelepe 

> befere deing aything else en this machine, 

• -> Juanita B, had "treaded it mp" a nd I get the impressien 
, v it was werking alright when, shertly after cur little ehit- 

t chat, I discovered the ribben was all,t a ngled up and the typing 
getting me where, I think there waen fra ything ef interest 
9 in Sunday's memo anyway se if it didn L t traek a ny, yeu 
v. dill have missed nething, I -o “ 

get ope ef my friends whs knews nething about 
a typewriter te "thread it up" again and I'm helding 
the theught the inesperieneed field hand' may have mere 
y a l*ok than an ew- typewriter operator, tlv 

rt 

Tenight I heard President Xennedy's brether-in- 
law en the radie, I have never seen his name written 
but it nn«ndn an theugh it might be semething like 
Sargent Sehretber, Anyheeeee, I was quite impressed 
by the similarity efvetoes, pronunciation a nd word-personalities 
ef these two gentlemen, Se f a r as the medtum 
ef radie gees, it weuld seem te me that, if they se destred, eit 
ef these might take evbr the mierephene in place ef the 
ether witheut a » average listener like me ever guessing 
.. ,_lthat it wasn t the veice ef the President I was hear,kng, 
o . should it, indeed, be that ef Herr Sehreiber, That peeple 

should seund alike isn't tee rare, I reckon, but, 

.. as I consider the matter, this is the first tine in my 
life I ever heard ef brethers-in-law who might be a kl« 
te pass,%the ene fer the ether. Surely there is 
tee much difference in their speech ferthe Kennedy brothers 
te pass, the ene fer the ether, fer the Presidents manner is 
3 quite nnlt*e that ef the Attorney General, I 

must say it is odd, however, that brothere-in-la* 
should sound mere identical than brethers. Hew 
v I find, myself wondering if Herr Sehrtiber id a ny way resembles 
_ the President in physical appearance, 

3 r.n vtiyA* •' to abuoocs:: 200 if- \sioeaoo»K 
e. i J w oltnem «i : i 3 . fc t mn -.a noiawim 31 llu\ r , 

, 


I 
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Tuesday, March fth, 1961, 


*\ s . a 


I talked with I, S•Willard en Saturday 
night and was interested te learn she had had a 
■ letter frewPesalyn Aswell, I .believe' I, S,Willard 
had sent la Aswell ene er an*then papers l a *illard 
■«00 in her Art Department, thinking Resalyn, as an artist, 
11 night he interested, \ And se she watt and se came a letter 
fremResalyn, pested in 8^ nsvtlle, Fleriday, saying that 
her aunt had a private scheel there and that she was with 
ber^fpr a visit and felt a great urge te eencem 
v herself with yeungsters frew 3 te & in te a ehing Art, That 


ix . . t spsmed te 


he the sum and substance ef the brief but friendly nets, 
ws I hepe *esalyn, if she hasn't already, finally 


Heaven, knews _ -«■ j »». 

,i decides te remain with her aunt and get all wrapped up 
x \\v. teaehing the kindergarteners, ?hat night be at 



. 


least ene slain te her tine and energy that weuld keep her 
fren ever, returning te Hatehiteches, I, S. 

. wniard very kindly g we me the Gainesville address but I 
* •» shall net sake use ef it beeauss I think it just as 

well tha-p- *esalyu be aliened te fergst her Lenisiana interlude 
/• r a while and se send her Fleriday reets inte the greund a 
little faster* What with relatives in^Fleridayw and 
7 Qeergia, it strikes me as better that she sheuld remain within 
their spheres ef influence fer quite a leng time, 

V' '• S' 1 '* ’ M ' t ,18- 1 - • ./* 

-kb fer ether gesstp, I was interested te learn fren 
Juanita B, en Saturday.aftemeeu that while she and 
x Wft aleng nicely with their -.netghbers, Jack and 

A * n Britten,there isn’t a s much serdtaltty a s fernerly en 
r -\the rat and Juanita side* I asked ne particulars Sit 
, - gathered that Put felt Jack had dene'him an til¬ 

th** pelvtisally which nay er nay net h a we been in oenneotten 
i w \* h ttl « Assistant District Atterney’s Jeb which Pat had 
and which Jack get when Jimmy Bavts became Qeverner, 

■Si .»* • aria b*;a * 

. I theught ± mas geing te de a let df wdrk tenight 
-> Vt* 1 de.ubt if I de, what with being already 
. bAWSPVe 1 dey t seen te ntnd full » 

summer heat at all but the first ef the year fren the 
jven, seen te make me se drowsy when night 
settles dewn a nd I can again enjoy the luwury ef felding 
8“ bp. my beard with all deers and windews open and the 

velvety qjigl ity ef the air suoh ante make any oeuering un¬ 
necessary and sleep desoends a lmest before ene gets 9 

a fall 15 minutes ef news. The radie mentiened that it was 
warn in Lyne yesterday. May it sentinue thus and se i 




• a» 


r (jji'uiai.i \j a S bw x ’ itv ae&o wtiie bssi i 

s'* ustitai •« bat 

Menerandunt 

m 9i:e4iai^ 

, Cleudy and team with the humidity at a be ut 
1 00 percent, I regken things are geing te 

it A A 1 A ## _ 1 « 4 . 1 ^ ^ J ' L J. A _ « «. V _ ii < 


I S & S.4UV 

VJ MU' 

2 • i\ 

. „ib*t 


3 b 
«ii 






. a ? c - • 9 


of#l •// o littlgrtenight fer altheugh therefore plenty 
ef stars <n the seuthern'skips, there is a censtant 
flashing if light'ning sut ef the nerth+ preduoing 


a statio that scrambled rafts reeeptien wenderfully. 


X ‘ . *u. 


V, - . 3 t i. 

The 9 e[eleok ceffee tasted pretty geed but there was 
semething vaguely suggesting a bitterness 
a beut the reasen,fer mine hestess getting se little 
sleep last night. She said her husband had gene 
*, te bed at t*but had rested little and was up and 

stirring apeut by 8, &he test his temperature whioh 
was 202* He aoeepted an asperin and decided te read a while beferc 
. 9 *ing te sleep, Aqserding te this repert, little sleep ensured. 

Temperature this merning was dewn te 99, At 8 last night 
she had suggested her husband spend a quiet night at the hespital b 
t he demurred. He sdid he was already passing a quieter night than 
any in the last week while en the Mewioan hejira 
which suggested there was mighty little en that. She said he didn’ 
leek at all well. At neen tha clerk said he theught he leeked 
*w tyPi frPUP* servant when I enceuntered later in the 
afterneen said she theught he didn't leek well, I saw him 
at sypper and oenoluded I knew nething since he ate fairly 
well and, acter that he is, perhaps* appeared as vigereus as 
4 usual* I ebserve what, gees en, listen te reperts fren 
varieus quarters-,and end up by understanding nething, 

. ‘ n J&jU 

• As ne ene t is using Madam Regard,rTsuggested e er the ceffee o\ 
that, husband, ynd wife beth might rest-- better and feel freer te 
turn ever and neve a beut if each eceupied a separate 
' bed but I was teld thatweuldnft de at ; a22 and it 

was peintless te ask why and x se I didn t. Hew edd are 
the ways peeple rig things up fer perssnal 
inosnvenienes, a* " 

ii i, i\ jui air.-'' o . nab".V4 l 

• •• • 

uttaib v Ll a.U ti n j ut dinar* ai tiioi a- ?• . M 5*1 H 




I 


? t\'i - *nifiiTao a* y .sa ac ua*'- '.Kt. wt.'.a d.afi -v 









Fiotn the Francois MiGNON Papers# #M—5889 in the Southern Historic*1 Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 



ICO It 


11032 


ICO 11 


11033 


ci * " • 




I realised mine heeteee wouldn't find it <*y laughing matter 
and I accordingly manifested ne merriment when she reported 
that semetime during the evening just hs things had quieted 
dewn a little, seme official frem the telephene company 
inAlesandria called J,'Hs te say what a ftne tine his wife 
a nd party had had when they pasted this way sn Saturday afternoon, 
I reckon there's ne point in writing a th^nk yeu nets if 0 “>*/« 
oom have her husband, a 'phene effioial, ebntaot 
the country leng distance*at night te say what etherwise she might 
. feel Impellents write • ' '' n: •'* 045Oo 0 

Mitchell, the axe, Jeurneyed te .Shreveport en Sunday, 

* .-:s being unabletio ftnd comfort at home, The grapevine 
reported Me returned te the plantation tentjht. As 

will net agree --ts an operation and as the hospitals are 
pretty orewded, it was prbbably felt he might as well 
let the eancer take its course at heme, It seems strange 
that a» accident victim gets operated en witheut the oensent 
ef anyone but one oannet operate for oanosr withbut the patient's 
oensent .and that in this 3tate>, anyone suffering frem tuber* 
oulosts dnesn t h a ve to go to a free hospital for treatment but 
may remain at*heme as long as he pleases, That ts probably 
" \ malady isnt better controlled. 




, ,. iK ^ . -the reason why that malady 

fluoixs ■ !>»U tie V'o.h! J9W >•'- - u ( V‘;° 

9 ., , I all quite surprised at the number of letters coming te 

3 , hand, that is to meg as a we suit of the Cane R iVer Memo 
in which reference was wade to *he Best inCookiwg 
v. e in fiatohitochec , >Naturally I simply pass these 

along to a representative of the romans Club in town, At 
> the same time * during t^c pact couple of weeks,-1 have 
... received quite a few letters about gourd seeds. Host 
, of these gourd letters seem te stem from central Mississippi, 
cities like Jaokson and so on. Most ef them specify 
~ , a desire for prnawtental gourd Seeds, l As they all seem te come 

from people of whom 1 have never heard, I take it that 
seme publication must haife run an article on the subjeot, using 
my na»« and address', I think 1 shall send the 
whole batch to barren, a simple notatfsn attaohed, readingt 

"More of the stuff in whioh nobody is-interested 

I continue gardening at a great rate but ftnd it 
impossible te keep ahead ef the on-rush of Primivera, 

One of these days the radio will be mentioning the annaul Madison S\ 
Garden show and then we may be certain Spring has really arrived,,,, 


I 'TOu' 


V 5 ,<c '' 


Wednesday, March 8th, 1961, 


Memorandum • 

Clear and cool, —sort ef SO-ish, with 
spanking March winds blowing all day but dying dewn 
tonight, in the western sjcy, Venus burns so brightly 
she almost casts a shadow, c 
at ; .v • ■ muss) ?.. .\t wniM ’ (I b 

I didn’t sec my ceffe partner at 9 this 
morning, what with something going on in town, Frem 
t . . the house servent, however, I learned that J, U, hadn’t 

slept well last night and had' returned te bed for an hour 
and a half aftr breakfast, 

' '.r 9 V ; g q .• et ' 'iO j . gfB'T t .\.L .6 • 3 (• 

r He sent me cm electrician this noon te attend to a light 

in^the avant cour needing attention and Fugabou was 


\Jt* a 

i T i T . «’ 


sent to see if I needed him to do anything for me, I did. 

During the afternoon he ploughed the &hana garden and then harrowed 
it and I am delighted this first step in anticipation 
ef Spring planting has been mqde, U. 

,o . (c . a : V-. V.. ' -> U .v - • L .'I -i ; 

At supper, J, H, opined that the time was perfect 
for employing people who, next week, would be scattered 
all over the several plantations and therefore, if it was alright 
with me, a flook e workmen would descend en me at dawning 
to put in a new floor ip the bath and install,new 
plumbing fixtures, etc,, etc, I am delighted to have 
,.•< this work dene and am not complaining that 

_ , this means a heap ef wgrk for me te do before sun- 

up en the morrow, 

iti vii;io \* oTce at ato tn . •' ^ 

here are two large amoirs, chuck full in the 


s. 


- 9-J'i Mi 
S t\ ; V 


bathroom, not to mention one marble top chest of draws, 
scads of Mr, Belle’8 furniture atop the 


* 

a rnoirs and quite an assortment ef othgr odds and 
v ends, a seqewhat defunct typewriter, and the Lord knows 
what all, I shall move everything moveable 
before folding up tonight so that,when tomorrow 
r gets going, the workmen may remove the arnoirs to 

f i/iiti'Wrni'aiiSmttoit 

h a ve to be moved as I believe it rests on 
■' the chimney breast and not en the fJLejeji . As 
it is about six feet wide and 9 feet high, topped with 
more of Mr, Belle’s stuff, and loaded down 


on ( 
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Thurad y, March 9th, 1951 , 




: i\- ' 

i,<: t j'.l .-O'. . , • -t , i* 0 

Itt: c *. i . i ,'i lie t; Mi-A* 3 : W i'vI. V.- ; * 8 

with #/ "tresora", I held the thoughfit may he 

left where it standa I» guess it ia fust aa well 
I didn't knew a bout thia sudden determinatien te 
de thia work until supper time far, had I knewn it 
waa. contemplated, I should have put the electrician 
a yd the trader driver t te werk en helping meve the stuff and, 
consequently wouldn't have get the eueide werk 
attended te, Aa yeu knew, the deer from my boudoir to my 
hath is am a ll, requiring one to go out of the heudeir or h a th deer 
giving on. the gallery te negotiate passage of anything of 
a ny sine that is to he moved from room te room, Unfortunately 
.an armeir, tee heavy fer me to meve hy myself, stands in front of 
the bathroom door giving »t» the gallery and so I know not 
hy what legerdemain I shall achieve most of my labors tonight hy 
myself• All in all, it would seem to he 
exercise I shall he getting before folding tonight, 
u.c •»: s ~ >i• c • . ■ 

Charles Pyle of Paulas V a lley, Oklahoma, was here a week or 


• X c air 


so t ago, Me is some frtend of J, H,'s who occasionally 
invests in a Hunter and what he wanted to- buy the other day 
was, appropraitely enough, a hunting scene hy Hunter, 

I asked her to make one and she ..delivered it today and 
I shall, forward it on the morrow or whenever it is quite dry, 
-It isn t a had composition, a nd conventional enough, ~ 
a couple of hunters to left and right of center, a white 
horse with a red saddle doth, sort of olimhing in the 
direction of a h\g green tree, still to the left, Across the 
top of the c a nvas flie\ many rather large birds, hl a ck in 
color and vulture like in form, To the right in another 
large tree, slap in the top of which stands, 
unexpectedly enough, a full steed deer, Somehow it all 
reminds me of that old hook entitled "The Flying 
Cows of Biloxi", I knew not if Hr, Pyle will 
fanoy this creation not as a whole hut he will oertainly 
find the deer seotion surprising, 

busineltf,* et hU8 V and 9 et inU moving 

o *• | Q hiiO x i <» • '* -i .. g v 


IVe 


Memorandum* 

Clear with chilly Maroh hreexes and I guess 
it's in the 40's tonight, 

Of one thin*, I a w certain, I'm not 
Passing out with 0 the heat and intend going to 
be.d early to get warm, 

I carted and pushed things around last night 
until nearly 2 a »d “to* U P before day to carry on 
a where lgft off and grab another hath and shave before 
laborers arrived to start tearing up thg bathroom, 

I think they made pretty good progress although 
zthey would have gone.farther, had there not been the 
necessity of waiting for a track to go to poton to 
fepoh back some pipes or some such material. Because 
of the unfinished state of things,, there is no 
water and no heat available and, if T had 
good sense, I suppose 1 would been parking at 
the big house where there are ample supplies of 
water, heat and beds, what, —and 1 pause to knee# wood, 
with nobody present at the moment in that section. 

But even though my boudoir presents quite a craxy 
quilt of everything imaginable and taking a single step 
requires care not to kick something in one's way, 

I prefer to remain here and, thanks to a friendly old 

electric pad, I should be as snug as a bug in a rug, 

. i., . . • - » t - ■' , s .> 

t I was careful not to let J, M, think 1 saw him 

foming toward the big house along the brick walk at 
supper time, He walked slowly for him and two 
or three times it was obvious he wasn't walking 
very straight. He remains always the * a ctor, however, 

; a»? wa« at affable as always although the fatigue of 
his last week's Jau\it certainly engendered a 
tiredness that cannot be thrown off as quiokly as it 
.was engineered, t , , 

:■« OL 1. ■ ;•>* ft*' 


■- ‘ k.' 
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• \jll-Ao iU• \l n 
♦ • ■ iteS t. .*©* a A-t Mi 8* & i 


• r «« «•’ i »IU. 1 t i.uU Bit* \£ 

Qo u b«SJ'i. . ' itu ia-,1 &0-: AS .u y*j* v, i; ts. 

. n .. 4 i<j'A ci \jL-ioa b * 

3 Aoiii are i tu./io a£iu»14 . bn . l:aSnao 1 

I centinue hearing nething freu Janes er Kay 
and frem a card frem l a Stem, pested, I believe, in 
• Atlanta, I gather she wrete it en reute te Charleaten 
by air, 1/ I o a n find it in all the hubub 

I shall encleee it. It reads seme thing liket 
"Seme, Kay and James, tee," er sene such. This 
faot, if it *« ene, prebably explains why I have received 
nething frem Baten&euge during the paet week, lit gees 
witheut saying I an delighted at the prespect that 
James really a cQenp a nied the ladies-hut in view ef 
nil the deteminatien expressed by him against such 
a jaunt en his prt,'l shall net rejeise with tee much 
* cenvictien until sene sert< ef cenfimatien eemes te 

,jt hand, ai i-,-y . >■ c * A 

o ■ TU’p eSiisov *\*«bu*4 yjw Aft oAS Paua Su'ci 
• I think I nentiened the ether day that the 
% wild geese are a gain winging thetr way nsrthward and 
I have ne deubt they knew what they are deing altheugh 
, tenight a radie nentiens he vy snew stem yesterday in 
the Great **akes regien and in New England teday. 

That the geese are better infermed ,c alendar wise, than 
humans seemed cenfirned teday when the martins, 
infalable harbingers bf Spring, returned te their 
several bird heuseb at Ghana, They gave every 
evidence ef feelishness er great eatitf a ctien 
with their surreundings since a pair ef them, in spite 
ef the high and bitter wind, sat^fer^a leng tine 
en the gallery ef their faverite bird hbuse,} net 

HMemansa 
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Friday, Maroh 10th, 1961, 


^ V i r j 


4U 


Memerandumt 

K i\ &oi'f,ncu»^ D «> SU'A bcVl 

Fair and warmer, sert ef TO-ish, 
vi . :• • r. c. ,i- I .-iciv. • .".i. 

I theught it was geing te be in the 40 's last night »ut 
it sagged dewn inte the 30”a and seme ef the mere daring 
vegetatiens, already emerging, such as oanas, butterfly lilies, 
b a nana8 and such like, get nipped by a lusty frest, 

r~/S - - - v..V ft:: .. -v .. . . -. . .'A ‘ /. 

. nyeelf, I didn't jet nipped by the frest, what 

with a n eleotrio pad te hand but it did seem a little airish 
when I distubred myself jj little befere 5. 

* . . t, A 4 01 v 

I am delighted te repert that the new plumbing 
fixtures are installed and the new fleer put dewn, the 
a rme irs, chest ef draws and se. en a re in pl a ce altheugh 
net all the trash has been returned te their accustened 
, shelves in the ameirs, and tenight there is plenty 

ef warmth and plenty ef water and I have ne cemplaints 
with the werld. My beudeir is a little 

awry a nd will remain se inte nex.t week since the fleer h a s 
te be raised and inch er se en the dtde where this 
, desk stands aleng side the picture windew and I'm 
net geing te return the big wing chiar and stuff te 
their accustomed places in this area until whatever is te be dene 
h^s been finished, 

bKjj BinfiVftlA Y? SU1-.-84 • *V 0 *<»• ft'. »j2 , A;’ 8 

9 Martin Eirsch's father, mether, sister and a frie d 
frem Califernia,■ — the friend being frem there, the 
Sirsohes frem Marshall, drepped in quite' unexpectedly 
this afterneen, 1 'hey f eddly eneugh, saw ne Hunter creatiens, 
which seems exceedingly edd 0 Meet peeple w euldn’t 
believe a Uelrese teur oeuld^be effected witheut seeing 
a d geedly display, %he fact is, hewever, that 
Itheugh 1 received them at Tucoa, we stucked te 
the living reem, what with the beudeir where there are 
examples ef primititive art being piled high with 
stuff and net $ n teday's a 9*nda • At theAfrican 
Heuse where murals aPP nr enly en the upper fleer, 
it was explained the elders didn't want te 
gSoend the stirs, i headed them teward 

ence catching a glimpse ef a hunter. 












T" 




From the Francois Mignon Papers, #fl-5889 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE 


in the Southern Historical Collection, 
REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


1 


VGOJtl 


11038 




11039 


01-011 


• .v.' v i t - r 


0 uii. 


iu* i 

t a* i i£ 


,\ e -i *t 


•ti.. » a 


^ i ■ 0 *T 


Had they put in a n appear a nce five minutes earlier, heweuer, 
they might have seen the artist .herself since she had just teen 
here with M a y B a lthazar, I knew net why May wanted t» 
pass this Way hut suppose she hsped ts see ssme Chinese 
magnslias whose glsry has v a bsut completely vanished, 

£mmet, continuing t» depssit a nice fresh egg every morning, 
ha l •J r 83ented *• * itfl oix *99* since I sent a n earlier hatch 
•/ SI t§ the inouhater and s# I let Ifgy have them 
ts put under a hen, M a y, always generestty itself, 
tssk sne lssk at Lew Paul and said she wsuld lsve ts send me 
osmpajiisn fsr Lew Paul . I accepted the prsffered 
gift with pleasure, 

ui i ircilo t\j% 4 . »*\-l w . j iic -\ « ■ . iv 

x Reverting ts the Hirsoh visit, M artin's sister, 
as a matter of csurtesy, asked me if I had seencarslyn lately I 
respsnded by asking t "Vhe has?" a nd she aliened as hew 
prsb a hly nobody since she was sp impossible ts keep up with, 

< 4<i il>|, t .. m ■ , \* ., 5 1, £o » -• ,t 

On the health frsnt, I understand •the lady dsctsr has 
„gain insisted that J, H, must flatten sut in the 
hospital fs 30 days and he again has ignsred the 
admsniehisn, a nd 1 certainly spelled that phsnetioally, 

of)yhssss, the patient "rests" much sf the time by staying in 
his sffice, His wife csmplains she was trying ts sbserve 
a TV show last night a nd he asked her fsr srange a nd a dab sf 
soupl, It seems sne cannst sbserve TV prsgrams and 
attend ts such matpers, Sfie claims her nerves are 
being exhausted by the necessity of-looking after such 
m a tters at the end sf the day, t Daily deings in tswn, sf csurse , 
gren t ts be thought sf 0 a subjegt ts curtailment, it’s 
the strangest mix up I ever witnessed. Trying ts get 
• ne viewpoint and a nether, f must say I cannst 
imagine why a nan possessed sf good, sense resists expert 
medical advice .? I suppose it is easier, however, ts 
understand that a butterfly wsuld find,life pretty miserable 
if sne day s flitting from flower ts flower were ts be 
csntemplated a s something ts be considered under stress 
sf domestic duties • -r u« . & 


Sunday, Harc]g 18th, 1961, 


Memorandum 


•*t V 55 QJ «- ii - ' ft 1 -' 0 * ■ r... 




Cloudy to partly olsudy with btsk March winds and the 


U I 

9.’ b Bivi 


promise fsr showers fsr tonight and the morrow, 

il STSU) 3- . 9 


* Ac 


i v - 


H« o£>e 


£&i\ X 


As you may or may have already nstioed, Saturday ’s post 
did not go forward fsr the siiple reason that the psstian 
was ahead sf schedule on Saturday and left before IJ arrived, 

. ..an* At ! v.. - t 

„ . *v 't i t ' * ' u 

Thi# morning about &, MayB a ltha*ar c a ne to see me, ac 
bearing a beautiful big white geese, just about the size 
of Lew Paui^ Z, immediately christened her Leuella and 
Lew Paul and Leuella spent the S a hbath getting acquainted and 
apparantly nuiPe satisfied with their new osmpantenship,• 

As an expression sf her satisfaction*.-! hope,-- » 

Leuella l a id a beautiful big white egg befere she' had CP a4 41 
been here an hour As an added gesture ef neighborliness. 

May brought along a half dozen t f Lsuella’s eggs from last week's 
l a ying and so, should motherhood suddenly overtake the geese, she 


has quite a nest egg to start in on. 






..V 


AJiil 


i. A toi v 

Like very small children, the big geese seem a 
little taken aback by Dot when het\getsnhis tail 
in full spread a nd beoause Dot and Dash decided they wanted 
their Sunday night supper a.little earlier than usual, 
they steed in the path from the geese day pen and their night 
\ one and Leuella was a little hesitant a beut negotiating that 
road but that was only momentary and I let her make her 
way on her own hook. It wasn't long 

before she h a d found her way a nd tonight<it is all quiet 

V •« 3. L . J J .. _ _ m * I J. ft J J » L‘ A . m mm . 


Still ns news from the direction.of BatonReuge 

>u* ui,ht...... 


it! 


5: Lb 


8 0L- 




• 19V, 


>XTi 



8 i.« 


J 
























~ 




From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS/ 3889 _ in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 

■__.l 


(ICOiJ: 


11040 


w-oi r 


11041 


4 Qw] 

Monday, *arch 13th, 1951 • 


Memorandum 


. 1 ill t an - t V. *•*’ 

this means we shall be honored next week end • 

: ?•: iln n t i a t< i> 

Joe came over for a drap of wine be/ore supper 
and along a tout first dark we strolled aoross the fence where 
"••at on the cillery until a ar’s headlights indicated J . H, and 
Celeste had arrived . We were wrong . It was sSister She claims she 
HJgVVyjIfut* Shrepepent before breakfast in the morning . J J W ig 

««** •» *»<**• »« •UNMtf til a ./ tali t 0 I«« and 

ridiculpyp henpios piui J beat a retreat -*n arising from 10 
table, wanting to hear the Howard X.Smith broadcast 
which, of course, was alreay over but it served as an 
exouse which was sufficient unto the K evil thereof • One 
of the heroics was a lurid account of Sister's unsuccessful 5 ' 3 
aocount in Natchitoches this e venin to secure a female yellow 
half Persian, half alley cat, great with kittens, as a present 
for me V: The cat esoaped but she has direoted the 
owner, a college..ofessoxjf. to deliver the cant when caught 
on the morrow . I am in the market for a black cat of the young tom 

variety and not a pregnant female^bgut fiojiave a litter . 

I talked with I . S • *illard last night but 
while pleasant, there wasn t much of interest . She 
had had a a rd fromAunt Willie which said nothing bout 
either Kay or James . As Saturday's n 

post brought nothing from either Baton^ouge or The Bluff, 

I am still quite m in the dark as to which 
person is where and to what purpose • 

* .*>’• •• * • * - • 3 

I enjoyed last night's invitation to learning* - -Rousseau's Contrat 

Seoia 1 being the subjeot under discussion . Next week Racine's 

Phori yn im mn yt _ L- _ - 4 - _ > j.,. - ® 


02 HI 

nsoJ^I u .u 


Phedra is on the docket and the following week will* 
be Samuel Copy's Diary, both of which I hope may 
not elude me # 

J I. heard. Something out of Manhattan !v 

■Lnrlirtn+.ittm ki.di « _J. 11.. _ l . . r . v _ 


e t :.«* ’ T 


U,..\ 


aao.ic 


<nd ioating but not actually stating that the Garden Shwo is 
now in progress. J M t hoX<ling the -thought you may be w » ; 

am 7 link'll /i a 4.. ..d.i j. j j. ^ .... . * 


asms; 'cco 
ui ;'l t 09 
oj 1t 


^ lovely, wai\, all clear summery day . 

Jt seems somewhat odd to be writing from the living room . 

7T»« carpenters, for some reason, known to themselves, 
all traveled to town this morning . In a way, that was just 
as well, for with Sister here, there was enough going 
on without carpenters adding to the din, Fortunately, 
she departed for Shrev eport about 11, 

The carpenters appeared at one o'clock and 
everything mooeakle was transported from the 
boudoir to other sections of the house • The floor was 
taken up forthwith and remains in that state for the most 
part tonight . t The great four poster remains intaot in 
an unusual corner of the boudoir but it to piled so high with 
stuff I think I shall sloop on the dufo in the living room • 
ii i • • J •' nc\ t 

«. With a oouple of gardeners and some men to put down 
a brick walk from the house aoross the fence to the 
main avenue from Tucoa to the side gate, and both sets of workmen 
with scant notion as to what was expected of them, my morning 
was fairly busy and in ^the^afternoon I was a hie to 
secure some men with a bulldooser to concentrate on 
some pushing around of things at Arenbourg • 
i f .'. 

y J don tMind confessing I am sufficiently sleepy 
so that I shall not know where I am sleeping or care, should 
I chance to awaken during the night . V!*>, -,i> 8 V. 

• sop.s 'r 

As the gas had to be cut off before the floors 
could be torn up, it seemed a good idea to take a 
bath before the water in the gass heater 
or the gas ^heated water hiater had turned completely 
cold^ As for the house, itself, the day 

was so warm that there \sn't the slightest ohance of a frost 
tonight, repeating la\t week s adventures without heat . 

an; f. n , a- 3 

t day .s in-coming post wasn t staggering in 

* *4 V n • , . - , n • 

nno site an » 


iii .u» »»•«■« 

people J know whose birthdays come in this month, including 
little Miss Lee, the d ooket 9 Mrs • Walker's on the 4th 


> f! o *. 


tni^ sjia nt\ i'\j- t> zc a. a n ,-viJoiu no aite an ,.v. 

ni..rnan n’t ai-*. an i.- t n; i i .« 

, , • M I • I 3 I ‘.t 
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Tuesday, March 14th, 1951. 


bbe 4o»\«&i r , s-8 bj sse 41 


t •• :i ».r s *v f i ,e : . n- an •. A 

m\t 4 . 

?. f. r.i. t •*> si c A- m e 

t • is .its s « -V .-w, 1 • - t 

. 11 j , fr*t .. s - aS s 

biro Aonlo’o ana it. bsT 

Sj’C >«‘t\ i.rW tiVil * r, ... 5 

• a" >\ \ i.*3o fv . 
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0*j 0 v 
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volume • I waa interested te nets, however, 
that amen g the letters there was ene from **ames bearing 
. n ", p* o fia canaellatien. activities during the day 
did net allew time for a secretary and se I shall have te 
:.c:t v cowai* the morrow te see what.) information, if any, the letter 
oentains i beut recent Register travels a: ;« 

i; . t 9‘ • ‘Oic >;’.4 C 00 M’i- j ' ■ . 9 '*• © 1* 1 

Altheugk Sister was in Celeste*s frent yard when 
the oeffee heur arrived, 1 dtd net netiee where 
She\went when Celeste'and I went up en the g alery f or 
a oeffee round, Perhaps it was’just as well a 
Sister didn t appear fer mine hestess was feeling 
persecuted and net understeed by her husband 
and it was better all a reund that she oeuld shed her tears 
ef self pity.en my sheulders witheut an 
audience. 

H« ' :j T sr*’. * s fry Oil C~ t os ’ s> . • 

Met en the merrew but within a day er se, 1 shall 
send aleng a senewhat pre-nature natal day greeting, 

I had twe er three oulinary trinkets, net unlike these 
yeu have received en previous anniversaries / te serve as 
greetings this year , tec, and 1 theught that sinoe 
, there is mere than ene bex, it might be easier 

if I sent them an separate days and sea veid the inoenvenienos 
ef handling mere than ene at a-time, I theught, tee, that in 
case ef duplicatien ef fermer gifts, yeu might want te 
share ene er anether ef these items as a gift fer the girl 
friend, sheuld your supply already be ample in certain types 
ef this particular ware........ 
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Memorandum : 

9 

Lovely summer weather 

I must say it is pleasantte have 
things righted around once mere and te find myself back 
at my accustomed posit on in my boudoir a t this heur ef 
night. 

It s going to be pleasant, tee, when I fold up, 
in that I shall be sleeping in my own bed again 

* ; - . , 

Shat with the place by sixes and sevens, I theught 

I **ght as well add a little mere .confusion by putting 

both the inside and outside of the house in a greater 

uproar and so I dismanteled the bed, wool tack, mattress, springs ain 

* Ut +l n +*¥i 8unahine f* r a few hours and my imagination will tell 
me that it never slept 1 better by the time I imrk myself 
in it, —the bed, net the sunshine, an heur er so hence • 

*6% c.tbst' v-t Si e\ Ok t«o«, r»4 

1'rr Si .1 

he day was fairly busy but somewhere *aleng the 
way I ran through the mail which dtd 't 
amount te much. I am curious to knew what you make 
of the BatenReuge letter which seems to tell nothing in regard 
te the impression created by Aunt"illie's oard 
posted in Atlantans this is the first letter 
coming te hand since 1 . S, *illard mentioned that James 
a nd Kay had gene to Mew rleans a week age last Sunday and 
as nothing is said a bout K a y, Aunt illie, Mew Orleans*er 
Charleston it would appearthat the subject 
would be best skipped entirely although a s a n 
friend ef everyone concerned, it dees seem as 
teughi something a little mere enlightening 
might be in order. Perhaps I had better 
drop a line te Jean O'Brien whose letters are sertainlv 
tiresome but often contain a kernel that provides lets 

f./ OMritrsOCLulBem 6 7* i. Jl f A 7* I»/i f { an irtiin mV j, _ «... - _ 


intimate 

d . 1 s >» 


l90 


/ 


■ of ol a ifioatio n or information wiec witheut anyone 
«.r a.Ung /.r it. 

• _ ‘ . . . * - 4- -:o 

Blythe and Jean passed, this way this afternoon. Conversation 
was surprisingly dull er perh a ps My . mi nd w a s districted v - 


»v 













Memorandum: 

. . \ t "' . * ' r. r » o, . .. ..i n *-t y.-.ii . i9i»- 

•.< ; l -.9. . Pure sunner* * 

ST 30 \i ‘ $i\3 c • gH s i\c 3 tew* o«J ;-ii1 . ; an 

;.. 3^-u" ) X slept as thoroughly last night 

I never did keep awake *leug enough te get any news 
,i and when I awakened at 4:45 this morning , the radie 
■u. w o 3 «t<22 droning aleng in the same tone as when I 

b . ,2 >•:. went te bed, it t ■ 

\. •t&ad’Lati. 9»w tj e:;*o 9V2'\,: I s ; _ ' 

Thelma called me this morning t» let me knew she 
was b a ck heme again, jSAo and John had net only attended 
$ the symposium at the Shadows in Newlberia but 

had gene as far afield km as Tallahassee, Fleriday where 
o . ■:$ • t John was trying to entice seme University of 

Flreida profeasors te join the Northwestern staff for 
■j . next year, While dinfngin eome restaurant at the 

capitel of Florida they chanced to’Overhear a 
lady and gentleman mention my name, 2h« Kysers introduced 

* themselves and the couple said 'their name was Grant, -—of 
all things, — and that they had met me ten years ago and 

• reckoned 1 wouldn't remember them and they were so 
right, 

tn M e 8 >'J - ns: i 

At'New Iberia Thelma reported lots of people asked why 
J wasn t present but I didn't ask helma why I should 
»' <1 have been,' She said the meetings were interesting but that she 

t => felt there was too much time being wasited by people 
in dining and attending^lectures instead of getting on 
with the opening of The hadows, *he more she talked, 

■ o m • i j- the more she sounded li-Jte ames and hie complaints in 
c Hi., i -t times gone bye about the Nation Trust drumming up 
-nm t :<s contributions to the restoration fund while, for over tv» years 

x now, the house has remained unopened to a flow of tourists 

that might have gladly provided more money that 
the Foundations will get from outright gifts although 
with oil ooxing around' Newlberia, a flock of 
* n0!,r '»<2 millionaires might well endow the place with 

money deductable from their income taxes, 

... .. „• . ii • t 5 
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* UM ‘ .*» 

Jas ‘ -* 

&HSK3SS $ -S5K 

>5" . ■ «i @ ■* \ •>' ' 1 1 ;* 

. v Blythe invited me to iotn h*r- » n p o . 

t. ;,nt. Us day at BrXn.Vf’Wd £??£j r 3miav 
t/»at holiday week ends provide soor tin m e 9 r ' un<ia 
.9 ***• *• *rua a »d at the P same time * 1*1% inki*¥ *S a i* ent W 8 * 1 f* 

unr. j*-.*? »• S2K s “ ,,dav 

a 1.! Ual^KlVy iJtollV'f n h dir * cU r .. 

*“ J ' r ,ar * « U ** at 

summtned it ttun an same t» assist msrs 

h I*ZSlua£tXi VtltfjfZR'®/ **■ 

I guess X exerted enouak - 9 / ew 9iifi *r irons in t he fire, 

I will df things better vheil'QiraUm*^ 1 dawn ° M<i that 

the labor and meobhntcal^geo^ilns few 9 a* Yi * #r ® in 

pecvions a few days hence . 

•£•10 Paul and Lotiella continue enlauina » -i. » 

t/»at X n ue bten this "sit firth r ?L num >* r 

a« fa a duo* /» a *f* a o to time for th t * c * / ’ #re da ®»» 

J o»» Ml J W , siher 4 aTdulTu\7T.%T^ 


Wednesday, March 15th, 2952. 
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Thursday, Naroh 16th, 1961, 
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ifflii infers 

Thelma also reported that Mr, Hedges' "steward", C, P, 
Byrd, had 'phoned her sty*, behalf '-of Mr, Hedges, saying 
he weuld like te meet at the heme ef the H-ysers en 
Monday afternoon with several preminent citizens •s 
the Parish, C, P, Byrd didn't indicate what was the 
^eccasien fer thg meeting, Thelma asked me if she might 
count en my presence at the meeting, I assured her 
she ceuld count en me net being present, J have attended 
such gatherings befere and censider them the greatest excuse f 
• procrastination I oan think ef when semepelicy is 
te he determined, I .am always glad te de whatever werk 
T can, once the procrastinators have made up their minds but 
t T have no intentien ef wasting my time chasing te tewn te 
air my views, along with a fleck ef ether peeple, when nedeci 
r$n any peint will be reached until a ceuple ef 
further pew-wows have been oenvened and mere time cen- 
turned, ,.. . \. .< 

. 

— i , 'i* ^kd n0i appear at supper, having net- returned 

from Shreveport where he had- gene te lend a hand at final 
details in teday's settlement ef the ^enk diverce, 

• t , ’.i. *t 

I entertained 3eme ef Celeste's friends this mem- 
mg di He Bhe was in tewn, ^heget^back heme at neen just as 
I was saying Goodbye• She urged me te jein her 
this afterneen in inspecting Ruby v unkleman's heme in 
ii' : ■* v tewn, I asked her te serve as my alternate, reperting 
tu _ s c : c 0 *n her impressions en the merrew, 

a sv;r $ t \* .aw • ml o « - : 

As fermyself, 1 was busy planting meen flewers and such 
like, getting Yucca b a ok in erder, getting seme things 
a* 1 "wt t ri 99 e( i up f *r my feathered friends and se en, ne te mentien 

putting seme alteratiens en the new b-rick walked, laid 
earlier in t heweek by siaatn who put ene dewn acress 

he svelt lines ef the geese egg, se muoh like the lines ef th< 
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Memorandum: 

Cleudy and warm this meriting, rainy and warm this 
afterneen and tenight, 

1 was impressed when the heather °ureau 'at 
neen reperted there weuld be muoh atempsheris 
commotion areund and about between 3 and 9 p,m, 

I was ev,en mere impressed when I tried getting seme news 
areund T e'cleck tenight a»,d, ceuld enly 

get a prackling and racket that bletted eut pregrams utterly, 

If the ureau is cerrect as te the 9 o'clock 

termination ef the cyclonic distrubance, perhaps I shall be able 
to extract seme bjt of news when 10 e'cleck rolls 
round, r. « t 

♦'«. >r : it, V. , 9- C e . 8i ' ft *. R 

. :li. t " .T • < ■ 

A letter frem la Storm tpday brings fourth cn interesting 
pointier two. In the firsts place, I am sorry te learn 
Kay's hip difficulty is healed only by ene third, — 
which isn't very dear te me as te the actual s-atus If 
Kay 8 difficulty hut nevertheless indicative that 
complete recovery is still apparently quite a ways in the 
•ffing. Perhaps because James leans toward 
Mary B a ker. Kddy-ism, he never seems te go into muoh 
detail regarding her progress, I don't recall he has 
mentioned the matter at all, in fact, during the past 
.several months, 

c:i flO.Hl .U* • f 3 fi • ii.; 1 JI. *fte. I 

an; i.At the. same time, resent copies ef the Best In 
Cooking in Natchitoches te Kay and James at Baton 
Rouge and a copy to Aunt Willie at IheBluff, 

This must have beena oeuple ef weeks age, I guess, Anyheeee, it is 
interesting that AuntWiiHe refers te receipt ef the ene sent her bui 
nothing, he I recall, wasmentiened nbeut receiptsf the book 
by *ames in his letter earlier in the week, 

«U t . 0 t<b t r 1 W* „ ^ vi’ 

had referred him to me, and weuld I call him and I 
weuld. He explained the Shreveport Camera club wanted to 
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Friday, Varch lrth, 1961, 


, U • ■ - 


1, . MT. t P. . I 


r.. /.iitn. 


uui> yiii c t ijr. i m ft 1 mmi i.-hl 

uovuP ;:&*> oAfr r.sbci U888»'UW4 ut>W 

train their camera •» Uelreae a week fremSaturday, I 
thought they would do better te concentrate en ether 
hiateric plantation hemes aL eng the river, Mr, Quilet 
ie a geed photographer, pleasant andinvariably the 
charger of highest prices ene oeuld imagine, On occasion, 

I have cooperated with him when he has wanted te 
get plantatien snapshets for backgrounds ef sweet girl 
graduates from the Heal college, involving me in 
a let ef inconvenience, getting no thanks and then being 
charged seme outrageous price for a print by Mr, Quillet 
a month or so later, For once, Mr, *uillet, so 
far as I am concerned, may sit en a tack, along with the 
Shreveport Camera Club, whatever that may be, c 
— < 

Camera enthusiasts who form clubs ought net te 
visit private hemes but rather should invade 
-> ' movie or TV studiees where sets are already in existence fer 

them te push things around to get proper balance, lighting and 

so on. The club member invariably- has to 

move this chair to that side of the room and drag 

this wire over to this end of the room and 

get that picture moved to be centered just so, etc,, etc,, 

and I, for one, can think of better things to 

do on any Saturday than get begged down with such a crew, 

4'ij a* ov \ju'A oi aaboai sboa A’- ni ^tuiaaV: 

A,couple of guineas h a ve been getting quite 
disagreeable to their a ssooiates and exhibiting a tendency to 
be wayward, I wouldn t mind if they would take themselves 
on prolonged visits to varioupxneighbors' chicken coopes 
but they tend to remain for days, eating up the food the 
neighbors put out for their own birds, etc,, and so today 

■ ant *»?$:/?&.. a «* 

great was the peace for the < ealanoe of the daylight hours 
a mong~thetr former associates i s> . _> 


. ■ 


olio 


T ~ t • 0 8 




Memorandum : 

It rattled and banged and rained much of the night 
to the tune of a couple of inches o.f moisture and then 
began again today with another inch and more rattlety-bang, 
blotting out radio reception, Tonight, however, 

calm has returned to the air waves and stars are shimmering through 
a gauze of thinning clouds, / 

0$ '■ $!'..• 0-: a.tt.0 4 • I • • it: OF .0 ti .>0 .. . ^ I.* 

♦ Maturally my thoughts turned often today in the 
direction of little Miss Lee, what with St, Patrick Day crowds 
upsetting crosstown transportation and generally be¬ 
fuddling mid town It seems to me I used to employ 
underground media lor getting anywhere,. East or West on this 17th 
’■■■ day of the third month but I'm hopingwith the passage of the 

years, some, improvement for crossing the street hasimproved. From 
the brief reference to weather conditions in Lyme today, I 
gather it was air-ish so perhaps the number of marchers 
wasn’t so. great and the size of the crowds too bothersome In 
<ji y case, 1 hold the ttiought little Miss Lee didn't get caught up 
in the doings, 

io\ o , :«:*\v - i» i 80*1 oa st . - ?•■< ' -a 

There again, was no mail from BatonRouge , making . 
me under what, if anything, is going on yonder, I g a ve I, S, 
Willard, a buzz tonight, beliving her to have b een down t hat way 
-• , this week but she apparantly hasn t reutnred for there was 

no aniwewsarked to J, 3, today thSt it seems strange > 

I haven't heard Cousin Emmet's name on the radio of late which 
seems odd indeed since he is always being reported as haranguing 
a Citizens Council pow-wow or some such, J, 3, said he hadn't 
heard anything Hout him of late but surpmised he may have fallen 
out with some of the other bigots and that only today a card 
had come to hand from *mmet, posted in Hawaii, a iid bearing a 
message that he was heading eastward with Japan as his 
destination, *hat. in. the world oan be biting CousinEmmet who is 
obviously putting, himself right in the middle of a 
whole nation of non-Aryan, Of course, it must be 
admitted that Jap a n isn't the Congo but nevertheless there is 
bound to be something wrong with Cousin Emmet's head, 

8 i. • » Li 0 Sr T ;>•.;»! ; >o.. *i •• v 

loo . i. . *17 - v - * , a\ : : , 

•j \o \iTaA . ulfc ». s oa iti ’ jvft 1 ■ u s 8 vie lab ii 

toiooq® c« « natueoloua aifo boUai.iioi • 




«/• A 
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n;' '; 

*> ’ a >u • • bunion t i ’ iff s-vr\ s 
i.sas i;o «.>*a liisjioin c e&Aor.i \.c> «ii«.uo? i> \z sttua oH- c- 

t **S .i ■ 

i % - . i! u ■ ' 

X remarked to J, H, on another subject, that I 
h a d heard on the radio recently that Sally Farrel of 
the State Library is one of seven V, <S. librarians being sent to 
Russia and Sod knows where all on some sort of a mission, 

J• #• said that although he and^Joel Fletcher, as members of 
the Library Board, had been keeping Scl ly from getting 
Essae M a e's post as State Librarian, thinking a man might 
do better in the post, it appears that Sally will end up by 
getting the place regardless foY they can't keep Essae Mae in her 
accustomed place forever. It seems, oddly enogh, that 
whilp Miss Essae has f a vored Sally for the job. Miss Essae's 
long time secretary, Deborah Abranaon, has-somehow fought tooth 
i\andr y nail to keep Sally from getting the succession, In 
short, there seems to have been no end of b a ckstairs polities going 
on during the p at several years but now some sort of a 
settlemen appears to be more ire less in the offing, As for 
myself, I think Sally is a sprightly number, good 
. at twisting hill billy legislators around her finger but 
a s devoid of ever having cracked a book as Essae Mae • In 
view of the nature and character of the Louisiana legislature, however, 
perhaps it would be just as well to have as State Librarian 
somebody who never b ventured beyond thumbing through 
the pages of a telephone book * 

. . . — .. 

When 1 picked up the receiver to di a l !• S, Willard 
a bout 8t45, I was surprised to hear the artist's 
voice declaring j. i ' , 

Me, I done jus' got home from ,r, T,'s 
where-I done went to get some flower seeds,,,,,," 

^he must have been talking with Pa who is always o. 
complaining from his new residence in town when the artist failed 

to put.in an appearance whenever he calls,^The artist was . 
probably at the nonkey-tonk a na Pa was prob a bly fool enough 
to believe she h a d ventured into the shrubbery of the gardens at that 
hour of the night in search of flower seeds, That romance is certainly 
sight if T ever witnessed one ^he enclosures of no especial interest t 
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Sunday, M arch 19th, 19&1, 


S 4 ,3k 0*‘- 9 b. ’it-" 4 • ■ 9 »;'S f: O ■ 

V • I. >11. • (i . . • —* t j : 

Memroandum: 

1 r IS .. Hi .4) tJtlit'C \o j ■ j 

Saturday cojol and clear, Today cool and 
rainy, Aoco dingly I th a nk the Lord 

for Saturday' 8 quiet and fo^r Sunday's absence of visitors, 

. i • • 

I talked with Ora^ this morning, she is planning 
to' take a six week's course at Co umbi a this summer, 

She registers on June 89th, I believe, and finishes her 
studies along a bout August 6 th. her address will be 

h.. . .,,' 1 ;- 9 A4 *‘ w o nadirsc t*' 1 ci e* •• . 9 -‘A 

Mrs* R, B, Williams, 

411 West 116th Street, $>j ,4 JU’s ia v it.; »• . nsi'in 

' 0 * 

And thus the full month of July willfind Ora in 
the Manhattan area and I hold the thought she and 
little Miss Lee may find an opportunity to commune 
together for I think e a ch will like the other and 
find no end of common enthusiasms to share, She is 

a person uho can be trusted in every respect and has al ready received 
r structions and will again be reminded on the same point al- 
that is quite unnecessary, regarding contacts, etc, 

She likes books, museums, theatre, food and everything and will 
be going to olass mornings and will have one class between 
5 and 5, and undoubtedly will h a ve plenty of work to 
keep her busy at al 1 times, Should, however, there be 

I . an opportunity any time during the month for a get together, 

I hve no doubt'it will be equally satisfying aL 1 around, 

. \ ei • o v a * t- i o - j' i 

. I have mis~placed little Miss Lee's phone 
number and should you care to pass it along, j should be 
glad to have it, if you should prefer she 

not use it, I shall withhold it* Her Jfathcitoches address, by 
the Wqy, is 1 054 Williams Avenue, should you ever have 
occasions to use it, j believe she will live at a dormitory 
t , while at c olumbia. The place is Johnson Hall a t MM number 

u 411 West 116th, Street which sounds as though 

it might be on the corner of Riverside or Claremont to 
me but 1 have forgotten so many addresses in that area, 

- ~)!q iS:.yr 0 Oj -1 * vs a 9 A • V 0 ® 

I had two or three people drop in yesterday afterno on and 
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Pat brought down a Seargent itoBride who teaches at 
Northwestern, —R, 0,T,C,, I imagine, and is a neighbor 
of Pat's• McBride is quite interesting and has 
had quite a bit of tr a veling around in the Far East, 

Hie T a j Mahal is his pe.t enthusiasm, He was stationed 
at the American Air B a se inSoudie Arabia or however one spells the 
, name °S that place where, until next year, Amerioa will have 

a base and then will be put out, McBride says 
the King is a terrible despot, a religious fanatic ,— 
f/ohameden, 1 believe, and is forever cutting off 
the hands of people he suppects. of having deviated in 
the slightest from any reglious orpvlitteal rules, 

Ignorance for the inhabitants is the order of the day and 
the King gets all the money and keeps it, • McBride sayeth 
further the neighboring Kingdom, the name of which I forget, 
is just the opposite, with all the oil royalties going to 
the people and the ruler as benevolent as can be • 

■ ■ i . ■>%’■> $ t • ^ -i v.- ’i JL Q ^ P-‘3 ^ ' 

Last night I heard Invitation to Learning to 
Racine 's Phedra and lapped up every moment of it. 

At the enj, some college professor who has just done 
a translation of Phedra read a few lines of his rendition 
and was followed by Eva LeGqllienne who did the same lines 
in French and withal but beautifully, I 

don t ever reoall ba uin 9 heard her voice on the air before but 
last night it seemed to me to have a richer tone than I remember 
it when I used to see her in the Civic *epe <.oiry on 14th Street 
although I must say that { always did like the same voice 
on wax when she read her autobiograhy for the Talking^ook, 

. Next Saturday night they will do Pepy’s Diary and I'm hoping 
social and atmospheric conditions may be favor a ble for that, J 
don't knowthe names of the paritiepants for that, 

■*-he current seasonal rains have ‘discouraged planting 
18 and I an in no hurry, to start since there *is always at pie time 
for things to grown K ev»n if seeds are put in*the ground 
much later and I shall not plant gourds before 

another week or two has elapsed , Seme volunteer gourds , however, 
are already up and I hope they know whdt they a 3 h« doing 
although a frost could nip them baok to nothing unless they 
, are more hardy than most, Still no mail rom down 
BatonRouge way • I hope things aren't too much out of 

joint in that quarter And now for some radio-ing if 
static isn't too meu, 


t; ?\!iK 
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Monday, March 20th, 1951, 


. a >» - r 1 


Memorandums 

.. . O- i a >'■ v ". «c «o 

he rains conti ued during the night and into this 
morning but stopped at noon and one got an occasional 
glimpse of blue patches between the heavy banks of clouds, 

We shall have no more rain until Wednesday, it 

is said which ought to give Ghana a chance to get rid of some 

of its pools before some new ones take their place, 

.VvV-w :■ '■ 

It goes without saying I was enchai ted to find 
a dandy letter in today's post, as of Friday noon's 
composition and it seems rather remarkable it should have 
arrived so speedily. 




Hie confirmation of the chill obtaining 
in your^neighborhood on St, Patrick's Day g a ve a 
cearer account than the'- sketchy references to it on the radio. 


I rejoice wir you that clouds appear to be 
lifting a little closer to home and may 
larger expanses of blue continue to widen, 

■ 

• I am delighted to have the clippings, a part of which 1 shall 
carry over until the morrow, what with an interruption coming 
just as I was in the midst of same, 1 


liiiW v: h 


On or about the 20th of each month, — and I a* 
always forgetting it, - the antHbug service man 

makes a round'OUt of Alexandria, spraying the house thoroughly and 
that was the interruption at mail time • He doesn t require 
my presence to perform his ope rations but 
when possible, 1 like to keep a room ahead of him to 
see to it all armoir doors are unlocked so 
that his progress may be as thorough as it ts speedy, 
in this climate su h a service seems to guarantee the 
eradication of all sorts of bugs and insects and I believe dis¬ 
courages termites as well as the mosquito, roach, water bug and so o 
■ ?. - i * I' . •• " • ■ '•> ■- ■ ■ ' 

J don't like to encourage Jean O'Brien to write 
because I find her letters quite a bore but it 

. . ' > o •• . '■ 

■xf;:' j*} ’ J $ s. c. . . tnT5 ! o U _ P. 
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is beginning to look as though I shot 1 have to pen her 
a line on any dull topic which will bring forth 
as dull a response from her except that she often does 
seem, to include some O'Brien or Register news that I 
seem to get from no other quarter. 1 \he enclosure fromBaton 

Rouge speaks for itself aj id, obviously says nothing, 
although at the same time, paradoxically enough, it 
suggests by its silences on all subjects that something 
bust be out of joint in that quqrter. At least we 

did learn something about Kay's physical condition fromAunt "illie, 
I, am still at ai loss to understand who went where and such like. 

JUst as I was finishing last night's memo, 
a knock came at my door. It was one of the overseers 
who had spent the day in Minden or someplace in the 
northern parishes and, in accordance with J, H,’s 
instructions, unknown to me, had brought back for my collection, 
a fine golden pheasant and a pair of silver ones. I 
put them in the basse-cour with the others and was 
mighty pleased this morning to see in what a friendly mai ner 
themale silver pheasant came to the wire netting to greet me. 

He is gray white with a streak of bl a ck down the center of his head 

blanked on either side by ear muffs of cherry red, When 

I held soike bread through the wire for him to breakfast 

on, I thought his aim must have been poor since he struck 

my hand instead of the bread. A few minutes later, 

when I entered the pen, I was mildly surprised to have him 

hop off the'groundi striking,at my shins with his two feet as 

he gave me a sound peck with his bill, His fifrmer 

owner must have sixix instructed him in the art of 

combat. I thought a little training might be in order and in 

true cave man style, 1 picked up a stiok of bamboo 

and sat him down a couple of times on his succeeding 

advances I havg known hill billies who train roosters 

to fly at any human being, thinking it great fun to see 

an unsuspecting visitor get knooked down by a iiird suddenly 

knocking them full force in the head, Perhaps 

this silver pheasant belonged to hill billies for there 

are plenty of rfhem up Uinden way, Bu v the bird and I 

will argue the point now and then and the local supply 

,P^ ot> a pl\J will exeeed the birds ^tenacity f Such a pity 
so beautiful a bird s u o h demonstrate such Dad manilera,. • • • • , u 


htto Q'tort 

30 'v « 



_ in the Southern Historical Collection 
IR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


11055 


Tuesday, March 81st, 19^0. 


Memorandum : 

A lovely Spring day. 

Be f° re ?:30 this morning, I had received sufficient 
information to give me a fairly good idea about what 
may have been the purpose of yesterday's pow-wow 
held at the college at the request of Mr, Hodges, 

nnri ladie8 P™ 8 ™* were ^slmo, C a rmen and Ann B r 

and the Gentlemen were Mr, Hodges, C, P, Byrd, his steward, 

Ur, Law?on or some such, one of his attorneys. Jack Britton 
and John Kyserf 

ii. \,o *t:. ,'wflS *u fie tw S'.-z ft- 

Ann called me first to say Mr, Hodges is one of mv fnn» 

and although he spoke of m and Btgh, o» 6. -the 1 V 1 

road from J atchitoches to Many, everyone present was 
sworn not to reveal to anyone what the meeting was about. 

Carmen called next and reported all the things she had 
said in praise of herself, mostly to C, P, Byrd, 

. :• i. 

Thelma called next and said she couldn't report on what 

/ transpired. Everybody present expressed great concern 

about the future of Melrose a nd they all agreed that just 
as only dea * could disassociate Weeks Hall from The u haddws 

so evem more so was the case of Lestan and Melrose, 

Should things happen that might make it available, several 
organisations and individuals would like to convene 
to guarantee the place should be preserved and that 
Lestan should forever remain the Soul of the place . 

,b . ■.'S®' *> -i or. r 

All this sounded sd much like conferences all those 
. attending seem to like to participate in, —.much 
talk andan agreement reached to meet again, 

t . 00.'•/ J »' •’ • • • - 

It is said Mr. Hodges wanted to take up matters on 
the agenda with me before anyone else mentioned them 
As for the Highway 6 thing, I have written about 

ue«ta t uu> aliAw o nc\ r.iuwo* rr b 
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Wednesday, *arch 88nd, 1962. 




3U l 5> 0 3 


-C50*' 3 


CJSiielSIi? iWQV 

t zi : 

'•■OO'.- \i * 35 ’ •; Oi i '■ 5 ' 4 

’ . loT9i 0 JJ.oq-i Cl d il '< i 


Ifeatorandun: 

Lovely Spring day . 

t ' c . - n * '■ t • i 

■A»id fairly busy it has been, to*. 

, j m a ; ii • :< 

T AM + ■ « AM 4- A L ^ k J. t 


o W. ;iiJ 
•\ / oilJ 
1; *, f.’T »t 
mQ'jiI 


. ,, „ , r> 

that thoroughfare, ~El Camino Real, - in a column on 
occasions and I have written even more elaborate 
Papers to M r . Hodges on the subject . As all 
' • this happeiled a couple of years b a ck, I an mildly surprised 

some action m pursuance thereof and I believe Mr. Hodges 
has set in Motion one or another of his 

realtors to aquire an acre here and there along the 40 mile 
stretch • I am under the impression he wants 
elf® Hi 9\ w aV ~Department to lend a hand in 
. tUe Project and there ought to be years ought readily 

enough to consume more years • I marvel at the Hodges 
patience to fool with things so long. H a d I his millions 
. r 11 ! .? esire to make the approaches to theGardens note a ble, 

I should have wrapped up the whole 40 miles long a go 


. O ’- 

an 

_ 


1 Should have wrapped up the whole 40 miles long a go 
and moved on to something else : 

. . 

I asked no questions of a ny of the ladies and 
am delighted to stay out of the preliminary skirmishes 
^ a8 long as possible* 

j • 

. / USt aMu* first, dam this morning I fed the pheasants 

Vn+Jt l3 r°^ vered tU Z f llver 1 i ale already for battle before breakfa 
Later I discovered he was being rough on the other birds . 

I caught him and discovered his spurs had been trimmed . 
but he can still draw blood both with the m a nicured spurs 
aiid, q s I discovered, the slihgtly dipped bill . 

I made him furious when I hobbled him by 

tfing a stout string on his two legs, generous enough 

in length t o let him walk, readily enough but capable 

nuJIZil 't 9 ! ar When he /8lt im P«Ued to take off in 

pursuit of any of this basse-oour companions • I 

shall try taming him for a while and, if unsuccessful 
in that ende a vor, I'll tan him . ^^cessj-ua 

Theclippings from yesterday were so interesting and 
all news to me _SJ9 I P « H I • J 


HQ &T a .r 


I 

% don t.seen to remember much about the 
morning except that it was bustling with planting, 
transplanting, hauling out limbs, tossed about 
by last week end's high winds and general scuffling . 

I got five men together at noon and we 
awaited thq big old truck from the oollege, due 
to arrive at 1 o clock, be aring the sorapbooks «. It 
arrived at 8* \And then anH there wheelbarrows and hand trucks 
began transporting the collection from the front gate 
to the big house in boxes, and another crew carrying the 
boxes to the back gallery on the second floor of the big house. 

Cousin Eugene Watson and Mrs. Bridges had come along to sec 
t that all ^tki\^pTopertly placed in the cabinets but I relieved 
them of that chords by sayit\g I should prefer to take care of 
that part of the business myself, being mighty glad 
. to be rid of CousinBugene and company. 

' ' itjrfr©' u'3ta« «r it~ *ie\ -t&aa- 

From two or three quarters close to the oollege 
library, 1 had been told that the original hope 
in getting tf\e scarphooks to town was not so much 
a wish to miwrofilm them aa to hanging on to 
the books, once they were on the college campus. Anyone knows 
there was a tremendous amount of work involved in microfillming 
jsuch ci. coll.ecotion which wouldn't have been 
too arduous, had successive pages in volume after volume 
byen all that was required. ut, as you 

know, each book wap bustling over with, attaohed memorabelia, additit 

clippings that had to be unfolded, letters taken out of envelopes, 

folders^ undone and so oji . a I am further told 

tjiat one reason for the job having taken so long 

was because Cousin Eugene couldn t bare the thought of being 
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:on from last page : 

Niether Kay nor James went anywhere with AuntVillie, 

I marvel at the confusion in my own mind and am still more 
pussled correspondence fromBatonRouge continues so scant, 
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V m 


, i; l Y t : ’ V < ;!(■■■: > 


•fU 01" SV 

unable to have and to hold the collection forever and for 
that reason, the micro-filming job, already 
tremendous, wa$ side-tracked and delayed time and again, 
hoping by putting it off to eventually wear out J, H, 
so keep the collection forever, Veil, 

( it just didn't turn out that wag and Cousin 

A ugene waan t<at all happy, I suppose, when he finally 
. left today * 

Re apparently had worked oh oil members of the 
family ke dared during the past year, and 
tye himself told me hm had written 
Stephen, revealing that there were‘lots 
of theChieral 1 8 letters to hts mama and asking 
if they might be retained by thecollege, were 
the scwapbooks to remain, o- 

In the midst of getting boxes emptied and books properly 
placed in their compartments, somebody came to announced three 
ladies on my gallery, —BlytheJoan and Miriam, 

It mas nice to K see tjhem but I 

was sorry .they hadn t chosen yesterday instead of today, 

I collapsed for a few minutes with 
them on the gallery when my phone rang 
and % didn't respond, Joan asked me if J 
didn t want her to take it, I did. From the • 
hour, it was evident to me that it Would 
.be Carmen and tarmen it was and Joan and 
u Carmen know each other and Joan lied and said 
I was busy in the garden with people, etc,, etc, 
v."^ . *xu»So iw &9'..>.q »yi &8b0on Vi*n' ^euorV/tt 

The nurserjes in. town have telephoned me, one 
yesterday, one the dqy before, reporting < 
that so, many ppople, after passing Melrose, had 
| come to buy Soulangeanajs, The nurseries, 

knowing little or nothing of Chinese magnolias, and 
having read the Cane River Memo a bout then, turned 
in this direction for particulars as to colors available, etc,. 


bar i 






ai $ 


Thursday, March 23rd, 1961, 


Memo randum*. 

: oa y;. *■:. :.i u t* n u 

Another beautiful Spring day, 

. 

I've never been quite certain if one 
gets more tired by having a whole flock of 
things gang up on one without nuch^ opportunity 
to handle any of the separatee demands by themselves 
or if, on the o^her hand, a constant succession of time and 
energy killers, each treading hard on the heels of 
the one before without a chance to catch one's breath between 
is the more enervating, Today was one of 
the latter when one, two, three, four, etc*, followed 
in rapid succession and finally ended at dark, K 
\ i: -.t; > v o» > Hi r. 

I do not propose boring you with a calendar but suffice it 
is to say that nothing of piuch interested transpired 
from dawn to dusk but things were cooking steadily, 
a •••' ::. aoi ■ ;• v c a. . ..’n& 

Three carpenters appeared at dawning and I got them 
going in the basse-cour section, making # apartment for the silver 
pheasants so that they might share the out of doors section of 
the pen and a part of the Unicorn House and still not 
be within striking range of the golden, ring necks and so on, 

} 2 .0 V -a." [>> '■ ... :■ -i' 

three gardeners could 't get started without me w a uing 
a wand andthe lady a oresp the fence couldn't decide on 
where she wanted what in the out of^doors until she had 
consulted her neighbor. So the morning flew along and 
the afternoon unrolled, 

A . . t: . i i 

Among the afternoon, visitors was a Mrs, Marshall 
who has a gallery at 5 24 St, Ann and seems to know her neighbor 
at 511 • °7i« was scouting for early 

Hunters with her teen age sons as they hegded 
toward Ratchitoches and thenoe on to 
Hatches for the Pilgrim ge, 

It oa -j • a . 

± was amused when the artist invaded my garden activities to 

» 


4 ' 0 i -• 

tr. .Hi 


b* U) 
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ask for a interview, indicating sUe was short of 

money, I granted the interview but uot the 

reque t for a"loan" , She explained she needed money 

for her telephone bill but it had chanced that when I 

had rushed into the house to make an a pporintment in 

town for Mrs, Marshall, the artist, a< 1 picked up my 

reciever, was saying to Pa that she would get six dollars and 

send him for a frolic,• Z was a mused, too, when 

the artist mentioned having spent last week end in 

Alexa.idria with he sister whereas she actally had 

spent it in u atchitoches with Sugar Baby, a sister of her 

former hus&angh, living the second house from Pa, 

Poor Pa, having so little luck these days working both 
aides of the street, courting the artist for all 
he can get out of her and at the same time proposing marriage to 
Florence, Madam Regard's nurse. In at least one answer to the 
old question* "What's in a name?" it would appear that 
Pa Metoyer's name outs quite a lot of ice with the 
discontented elderly ladies who aspire being able to affix 
that aristocratic handle £o flaunt before their 
Cane*'iver associates, 

tf( a Xl • 6 4 i ti". u 4. 0. •• V : ■ ’ • , *• 

And ■ L 'm so glad P mentionedthat for it reminds we 
a la gh I got this morning when my medical secretary s wife confided 
a lady in town had mentioned the notice of harie Metoyer's death 
in the Shreveport limes recently, —I think^obina 
had sent the clipping, and the "atchitoches lady remarking 
on the notice observedi . > 

. 

"You know, they tell me she is the mother of that 
writer who lives down at Melross,Q 

Mow Mi sa fcammie would have loved that one, • 

babjjBii t a on a > «aac, - *«• c-sa -; 

Harold Hansen of Seattle passed this way about 
5* He was catching a plane out of Shreveport at 9 for home. 

He and his wife had been to Washington and Mew fork. In the latter 
city, her son by a former marriage is appearing in 

I talked with I, S, Willard tonight. She says 
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Friday, March 24th, 1961 


Memorandum : 1 

. ; . I ■ •, • ' • V. 0 ‘ . O .Vi- 

Another lovely Spring day, 

. ■ . •- . • • d r. •• s.. y~: r>' v.4.<- / • 

And the nicest thing about the day was 
the mail because it brought a Tuesday •‘Wednesday 
note from Lyme to give me a glimpse of 
little Mias Lee to make the impending week end the 
happier, 

. ■ : . ' >.. a •••!'- 

There came an interruption before I had quite finished U 
le ~y e i r f roin L Vtoe and I never did get to another message from •) 
but this will be achieved on the morrow, 

r IT n 

J, H, and Celeste, went to Mew Orleans with the 
Jerry Pratts yesterday and t}\ey expected to return 
sometime tonight, a phone call from&hreveport 
thisafternoon indicated that Sister and daughter will 
also be here for the weekend As there 
is no great P a lm Sunday loss without some small Master 

Sunday gain, I assume next weekend will prove comparatively 
quiet ». 

• , 

yesterday's Memo, ^ believe I enclosed a letter 
from Bob Segleau, posted in Jlew York and asking if he 
and liis new wife might come to see me during their impendinq 
visit to Louisiana, Maturally I responded that 
I should be glad to see him. This doesn't mean, of course, 
that I either approve or pretend to understand Bob's 
treatment of Patty and their child, I can attribute 
Bob's behavoir only to a mental condition which 
neither the psychiatrists nor the priests have been able 
to put b a ck into proper operation, K . Obviously 
Bob is pleased with his spn,D a vid, by his new wife and 
is probablyas enthusiastic about becoming a father again 
by this new wife as he was over-joyed at the 
prospect of his first wife begetting a child whom they 
n a med Margaret, Bob seems to have 

forgotten Parley, and Margaret, at least he didn't refer to them 
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and I shall welcome the opportunity to speak of them when he 
passes this way • Of course I realise 
that David is no more responsible than is Margaret for 
the parents to whom they have been born 

but I hold the thought I may shomehow be of service to both 
of them by the contaot So 's visit may 


afford 


•■f.ibt'. cut! 


VAi 


33 . 




Sunday, March 86th , 2961* 


Memorandumi 


A lovely day Saturday, cloudy today with a spanking breeze 


t 


I think I mentioned Frog being blasted amidships by ashotgun 
aimed at him b his brother-in-law two or three weeks back • I 
was astonished on Wednesday when 1 learned Frog had been 
discharged by the,Shreveport Charity hospital 

following all the doings required to repair the two hundred twenty 

perfections maje by the gunshots in his intestines • Within 

a day s time from his return, Frog was all doubled over in pain and 

was taken back to the hospital which reported by 'phone on 

hisarrival that a major operation woul be required 

immediately • It all somehow reminded me 9 and painfully, 

of the 194 0 Elam Brown episode in which the Natchitoches 

hospital discharged Elam, a draining tube still in his lungs, 

in his pleurisy case and how Elam died before he coul be 

taken b a ok to the hospital • One can readily imagine 

the racket that would have ensured in either case had either Elam 

or Frog been anyone other than a second class citizen* 

,n'.' r>c i iia:^ 9 9S. o- ^ jo " . . a ^ " r 

It wasso kind of little Mias Lee to give me her findings in the 
% Aunt illiepard that seemed to get me off the track, Obviously 
I rejoibed too early when J thought the Registered had traveled 
to South^arolina, . 

i f Ji.00 v.siv :VjImO "5 3 ‘ . v.V<* 

By this morning's post I forwarded the last of 
the pot and pan pckages ,• seleoted with a view of wishing 
the recipient a joyous natal day . I fear my timing 
of the shipment of this series wasn't very well charted but 
even though deliveries were made pre-maturely, 

I trust that that fact will in no way detract from the 

toMHMvt, *»/ law.::. 1 /.: 


iiud 


bis: 


. r> 


out of 

n J.A.' 'f r\ t 


3? OH *53 




the southwest which is said to be bringing us rain* 

!'.\I iui’Ju*9U 9 03 0)9 j'i 0 ..... OL .•» n ItOh't". '5i. 

Well, Sister and daughter came Friday night around 
10 or 11 and, praise the Lord, they bedded dfown in the 
big house without waiting for J, H, and Celeste to 
get home which iyas achieved near midnight, and both quite 
exhausted • Celeste says she is going to take her vacation 
in the Crescent City and just rest* 

& ;\i‘ . -rad li' 5l.i". 3* bi :■ ['• D B i 1 si.Vc. ■>" 

Sister was on her good b ehavoir but telling things 
as untrue and wacky as ever • J • H,. who was in Shreveport 
earlier in the week, says there isn't a shred of truth 
in the statement by Sister that Dr.Wenk is in a psychiatric 
of Schumpert Hospital in Shreveport • The way Sister dished 


5 0. 




out to me was impressive • 
word and it pad* me laugh j 


oan repeat 

k}' HO i i 3 t 


her statement word 

s. . 


section 

it 

for 








"Gene is on the 8th floor of Schumperts, orazy as a loon • 

That's the floor where they don't have any electrio lights, 
toilets or anything like that that you could hurt yourself with** 

r • ii t 'i t i S'- - 

Such rig a marole is certainly funny but, at the same time, might 
tiresome after thq first five minutes • • 


.'”05 


0 ' ■ • 




3* VI 3 . Jt 


3A^ 


5li .->"»1 ' 


• *5 


is 'I ', in'a 


4 . . *t 


They departed for Shreveport around 1 0*30 this morning, 
much to everyone's relief • 
is! Ao, y&s '.n\c.r> i'j ••• V,” ..i v "0 t- * - '•« 

This afternoon cgme SterlingEvans and wife of Little Eva, bring 
some Houston couple with them and, fortunately, they had to fly back 
to JLouston this e veiling so they didn't remain too long. They 
are certainly pleasant people but of the type one never 
finds comfortable with for long since one knows the liason will 
be snapped at almost any moment and will be 
picked up again whenever they want something* 

a • .. e w bflu<n-0Q ziiSt «c ~*t. .*> - 

Everything was affability today, as it is always, but 
somehow it never gets any .closer to my heart than the outer layer of 
What they wanted today was three fold, — they wanted 
their Houston guests to see Melrose, they wanted to get me 
i' * 1 c ■ °> UQ6 ti AS \ 4" ”A « . 3 
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Monday, March 87th, 1961 


an<J r is ..i i<a nboar u;:--olq v *..ob- Mfr s .i *1 ' oi 

• to promise to go down and look over Uncle Horn's cabin both as to buildi 
and surrounding acreage with a view to eventual landscaping, and 


•Ts>s %V-r jo 0 : t " J 

sjroiq t os niiMU » Afrioj 

Curious weather, —warm with the promise of from 3 to 4 degrees 
above normal for phe next five days, while tornado belts 
t tonight are stretching from Houston to Lafayette, La., fnd 
from Austin eastward to some place • Thus Cane “iver finds 
intself in between with much flashing north and south,, 

.... t olouds that look as though they might let go any 

minute and the pleasant warm temperatures continuing. 

It rained a bout three quarters of an inch sometimeduring 
the night. A thunder bolt awakened me at some strange 
hour and my clook pointed to 8x83. I turned over and 
went pack to sleep for a while and when I awakened again, my 
clook still registered 8x83, One overseer at the 
store at 6 o'clock said the rains oame at midnight, the 
other at 4 a.m. qnd I was willing to let each have his own 
way • 

The morning was pleasantly diversified but I forget 
with what. In pursuance of a 'phone 
call from I. S. Willard, I agreed to see the lady 
at 18 noon. She got here at lt33 whioh I thought 
quite remarkably close to hitting the bull's eye for 
her « &he brought me a couple of nice posters and 
picked up the material, sorqpbook in nature, she had loaned 
Miss c ammie a long time ago • 
j* SB- '• fj‘ A f«SflU J.I ClOp. t *. • • Aft * ! •***•* 

ground 10 this morning, a long distance oal 1 came in from 
Ur. Hodges' secretary, asking if .1 would reoeive Hr. Hodges 
at 3* I would • Ur. Hodges arrived at 3* 

/ For reasons that are self-evident, I am confiding 
the topic discussed wi-th t no one but little Miss Lee and 
in the future, it might be just as well never to refer to the 
matter until long after the subject up for conference has been 
disposed of. t 

i,cj- -•.. i 

He told me he had come to ask my opnion about 
a, matter, —the setting up of a Foundation for Melrose, 

. with a proviso that I would serve as its director and administrator 

for life. His thought was to provide the Foundation with 
a working organisation of one or two secretaries for the 


: I vi >T i 1. 

Memorandum 
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Tuesday, March 88th, 1961 


administrator, a staff of gardeners and operational force 
with a view to changing the place just as little as possible 
and maintaining the personality of the place as identical with 
those 1 have mainatined as possible, 

j : j -\ - v 

He wondered if the Estate, as a memorial to their 
l mother, would contribute the buildings and contents, the 
gardens and a,modest acreage adjoining for some token sum such as 
twenty five thousand dollars The Foundation would 
guarantee the administrator a generous annual salary, — 
no figure was mentioned, atid^ of course, provide for all operatio 
expenses, including staff and so on, -ti . 

*T • • U O XCi t . -V . >T . . 

I told hi* I; though the proposition would 
interest not a single member of the estate, While 
it is perfectly true, most, if not all of the members are 
primarily interested in earnings of the plantation which 
by the terms of the proposition, they would retain but 
while none of them thought much of the buildings and gardens as 
owners, they would automatically wax terribly sentimental about 
the place if they'thought anyone aotually wanted to acquire 
it and unthinkable when mentioned*in•the form of a gift 
to the public in the form of a Foundation > 

r.' V tlti . .i. ~>.i . : ' V . •< f.;. \ 

He asked me to give the matter further study during the 
next couple of weeks, during which time he ts going to be 


cotton boll clouds, dazzling sunshine and 
heat aj}$'frumidity that,made for the tropios, Tonight 
is cloudless and the moon full, Radio reoeption 
existed which it didn't laft night and we are promised 
no thunder showers before the morrow 

I^was perfectly delighted with a message from 
Ann ordell because getting slapped down by correspondence 
is always invigoratinging and especially so 
lo/jen a lady couples to her rebuke to the sender the letter 
which provoked the laying-out, I possibly sent 
you Ann s letter, telling me she had subscribed to the 
nterprise to further her education through the medium 
of Cane River *emo but that I.could 
have Mrs • Roosevelt whorn^T had mentioned in » 
a recent column, I apparently wrote her 
a shocking letter in response, prompting her to 
return it in hot haste, I enclose the exchange 
for your amusement, I acknowledged receipt of the 
envelope from Eldorado in a casaul letter, saying that 


if I had been able to glance o\/er my letter before posting 
it, I undoubtedly have sent it along anyway but that 
I apologised for any anger it stirred up in her 
bosom. By happy coincidence, about the 


Dosom, ay happy coincidence, about the 
time she was writing her letter,to me, this past week's 
column about the American Tel and Tel must have been 
well on way, probably causing her to faint when 
she glanced through itjind nqw j find myself 
wondering if at one time or another, and perhaps 
even these days, there may have been or is a custom of 
returning objectionable letters to writers* Somehow it s 
a bit on the Edwardian if not the Viotorian level and 
yet I mrvel that I never before got one b a ok from anybody 
before and I find the seji&ation hila rious, 

■ •• ts j Qi.i ofrdfe 1*0 li i' .• Aoj - v. i . 

Any day now, I suppose invitations to Spring 
weddings will begin turning up in the post, followed by 
the usual graduation swarms that will follow • As for 
nyself* £ fij\ bound to undertake bit of announcing 
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of blessed events on behalf of *mmet and Erwin for, al¬ 
though they don't know it, they have become the 
parents of 23 offspring,,.interrupt ion,... 
did I say that Emmet and Erwin are the parents of 
23 offspring although, oddly enough, they don’t 
know it yet'What they will think of an old stork 
without wings in the form of an incubator, only 
they will be able to tell • 4 


Wednesday, Uarch 89th, 1951. 2962. 


Memorandum : 


suea 


. uiyiua .‘\e v.i',1 s 


it 1 i. J ( 

r i 




u i is;/'' 


HU' 




*. I think 1 forgot to mention one clause 

included in yesterday’s proposition that} under the circumstances, 
struck me as being pretty funny^although I think 
my features did not betray amusement at the 
time it was voiced. The clause referred to 
was, among other things, the Director would be 
supplied with a cariand ohauffeuv • In view 
of the well known inclination of the proposed Director to 
"stay-put", it struck me the car and chauffeur might readily 
fall into the category of frills, 
t : -i i:i e • bi IU4'?.co n Hi oban oh A..* -"O-O. a-. ,oiaun. 

I have a correction to make regarding the quantity 
of gourd seeds Sister oarried off to Shreveport with 
her on Sunday . If 1 mentioned the matter, I believe 
I remarked that the ,bulk was all that could be crammed into 
' _ ten pound sack . Today ! asked for a ten pound Sack at 

the s tore and when it was handed to me, I remarked that 
it was smaller than I had anticipated. Then I was 
handed another sack, identical to the one ^ister carried 
off, and I learned that that siae was o twenty five pound one. 
c If Shreveport this summer ever gets disentangled from its gourd 

vines * it will be a miracle • 

iaoal i.tiiTO' o-iN sv.a toll ,i a .- ’of -a~: ho - ■ 

With the Socket's birthday coming the day 


i?Q 


e .o 


;}( b5 


Warm and rainy all day and tonight to boot. 

r f %Tin 9 : 9 o Y f ucoa 

E . rwin a re occupying a big box 

They •eri U t2n”£t™l!;t^*rfZ£* of Grandpere. 

*heir birthday in vearl to JoJm i l* readil U recall 
»»‘ai da* along with the*Mo c het‘a/uL/"f,f *? eir 
opelUng out SB,.89 and 30 in a neat pZit’ern/* ’ 

I kept them in a little house in +h- k 

r-noTVt n £! Sr- 

tight little house. -All “* r ‘ 




ar.'j&a t 


fci. 

U Vi 


, •*■ 


l 


before little Miss Lee's, I find myself 
wondering where each will be celebtating on their 
natal days I dropped the Socket, a note of greetings 
sending same to Advertising Mart although for all I know the M ocket 
may fie in Kalamaaoo ore even Ooa a malak and 
more whia to her, dsn't you think so.,.**#* 


four, in ih.tr ttahiitVTi T" but . the «*«• ones i 
a littU « tuddon, 

T ** th i 

ouerried over to where I wa/eitt t ru 9g ed to ite feet and 

Apparently the house wasn^t 30 Uahi as Tt * ench " 

the little one braved the*, riaors iViS* 1 had8u PP°*ed. Why 

tlloTeied'oi/f 0 " H °l ina e in *- thebaic ° f d °° ra and 

HU brother^ail\uil a r flZ\%‘dLl Ut b " wtth 

all together in a niaV’ rl,. .. 2 U3 *» gathered them 
be as sung a $ a bug in a ruH. *™ °" d toni 9 ht everybody seemi 

•!' ',i i£ ?■■ ■ ■ ■■ ni* 

^ r S 2 2< — 

this region lo eu'tp off'the “ <>u,tonar v in 

at the point where^hiY tail »? 7 ? { r ™ 8ach b aby duckling 

ashed Howreatha abom thil fV,i r SlfH" 0 *! 2 * e " er ^- * 

know why it was done but she thouaht * e 3aid 8he <**<*”'* 
to about rnahtng the duoh leln inT.V.t K 'fT**!!*. •? 


!Ot 


Wi'j i-.i yr at. 


— —If ^ WUO u Uiie DUX ahp t h Mirth + v 4 . t i - w ^ 

do about making the duck k*l n t d aomet hing to 

start,d. I accordingly handed he/a Z^ofTheTrlVn^" 9 
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thirteen tails were trimmed, and it will not 
be the cook's fault if these ducks don't toe 
a straight line, 

rj ^ USS : >'j't AsVi 

I had a telephone caj.1 from a friend in town whom 
to purchase a quantity of garden seeds for me* In 
line with my practice to plant a few gourds from 
other retions to re-invogorate my local 
stock, I suggested a couple packages, those 
little enbelopes§, of seeds be purchased along 


I tiad^a 




wanted 
did not 


jIUj 




bn a 

anCC <- 


A\ :r \ u U S 


with 

brought it forth, He 
to explain to me that 


m 


’ c f.3» 0‘ V 


.b 




i. - 


bn on • 


with the vegetable seeds , t The oall from town was 
to tell me that Mrs, Knipmeyer, my 
purchasing agent, and gone to the 
Mitchell Seed Company and mecured everything I 
except the gourd sees which the tHtchell store 
have, Leon Mitchell, the manager, 
wanting to be cooperative, confided that he had 
a gourd ih his office and that he would provide me 
tni+.h seeds from it, and forthwith he 

told my agent 

one did not plant the entire 
gourd but rather, as he went to some trouble to 
explain fo my agent, one cuts a*hole in 
the shell au<2 removes thes eeda from the interior 
the gourd dnd it is these seeds and not the 
gourd l itself , that is or are put in the ground. 

My agent thanked him heartily, ddolared she would 
explain the method carefully to me and 
knew 1 would be appreciative for the suggestions, 

Mitchell seemed pleased and said for anyone 

who has never had apy experience with gourds, such 

advise might prove helpful and merchant and 

customer parted happily and agent 

and I rolled on the floor when the instructions 

were transmitted, 

-• 

John Wenk came in at supper time, I 
hope faster and more especially the morrow may be gay in Lyme , 


DO' 


Of 


Mr, 


Hi .!• 

i.ion si.yir no 


sii'it rjriu \ji;0! Thursday, March 30th, 1961, 

vJ-t M r \, MOW 00 ' . • \ 


.0 f.rtj 00 1 t'C9 b' '• l u 


CWH : *vt 


• ita 


o\ 


■j. 


at 




Lit, 


t ■ a 

bn sc 


Memorandums 

■ . i. V; • 1 ■ i io 4 C&J s 

Rainy and mild, . 

&: . c • t > 

t Naturally lsstqn's thoughts have been turned in the 
direction of lyme from awakening until noip, 

I didn't get anyweather news on the radio out of Lyme 
but I'm holding the thought is was pretty outside 
and gobs of sunshine all around, inside, too, A 
friend brought me a slab.of uice cake yesterday and 
I saved it for tonight when I shall observe little 
Miss Lee's natal day by having it and some 
figs stirred into some ice cream, which I got from the s tore 
thisafternooon so that within the hour the celebrating will 
still be going on all by myself except the thirteen little 
numbersq b„cka gain tonight, resting in their box 
beneath 8 Grandpere Augustin's portrait, 




t .i-' 


'SlHJJ V:j 
Oita t 


- '>■).. _ v- 

this morning, Mr,Walker of The nterprise, 


jo t-s 






bits 

lphoned me, 

I guess it must have been early in November when the 
Saturday Evening Post contemplated doing the local 
story, he w rote ^that paper,a sktng a bout re-prints. 

He did not hear from the magaaine and then, as you 
^know, theJtevi rleans rumpus and the BatonHouge legislature high- 
jinks, put a crimp in publishing the art\cle, *ut having 
received no response to his original letter, Mr, *alker 
wrote again and again failed to get a response, 1 hen, 

. on March QOth, he wrote a third time, directing his letter 
tot/ie highest official he could think of in the organisation. 

Today's post brought a response,,,interruption,,,,. 

Well, the letter re a ching r,Walker today bubbled over with apologist 
t it being explained that his correspondence had been held 
by some secretary with a view to answering same when the 
stury and if the story even got scheduled to appear. According 

^ - of the letter 0 % today,' ~ 

would seen 


to the writer 
Manager or some 


the 
sucfy. 


it 


sppea 
the G-nerd. 

seem that, at long last. 
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Friday, March Slat, 1961 


the qrticle might /ind way into the magazine in 
May or June, I shall adviae you further on thia point, 
if and when anything ever cornea of it, 

The interruptionwaa a call fromBatonHouge, - 
James for 10 or 25 minutes, followed by Kay for an equal 
length of time Thye were calling to o 

wish me a happy Easter week end, Kay says she wants to 
make several trips this Spring, —Natchitoches, 

Arkansas, Dallas and so on but has decided that she 

will make each one separately and thus avoid.getting too 

tired by attemption to cover all the journeys in a 

single .undertaking. She especially wants to go 

to Hodges Gardens with me, It is a bout the last plaoe 

I should think a person with a broken hip, bnly one third healed, 

should go or want to go where spaces are vast and levels beyond 

number, 

If: *\(Ji$ '>0 v. - ■( ■ 8 H'ltv 

There was a fat envelope from the Bluff in today's 
post containing the sweet, short note enclosed, 
and a flocks ofothera ' things which she apparantly 
thought I would enjoy but which, frankly, I 
found pretty dull, with the exception of a letter from 
Dr, fitt to James and Kay, penned from the Congo, 

Naturally T an returning all the clippings and letters 
to Aunt*illie forthwith, not wanting to hold 
.family-things, such as a four page, perhaps six page, 
letter .from Irma 0 Brien to Aunt Willie, giving endless 
particulars about innumberable people, —kin folks, mostly, 

I suppose, of whom T have never heard and about whose 
domestic doings I care not at all. There were clippings, too, 
about the wedding of Irma's and Earley's foster child, 
and who wore u ;hat and so on and so fourth, important, I 
suppose,. to Aunt Willie but meaning nothing i^o me, 

.. . . 8 ■ O ^ • 8 

And now I am going to get busy and do a kittle mail, 
and then relax for a little while before folding up, 
reading a little while and havinga dab of birthday cake 
jind fig ice cream, sharing it the while telepathetically 
with you knowmahom,,,,,,, 

, vf i x 


Memorandum 


Cloudy and coool, with a cold wind impelling me 
to share the living room another night with the little ones 

Good Friday, being a legal State holiday, 
some of the offices in town were closed and 
some of $he business places opened, I never know when 
a holiday is oj- isn't a holiday in Louisiana, 

• - i • '• ( i"»'- V; 

I don t know what sort of an organization 
. the Red Cross is but in town the Parish 

office oalled it a holiday and at Northwestern it 
was a holiday, too. Accordingly Thelma andCarmen 
'phoned to ask if they might drop in this a fternoon 
and proceeded to do so, bringing a gr$nd angelfoood 
cake stirred up by Thelma's own hand and a 
bottle of imported wine that made me wonder why 
people are forever going to. so much trouble to buy 
expensive imported wines nobody cares much for when such 
delectable ones of a domestio brew are more readily 
available, e ... 

‘ ' .n* "b 1 a i 

Thelma asked me what I t ought the local reaction 
would be like to a suggestion that.the place be given 
as a memorail foundation to be financed by Mr, 

Hodges, I told her I thought the reaotion would be 
identical to that which Mr, Hodges.would experience, should 
someone from here call on him and suggest he give his 
place to a foundation for somebody else to finance, 

••Mi- . -,i .rcc ; -» »!,; .;!* Vi'S <’••».« ?eci 

For what reason, I know not, .Dan brought 
his wife and their three daughters and his wife's 
son" by a previous marriage" to dinner, As 
near as I could make out, a grand time was had by nobody. 
The only Venk present tonight,is John, T suppose Joe 
will be showing up later tonight. 










From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS, #f1~3889 _ in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


11074 


3W1 


11075 


l\ >vt i 


Sunday, April 8nd, 19611, 





b i. i ty t. i o t> J.‘ 

s ^. I o. . & * \ w 11 i c 

-,3; 1 • 

t U 


b:. 0 

b9solo 

When 

this, week's 


.'0 0^ ims 


♦ r:: .. YOf o". 
[i e 

i on 


believe it bears an April 1st date, 1 was impressed 
by a full page phootograph of a statue familiar to me. 

It was none other than Unole Jack on his high pedestal 
in front of the°hamber of Commerce in Ifatchitoches , A 
rather long comment on the subject depioted cp pears on 
the opposite page, perhaps 88 or 89, If 
you don't chance to see the magazine, I shall be glad to 
send along my copy, < 

o iteo o' c £■»-' i .« «.;• 'cvy tt ' 

I* S, Hillard just called, after spending a couple 
of days in Shreveport, While there, she went out 
to the State museum to see Dr, Wright who has recently 
done a mural for the place, a painting depicting 
St. Denis trading with the Indians at Natchitoches, 

The picture is painted on too dead a level, so far as the 
arrangement of the figures is concerned but I 
suggested to I, S, V, before she went to Shreveport that 
she .get in touch withDr. Wright to suggest the museum 
reproduce the mural on a post oard in color, thinking it would 
x be good for Dr,Wright and the museum to place such an 

item in the hands of post card dealers all over the Stae, andin 
. Uatchitoohes especially while the town, in turn, would 
lose nothing by having such a card put into circulations. 

She reported Dr. fright a s saying he had never thought of the 
matter before and a 3ked he to thank me on his behalf, I 
shall drop .him a note tonight, suggesting a legend which, if 
properly handled, might be helpful in spreading the message the 


picture illustrates, especially for circulation in this area, 

. j :i: N > i. .: 1 B 

next week end,along with the Walkers, I suppose, and others,,,,,,,,. 


i.l, 'U 


Memorandum: 

__ t t . 

Clear and cool and delightful, 

••vt t i l . . . ~ -t,.} ■' A ^ 

My faster weekend of happiness was guaranteed 
by the arrival via air of a message from Lyme, I thought 
it so very sweet of little Miss Lee to express herself so charmingly 
about the parade of stuff that had headed her way, prior toUarch 30, 

I feel a little shame-faced for having used to little imagination 
in a selection this year but, since * had not been to town 
a nd t since my cot a ot with the outside world in the gift section 
wa8 almost exclusively through the medium of passing 
salesme^, L feel back on the line selected and pray the Lord 
it didn t turn out too much of a duplication and 
a so rce oj boedom, K t '• 

y,».< .■ .. . j. :..3S ;1U uTJ t S ■ »• 

Ora called this afternoon and I spoke <x>f a good 
address which had come to hand in-Saturday's post and shewas delighted 
to know I would be forwarding same, L have 
a feeling you two girls are going to hit it off just grand. 

You will easily recgnize her when you see her because she resembles in p 
appearance the well known Rooket, 

I always find ocincidences pleasant to contemplate and, 
accordingly, was enchanted with what was said in t he letter about 
the Munsey itei\. f fijid it remark a ble all around and 
most of all that your remarkable memory should have retained the 
name for so long, following the kittle Rock contact, It 
did not turn out to be too bulky to manage, 1 hope, when 
the t package reached its Lyme destination, 

^' £ » • • 

Saturday's post wps fairly heavy, a couple of 
items being end sed for your delectation, ‘lhe most 
unexpected parcel post package coming to hand was 
from Tom andDot Jewel, ,cpntaining a couple of bottles of wine, 

I really think Tom isn t so bad as his political associates 

bu\ there does seem something altogether odd, in view of my 

standing on racial matters, that I should be receiving an Easter gift 

from the Baton Rouge Speaker of the House whose Legislature 

ha « certainly put through some bills of which T have heartily 

disapproved, 

. . 

. * 
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The letter from Carrie seemed rather longer than usual * 

■the one from Carolyn, dated March 24, —and somehow I assumed 
it was written from New r.leans, bore a Uarch 31st cancellation 
from Shreveport which somehow seems typical * I, S, Willard 
had told me she had heard Carolyn had long since spent her 
inheritance fr,om her father * From this letter, it 

would appear she has spent everything earned in the movies she has made, 
, When utterly flat again, it i3 likely she will turn 

to her old friends again * I shall doe verything I can 

to, push business in her way bui{ I fear she will find 

less t enthusiasm on the part of many another friend whom, like me, she 

hasn t had time to bother a bout when things were running in the 

opulent direction for her * t 

bw> i 3 • ill iniif' Uoi - ;*•- IVW* ■< ■ 

Even as on Sunday, last past, so on Saturday, quite 
unannounced, the Sterling Evanses of Little Eva appaeared 
around 4:30 p,m,, t is time bringing Judge and Mrs, 

Clark of Austin with them * Sterling oan find my number when he 
wants to toalk with me bi\t not when he wants to bring somebody 
for a tour and twice in one week is almost twice too much They have 
so much by way of millions tut so little by way of the know¬ 
how in human relations * 

t y° e and Juanita A • spent most of this a fternoon w ith me, They 
donfided that Dr, Wenk is anxious for Sister to join ranks 
with him and, returned to married life . J, i 8 afraid 
Sister will and Joe says J . if* feels the doctor\is a liability, 
now that . his earning power is over * I conceded • H, might hav a point 
but 1 consider thp doctor an asset since resumption of married 
life would keep Sis,ter on the doctor's neck and not of J, H»'s and 
the rest of us. What J, H, really feels is that when the 
iMenks are at the bottom of the barrel, they 
may insist on Sister getting her share of Melrose which 
would require a sale of the place and while ordinarily they 
. might accept this peacefully enough, sjnce one of them 
would buy it. Sisterbeing paid her share and then the 
estate returned to its former status of estate ownership, with 
only Sister detatched * But now tyey fear somebody like SterlingJvans 
might out b,id.. : them at the public sale the law would require, hey would 
be even more worried if they knewahout the Modge 3 aspirations * 

• b ■ 



•r- 
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Monday, April 3rd, 1961m 


e s 




ill* 


es->j 


Memorandum i 

Clear and cool* 

In yesterday's memo, I believe I inserted a 
letter from the 11 ocket * 1 might be in error but 

I seem to recall vaguely she s aid she would be spending Easter 
with her brother, Ben, in Houston and the ensuing week 
at .old t>onita% Perhaps I read the agenda incorrectly but 
thinking that was what as outlined, I dropped her a note, 
making a suggestion that perhaps the gentleman who hadsponsored 
one or two of her films on looal subjects might be interested 
in sponsoring another about this place that would enable her 
to dispose of two bird3 with one rock since, while 
shooting the film on the local scene, it would be as easy as 
pie to shoot the balance of the World of L lementine Hunter thing, 
posting the same to Old Bonita where I hope it went and remained * 

»• * 

i Be that as t it may, Thelma called me this morning to 
say that, John,- back Saturday from an exhau sting trip s omewhere, 
and Thelma herself just out of a check-up business for exhaustion 
at the hospital, they decided to relax by spending Easter 
Sunday at Hodges Gardens which they did, indeed, do* 

While there, they chaneced (changed) to meet Mr, and Mrs, 

Hodges and, among others, two ladies whom you may know 

by the names of Carolyn and Ola Mae which didn t eound like spendin 

Easter with brother in Houston. Mr, HJdodges 

invited the Kysers o er for luncheon on Wednesday at the 

gardens where some pictures will be •efipwn, —pictures by somebody 

I didn't know, and that Carolyh and Ola Mae would be present which 

doesn't sound precisely like Old °onita while, although 

I'm not too worked up about the matter either way, I do hope 

the letter may continue to await the addressee • 

. - f t i-*: 

I am told that Carolyn has remarked to Kay and 
J* S, Willard that she doubts I can possibly understand how 
busy she can possibly be, making it impossible 
for her to answer letters * She is quite right for I 
gaunot, being convinced, as T am, that she is forever so busy 
away from commitments, she cannot possibly find time 
to attend to simple obligations * 


r unnit 
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Blythe and Joan came this f+ 

. . .. , -M afternoon and we 

Had quite a pleasant sitting, Tentatively we. —Blythe and I 
plan to mosey up to Briarwood a wee* from tomorrow,..-that is* 
to say, Tuesday of next week. If there should be a day's skip 
m out-going mail on that day, you will accordingly P 

understand • w u 

Blythe, qan and Miriam journeyed to 
■ latches onEas ter and as Devereux wasn't on Piglrimaoe 

Mi3s . M y ra > filing her quite active 
but a little heavier than formerly, and proudly dis- 

Hun1ie + l collection Which, as you know, she a lways 

iurh ^nne d nns n t the montb March 9<>-round, Miss Myra sent 
l^ter^tonigh^ klSae3 and 1 m bound to respond by letter 

. * t 

I am pleased to be able to report that 

E ; win 3 offspring* all 23, continue thriving, 

am 1 V »M* li0WeU3r » ° 2 °f" responsibility for only 11 tonight 

fnr f AV i^ 0UP / € °{- tie little one8 in b V olerk tonight 
for his little boy who had given me *mmet and^rwin in 9 

Pl h C r • , B1 U the want3 ° poir, cutting the total 
! n . 9 although I 3hall prob a bly not have 9 when she 
takes her pair next week , for I am hoping to dispose 

/ ro°ji e Jf/ ore Blythe, who knows so much a bout 

so mapy things, apparently doesn't know that it is aeese and 
not ducks that pull grass for she explained whenshefirst asked 
for a pair that she intended using them in her garden for grass vullU 
1 feared she would eventually discover this fact about the wavs 

J" lt r °, Wn hook an 4 b then 3h e W H1 be sufficiently V 
attached to the little ones that she will keep themreqardless 
or give them to one^or another of her grandchildren, 9 


I 
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Tuesday, April 4th, 295Jf. 


Memorandum: 

Cloudless and cool, < 

a. ■ -v ± 1. i a -' < >i 

Today I lost one of my grandchildren, They have a 
special little "salle en pleinair" on the lower level of 
the secret garden at the west end of Yucca, 

All day long Emmet and *-rwin and low Paul 
and Louella P, occupy both levels but the little ones 
are restricted to their own sections, giving them an opportunity 
to get acquai nted with their neighbors without their neighbors 
, getting into the little one's food and without the little ones 
being able to venture out into the sunken pool which is too 
far below the margin for them to climb out of, 

• I (6 

I met Zelma coming this way this morning when I 
was heading out for the coffee hour. I told her to 
pick up Dowreatha at the big house and to go and see 
the grandchildren which she did. An hour or so later, when 
passing the secret garden, 1 noticed something 
afloat on.-the sunken pool and sure enough, there 
was a grandchild, Somehow he had found a chink in 
the corner o his pen and gone exploring . Enchanted at the 
sight of mor,e water than he had ever before in his life had 
seen, he evidently plunged in for a merry frolic 
but, after a while, being tired, had. been unsuccessful in 
scaling the brick wall of the pool and getting into a panic, 
had struggled around until he had exhausted himself and then 
collapsed into a. watery grave. Funeral services were 
held at high noon and his brothers and sisters admonished 
to wait until they were bigger boys and girls before 
attempting the waywarfl pattern of the departed one. 



This morning's coffee wasn't any good, being too much 
diluted with tears on the part of the hostess whose 

be I'tao! " 5 • O' , *» tf T Q *'• j . -U •• 

\o 'o{. i s V; ; a . imto. -si . e 5 »n^,, ■ .V , « 

»• 

• l; < 0 If . o ’USW 








Mi 


mmh 


From the Francois Mignon Papers, #M-5889 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. 1 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPT' 


V — 

•V ' 


;<>i t 




i «. 


husband doesn't appreciate her, never asks her how 
she slept and-doesn't install a drainage 
system for the greensward in front of her house that 
would be prettier.. Amidst sobs. 

If it ioeren t for mother, 1 would leave here today", was the 
way it was expressed and, according to the grape¬ 
vine,-the hubbub that began at breakfast . 
went merrily on throughout dinner until it was time 
to go to town. Every once in a while I forget how 
selfish and ridiculous the ten year old spoiled brat can be. 
and how unmindful and how indifferent it can be to the 
delicate status of those nearest and on whom everythina 
depends • 

Texas has been busy today, selecting a Senator to fill 

v . aca h ted b T y . V \ oe President Johnson and an incredible business 
seems to be. I believe it is 78 candidates who are running for 
the seat altho gh one of the persons whose name appears on the 1 
ballot dropped dead two or three .weeks ago. Anotherodd 
thing about the voting methods in Texas is this : —one does 
not check the name of his f n vorite candidate but 
is required to cross out the names of all those whom he does not 
favor, leaving unmarked the name of his choice. Early 
returns indicate there will be a runoff and thus far, -it wuld seem 
two arch conservatives, a 35 year old college professor of 
«. ’Ohita Falls, and a Dallas millinaire in his 60*s. and 
at present occupying the Johnson seat by appointment, will 
h^ve another go at the polls .early in June. I hope 
the epublican wins since Texas is Republican at heart anyway and 
besides, it would be better all around if the State should 
a* long jLast beget a two party system. 




Although oi U of theinbire netting dwellings, the ring neck pheasan: 
antly are pleased with the local surroundings and have decided 


z. ~ ' wi move i 

and so I must turn to doing some work 
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Wednesday, April 5th, 1951. 


< i > r i 

Memorandum : 


KO (Jit 
l> i 
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,txn oc> bivjj t .dfio 9 . sialluo \ 

f . ■■ ■ it 

tt ••-.). . 

Partly ^cloudy and a little warmer. *h- 

. t 

Nine o clock coffee was less dilutefl with tears this 
morning. While mine hostess and I were sipping the brew 
on the front gallery, the merchant planter passed that way, 
swallowed a demin tasse, g leaned over for a peck from 
his spouse, remarking he was off to Shreveport. He 
was back by .supper time but d.id not sup. Instead, 
he sent someone for a oan of patent soup in the ice box, 
some new fangled thing designed for those who would reduce, 
since the thing is supposed to give one all lie hneeds for a 
meal without contributing any fat which probably 
explains why 1 have heard the, wife remark how often before 
going to bed, her husband asks her to make him a big sandwich 
ahd to serve it with a big slab of cake. 

"■ -M ' r !.i S J 

From the grapevine, I learn that Dr.Wenk is ex¬ 
periencing some kind of spinal difficulty 
which Whitfield •■'acfr, sister's lawyer, says is going to 
result in ppralysis. certainly and possibly death. 

On&unday the merchant-planter is said to have worried 
for fear Sister wouldn't get the divorce. Now it 
is said v . H.^is worried for fear she may get it too soon, 
t f°r, if the doctor shoi>d die before the decrree were 
granted, her share in the joint property would 
be greater than if the divorce went through.. 

Who ever hegrd of so many ponderables and imponder a bles 
in such a checkered family. 

' ' . ' .... ■■■ •■y-i'. ■ " r." ' 

}„ck to the coffee cups, I learned of 
a sumptuous screen in 8 sections which Bobby Deblieux 
has recently painted. It depicts some 
early Louisiana history and, as mine hostess explined: 
t i .■ . - 

"You know, I don't like nudes byt the figure 
of the crquqh\ng Indiqn is darling'." 
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Thursday, April 6th, 1961, 


I called Bobby tonight and congratulated him 
and passed along an idea I thought he might enjoy turning 
over in hi3 mind, to wit, that he dream up 
some sort of a masterpiece in this field, devoted to 
El Camino Real, starting with lodges Gardens 
on the left, stretching the King's Highway across the 
m oentral sections with emphasis on Conquitadores 
andCavailiers, covered wagons and God knows what, with 
Fort essup and Los Ade a s pivotal points and then going on 
to th£ right hand sections introducing Natchitoches and 
the Cane River co ntry. Bobby enthused, I told 
him -L thought the Hodges island mansion needed something 
just like such a creation and that I should tell Mr, Hodges 
as much, once the work was finished, and that I 
should likewise call the matter to the attention 
of theAdvertising Mart, with a view tousing a color 
photo of the finished work in the Hodges magazette, etc,, etc. 
How much fun.G 0 d must have in creating a climate 
that will make things germinate and come into flower which, 
-come to think of it makes me wince since it must 3ound 
like an awfully "ife and G-od" sort of observation but 
the lilt in Bobby a voice as the idea began taking shape 
was really inspiration in its tone alone. 


OS : TT ' 




Tonight's radio reports 'the California suggeon and his girl 
friend who murdered the surgeon's wife,'got life in prison 
oa a jury decision which, as the announcer explained, means that 
7 years both may be paroled, the 7 years being just one year 
more thau a local person gets for stealing a cow, all 
of wliich goes to show something or other, ^"\ 

. I; r*>s Ci nia r 

The Governors of Mississippi and Alabama journeyed 
to Baton Rouge today to-, be guests of Governor Davis of 
Louisiana, According to press reports, the reason 
for the c onference is to discuss fishing matters of mutuaal 
interest to these three States giving on the Gulf, 

My guess is these three hill billies, if 

disoussing fish, will have much to say a bout white perche 

n nd even more about bldok bass. Smile . 


$ . • • 5 t‘> 


Memorandumt 

Drizzley during the morning,, partly sunny during the 
afternoon, clear and"air-ish n tonight, 

A- 

The ducklings are growing so fast, they will 3 oon be 
too big to share Yucca with me asover night guests. 

Their wings ar e beginning to show wsiigns of little pin¬ 
feathers-and what with the growth and strength they 
are manifesting with amazing speed from day to day, they will 
soon-be able to share the basse-cour nightly with their parents 
and Low Paul and Louella P, 

Rumor has it that Shreveport is likely to 
descend upon us this week end and, if so, the ducklings, like 
everything else on the plantation, will have lots of 
hurly-burly to go through and T have no doubt 1 3 hall have 
lots of advise on the proper way to bring up children 
from one who has had some experience but not much success 
in that field of endeavor, It is so pleasant to 

look forward to the beginning of a new week'i 
\ % 

In the postal section,something got out of joint so that 
nobody in town received any newspapers and here in the country 
although the poatman made his rounds, he was hours ahead of s chedule 
since there was no first or second class mail, I believe 
my memo to Lyme was taken to town this evening to be mailed. 

It is no surprise when rural deliveries fail, it happens so often, 
but it does seem odd that newspapers, published in 
town and in the post office before midnight, should not 
be delivered on the following day. Perhaps 

it was somebody's birthday, —John Burke or some such. Smile, 

‘ A bevy of women from all around the Stdte are 
gathered in Natchitoches for a three day pow-wow, —some sort 
of a Federated gathering, it is said. La Beaufort entertained 
at tea this a fternoon but none of my agents present 
have reported as yet as to how many tempests *emerged from the 
teapot during the festivities, 

• fj f • • • 
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Friday, April 7th, 1961, 

' * ■ • - 

V '9- • II. .'v. 


; A' i 


• , • ' • ^ • 

At coffee, 1 learned that your friend, JJez Chaplin, 
is entertaining one of the visiting Federated ladies 
and has a3ked to bring her down here on Monday • I thought 
the convention was scheduled to last but three days 
but from Monday until Thursday, going backwards, seems to be more 
than three days, Celeste says silly Mez asked 

especially that her guest be permitted to meet me and so Celeste 

suggested an aftefnoon tour, after which I might 

join the ladies at supper across the fence . I approved 

the afternoon tour but declined the invitation to break 

bread with the biddies, It is o no importance 

but I shall mention it anyway that as up to this present 

writing, I have neever sein or heard from tlez which 

she passed this way at Christmas time, Off hand, it would 

seem to me it would have done her no harm to 

have given me a buzz, following her luncheon in Lyme, 

An announcement came in today '3 mail for Carmen % n town, 
stemming from Wichita, ^a»saa, and announcing the death 
of Eve Wood's mother who had been ailing for several 
years, ' I suppose I shall be receiving one on the 
morrow when thi mails wi 11 bring a double dip, Carmen 
also reported hearing from Edith orter who 3 aid two 
gentlemen of colot attended St, Mark’s Ppiscoapal Church 
in^hreveport on Sunday ~mdrning, — St, Mark's being the Swankiest 
in town, and, instead of sitting in the back pew, sat about 
half way along and threw all the congregation into a tizzy, 

Otleer piscopal ohurchs were horrified by the 

presence in thi congregation, too, by the presence of a colored 

person, I had all 1 c- uld d to keep from 

laughing out loud as as Carmenpictured the pet 

of her demonation *3 invaders and I was glad x got the 

message by 'phone and not by TV, I 
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Memorandum• 

Lovely is the weather but still a little on 
the cool side. 

All day the ducklings played in the sun and tonight 
v are spending their first night out 0 door 3 but not 

too far out, what with the plentiful number of 
the possum and armadjlo, or however 
that it spelled, — in aud about, it seemed unwise to 
leave the little opes on the brick pavement of the front g, 
in their sleeping box of cardboard and so I elevated 
the box to the top of a tall anmoir on the gallery 
and there they will get their first sample 
of nocturnal bliss in the semi-open, 

About 9 0 clock, there was a mild flurry, starting on 
the doorstep of my boudoir which made me laugh, 

I suppose a dog or some such was nosing around 
to see what was on the small table just outside 
the bedroom door. Whatever $he agent, he pushed off 
a big glass jar that popped like a bomb 

on the doorstep, mis spt the little ones in their box, h 
above, to making a great scuffling against 
the walls of their, box which, like a dab of chain re¬ 
action, set off Low Paul and Louella P, in their 
pen across the lawn to honking at 
a great rat rate, taken up by the guineas somewhere 
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in the bushes and trumpeted to the world by Dot 
o» his high perch in the great pecane whereupon the 
whole neighborhood was alerted and in two minutes 
the arfist was buzzing my 'phone to ask if 
something might be wrong. Well, it certainly was, 
and who knew better than the feathered hosts, 

. v.. 0 ■ ■ ‘ . f ■ - : , * . v 

After Quieting down the noise makers, I 
t glanced in^the direction of the big house where 
I noticed a light burying on the tapper floor. 

It shone from Miss Cammie 's bathroom on to 
' the back gallery, leading me to believe that 

307B body had forgotten to turn off a switch rather than 
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Well, that bottom line got rather involved and 
30 I shall repeat myself bsaying that thus far, 
and according to an afternoon report, we might not 
expect Shreveport after all for this week end, and 
while I left the light on regardless, I am holding 
the thought there may be nobody for it to serve • 

A letter from Pat B a ldridge speaks of coming up this 
way next n Satu day? the lAth" or some such, I 
responded saying that she could see the a rtist at that time 
alright but that if she wanted to see her murals, she 
would do better to come on Sunday, the 15th since Saturday 
a week hence has a pr-etty good chance to be over run 
with family, She plans an article on the artist but 
f told her I th-ought she could probably turn out 
a better piece, based on the material she has than 
would be likely if 3he leaned on an interview with 
the a rtist, Too often 1 have seen people try to 
get an interview and end up by merely getting con- 
• /used Usually the artist suspects an interviewer to 
t be somehow connected with some office having to do with 

Old Age Pensions and projects a blankness to 

_ .. - — J. 1 . L « * mm _ 




all queries that simply baffles the would-be 
interviewer, Whenever shexas is asked if she has had aiy 
»■> shows, she shake* her head negatively for two reasons, — 
she hasn t the slightest idea of what a show might mean and 
secondly, she hasn t the vaguest notion as to 
where people have engineered shows, such as 
at the Delgado, for her Having no concept of 
• what publicity might be and always panicked by a newspaper 

review and resentful of reproductions in magazines, 
the road of the interviewer is stoney, so far as any 
obtainable information is concerned but because 
others look out for her success, she somehow gets into 
print to reap the benefits without ever realizing just 
how such tricks are turned • 


isi'i tu »stto si 

tTT iJV? " Vt! ‘Ttf ' 
•Usi * ;r . 

V ' -' ■ 

A - oil i'lou 


Vi B o 


jlitii:3-iat> dr} 


1 

have 


1 9 ot my copy of Look magazine on Saturdays and so 
n t seen this week's isue but Carmen called me 
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today to say there is an article on humming birds p 
carrying illustrations, I believe, that is very 
interesting • 

I planted four or five hundred feet of gourds today 
on the strength of the Weather &ureas's prediction for 

tn n j .« . v 


warmer and possibly damper weather over the week end and 
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Memorandum: 

Saturday cloudy, Saturday night ai inch and a half 
rain, Sunday sunny but continued cool • 

* 

I was slept out a little before 5 this morning and 
so was up and abroad to view the pools of water in 
the hana garden, ploughed oil Saturday by Fugabou, 

, / • 

The geese, the ducks, the duellings, the guineas, the 
pheasants and the peacocks all seemed as loath to remain in bed 
as I and as eager for their breakfast as I was 
indifferent to my usual Sunday morning fast, 

I started to do some work on this keybaord before 
8 but hadn t gone far before a knock at the door 
put an end to my brave undertaking, It was two 
gentlemen, intorducing themselves as W. W, Wells, 
the State Park Commissioner, and Henry Clay Watson who had 
worked on the Fort fessu thing, 

c* , * 

Mr, Wells has been here before, Mr, Watson had not 
been and so I gave them a tour, after which we indulged 
in a dab of port before they headed south for BatonRouge 
and New Orleans, 

i v v . 

Mr, Wells says he would never have supposed, in all 
the years he has been with *the Park Department, that an 
Administration could be so bad as the present one • He 
wants to return when the hana garden gets going, 

Mr, Watson had much to say, especially his relationship to 
the Nenry Clay family and so on. Talented but tiresome 
are the words for him As he has an apartment*at 511 St,Ann, 

I asked him if he had seenCarolyn lately. He saiM she is very 
busy, doing many films and that he and she are making 
pins to do a Mississippi River film, bgsed on Civil »or 
operations along that stream, kith the>Centennial guns already 
limbering up in Charleston harbor, they would do well 
to get busy, * should think, 

Mr, Watson sayeth further that he had seen Carolyn last 
evening, lUere was a gathering of notables at 
the Mansfield museum yesterday i frernoon and 
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Monday, A pril 10th, 1961, 
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Carolyn had been expected at the meeting but she had 
arrived late, after the festivities we're all over, Where 
n a ve I heard that before, 

At Ghana, Mr, Watson noticed a Hunter creation which 
delighted him, He said he'- hoped it was for sale, as he 
would so much like to acquire it, Remembering the ridiculous 
letter he had onee written long before he ever knew me, I though 
the opportunity an excellent one to make him a present 
°{ Picture'Which x did, H e insisted on knowing the price an 
> when that wasn t forthcoming, tried to stuff some money in my po 
with with even more vehemence, I refused, H e was obviously 
delighted to get the picture andI was equally enchanted 
to be able to give it to him, 

• . 

T assume their visit to me was not inspired although 
it is interesting that, without saying so, they must have 
been at Hodges Gardens recently, Mr, Watson told me 
I ought to meet Mr. Hodges and his new wife and I 
allowed*, as I was sured that that would be a 
pleasure, Something was said about some new bird houses 
for martins on the Hodges home island which the martins 
were thus far boycotting, and the matter of this spring's 
martins pretty well narrowed down the time of their visit 
in that quarter, As Mr, Wells is already acqud nted with 
the place, he probably passed this way because he liked it, and 
as r, Watson had never been here before, he probably simply 
wanted to drop in for an initial look, 

. +, La f, t 1 listened to Invitation to Learning 

Hemingway opus, Farewell to Arms, a book I never read 
but saw in the movie version a few times 1 suppose 
Hemingway must be one of our contempoary writers but somehow 
I was never in a mood for Hemingway whenever one of his books ca\ 
hand, A week ago, 1 heard the same program do 
Pepy s Diary and I enjoyed that because, like 
everybody else, I like the "iary andfound Mr, Pepy's 
§ sympathetic personality which, although shadowy, is better 
known to me than Hemingway, 

y. 1 kjP® . * tl *e vegetable garden this week, go to 

Briarwood withDlythe on Tuesay and Mean knows what all,,,,,. 


Memorandum : 

A pretty day but still a little on the 
cool side• 

There remained enough water in a section of the 
Ghana garden to enable one to ell how drainage would 
function if a ditch were cut, leading to the river and, 
what with an ample supply of strong b a cks and spades available, 

bein 9 to ° lBet S° r ploughing, a dew drainage arrangement 
was ejjecoed <. •’ 

a jlnAi - : 

A while I was busy with such business this morning, Blythe 
must have tried unsuccessfully to reach me by ’phone, and 
being unsuccessfully, she attempted the store, leaning a 
message to say she would be picking me up 
tomorrow morning at 10 to whisk me away 1 
to Briarwood, ~~ «■ 

. t s> 

Apparently Blythe doesn’t read the newspapers 
out of <lew Orleans, for yesterday's Times Picayune ran 
„n article in wfiich it was stated that Caroline 
Dormon would be one of.the speakers at the dedication 
of some park or'other somewhere in South Louisiana 
on Tuesday of this week, How it is quite 

that Caroline will not be among those present 
but that is only a guess. Be that a s it may, 

I am not mentioning the fact to Blytlie and 
shall go sailing up the road oblivious of the 
possibility that we may find no one at home at 
Briarwood .. If Caroline is indeed at Uvme, that will 
be just fine. If she isn't, we shdll be able 
to picnic without our hostess and thus get b a ck 
to home base a little earlier, Either alternative will 
uit me just perfectly, I shall 
take along some pretty gourds for the Briarwood birds to 
nest in, for Carrie is always running out of gourds 
08 she has no success, she says, in trying to raise them, 
and i shall take along some wine which Carrie declares she never 

<■ 

^ ■ • ■ ’ - * =y-. . , . 
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touches, except now and then, indie ting, as facts seem to 
8Ugge t, thett once she has had the slightest sip, 
she is likely to buss along at such a great rate 
that she prob a bly honestly doesn't realise what 
a profound the stuff has on her and her tongue. 

1 In mid-morning, May B a lthasar appeared at 
my door, bringing me another present. Ihis time 
it was a mother bantam or bantum, —I Jorget 
the spelling, and two b a by chicks. This is one 
of the very few all black "banties" I have ever 
seen for they seem quite rare in that solid 
color in these parts. Oddly enough. May seemed u 
ghite honestly worried bedause the b a by "bantie” chicks 
the mama had hatched out are white % She pussled 
over the matter alid came back to it again and again, all 
of which sounded so strange' from this representative 
of one of the older mulatto families of the Cane 
River 'country. ' t 

Celeste is entertaining tonight for 
Ines Chaplin, a guest of hers from Tampa,, whose name 
nobody mentioned, and Vera Brown and I, think 
the foursome will be perfect. They were 
scheduled to a rrive at 4 and got here at 4:30 and 
I gave the four ladies a tour when they all 
seemed to agree was darling.' There appears to 
be quite illumination across the fence tonight and 
from that I conclude the ladies remained a/ter supper 
for cards or some such. Whether intentionally or not, 
but 1 think intentionally, Mez reminded one of Michael Strange's 

StfUPVi Ri.PWKSt $Ht'h a h$P* 

and a jacket of cherry red, making one more 
conscious of her get-up than her personality and that 
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Tuesday, April 11th, 1961. 


morning, rainy this afternoon, a 
skipping a round the northern part of the 
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Memorandum : 

Sunny this 
tornado or two 

Parish tonight , 

■Blythe and Joan arrived this morning at 
10 and we took off promptly for Briarwood. The 
freshness of the greenery along the way and the frequent 
explosions of wild roses, gransie-gray-beardds and flowering 
trees, vines and shrubs along the way trade 
the,journey a delight all the way. 

i 1: • M ’• J 

Arriving at briarwood, we found 
Carrie absent, of course. Nora, her ancient 
servant who l\ves in the old Bormon house 
off in the woods, came to give us the news. 

ora is a person who has never been anywhere 
and is much a part of the woods‘as Carrie hereself. 

I never saw her but once and that was years 
ago and accordingly, I was quite 

taken a-back when she inquired if I wasn't precisely 
who 1 am. . 

She remained only a few minutes but 
I returned her courtesy of remembering me, — 
or thought 1 was returning it, when I told 
her 1 remembered how her son, Edward, came with Miss 
Caroline to Melrose years ago, and 
asked how he jwas making it. She looked a little 
puzzled and said she didn't have any boy named Edward 
and that it was perhaps her own brother, James, who had 
visited, Melrose with Mi aa Carrie. I hedged and said 
that perhaps it was although it seemed so odd 
thut all these years 1 had thought of her as being the mother 
of Edward. She shook her head and said she 
never had any boy byt that name, although 
she did have a son who used to go to help Miss Carrie 
sojnetimes but his name is Ed and he is now living 
in Dallas. I must relate this 
episode to James who ought to like it, x think. 
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Wednesday, April 12th, 1961, 
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And so Nora departed and Blythe prepared a marvelous 
spread, the high point of the fooK for me being 
a splendidly seasoned crab meat salade and 
an asperagus dishx with a cheeese-cream sauce that 
. B could have gone on eating for ever, 

:•.«© y , j.o On .w'- 

After the picnic on the Briarwood gallery, we strolled 
around a little, impressed by the presence of 
dogwood blossoms, still lingering on, although 
in the Cane r iver country they are all departed so far 
as this season is concerned, 

^ • »'■'■' ». 

When it began misting, we started b a ck, as the Briarwood 
. road isn’t mu h more thqn a trail and poorly drained and 
by the time we had reached the public road, it was 
pouring,, It had not mined 
in Campti and was quite dry down this 
way but around 4 o’clock it reached here and so I 
'put up the ducklings and the baby b a ntams for 
the night and called it a day, . 

I am as fatigued tonight as though I had been digging 
ditch for a week without ever pausing and I can 
only marvel that 30 many people we know have 
the ^stamina t to keep right on pulling up and down 
the road, day in and day out, going no where in 
Particular but a imply going, Possibly those people 
d n’t do a day’s work before 10 a,m, and another after 4 whicl 
may a ccount for their strength to keep the 
a uto whefils spinning all the, time, 

■ ■. , r. »'• V. 2 . 1 5 fcy •£<'"• 9*. ■ >'•' 

Just os I reached Yucca, my 'phone was ringing. It 
was Bob Segeleau from the^entley Hotel in Alexandria, 

He wants^ to come tomorrow afternoon with his wife and al¬ 
though 1 have a fairly tight program for tomorrow, 

I shall be able to work him in alright, 

... V ■ > ! . C li 

My flight intq the big road ruled out all hope 
of exploring today s post which, 

i am enchanted to observe, contains a letter from Lyme 
which awaits the morrow, tucked a way in the armoir 
and I'm impi tient for a new day ,•••••• 


$ '( 


Memorandum: 
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Clear and surprisingly "air-ish"-, both as to breeze 
and to chilliness, 

j! J & . .i' j,'. c_ ij‘ t x 1 w 

t It was so wonderful to~have such a splendid report from 
Lyme and I rejoice with you that the ■. sagging >. fences have been so 
well repaired and I join with you in holding the thought they may 
retain their new status for eons, 

• 'o'- • \ : . it-...*. t ‘ ■■ 

It is such a pity that the neighbors should again be under¬ 
going the rigors of an unemployment problem, Naturally 
I am sorry for both members of that family but more of the distafff 
side which or who seems to have had so many heavy loads to bear over 
the years. It goes without saying I shall always 
be indebted for news as to how things fare in that menage and 
that i shall beholding the.thought a lucky break may ensue shortly 
so that the retirement plans may be realized, 

V. V- t * s'. •. • ..••• .1 Pi ! •>< oV.: . iir 30 i<‘ ■> 

It ioas so very kind of little Miss Lee to tell me about 
the 17th century show and to give me so many interesting details. Just 
the mention qf so many familiar names provided me with oceans of memorie 
I hadn't thought a bout^in years, the Phillip de Champagne 
portrait was, I.hope, the one embfacing 

tlie three views, -right side of the Card inal's face, the left 

profile aijd then the full face. His work with this particular 

subjeot was so excellent, I a m surprised at myself, even as I an in the 

qase of Hyacinthe Rigaud, that I can recall so few other canvases by 

the same artists, ft seems so odd, in fact, that at the moment, the onl 

Rigaud portrait 1 oan reoall is that elegant one of Vuatorze in his 

coronation robes, so depicted as to make it «. 

appear thqt the King was not standing in a pose but was really 

taking off in sedate but determined stride, I suppose 

Pou8in m a y have ben nepresented, too, although the Metropolitan 

owns several of the latter in their permanent collection. If you 

should chance to get another opportunity to view the show and if 

you should chance to discover a 17th century painting of the 
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Court on a swimming frolic, I hope you will secure a reproduction of it 

if one should be readily available • I find it among the more 

hilarious p.andscape T portrait creations of the 17th century, 

depicting the Court ladies and gentlemen,in something 

looking surprisingly like long, fulsome nighgowns in 

various depths of the water, —I believe it was the Seine, and 

the gentlemen, withal, still attired in their tremendous 

perrukes, forming aa ridiculous a bathing costume as I ever hope 

to witness . I c n n t remember where the original hangs, possibly at 

Versailles, and done in the Poussin manner if not by the 

great artist himself • Parenthetically, don't you find 

it interesting .that in the 30 th century, so many of the leaders 

in artistic fields rank Poussin and Cezanne among the giants of the Imp 

7 0 + O /i i'. M A 7 /« 7 + 1* _> l. . « • . ■ 


ist SpcUool, although separated by a couple of hundred years 9 the 


one pro&z the other\ 
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My day has been quite busy • This morning a couple 
\hreveport teachers with a bout 30 14 or 16 year old pupils, invaded 

Phe place unannounced and without asking and were whooping it up like 

wild Indians and running helter-skelter all over the place when 
I clamped down on them and got them going on their way toward a 
frolic in MewQrleans but not before the boxer, wroght up by 
the excitement of the harum-scarums, joined in the doings and 

broke the back of one of the prize guineas. t 

- t 

There were too many visitors this afternoon, including Bob and wif 
I never see Bob looking the way he did the time before and today 
he appeared older and blonder and t balder than ever before • I found 
his wife much to my liking, civilizedfossessed of a brain 
ahd pregnant • Bob and I did not embrace as 
formerly, and I can't say why • Perhaps hewas vaguely 
uncertain and perhaps I was somewhat indifferent • Everything 
went off so niqely and, naturally, no reference was made to 
Patty or Margaret before the new wife • -They were followed by three dow 

ov&, of whom is a friend of Mary Amy of Upper Montclair and at 
Z P e ?P le f°. r the first minute since 
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Thursday, April 15th, 1961 . 
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J 

Memorandums 

A lovely Spring day but the air still a little 
too coolto make vegetation jump although it does 
keep on growing but with no deliberate speed . 

• 

?n . 1 talked with I. S. Willard tfiisafternoon, just b a ck from 

Rnun* V8 JJ* a couple °f week8 in Mew Orleans and Baton 
Rouge, She says she thinks James and Kay are 

t0 9et Up tUi8 ll f Da y early this coming week . It 
ITi IS.Il*? a +f l VeT l iU rauklin > ^ere ever that may be but 
o V f fufirfr Y * 7 ° ii! f 3 aomewliere 80Ut of here a couple 

hVJnli r 1 les ?r iaps# Kay had bought Of transacting 

will Y V*V e r mth ier iaw y er aud then swinging up this^way thi, 
week end but James vetoed that plan on two grounds, V 

insisting they return to BatonRouge before heading this 
way, fmst, because Kay ought to get slices 

fnttnYl in . betwee " jaunts and, secondly, because he felt it 
would be wiser all around to a <void this bend of the 
river during the week end and he is so right • 

. _. _•** ooffee this morning, I found mine hostess 
bubbling indecision and ready for tears, had 
I inclined a sympathetic ear wich I did not, thinking 
the situation called for 3terner treatme t . 
lhe lady doctor has reported that Madam Regard is simply 
played out physically and isn't reaction noticeably to 
medeome and is likely to die in her sleep any lime . 

Celeste had planned to go to the di nual religious retreat 
the country adjacent to Pineville this coming * riday 
Saturday and *unday. One seems 

to adjust one's self to the fact that parents can't 
possibly live for ever but it is more difficult to 
adjust one s self to not making plans for 
t UC 7 vu thing as a retreat that a ll of 'one's friends would 
be likely to attendWhile at the country club, one 
may always be readily reached by the hospital 

m{ke%Angi\j; e rt r §lhi*l\K e a S*Aik er factors 

sat ling, which is ahoth 
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one thing but imponderables a re something else 
wnich makes it clear enough why tears of self ni +>, m y „h + 

•«on well up if given my encelrageZnV. f P V 
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1* H T. 8 P en . t mother day in Shreveport , brina bnrk 
a prety ehirt for me. f asked him how things were 
going and he said that it was just the same old , old 
story, around and i round and around. I 
didn t ask if we might expect to be honored this wr>*k 

ie U Z t y not°'be bUt t0 tk ‘ thought that 

m o’ 1 ' • • '.L ‘ v S’ 1 r ' • *Vj ° 1 \ . .j f, i* 4 •*, f> 

luilT^kfCanT about 

her ieti C .r° Se ie C™ ** local bu ° l ‘ Hel l reeponi to 

_ . * Texas laurel seeds that 

have h&driA to * /le *o 

i 1 a wAol « *» so t/wt moisture 

mig/jt enter to germinate the thing. 

e; ••• « ••>$: .■ u 

fti . s"l (1 !•. . 0 fro.*, a- fr CivY ■ 90 ti* »L'. e 

rcvJasr 8 *"* -«• 

sfKte!9:£»ASri*u«^j< „..../. 
front's: 

-nUUn/l ) u ‘ 


t::s i q i 


03T ah 
lie.. 


urn \j tic 
a i b). i rt 


Memorandum j 

. a. . . 

Sunny and a little warmer. 

m' 

Whenever possible, ——and there are 

hViAAjMn 8 * — 1 ^ y to 9et “'Picture of the day's e vents 
ijjf * n ra P id succession at close of day 

, ' ‘dwa rd f. Morgan, Natchitoches news, Morgan Beatty , 

Lowell Thomas and the CBS World Tonight. 9 V 

r w 1 /iad ^’ Ust *u»ed in on the radio's front page when 
Joe Henry appeared unannounced. J . a »d Celeste /tad 
gone to town to sup with Horace and &mily Hughes and 
so Joe came to chat with me. An hour and a half 
later, he remarked .that he had to get going and 
said he would let me get on with my news and that was 
that . Somehow it reminded me of 

J Ji?* 1 S* mil U v lien they got their first radio. A week 
with +h a /tn rU>ardt D ° reatha waa ai> their house, chatting 
t!AJli> 20 y i? r °} d dau 9 li *er of the family while 
the gir% s mother h a d gone to the store . The 

r ° d '° w n a ° #****9 .until a news cast was announced, 
that 6 9i , rl turned °U th * <Hal, explaining 

TAAJL mama t a A WaVa liked t0 hear the new * and accordingly 
her ^r 2 »+° if ti9 ^ cUlue °ff and a ave the broadcast for 
her parent who would be along in just a few minutes. 

y. ^ i, 3 i er r ed . to , have do »« so much flying about 
tody that I didn \ accomplish anything i?iside 

m - V 8leeoe T a on Joe ' a departure and 
started in. tut ju3t as I inserted 

a Paper in this machine, the 'phone rana. It 

was none other than 1 . S . Willard. She 

reported that today's post had brought her 

a letter from Kay, stating that theRegister calendar had 

Franklin'l? about ® nd tUat the V u)ar c leaving for 
franklin this morning on business and would 

remain there tonightfor conferences with her 

I All J.__ A 




r/Hin rd 


■ ••a vi r ‘ 
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was asked to cont a ct the Louisianne motel to make 
r servations for the week end for them, James 
explained that he knew it would be difficult for me to manage 
Saturday or Sunday with them and so they would remain 
into the week uyith, possibly a jaunt to Hodges 
on Monday, 1 suppose tomorrow's post 

will bring me a letter from Kay and James, what with 
0 o»9*tuer mail usually running about a day behind Natchitoches 
deliveries • How things will turn remains 
to be seen but you will understand readily 
enough that my next few days will be busy enough 
, , . ' ■ *1 :; 


00 ill 
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Sunday, April 16th, 1951. 
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Memorandum : 


rC 

0 ? H'UK’ 

• l|,v Vl u' 1 ' ’ 

ant ' $ t;n f 

.. tt ! 1' V.' 

aBJ H'v jiis 


•m ? 

. =Ul.V b r 

i£ 


J LX 

9t< C 


h it 


I believe the Registers follow a custom of 
never going to bed and, consequently, arising 
lute, his means I had better get 
busy tonight and knock off a column before J get 
. bogged down in midnight social doings, I think 
t I shall knock off something about 
Briarwood under some such title as 
Oy.t of This* orld* In one respect, Carrie 
is like the American Te{. and Tel in that she .sn't 
displeased to s ee her name in the paper but always goes 
into a tizzy when she runs into it, I think she doesn t take 
the Enterprise and so she may thus be spared 
any sensation at all on that score unless 

her friend, Sudie, or some such tears the piece out and sends 
it along to her where upon I shall probably be the recipient 
of a denunciation which, if it be real good, I shall 
push into service by using it for a succeeding 
column # , 4 . 




i/'•')' 1 ! 
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A'v Us >V 


ba.atii 
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I continue putting the ducklings to bed in a cardboard 
box every night but the ,"B a nty" and her two 
tiny babies have already learned to be-take 

themselves off the ground at nightfal to escape any marauders, 
I must say it s a sight to see those little old biddies, 

tifttiVitf SntPXarilnSHlqg suddenl V 
U P ampng\the, red berrfes of P a nanhnl 9 h 
h a rms way . And now T must get to work 
and may there be no end of peace at Lyme 


5 ush, well out of 


Cloudless and continued cool, 
e a . 

Willard called at 7 this morning to 
, say Kay and J<\me8 had unsuccessfully tried to reach me 
by phone Saturday night and had called her, asking her 
to let me know they were spending the night at the Holliday 
Inn in Alexandria and would arrive in Natchitoches 
this noon. And so, indeed, things 
worked out, 

• 

I got in 'touch with them at 12 o'clock today and 
suggested they come down thisaftemoon, Kay said they would 
grab a snadwich and be right along, x hey arrived about 

3. 

: av •- :>*. •• aol a a .> t -ao >■ 8li 

Kay walks on crutches and proceeds very, very 
3lowly, x hey were d^isappo mted when I told them 
v T bad an appointment at 6 but by 5 o'clock Kay was tired 
and thejy thought it better to yp back to 
theLouisianne motel and relax, 

. . • * • a 

I am mildly surprised, under such circumstances, that 
Kay looks forward so eagerly to going to Hodges 
on the morrow, 

. I found both A-ay and Barnes in gay spirits, however, 
and it was touching to see how thoughtfully 
James anticipated all her needsin her efforts to get 
about, 

• 

Kay said they had given up any idea of building 
iu Baton Hvuge, As the three of us talked, she pointed 
out that James had opposed building in the first 
place but that she t had thought it would be sonice 
to build two houses, one for *unt "illie and one for 
oh thq same plot of ground, On 

frit CaiiJor»?a^/*i^2S W srif^^3^^i8 u, mu% el t/iS etur » 


u\ 
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Baton Rouge plana but a couple of weeks after 
“untWillie 's return to The Bluff, she reported she 
just loved theCharleaton neighborhood and apparantly had 
forgotten all about the BatonRouge project • 

Kay thought it would be nice to find a pleasant 
island in the West Indies and asked me if I would join them • 
naturally I said I was ready to take off right there and 
then, £>he remarked that it is so easy to get from 
' one islandto ka another, etc,, etc*, all of which 
suggested that same impulse, possessed of by so many 
peoplev/e know, of spending one's time on oneside of the fence 
contemplating how much greener the pastufie is on the 
other 3ide, 

. < 3 . 

They mentioned one new wrinkle in the 
telephone business that seems surprising, After they 
had'contacted I, S . #ill a rd, the 

hour was growing so late, they called the operator 

to canc.el the call they had unsuccessfully put 

through to me and were told that 'phone • 

calls once placed, can no longer be cancelled, due to 

some new mechanical system having just been introduced • This 

all seems so very odd, and equally -odd that although the 

call couldn't be cancelled, once placed, I, 

on my part,never received the call • 

1 - b i 1 

At supper on Saturday night, J, H, was happy to tell 
me somebody from Little River had told him that afternoon 
that the four peacocks he presented to me last autumn were 
on Little^iver, where they supposedly spent the winter and that 
they are eating with the chickens of Mary Latkin who 
lives on the Indian Mound b a ck yonder. He promsied 
his informant five bucks if he would bring them 
up here and the man said he would • Prcmkly, I think 
the informant has been having h a lucinations but it will 
be interesting to see how that tale winds up « 

l)Vl i I BU* ^ • 14^ j ‘ ll ’* •> LtH i 

Phil Johnson, papa of Alton, has taken his family 
to Shreveport to live • As both Phil and Alton 
are in the genius class, nobody can tell if they will linger 
in the c^ty or return .to theCane Piver country but 
I imagine they may be back, 

latert a ^ am He 9 ard continues sagging but more on that point 
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Monday, April 17th, 1961 
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Tuesda 


April l£th, 1961, 


There were several guests at cards in the 
great living room a.id we were presented to them 
and then the fiveof us moved on to another and quite 
delightful living room, Mrs, Hodges invited us to dine 
w»th them at 3:30, —what an ante 

bellum hour . but I declined on behalf of n 11 of us and 

thereupon coffee was served and we h a d half an hour cf aha 

I made a gesture to go but the chtting went on 

for a little, ^omehow conversation got around 

to Oklahoma a nd everyone exchanged notes on that State 

and I ppined that,1 must go there one day to meet 

one of my f a voirteBible slappers, Later, James told 

me Mrs. Hodges jaw dropped at that expression but as 

I continued and Hr, Hodges was giggling > his wife's 

Ja w finally closed and she began laughina, too • I then 

Wads d more determined effort to go and Mrs. Hodges showed 

the Registers the house while Mr, Hodges and I 

remained on the sofa where I outlined the present 

loo<}l §etup and suggested he hold the foundation proporsal 

to J, a, in abeyance , He n ggreed the uncertainties in both the 

health department andin Shreveport seemed to make this seem wise 




■ihe Hodges accompanied us on the long walk above ground 
to the ferry where we said Goodbye to Mrs. Hodges and 
fir. Hodges accompanied us back acrossthe lake 
to our car and it was all veil cordial and pleasant, We 
visited the conservatories a mile or so away and 
then headed back for Natchitoches where we dined, 

Hay s food has to be especially prepared and so it was dark 
before we got back home • I checked over my grandchildren 
to see if they were properly bedded down and discovered 
two were missing, leading me to conclude that 
Blythe must have passed this way during „the after¬ 
noon and picked up the pair I had given her, 

•" j 0 ■ 1 i - 

■rs. Walker called to say that Kent Courtney, the ardent Jo 
Burk representative in Hew Orleans, had just called 
Ba r ru &oldwater a socialist and, at the same time, 
she had just ^learned Barry Goldwater is to 
be this year s Chamer of Commerce guest 
speaker in Hatchitoches, If the Senator 
ki$r%\^*Wffl§)i s %MkK}M}£$a} e nle a couple of 

it with threatened 




a'.rmm • 



Memorandum j 

A lovely summer's day with the thermometer 
in the 80’s, 

I have so thoroughly enjoyed communing with Lyme 
and am indebted no end for all particulars 
presented 

I had never heard of any of the topics touched upon/ 
and am indebted for all • I am trying to enpision 
the new dining place in LentralPark and it 
set me to recalling the out of door facilities at 
the Zoo which A remember so pleasantly and the 
new or comparatively new dining place ip 
the'Pompeian rpom at the Metropolitan an d 1 must 
ask if you have ever had a go at that place. The only 
restaurant in the Metropolitan 1 can remember is the one on the 
* basement level at the north end of that building and I was 
\aLw a ys delighted with it because I could 
[enjoy my food the more, hard of the heel3 
of hours spent among the treasures and the treasures 
seemed the more deeply etched on my mind if 1 could 
follow them up with some nice warni or cold food as the 
season called for . 

/Mil ^ - '•> i I A l • 

*nd thanks for mentioning the Everton appointment 
about which I had heard nothing, Js.i't it 
a pity nobody in Burma ever gets around to write • 

I'm so glad you saw the Gettysburg broadcast which 
sounds 30 wonderful and thanks no end for giving me theTribune's 
account of the doings . 

»t '\ ■' i t 0 Ov . wa y) s, • 1 tJ 

4s for the Kennedy doings, —husband and wife,- 
I find myself delighted with so many points I hear 
from that quarter and I'm sure 1 hear comparatively 
little through the radio medium • 

* . » 

You finally did hear from flea which is a pleasant 
surprise You will find Ora so much in a different 
1 category, you will like her the more for the contrast . 

, . . » . ' '' * 
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Wednesday, April 19th, 1961 


Memorandum j 

on the part of those who invade my circle 

A lovely summer 's day. 

I suppose it is all my fault because I 
so seALdoJi uvppteirtiiei dkotm Jfefcnefc^oa Tatiaa\llle<i.mtiee, ghted, 
p<veTy±bdtytIPdnnliicRe l ueira , osieriId«lpiir!'* remember, feel 
t he i mpulse to manifest delight, —not to their own 
cBkpeiirtlMial^thitoJb&poeiMiidseiteittiy ejbieve person or persons I may be 
uHahMdy lax titae nsctwpaLhiwe Jwlila>nretmqjii.bmTe3 ttd»1p$/kawousind the 
p&rp oasuiymxng. to. tfhe table doesn't identify himself or herself, 
and then I must ask the name and then make presentations 
to mfvrtippMm&irto wUoiwk-eofliMpgL ogrud&yitdgetpodriiiMepwis the food is 
getting colder and colder and the inane chit-chat goes 
’bByattte onutf)# hryidoguy tfutt tvndlgSdb tOuoaJKLdoktprrupted in my course again 
a$lfo1iigafl])(ai&dt4xadprtt>lf»ubve&0emi0iejbuptee)(P).e unknown to me 
wtt&rehempadtlte> ixebritittinQ JtdMeisg)m&ta>d(y whom 
IAipi'ofiuibidJ iltigl Jfilkpty tbekfraboltfidwld pi&cieo»rl(fv" the mean time, 
my three companions were h a uing to wait for me and ^ thought 
the wlvbl# i&&&1xett9ari'ixl:o3$\i(§!£Ty.teo'nfflfins‘i(ih\<tuILogx\ze»8al reckon it is 
-P tyPt ttyep&fmfr&Xliddiidte&ed ooxp fhe^iparjt <e Jflv&ti&se who indulge in 
lttJ^fttr&9tfelitkiobrc&p3)ftiibultti#impd4/8beoea{te -b recognize 
-Ut9iefandnvet3 kiipitgUbdexyutoeflb frdteeod^bddxy akimedguttoeit, is 
Mbcetrtl&i jtow&stoldd'tirtawuplytju&g- pwrlty?$e barge in on 
it merely to 3ta&ger around in small talk a nd meet 
a jo-tVwftlpeotp&$ai d d ftfnpgni, sbuddytteUeg' aesemsigaa&h. jis sualy once 
ritok'expaa&tiJontliabu&dp&pIxadecikivtyitLMencb' IgcnetotgnxsetxiThkedi to 
toee'tnrne^e^reeveifhfvsfddend' tHxeittimckmhsJkoofiistiperi-^eird daughter 
ttipdrad&iS)tg'e&&a1bko(B9 psotf&siptifc imps in the game and perhaps it 
&8iyi im rMadddyj 0 tteerejkyt itenih'iaiepnslsde <4 i&cfrpgts dbrbo 
40 lutfciidlx w&,yewtf rbiefrlttw Uryoby everyone else considered 
courteous and friendly but x must say I, for one, think 
the idx&JUtr 6 si tfidrg.di uirpuixdmnt to tahnk you for 
pu3ding along the news about the master of Andalusia about 
which f djbnc'&uikawip JblJwdl)ifUnilxlq/tlgntgfiutIoffx(tL]! lpdavettouting 
ikpptp eld ho titils ti ldiwMtibaepiio hob ldba\f1t8kiul&Sl,U8)t<aertj9h iupftn, as 
yoige^uiFiaidllj^opeadretbbutiiyt wbhidxi tn&e tbosleeelrloualy, 1 suggested 
toe gutting uthom pnu&heriithtJne tmi^ls db» WiMaontetlkeTCise 
ux»dk earnr&»eby,g#*ie<eld.tiitfkiAi ^inttidpuxf ,tdadavbderead 
t^u&n&tx&be otfodiulihiQ; imihdbiikg>jie {J iatileexlatixe party 
btdxteevp and for this x am thankful since — t 
it lingered on far to late for t one who 

gets top dhpy ekxriybdeu gxtfmidlig/ duvgrfaxfi&Uthiedtlberfolvnpeie 's 
companions awaken to stu y about their first cup of coffee of the da\ 

all m gOT in “P°l°9‘*e for 


Celeste and one of her sisters remained at the 
hospital last night • Tlxey came down here around 
noon today, reporting that their mother had awakened this 
morning and had sat up and eaten a good breakfast . 

You can, therefore, readily* imagine my surprise this 
noon when James called me from town, just before he and 
Kay were a bout to take off for Briarwood, 
saying they had just dropped by the 0 olonial 
Flower shop, operated by a cousin of the Renrys, to 
select some flowers for Ifxdam Regard. %hey thought the 
shop might have some record of flowers recently sent and so 
they explain for whom they were intended so that 
the shop might guide them in making their selection • 

Imagine their surprise when they were told that Mrs. 

Regard had died and been sent to MansurK for burial. Naturally 
n they called me immediately to express condolences and 
they, in turn, were astonished when I told them 
I felt the report, even as in the Mark Itoain 
case "wasgreatly exaggerated "• Surely 

Madam Regard is likely to die at any moment but it does 
seem odd that a flower shop, therebye doing 
itself out of a sale, would pass along such a rumor when 
it.was pre-mature, to say the least , 


It's nice hearing from 
*obina and Caroline, both of whom seem 
to be up and doing Later tonight 
-f suppose the Register will call to give a report 
on how they found things at Briarwood as of even date • 
Perhaps I shall dine with them in town tomorrow night 
although I shall recommend, if I do accept their invita 
that we not await the return of I. S. Dillard for the 

I do 

my J eexin 9 is that she may make it anytime as between 
Wednesday dusk and Thursday's dawn ••••• 


all the bee fin _ _ _ 

to fold up their beards regardless a 
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than I prefer* l was up and doing by 4:30 this morning 
and pretty much on the jump, concentrating on the 
(rhana parterres, getting them harrowed and the 

ground smoothed and the stapes placed with twine. strung about to 

determine the pattern the tirangles will 

take this yearI even got some planting done .outside 

the confines of' the parterres. ' 

rv "..fe w wi., • '.-yt.z- - 

■the Registers invited me to h a ve breakfast with them 
which, of course, 1 declined. Z discovered yesterday 
that 1 ha>d been mistaken > bout their hour of rising for 
I hadsuppo3ed it to be 10 o.'clock but it turns out they don't be¬ 
stir themselves until 1 0:30 or 11, thus bringing their 
breakfast about the time ^ would be having my dinner • 

. 1.1 

But since I had declined breakfast, it seemed only 
fair to ap.cept their invitation to dinner which 1 did, 1 hey spent 
the afternoon with I, S. Willard, mostly calling on folks 
around town, I believe • I ran in to town at 6:30 and we chatted a 
at the motel before going on to pick up I, &. 

Willard who had prepared a complete dinneri 

for Kay, stirred up in conformity^ to 

Kay s diet and th,us we presented a somewhat unusual 

picture when we ehted the T own Hoyse to dine, Kay busy with her 

crutches and e a ch of the three compaions bearing food. -As 

our dinner was being served by the restaurant, t 

we were busy serving Kay hers and it all turned out 

smoothly enough • ^ onversation was 

pleasant and when we got ready to depart, we 

Packed up Kay’s things and carried them back to the car with us, 
and the same thing happened phatinvariably does when 1 dine 
in town, —people from various tables either coming over to 
greet me while dining or arising to do the same thing 
a* I pass their tables on the way out. I must 
confess these interruptions seem mighty irksome to. me even 
though the gesture is always made with the wndest intentions 


1 i tti 






ttf'M 
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Thursday, April 20th, 1961 


Memorandum: 

<»!**• ii*’ Ofc j' i 

A lovely summer's day. 

7-: -’.'ii am .• m . •.$'<. j & s 

divided my morning and afternoon between 
Arenbourg and Ghana and only regretted they weren't 
closer so that both could hav n h c.d tne time and 
energy invested in flying b a ck and forth from one to 


he tiny mimosas, are no longer so tiny for 
their trunks at their bases must measure a foot or more 
in diameter and two or three of the grand„flor a s must 
be about 25 feet, in height. Ihe black locust trees 
and oaks, fiottonwoods and mulberry trees h,.ve to be thinned 
out every^once in a while and I made the most of having a bu 
er to hand to eradicate a lot of growth that would 
impinge on the growth of things 
we want to cultivate. One .is bound to live 
ou a place to keep it as one would want to but 
preserving themajor growth and.not regretting 
the loss of smallerthings that can be readily re-placed 
is the only way to handle such matters a nd so I handle same • 


Between 4;30 and 20 this morning 'A was pretty 
much on the jump out of doors and so was glad 
to join my medical associate of Thursdays at 10 
to attend to a few things, inoluding the enclosed 
letter from Bob which, when t dashed out to dinner, 

I left on the little b n njo table in front 

o the sofa in the living room, the folded 

letter under an ask tray There were 

four pecane experts for dinner and as they were 

n nxious t,o get going on examinations of 

trees on various plantations around and about, comprising 

the estate, we did not linger at the board. I 

was surprised, on quitting the big house, heading toward 

Yucca, to meet the Rocket who remarked r had heard 
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Friday, April 21st, 2 962. 
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‘ - V’ 

fjQtiV ! 

‘ ' 't o .. ■ 

i a ' J-U! 


a forestry meeting in Alexandria and explained she wold 
be late which didn't sound too new, Blythe had 
brought, me some food on Monday and I gave the Socket 
something from the ice box which constituted her 
lunch, Mr, Hodges h .din uired of her if 
hhe thought there was any chance of ye olde 
plantation being jockeyed into a Foundation and she 
h a d responded negatively, °/*e said s/ie 
is desperately in need of getting a picture t>o do, 

I got the impression she w as 

looking fine. She mentioned her thanks for my recent lette 
or two and my birthday greeting, x haij impelled me to ask 
if 0i a ^ae was mad at me since 1 hadn t heard from her 
in several months, ^he Said poor Oi a ~Mae 
is so busy and that I could understand readily enough, 

•' 1 r. • ft'tv. :• :• 11 • 

I had coffee with my neighbor at 9 this morning, 

She is so busy attending to "things one simply cannot 
neglect, chatting with people" and so on and she 
asked me to answer a letter for her from Barbara, — 

Mrs, S, g, Henry, junior, regarding a BatonRouge 
lady, head of the Junior League who wants to journey to 
the Cane M iver country to purchase Hunter 
primatives and write I did. 


an j jy 


MU? fts 


3 

t i>o*r 


Tonight about 9, Sister called 
from Shreveport, °he obviously had been 
drinking, °he said 3he had been unable to get 
J. B, I asked her if she had tried the house but 
she explained "I never oall that place" which, of course, 
is a lie, *he wanted to tell me how much she loved me an c 
thai( her daughter has so many parties during the pre¬ 
graduation period she simply has to stay in 
Shreveport during the week ends and I thought that 
was nice, 

I suppose the Registers returned to B a tonRouge 
today had a Cjll from the capitol 
this afternoon rathe .late and 1 thought when it 
came through, it might be from them announcing their 

safe arriual at home ase but it turned out to be nothing 
but sovie lawyer interested in State claims to oil 
l a nds m the ulf and asking my opinion on some 
point in international law, A nd tonight 
J am goii)g to fold up earlier tosee 

if T nn 11 +. rl A h m +. -f m ~ — 4. M V « 1 . JL 




Memorandum*. 

A lovely day in the 80's, 

■■ a i. , -\.i - U' ' 1 • A ...... 

f{/ some miracle which I do nqt understand, 
there were only tow or three interruptions today and none 
of the * of prolonged.extent, giving me comparatively free rein 
in attacking the planting of the vegetable garden I had some 
help and all x had to do was to keep my plans for the 
five parterres and the circle clear in my mind and stick with t 
helpers who, after,a year's training in such natters, 
have the vaguest notion as to what all the 
"wheels and reels" are about, 

I planted the tall things, of course, at the 
outer edges of the parterres, — okra, corn, sunflowers and so o. 
then began doings the triangles with smaller stuff, —le ttuce f 
borders next to the gian's beard, then beets, carrots, bU3h bea\ 
and so on, drawing each successive triangle closer and 
closer toward the center . There are thousands of feet thus 
planted and the dnly real job is keeping the rows measured 
and keeping an eye on every move of the helpers. As the points 
of the triangles approachw the center circle, the 
pqints have to be cut off and the 
helpers go gayly along skipping all he 
cut off sections and not planting in the 
connecting lines, .and thenIf when reminded 
of these connectiqns being necessary, running 
the connecting planting in hopeless confusion 
so that the outer border of lettuce suddenly takes a 
crisscross dirqction toward the inner 

blunted point of the carrots or the beets running from carrots • 
lettuce so that the final result would be a shambles, 
were the helpers left to their own devices and 
the proper oonnectiqns n^ade, . 

* a : l 

But we got that done and the yellow bantam 
corn into the ground and hunks of verbeana 
transplanted to contrast with other 
old fashionedjllawers that will eventually 
appear, sweet b 0 zil transplan ed and so on 
and so forth. 
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Sunday, April 27>rd , 1961 


Memorandum. 


he lovely summer weather continues, —in the daytime 
m the mid 80’s, at night in the upper 60's, giving 
seeds just the right kind of temperature to germinate, 

It was 6:30 when t I sat down to breakfast on 
Saturday and Joe Henry joined me. He had seen 
or heard tell of a house in town he wanted me to look at 
with,' him and uanita A, who was expected, around noon, 

I declined the afternoon appointment, knowing full well 

that looking at the house would meai a whole afternoon 

at looking at it. and other houses and seeing too 

n a ny people, I said I should be delighted to go forthwith , 

however, but he said he couldn t but he could and 

we did, We had no key tp.the house but itwas 

the gournds I liked and approved that feature• 

. _ ■ is - 

ieside the house was growing a bottle bush which 
enchanted me. If you know the plant you will 
remember it as somewhat resembling a big tomato plant 
having red flowers on the somewhat spiney leaf stems,* 
and 1 ' eoallin 9 *0 nind, so far as I was concerned, the cppearance 
of Ghana, and making me wonder why I had never thought 
of planting any in that area where the a rchiteciure 
of' the building and the architecture of the plant would be iust 
perfect,,. r ^ 

r.q oJ •••: v .L r. :•< \ •. '• 

As we left town, Joe jsked if there was anything 
I wanted to attend to and I said there was, —that 
I should like to stop at the hospital and 
pay my regards to la Regard, *e stopped and met 
R. B . illiams, just coming out, after having called 
on his chijd about whom Ora had told me last week 
as having been ill, l‘he child is getting, along pretty 
well, R, B. said, . ” 

•v «t,. 51 o* baei't ,*r a a-' t.coc: 

went in and met Celeste 1 3.sister, Celine 
Mo is so.much like her mama. She said her mother would 
be so glad to see us, When we entered the room. 


The breeSe maintained a 20 mile briskness all day and 
although I laid out all the triangles for the 
coxcomb, I did not plant it because, as you may 
recall ooxcomb seeds are finer than the finest grains of sugar 
almost powered sugar, and unless they 
are mixed with flour or some such on a breezey day, 
they simply cannot be made to stay put between the time 
they touch the good earth and the time the 
goad earth covers them . I shall wait until 
a calm morning to undertake thatseveral hundred feet 
of doings, 

i 1 he sun was down by the time I had finished 
seeing supper to my feathered 

friends and getting the little ones to bed, and the 
coolness was just right for i gathering big armfuls 
of tall Madonna lilies, white ripbon gr a ss and 
bouquets of red and of white 

roses to send to Id a Red’s sister’s wake, I am 
sorry to say I missed most of the 
evening news casts but 1 shall get oaught up on 
that segment of the day before midnight, 

>. - •, i ; ; < 

I believe Madam Regard is lingering on by momentum 
more than anything else . t She was given some sort of transfusic 
today, — food, probably, I doubt if she 
is conscious much of the time and, as I 

unde stand it, the doctors and nurses marvel that the candle , 
m 3pite of its flickering, still mainifests a flame, 

I notice a light in the big house and 
I assume that means Joe henry may have come for 
the week end,. If, so, l shall get him to run me in to 
town on the morrow to call on the patient. Celeste 
is too busy and too nervouse to think about anyone whose pr eseii 
might impinge on her multitudinous appointments, duties, etc. 
And so a busyday comes to a close and so I shall turn to 
my downy couch forthwith . 






r 




mu 




a . i ■ 

Str\ ^ 
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Monday, April 84th, 1961 


Memorandum j 


Another lovely day with M rch winds blowing 
briskly during the daylight A pril hours • 

• , * ' 

'■Hie breeze didn t get going until an hpur 

after sunrise and thus I was able to get the coxcomb 

into the ground without having the seeds blow all ove-r the place • 

1 can’t remember, if I have mentioned the* possibility 
that little Miss Dormon may receive an honorary degree 
from Northwestern at graduation this graduation season, 

There was a possibility thatSouthwe stern might make such 

a gesture atid it seemed to me as to others that it 

would be fitting the educational institution 

nearest the Mormon domicile should be the one to 

make the award, The suggestion has to be-^passed upon f a vor ably 

by the State Board of Education and this is beingput 

through the mill right now m I hope there has been 

no leak to Carrie for I should like to frave the whole business 

kept secret until all avenues for clear sailing have been 

cleared , 

• v 

I had three workmen to lend me a hand in doing some 
W)rk in the gourd trellises this morning and I was 
so glqd they came to consulz me on a matter which 
i3 usually taken care of without consulting 
Wi,th anyone, l hey had noticed a big old Kingsnake 
who lives quietly in on old 4 inch iron pTpe, ocTnoealed by 
a privet hedge at the corner of the pheasant establishment. 

They wanted to know if they should kill him and natur 1 ly I 
Responded emphatically in the negative • I used to be 
bothered by rats la ter in the season when the gourds, tender and 
de'Jp o table would invite a rodent to midnight suppers 
in the upper reaches of the trellises but 3ince the friendly 
old King has taken up his residence in the old hidden pipe, 
there has been no rat in the groud problem at all, I 
suppose he is 3ix feet long and is always very c ourteous 
abqnf t \qqp\ng out of one'spath and as he is 

an unbeatable policeman in keeping away all other types of reptiles, 

I find him an invaluable ally. He has another invaluable asset in that 
Sister will never dare go near that section of theyarden because of his i 
_ v 


back, She was fed artificially on Friday • I don't 

know what the medical profession is thinking about, trying to 

see how long human life oan be stretched out to so little 

point, I am writing the lady doctor, recommending 

that she instruct nurses caring for her patients and 

for relatives of those patients, that they never 

ask a patient if the patient can identify a caller. The 

strain put on the patient is bound to be exhausting 

and the dffort must underline in t he patient's mind the illness 

which should not be brought up at I suppose 

anywhere from half a dozen to a dozen patients drop in on Madam He 

every day and I feel sorry^for her and the struggle it 

must-be for her to try to make everybody else happy 

by trying to figure out identities when ever ounce of 

her strength should,be used to her won advantage • 

Lloyd was here for the week end, having come up 
from ^, 3, Um when his wife when to Shreveport for 
a wedding . f t : 

I wasn t surprised to learn Lloyd has dropped 
out of . school, He thinks it would be nice 
to join the *llen Dulles organization, Hummmm . 

t :v. v, .<?.'! . . ■ > 

Blythe brought me a clipping concerning 

f*f MVApma siaiss 


s 
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, v.‘ I T.. i-r 1 '' • • ' 

It is said ^adamRegard didn't recognise anyone today, Her 
daughter, Celine, had to return to Mansura, what with Celine's 
brother-in-law having died, I think it was her 
mother-in-law but the report gave it as brother-in-law, 

Juanita B, called me this morning, &he said she reckoned 

the Parish biddies would know all about it on the 
morrow but she did want to mention to me first that 
3he is expectant and both she and Pat are mighty happy 
about the prospects , 

I talked with *nn this afternoon, and was sorry to learn 
her little brother, following his operation of last week 
is 8 till running a temperature . °he aid Ora and 
R, B, were naturally cojicerned and it was thought 
another examianation, possibly leading to another operation • 
might be forthcoming within a day or two although one 
operation for appendecitis seems adequate in mostiaaes, I am 
glad that if all this excitement had to be, it is happening now and 
not a bout the time Ora gets ready to head out for Columbia, 
j* i iV’.cr «> Jrt i.ss i ii ■> Vint ./ jAj H4 

There was a bee business today that interested me, The 
honey bees have been doing business since January 

but the big old fat bumble bees, always laggardly about g etting s tarted, 

are unusually lqte this year, having begun manifesting signs of life only 

a.week or so ago, They love to bore into the anoient rafters 

at Yucca and into the mud at Ghana, At the close of every day, the gallt 

at Yucca should be swept to elminiate the resulting sawdust, This 

goes on until the airplanes begin dusting the cotton and that is the end 

of the sawdust problem since it elminates the bubble bees, Today the 

service that takes a monthly whack at the bouse to keep 

wa-^er bugs and such like absent had a go at the rafters. The 

front gallerydas soaked first and then the back and when they 

returned to t he front, the bumble bees were lapping up the 

stuff sprayed on and growing fatter by the minute ••••••••• 


Tuesday, April 85th, 1961, 


\0 5 't r) i 1* 


3-5 VIU 


Memorandum : 


-.Cloudy, humid and warm, with promised showers 
that never produce a dropi of water. 

It was so nice having the nice note from Lyme, 
together with the clipping from which I 
It arned much and relished thoroughly, 

I had never heard what had happen? ’ tc French 
Equ i torial Afrisr rrdwas glc* 4o'f inf out if, bed 
bSP'mc u p rf a sce+icn of I »i.v* 




iu or?eo* 

ill;. 

1 0 


iU<a 


fic+»j*ec - v-ij.df-j ^ j. t, r quits ma.Vr* t 
d n ‘ rc '■#<? S" 

Lite's -jf i;t\^ .i^rcl 

of one of tiie figure: featured in the illustrated 
book on Gabon 

■ i j • 1 o': cc... I: • . i-' ttv* 1 i 1 

It is always so pleasant hearing anything about Dr, 
Schweitzer and this latest news item concerning 
tiie boy with the remarkable name and his venture into 
American life through a school in —of all 
places, — Mississippi, is quite wonderful, f I ever 
find myself on the East bank of the river by the 
same name, I am most certainly going to visit 
that institution, and thanks no end for having 
given me so much -pleasure through the medium 
of this story, 

"k " 1 0 no s;*. y- t » j \ 

This VKrrirtipg about 10, the store sent 
Ida Red to me to provide some work until noon, Ida Red 
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having spent the earlier part of the dcy 
in the hay field, Ida Red wa3 holding a big sack 
and opened it as I approached the Yucca gallery, Out 
of the sapk emerged a big turtle, about a foot 
in, di amet'er, moving faster and in my direction, than 
I ever saw such a reptile travel and instinctively 
I jumped crooked to let it pass, Ida Red was 
surprised at its speed, too, and had some 
difficulty catohing up with it, It had been 
discovered in the hay field and undoubtedly by this 
late hour tonight has already been served up for 
supper # 

r> * * 

* 1 v ’ 

I got a little tangled up in 
the fore-going paragraph when, getting tired of 
the 'phone s .incessant ringing, I picked up the 
receiver and informed the operator that the 
signal of Phil Johnson 3he had been wearing out 
was installed in a vacant house and that 10 or IS days 
ago the 'phone company had adgised me it had been 
requested to disconnect the number which 
yep pens to be on my party line • 

mcm . «'.• ■ 

J didn't see anybody next door this morning at 
the coffee hour as Celeste andher 3ister had gone 
to Alexandria or ^ansura or, somewhere, My agents reporte 
Celeste as having retuntd this noon. At 

supper J, d , reported that Madam Regard remains in a semi¬ 
coma, , — t 

I laughed, and Carmen couldn t at first see why, when 
3he called me to reafL something she had written for 
publicity in a fund-raising drive 

for her Episcopal Church whose first preacher, dating from 
the ante bellum era, wasnone other than 
John £urke., s mile,,,,,,,, 


:tc • 


bar 


//*(,// 

Wednesday, April 86th, 1951, 


5>A 


.o . 1 '* '5jJ 

J- e • 

C,loudy and cool and much high winds. 


Memorandum : 

• • ' S j» li 


subsided 
as I 


and 


With the setting of the sun, the breezes 
the air was fragrant with honeysuckle perfume 
meandered slowly over to Ghana and back, 

I think little Miss Lee would like the 
aroma permeating Yucca tonight, what 
with big ^ranches of grand iflora magnolias banking 
the living room fireplace, exudingperfume throughout 
the house that i3 wonderful. The big old tree 
by the side gpte, always ahead of the other trees, stands 
like a monument of emerald green, festooned with 
white blossoms the sizs of dinner plates 
while the other trees of the same family are 

candles, 3 or 4 inches long, which will unfold 
magnolias themselves during the weeks ahead, J 


as 


days. 


From, far and near from dawn 'til dusk these 
the sounds of tractors keep buzzing incessantly 
as everyone struggles to get their cotton planted before 
the Spring rains arrive, 1 think it must be at least 

%hnlnh le th^ n ’in S i UCS * Uere J tas been any moisture from on high al. 

tion 9 S rJ,lJntl V nil W8 sufficient to aid in seed germina. 

tion, Shreveport got a garter of an inch of 

rain during the past 844 hours and B tonRouge o er 
8 inches, but the places in between got » 
none, Shreveport continues behind in its rainfall for this 
season while just a few miles to the north 
of the city cloud bursts have been the order of the dav 
Jor two or three weeks. It ha$ been 
an odd season both as to dryness and coolness but 


, 




i . 
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for this a rea the sedate advance of the growing season 
is advantageous all 1 round 3ince it enables one to 
keep abreast of weeds the more readily as the flowers 
and vegetables make a more orderly advance, 


V’ 




I am so glad^ the Algerian thing seems to have ended 
so abruptly and that chances for a negotiated 
peace and .independence may get going and, hope, 
completed without delay, One cannot help wondering 
how ,n the world the French residents of Algeria 
ever thought the United States would 
incline toward their side instead of that 
of established order in Europe but since I 
can t possibly c ompreh^nd the mental operations 
of hill billy residents of Louisiana, I can't 
think why I shoulfl expect to understand 
French colonials in Algeria, 

n r i JU \ 2> P 1 <41 ? '1 0 *j 1 5 

It strikes me there aretrying years ahead for the independent 
Algerians but probably most of them will get along as well 
or better than they did under French control, I imagine 
what is difficult for all of us to under¬ 
stand is the fact that in places like Algeris 
and in Cuba, the plight in which the unskilled and 
untrained laborer is probaly a little 
better when endured in freedom than when under tight 
capitalist control when the latter is primarily concerned 
with annual dividends paid out from earnings on 
production stemming from miserably paid ignorant 
workers. It prob a bly makes little 

difference to\civilised people under what particular 

brand o Government they live, just So long 

as that Government is fair but if one is going to 

live under a tyrany, whether economic or political, it is probably 

less irksome if the injustices are formulated and carried 

out by one's own nationals, 


Dr, Charles Holbrook of Jj ew rleans, a distinguished psychiatri 
died last week end, Deservedly, his picture appeared on the front 

rnade h no P m%?i¥in?i ?!•*/< f nou 9 fi » the long account of his career, 

J.WSOHi 

is the wife of Representative Boggs brother, It was ” 

Charlie who couldn t bepersuaded ± wasn't a priest. Smile,,,,,, 


Memorandum s 


It was such a lovely, almost hot sort of 
a day and tonight the moon is golden and the ribbon 
grass around the sun dial as snowy as milk on 
a Mid-summer's night, cascading up out of the ground 

. from some hidden geyser of Borden's finest, 

■ 

ifu day was cluttered up with a lot of people 
I didnt expect to see and some I didn't want to. An 
exception was Dm Adams, one time professor of History 
at northwestern who left here to join the 
, faculty of the University of Florida at G a i nsville 

where he.wasinjured cmd his wife killed in an 

auto accident. He is now with southwestern at Lafayette 

and late this afternoon brought a couple of his 

associates with him to this bend of the river as 

they journeyed leisurely in the direction 

of Shreveport where the State HistoricalSociety is 

meeting, —John Kyser have gone there 

yesterday to participate in the three day pow—wow over which, 
believe, Jie presides as President, 

1 4 

After quite a busy morni g I dove into some work with 
a couple of field hands at 1 o'clock when we were 
interrupted by a couple of figures in long skirts, — 
not Ida Red and Essae Mae, but Dan s wife, June, and 
some Alexandria bag They remained about an hour • 


Out of a clean 3ky around 4 o'clock. Sister 
blew in unannounced, She claimed she was 
sur rised to learn J, H, had gone to flew Orleans by 
pl^ne this morning, declaring she had tdL ked with him 
oil the phone last night and he </iad said he was going 
, next week. She asked if she could borrow my field hands to 
help her drag her stuff in, ~she is dL ways carting 
so much stuff with her, I was glad Bill Adams came along 
with his ssociate8, 

n . ■ fl {Tr' 

• V - - - - - o 

When the clerk and I responded to the 
3upper bell. Sister was al ready 
at table, f started passing her food but 
she declined, pointing to her plate and explaining 
she had been hungry and so hadn^t waited for us, She 

always begins eating whenever she arrives in the 

■ 

i 4 'Vt Wda II !W , shift 
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b. s, 

Blythe tried her hand at some 
candy, going forward under separate cover,. 


11121 



:t 0 B: 3 ;• v. nu .*r ev.ivv .• 

, h'fl Hi o V . ? ’ -.(VO _ 

dining room without ever waiting for anyone else, She 
remained at table while we ate and said she thought 
she wouldn t remain over night 3ince J, 3, wasn t expected to 
. ° e here before tomorrow night, Nobody attempted 

an persuasions either way, The clerk did say, however, 
that she could easily make Shrevport before dark if she 
wanted to. She departed when we arose from table, side 
from he r bad manners which are natural, she 
was friendly. She asked if I had,seen Lloyd over 
the week end, 1 had. She told me he had quit school and 
was supposed to be working in B a $on Rouge last Saturday 
a n & Sunday, I admitted to her that I knew nothing 
about that. 

Today s Enterprise has a front page story about 
Federal housing aid for Natchitoches, .1 believe, al- 
I haven t read the story, Joe said on Sunday that 
Pat wasn t happy about it as he has been dealing he n vily 
in cheap rent houses in town, Jhe clerk told 
t last season, Joe had loaned Pat thirty 

thousand dollars for his operations and that apparantly 
t "they had all turnedout alright, 

What with the moon waxing bright, the peacocks seem 
siow „ bout folding up their .beards although they 
have been in the upper reaches of the pecane 
tree for a couple of hours or so. At the conclusion of the 
above paragraph, I thought the time good for me to go over 
and give the hound hi3 supper, Celeste, being in town. The 
peacocks must have~J/hj>yght an intruder was oross inn the 
gardens for they kept screaming from the time 
I left unttl i returned when. I spoke to them and 
they fell b n ck into 3ilence, 

pleasant to note that many of the vegetables planted 
last Friday are already above ground, in spite of 
la3t night's chill of 54 degrees, Tonight 
it is warmer and t tuner--ow t%e<Te v'ill b* r.cre 
green things pushing up out of the good earth, And 
now l shall attack a little correspondence and then call it a day 
and sleep will come readily for I am dL ready drowsy,,,,,,, 


Friday, April 88th, 1961, 


Memorandum : 

Last night it cooled into the mid 50's, producing 
a might heavy dew before dawning, A hot sun, however, 
didn t take long to evaporate the dumpness, however, 
and today the thermometer went b a ck up into the 80's, 

On Thursday, the postman had made his rounds an 
hour ahead of schedule and so I missed him and accordingly 
sent two envelopes in today's post instead of one. The 
Enterprise went forward, too, I shal be curious 
to learn if tliis week's CaneR\ver Memo impressed you 
favorably, unfavorably or merely so-so. It 
is the one about Briarwood, —*Out of thisWorld", 

What I liked about it was that remarkable sentence quoted 
from Henry Adams, " think Carrie doesn't subscribe to the 
Enterprise and perhaps it is just as well if she 
therefore misses this particular piece in which 
I used her and her Briarwood as a peg on which 
to hang a column, 

Blythe and Joan came this afternoon I wasn't 
surprised to see them for Blythe had threatened last 
Sunday that she would be bringing me a bottle 
brush plant and, as good as her word, or better, 
she brought not only one but two, I 
set one out on the northwest corner of Ghana, just 
in front of the chimney, and the other hard by 
the Unicorn House, She also brought some angels' Trumpet 
plants, ~special ones with red trumpets when they 
begin flowering, uh ich will contrast nicely 
with the white ones 1 have already raised from 
seeds,. It was af^er 4 when the ladies departed, 
anc[ accordingly I scurried around mightily to be things 
planted and to set out some oleanders, all 
before 5:15 supper . ... 

.. 3 ; 1.1*. \r '• £i - .r n; vi . • u a:.- <>.• n ; 

Blythe mentioned a neighbor who admired 
.ns - • 

Uonie siiJU a 
Gvousle yr ttW 
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Sunday, April 50th, 2962, 








the pair of ducklinga I had given Blythe and wondered 

if she might take this neighbor a pair. She certainly 

might a iid did. And 30 my grandchildren have fallen 

off in numbers to the amount of four which will be 

more than I want anyway, what withEmmet aid Lrwin and all, not 

to mention that one of my neighbor's incubators 

is once more in an expeotai^t frame of mind and I reckon 

another set of grande ildren may be expeedlealmost 

a ny time now. 

&j\< • ( 4 ?. v I; sa Tv- i;5 

Zelma dropped around to see me this morning, 

&he is hopin to get some sort of a widow's 
check and wanted me to intercede on her behalf. 

hat is so easy. She left quite merry, taking 
with' her anong other things some sunflower seeds she 
wanted to plant for herpet birds and three or four do 2 en 
sweet basil plants, just right for trans¬ 
planting, —the first sweet basil 3 he had seen 
since3he used to play as a little girl in her grandmother's 
garden. , 

Celeste remained in town this morning and so I did 
not see her until around 7:30 tonight when,-after 
going over to the house to turn on the lights before 
she got home, I returned again half a n hour 
lately to see how she was making it, remaining for 
half a» hour until J. d, go t j rom tj ew Orleans. 

Cele ste reported that Madam^egard h a d had a hard 
day yesterday, J, rt, reported tht the Genral 
is in San*ntonio at some military hospital 
for another onsultation but the same neck glands from 
which stones were removed this past winter. 

So things turn and so I must now turn for 
a little stroll in the^hana garden before rolling 
up my 3leeves and taking a whack at the mail . 


Memorandum* 


Iw 


• r, 


Partly cloudy and 3 ort of 80-ish, The 
good earth continues crying for a shower and althouqh 
the moon 13 unencumbered by a single cloud, the 
static on the radio suggests something brewinq 
m the 0 fing, suggesting that the *eathe a - 


may be 


we 


may 


right in his prediction 
get some moisture before dawning. 


ureau 


It 


was a quiet week end and I hope the 
same condition prevailed in the Lyme area. 

.ohn Wenk came sometime during Friday night 

1° Sa t urda V noon. He asked if we might take 

walk m the Ghana garden which we did, for I welcomed 

the opportunity tochat with him,a little and 

help dispell some of his worries. Unlike his 

brother, Lloyd, --a dumb ox, —John 

has a brilliant mind that isn't likely to get 

anywhere because of the instability t going with it. 

He has been working until midnight every day while 
trying to keep up his work at L. S . U., and 
his grades are sagging b a dly. He came up to talk 
with^j. H. to find out if it wouldn't be better for 

dr °P *oho9l and join the army or some such, what 
w fth the financial situation at home so uncertain. 
v. told him he hatyiothing to worry about so far 
being able to complete his medical education which 
was both proper and kind, it seems to me, but 
whether v ohn will remain in school 


as 


anybody's guess , 


or mo is 


yi 

*!( 


H 


fternoon, 
knock off 
wanted to 


I foolishly thought 

a’ colum 

say something 


Along about 2 this 
I might have a chance to 
without interruption. I 
about Mr, McGrew for ’ q week from 
Thursday 's column. ‘l got about half 
through when tiresome Mrs. Maybry"of Shreveport 
blew in, bubbling, over, as usual, with talk 
about the symbol of the bee through the ages. I 

an hour and then sent her on her 


'-*> ~ w O yiHUUJL UJ 

listened to her for 
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Monday , Hay 1st, 1961. 






way rejoicing, I tried my best to pick 
up the McGpew thread but doubt if I w a s 
very successful, 

Just as I had finished, Joe Henry blew in. 

We had a three and a half hour session which was long 
enough. Joe is as erratic as his Sister bbut in 
a different way but almost as wearing. Last 

Monday he went to Arkansas to see about purchasing a Natchitoches 
lot on the river where he would uild his house, 'Che deal 
was agreed o ver ally but Joe changed his mind. During 
the past week end he and Juanita A, had drawn up 
rough Ians for the house they will build and gave 
same to the architect # Rut Joe returned 
here this week end to tell the architect that 
they had decided they wanted the house built differently 
nd g a ve him another set of specifications to go ahead on. 

Tonight at supper, Joe delegated J, H, to purchase 
another home site for him, somewhere in Pecane 
Park, and you may be sure that there will be 
changes throughout in these plans, too, before 
nother week has run its course,, I guess tt must 
be $wo or three years that this sort of thing has been going 
on a.nd only the Lord knows how much longer the 
same sort of thing w 11 continue. 


across the fence things ^appear fairly calm 
although^the lady is disappointed „bout one 
thing, For some time she has contemplated 
spending five or six days in Baton^ouge where 
many parties would he given her, were she there but 
in view of mother's uncertain status, it is 
felt these pleasures should be put off al¬ 
though the disappointment is keen, • 


And so April comes to a close and a new month 
impends and so the season advances,,,,,, * 

1 1 » ft ^ . k n ' * Ci \ ;.d 


'■ r . 




Memorandum• 

A perfect half inch rain around 5 o'clock 
this morning , fallowed by a day of partial 
cloudiness, provided just the right kind of 
moisture to get seeds going and to encourage 
further growth of tender plants already up. 

Tonight there is some kind of a tornado business 
going on in Texas between Houston and Mineral 
Wells, more or less directly west of this area and 
one result is that the static is such as 
to make impoS3ible any radio r eception at all 
and so I am quite ignorant as to what goes 
on in the world and. how May Day panned out 
in Havana, Pari 3 and Moscow, 

tt: c.-- V " IF: r; 

t . I slept very well last night and awakened only 

, twice, — once at 2 :30 and again at 3:15, — when 

somebody dialed the Phil Johnson ’phone 
which is on the 3ame party line as mine. Perhaps 
J mentioned a week or two b a ck that I had 
spoken to the 'phone company about the fact 
that Phil Johnson hadmoved to Shreveport, and that 
I was told the company had received notification for 
discontinuing service on that number prior to 
the Johnson departure. An excellent example 
of the company's 3lothfulness is ccrr-ainlyto be 
found in this instance. Because of Madam 
Regard's precarious condition, T suppose 
I am^unusuallysensitive to* 'phone ringing but 
although I awaken readily to the first tinkle, I 
, must say 1 get bored waiting for the racket 

to cease when the calls, at such outlandish hours , 

keep on with their inexcuse~ble noises. In 

the past I may have sounded a little unreasonable in 

CaneRiver Memo in sticking pins in the 'phone 

company but this Johnson affair is as 

good an example as any of the type of thing 

the company is forever doing to shirk their 

manifest duty and therebye annoy their sub¬ 
scribers. 
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Tuesday, May 2nd, 1961. 
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<■ A 




-U4l \ 
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T ui sh I had a candid camera shot of 
the ring necked pheasant and me at a special 
morning s moment on Sunday when I 
opened the door o f the Unicorn House to offer him 
30 breakfast and some fre h w a ter. I think 
the energetic bird was dozing a s the door opened 
and jujt as K leaned over to pour the water, 
the bird, on awakening, was startled, ah8 

+l y n lU n l lan /. ed sla P on m y he <&$ bis claws making 
two or three fine marks on my brow at the point 

i a<r line Wllich P ro bably, at some distance 
'..suggests I might be going in for Eisenhower bangs. 

Vie owl which is always depicted in Athena's perruke at 
least is facing the w a y the goddess is facing but. 

hL lL C „ an f r °: ° aU9ht the Peasant and me, we would seem to 
h a ve been facing m opposite directions. 


oner ™ t ia mornin S t0 relate her adventures 

over the week end winch sounded dull enough, She 

did report that she (lad seen the lady doctor 

at the hospital yesterday and the latter had told her 

she was finding it very difficult to persuade 

n , ineuitabilit V Madam Regard's 
rnZl.t* n 9, d l dtli9 lad V doctorr sys, according to 

th* dnuJ+ a t GVery 3he tries t0 P re P a rc Me daughter 

thd daughter goes into a scene of misery and tears. 

dLrul2n+i a11 t[ ie : other activities the daughter maintains 
doncurrently with appearances at the hospital. 

one cannot help wondering how much of the scenes 
as described by the lady doctor are in large measure 
play acting. I know perfectly w ell there will 
“ e a big business when the final event transpires but 

giv°es 'wav ° little 9 irl °f 10, on losing a doll, 

gives way to tears but soon si diverted bv the suaoestinn 
a new toy or dab of wearing apparel, ana 30 may ’ ?? be 
tn this instance........ 


Memorandum j 

itr i r. < A itr. • < •- n cii • .< -1' 

» 

A half inch rain at dawning with cool, cloudy 
weather for the balance of the day. 

Ihirty billion varying methods of expression 
would not suffice to express my surprise and 
delight with the two natal greeting packages arriving 
in today s post from Lyme. 

yucca is a sweet duck, such a lovely monument 
to a departed friend from a living one and the gay 
ribbon with the attached likenesses of one of our 
founding fathers said.so-many tender things that I shall 
be a tuning my ear in that direction for a long time. 
Yucca immediately flew up to a section in the 
picture window where he presents a likeness and t 
a reminder of so many things that 1 shall treasure 
him both for himself and the symbol he represents in 
all the days ahead. 

t • 

1 need scarcely try to mention how .enchanted 
I am to have the greetings conto ined in the other 
package. It didn't take me two 3 ectnds to set 
it spinning on my reading .machine a nd was 
at once was delighted to hear the familiar voice 
of x. Scourby, Esquire, and that of Haney Wickwire, who 
is a new artist for me .but one capable of handling 
Emily u ickinson superbly. I was enchanted to find 
30 many Dickinson poems included and even more delighted 
to discover that with the exception of the first one, ~ 
I am nobody, who are you," I had never heard any 
of the others. I have never had anyone to read her poems 
to me and the ones from her pen, included in the 
Johnson or Johnston biography are few and ^did not 
embrace any ofthose Miss Wickwire handles so beautifully. 

m. i ^ ^ 

I find it a marvel that you should Mave disevoered 

!>«i. '-04ir:rv'oo '• • m; V\ - .7 •. •/{*.. . 
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Wednesday, May 3rd, 2961• 


a recording by such artists of such material as 
thisi^sc incorporates. I trust you had an opportunity 
to listen to both sides of the item and, if so, I 
feel sure you enjoyed each poem as much as I. 

.The Edgar Allen Poe opus I found most excellently 
handled and, as you may have heard me remark before, 

I h a ve always found 'l'he^aven much to my liking. 

I thought the Oliver Wendel Hermes piece hilarious and 
theWalt Whitman handled with the same splendid skill. 

I h a ve never read much of "hitman and am delighted 
with the selection which I find precisely to my taste. 

1 shall be counting the 2nd through the 9th my birthday 
week and what with Yucca standing pertly a bove 

my reading machine .....interruption.... 

Patty calling from Rew^rleans. 

Well, on the home front, things turned a little odder 
than usual although the pattern was the same. Celeste 
remained at the hospital last night becavse her 
mama has been in a coma for several days. She was back 
in time for coffee this morning. At 11, the 
lady doctor called 0 . H. at the store to say M adam 
Regard couldn t last more than three or four minutes and 
so °. H. dropped everything, scooped up Celeste, 
and they flew off to the hospital. At 

2 o'clock, it 1 ,: reported the patient was doing 
better( The two daughters were summoned from 
South Louisiana. I did not see J. H. at supper 

as he had gone b ck to the hospital but he ite here 
before 7, as T noticed when passing by the remains of 
his s-upper at 7. What, if anything different, may be 
next is anybody's guess . It is a premarakble <. 

CQ.SC • t 

c 

Patty called, her voice quite gay, asking if 
Bob had ever sent me any primities from the six he had 
removed from their home, prior to t he marriage, and con¬ 
signed to Lnadsford. Of course, he hadn't^She didn't 
know he had come to Louisiana and did not contact her or child 
when here last month, He has never communicated with 
either of them or sent a penny for the child's support. 

In spite of that, she talked for perhaps half an hour, 
and maintained her gaity in spite of all • 


A 3 


Memorandum* 

\ 

Pleasantly warm and cloudy. 

I am alone on the plantation 
tonight because the event that has been pending 
for so long finally occured this morning when 
Madam Regard went on to heaven. 

Celeste and her sister, Edna, were at Melrose when 
somebody called at the store, that Celine 

n « . . J.I. . .’ — J _ i. _ • i • * 


Roy, the third daughter was with her mama when she 

J. H. immediately took the local 
The body was taken to 


finally departed, 
lad.ies in to town. 


And now b a ck to Mr. Scour by. Haney Wickwire 
and, if I may say so. Yucca, A. a. a nd little Miss Lee , 


Mansura and J. Hand the three daughters came here 
at noon to have lunch across the fence and they the four 
departed for Mansura where they will remain tonight and 
so attend the funeral tomorrow morning at 9. 

>ls the ladies had gone to town before the 9 o'clock 
coffee hour and as I did not know they had returned 
from town until they had departed for Mansura, I 
did not see any of them In anyone else, it 
would have seemed vaguely odd that Celeste didn't 
cont a ct me somewhere along the route but, of course, 

I can readily apprec iate how many things 3 he must 
h^ve ffo dhe* Hettnrnfiedrs , Madam Regard used to speak 
sp often of various phases of her life. Born 
in 1868 , she lost her mother while 3 till 
a cTtild. Her stepmother was very strict and 
wade life pretty difficult for the little girl. 

When she married Dr. Regard, she found herself far 
from Kentucky in a section of Louisiana 
where mo t of the people speak French, of which she knew 
not a word. I believe Dr .Regard or possibly his 
parents had been natives of Dijon, France. Dr. 

Regard wa3 a fuss-dbudget about perfection 
in the home ayd fanatical about food. Once in a rage 
t "p$qquse he thought the dough that was rising in a Pan didn't 
strike his fancy, he tossed it out an open window where 
a neighbor s prize rooster happened to be and the 
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bird was bagged down and his plumage never the same, 

Dr, Regard rounded up lots of money and 
made the millionaire class quite early in his career as 
physician, banker, plantation owner and so on. 

Along about the time of the crash, he divorced Madam Regard 
and married his secretary, Fortunately all their children 
were grown. But that marriage didn't suit him and 
he prayed Madam Regard to resume their original 
marital 3tatus and she did* 

One day, when he had lo3t all his money, he decided 
he needed an opmation, drove to Ale xandria without telling 
a nyone, and died before anyone knew he was in the hospital. 

Of her years with Celeste, there wa3 physical comfort, 
affection by J, H,, for mother-in-law and son-in-law were 
crazy about each other, —and you know the rest , t If 
ever there was an angelduring the last 93 odd years in 
Louisiana, Madam Regard certainly takes the cake, A candle 
burns tonight in the little chapel+ not in prayer 
for her soul which needed no prayers from the likes 
of me or any other human being but merely as 
n farewell to a lady whose journey on earth had been 
too long and the nicest, flufiest cloud in heaven 
awaiting her the moment she took her leave from 
this existence, 

,Several people 'phoned me from town tonight, 
asking me if I should like t p accom any them to 
the funeral on the morrow which I thought very 
frind. As between noon and night, however, I 
had made a couple of appointments which I 
considered important and as-, I have a c onference 
for 8 in the afternoon, I declined each invitation, 

I assume M adam Regard's daughters think of the funeral 
pretty much as a family affair and I am content 
to let it be jU3t that, so far as I am c oncerned. To 
pay one '3 final respects to a loved one at his funeral is 
a natural desire, it seems to me, but the feeling that 
one has done wl^at one could during the life time of 
a friend offers much by way of compensation around 
the heart if one i$ absent from the final service, 

•• 

i4?»d now J turn to A .Scourby and M, Wickwire and tonight' s 
session will in every way duplicate last night's,,,,,,. 


Thursday, May 4th, 1961, 


Memorandum: 

Thin clouds and warm. 

Co-incidences are always so fascinating, I 
find, if one starts to r unravel all the hundred and one, - 
billion and bne, - circumstances that, seemingly 
quite unrelated, unfold and keep on unfolding 
until the unexpected c on junction arrives » 
r,nd so it was tqday in the .lose of l^adamR^gard's 
funeral, . v 

t 

"hat with one thing and another, I had planned 
to hold a private service in the chapel of the°lessed 
Martin precisely at 10 o'clock, when 
the official services were scheduled to begin at 
Mansura, ‘The chapel air sagged heavily with the perfume of 
banks of magnolias and the tapers glowed like stars in 
the subdued \ight of the sanctuary, E actly 
at \0 1 entered the chapel, and after the first step, I 
turned and rushed back across the gallery and 
to my desk to answer the 'phone, BaU) n^ouge 
was calling, the Director of the L, S, U, Press, 

He explained that he wasforced to fly to Oklahoma City at 

noon and therefore would be unable to keep his 

8 o'clock appo mtment at Melrose, I thanked 

him for his courtesy and we fell into easy conversation 

a bout several matters so that it was 1 0:30 

before I had hung up, after which, I returned 

to the chapel and the last riljts for M adamRcgard, 

o 

T saw ° , d, at supper t/iis evening. He said 
everything in Mansura had gone off nicely and that Celeste 
would not r turn until the morrow, 

• 

For 3ome reason, not unusual, this week's 


K 








icur 
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Friday, May 5th, 2962. 


newspapers did not come through aiuj. so your copy 
will be at least a day Iter than usual in reaching your 
true hand, Somewhere in the columns will appear 
a brief paragraph which, x stippose, few people 
may notice. It states, A am told, that Professor 
Friedman, at a meeting called by theBoard of Education, 
submitted his resignation as te a cher, Professor 
Friedman is a 3uperb artist, uh o has done some w ork 
at theFastman School in Rochester, -'Jew *ork , and has been 
head of the musio department in t he colored schools 
here, A cousin of Senator SyDyvan Friedman, the Professor 
has the unqiue disticntion of being colored in skin, 

Jewish in blood,and Catholic in faith, —quite 
a load for God to place x on anybody's shoulders, if 
I may say so, I shall have more to say on 
this subject at a subsequent sitting but & did want 
to ,remark upon the paragraph while thinking of it, 

Thelma called me this evening to say 
how much she /jad enjoyed the Cane Pi er Memo thing a bout 
Briarwood, — Out of this"orld, I thought it 
kind of her to take the trouble. She 
said she had heard from Rosalyn Aswell who seems to 
be, enjoying her new line of ende a vor in a ssisting 
her aunt or somebody in a private school, Thelma 
3aid that in her letter Rosalyn remarked that although 
she has had two husbands, th is is the first time 
since her initial* marriage that she has ever enjoyed 
real financial security, According to 
Thelma, Rosalin 'a mother is l\ving with a b a chelor 
brother who is said to be possessed of quite 
a fortune and that must remove a lot of 
little clouds from everyone in the family and, 

perhaps hold a promise of even greater security to the 
point of affluence for Rosalm in 

the years ahead if she can only get adjusted, as she 
now appears to be, 

, • • . .. .* . . T m» mm il • mm, m, l» V J. %l 0* — 


Memorandum • 

Cloudy and humid, <with the thermometer today 
in the upper 80's and tonight it 
will remain in the middle 70's, it is 3 aid,, It 
is variously described as good cotton growing weather 
or gently enervating on the human side but x seem 
to relish it as much as the cotton. 


I anticipate a double dip in the 1st class mail 
section on the morrow. Yesterday the newspapers didn't 
come but they arrived in buckets today. The 1st class, 
however, was skimpy and that means there will be an extra dab 
on the morrow, I reckon, 

• * » l 

It is said Celeste got home this eveningaround 5 
but 1 did not visit her, She must have topped 
at Magnolia on her way home for Dee arrived here in 
another car, following just behind and I reckon the ladies 
had much to chatter „ bout and I didn't h a ve <ji y notion 
of interupting them It will be soon enough when 
the 9 o 'clock coffee hour rolls around in the morning, 

Mildred Cunningham 'phoned me this morning. Somehow 
I got the impression■ \hat either the Indy doctor or 
Madam MijLlspaugh inspired the call but that i 3 sheer 
conjecture on my part, Mildred said 
she was in A1 exandira all day Wednesday 

and didn't learn of 'ada^egard's death until she reached 
home that night, I suppose J, H, and Celeste somebody in 
town would contact me early in the day about 
attending the wake which was attended by .the lady doctor, 

Madam Millspaugh, etc., etc,, and I suppose other 

people, —those living in town, assumed, as well 

they might, that I had been contacted by *>", R, or Celeste 

sometime during the day and that possibly I was already in Mansura, 

The whole business was something of a bungle, 1 must say, and I 

suppose there will be plenty of post mortems over the 

coffee cups in days to come, depending on how long 

the mind of a 10 year old retains matters of such description . 

. • 
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I am enclosing the pamphlet which Josephine 
Means had published for her Land's End pilgrimage • 

It was the only data I had to formulate a 
Cane^iver Memo and as I seem to have taken about 
all the juice there was in the folder to rig up the 
column, except for the map, I reckon you will have 
pre,tty well covered the case if you read either the one 
or the, ,other» I think the 

one and only time I ever met Josephine was about 18 years ago, 
She is a grand person and I thought the column might 
reach some people that her folder might miss, Per¬ 
haps I mentioned that Thelma called yesterday 
a nd among other things spoke of the Land's End house 
about which she knew nothing, I told her I 
n m writing Mr, lodges about the place with a view to 
h a ving mention made of it in future ElCamino Real 
pu licity and she volonteejd to mention it to 
the Hodges steward, C, R,Byr d, I shall also 
make some other r e commendations, as, for instance, some 
references to it in other publications and so perhaps 
Josephine may get some measure of response of a concrete 
n n zure in the form of pilgrims • Parenthetically, 

I believe somebody said there is a picture of helma on 
thef ront page of this week'8 Enterprise • 





. If J can find it, 1 shall enclose a form letter from 
the BatonRouge Bill Bridges, — a letter that undoubtedly 
gone forward to all users of Tal king^ooks, 
advising each user that henceforth, instead of 
packing up his machine and sending it to Baion^ouge 
when it gets out of kilter, he may merely send a card 
to t heBaton^ouge efface and somebody will drop 
in on the user at his home and put the machine back 
in order, If memory servces, I tried to initiate 
this s ervice years ago , and was told it was impracticable 
which, in no way, apl r ecall, deterred me from pushing 
the matter again six months or a year ago. It 
would have been nice if the Bibrary of 0 ongress or 
the ",perican Foundation had advised me that at long last 
the idea had been taken under a dvisement and finally 
carried out but the important thing is that the 
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Sunday, May 7th, 1961 • 


Memorandum : % 

Warm, cloudy and humid. 



It has been such a pleasant weekend, I c 

have found my thoughts turning so frequently in 
the direction of Lyme, holding the thought withal that 
it may have been as pleasant there, too 

| C • . r t I j [ ' \ i 1 • 

As anticipated, Saturday'3 1st class mail 
turned out to be a double dip and slap < 

on the top wa3 an air mail from little Miss Lee 
to give me a guarantee of a aun,beam for the ensuing days 
best news had to do with the prospect of enjoying a 
musical production with a kindred friend and I shall be 
so happy when 1 learn it all turned out to everyone's 
delight. 


The 


It seemed odd that my neighbor across the fence should 
have remained at home bofih Saturday afternoon and 
Sunday afternoon, She appears tired which is at once 
chronic and understandable and the reason for 
staying put is to try to round up some of the in- 
numberable notes that must be written in consequence of the mid 
week events, I know not if the custom is the same all over 
the world but in this area and, B believe, even more in the 
South Louisiana section, it is the custom of 
friends to provide flowers at a funeral but also 
to 1 vish no end of food for those attending pre¬ 
burial services, —Rosary Readings, wake or whatever the 
localit styles such activities, Fried chicken turns up 
from out of no where, not to mention sandwiches, salades, 
pies, cakes, strawberry shortcake and on and on. Everybody 
thus participating, of course, gets a note of 
*appreciation and so there is bound to be much dashing off 
of notes these days, ' <. 


On the home front to ay's visitors were fine but 
they were here at the wrong time, in that 
Robina and Josephine Means arrived about 15 minutes 
before o Blythe and Joan cp peared, and, as. they left 


/ 
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at the same time, I didn't get much chance to 
concentrate on Robina and chit-chat of a faily 
nqture and Josephine on the matter of Land's End % 

As Blythe doean t like Robina much, I was 
conscious of a vague strain and .since Blythe and Joan 
appear here so frequently and Robina 

so seldom, I thought Blythe and Joan were out of order 
when they kept right on sittingRobina and 
Josphine went over to say Howdy to Cdl.este and I thought 
that on their return, Blythe and ^ oan might have done likewise, 
espec iallyas they had attended the funeral in ^ansura and might want to 
Pay a follow up courtesy call since they were right here • 
ut, in spite of all, 1 was able to give Josephine some 
pointers and arrange to get some stuff about Land's End 
pushed in the direction of A, . Hodges, the Magasette 
and so on, which was the main purpose of Josephine's visit . 

Blythe brought me a stack of plants which required 

a wheelbarrow to move from her car which, for some reason unknown to 
me, she left at the front gate instad ofat the sideband Robina 
and I absented ourselves from the living room to go 
on the gallery to get gourds from the rafters which 
Robina wanted to take home with her . 

. lit 

J» U* spent the fternoon in town but was an hour late 
getting home, what with a traffice jam up the road 
when a couple of cars crashed into each other and banged 
people up considerably . A sedate local citizen > named John Jones 

or Jones John or some such an$ his daugh er work at the 
Natchitoches hospital • I think the man is the main 
cook and his d aughter a ssists • •Lhey were coming home from 
work when same trifling folks from somewhere back 
toward ued River, and withal on the high side, ran into 
them, both cars going up into the air and 
falling b^ck facing the opposite directions from which 
they h&d. been tr a veling m Five people were rushed off «. 
to the hospital and if they sur ived or not, I wouldn't know • 


Colonel Morris, of Ola ^ae's organiation, passed this 
way with his wife and aunt on Saturday morning at 20. I 
asked about the “ocltet and Ola Mae, observing 2 had 
not heard from them in sometime • on't worry about them," 
was his response, —" you'll be hearing from them whenever 
Ahdynmantosavetlilug .. He may. hav a point, the Colonel • 
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Monday, Nay 8th, 1962. 


Memorandum j 

•t a M 1 L li 'll! .» : 4\OU.f 3«- i’l 

Hot and humid until 4 when agust of high 
wind and a modest blanket of rain swept over the land¬ 
scape, bringing refreshment to the emerging seeds 
and cool ess that is pleasant to human beings but 
probably less invorating to the plants . 

It was an unexpected but delightful surprise 
to discover a letter from Lyme in today's 
post . 1‘he news about the impending visitation 
by the decorators is at once heartening and dis¬ 
heartening, for while I rejoice that the initial 
ge tyre, at least, appears to be on schedule, I be¬ 
moan the thought of the confusion that must 
be obtainingin little Miss Lee '3 
domain right now and I pray the Lord the 
business itselfmay be accomplished with neatness 
and dispatch and that the physical and emotional 
strains involved may not be too extended • If 

memory serves, there was a parallel but not precisely identical 
confusion rampant at this bend of the river a few 
months back, giving me some faint notion of the commotion 
that tonight characterises the situation in Lyme 
. and my sympathy in that direction is as genuine as 
anyone'3 can be who is t actually involved in 
the business at any given moment such as tonight 
is undoubtedly little Miss Lee's • 

>3 *53!0 -'3 . ; *- 

I wastouchcd by your request that a gesture be made 
in your behalf in the event our beloved girl 
t friend should eventually depart . Before re¬ 

ceiving this memo, you will already have 
received my air mail of last week about the closing 
of the book . I must tell you, however, 
that I did not send flowers although 2 must confess 
that I did take the liberty to include you in a plan 
I had to make a gesture of regard for aur lady 
of that nam.e . ,4s you will have gathered from 

my ^account of the confusion obtaining at the time of the funeral 
so that I did not attend, I realized there would be 
so many people making floral expressions that J felt 
you and I might very the custom a little which 

A. s 1T>T 

» / 55s ' II- ' I ' J ' : • '• \ -• ■ r 
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Tuesday, May 9th, 1951. 


might mean as much eventually as would have been our 

expression at a time when so many others were saying 

the same thing with flowers, Because the lady was so 

interested in religious matters, it seemed, to me 

at the time of her death that the flowers we had sent during 

her prolonged illness might already have carried 

their message and that it might be pleasing to 

the memory of the lady if we, in skipping the funeral 

wreath, invested our efforts instead in having a special 

Mass said for her by Father Callahan in the^Church 

where she and her daughter have been communicants for so lo g,, 

I 'phoned Father Callahan about this and he said he would like 

to come over and make plans for the service, 1 expect 

he will drop in one day thisweek and I 3hall work out 

a service which 1 trust will lend repose to the soul 

of the lady who needs no repose, having long since a ttained 

that status, I am sure, but which may afford solace to 

her fellow communicants or parishoners who may be present 

at the special Mass, Although it does appear a 

little unconventional for a couple of Protestants to 

be expressing themselves in such a medium, I have 

r , feeling Madam *egard might approve and I trust you don't 

mind if I have included you as co-sponsor with 

me in this gesture of farewell to our departed friend, 

Madam Regard loved flowers and during her long hospitalisation 
she received some from time to time from those who loved her, 
That there should 'have been mounds of them t her 
funeral is fitting but I honestly feel down deep in 
my heart that if one bouquet at the funeral had been 
withheld and in its place a special Mass substituted, 

I feel she would .have been equally pleased and, off hand, 

I cannot help believing you will concur with me, 

Tonight the St, Mathews graduating cla33 holds 
its prom and one result is that I am holding 
all my mail in today's delivery, saue the letter 
from Lyme, so that the secretaries could scamper off to 
what seems terribly important to them, as 
itldeed it must really be. How wonderful when,as 
in their tender years, tit a frolic is the biggest thing 
one can aspire to. 


Much more to chatter c bout but I shall 7 .+ 

S U^cirrJr i9ht ‘ Stnl 

»«* »« be .. . 


Memorandum : 

Curious weather, with a brilliant su?i that 
warmed nothing and a spanking wind that absorbed all 
the moisture our shower had dropped last evening, 

And what seems even stranger, plants such as roses, 

for example, stand still, which is to say, neither go forward 

or backward, in a temperature of 54, while last night 

the thermometer sagged to 52 and, during the night, a beautiful 

white gourd blossom, the first of the season, unfolded 

along the front gallery and it was all very odd but at 

the same time all very pleasant, 

All day my thoughts have tur ed toward Lyme, wondering 
how things were going while tonight I'm still wondering 
if little Miss Lee can find a place for a pillow 
on which to rest her tired head, I hold 
the thought .. 

Just as 1 arrived across the fe ce for 
9 o 'clock coffee, a car drew up containing one 
Me 2 Chaplin, making a courtesy call on mine hostess, She 
spoke of you and said some might pretty things withal to which, 
need I add, all those present added a profound Amen, 

Mine hastess presented me with a very pr-. tty 
shirt as a natal day greeting and at noon she and 
huer husband added a note of festivity by coming 
to dine at the big house and it was all very pleasant, 

K • * 

The post brought a greeting card from Baisey in 
tli^e Dell which was certainly unexpected, as I did not 
know she knew a o ut natal days and I had -not-teard from 
her in such a long time. The post also 
brought several letters, including one from 
Mi3S Dormon, expressing appreciation of the reference 
to her and her Briarwood in a recent Cane •‘‘iuer ^emo, 

Dot and 1 both got a surprise along about mid 
afternoon when I stepped out on the 'back gallery in 
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Wednesday, May 10th, 1951. 


no great hurry to see how some workmen on the bamboo hedge 
were getting along, Mot must have been taking a 
siesta although -i'm not sure peacocks take siestas 
at all. Be that as it may, loot's long train was 
somehow resting on the first step and I stepped 
squarely on it and Mot jumped forward and fell back 
while 1 stepped crooked and succeeded in releasing the bird 
without, i hope, causing ai y loss of feathers. 

At supper t ime tonight. Mot was putting on a one man 
parade in front of 7 ucca and I forgot to notice if 
there were any missing sections in the full spread fan. 
Since Rot folded up forthwith and came over to 
eat a nice warm biscuit out of. .my .hand, I take it 
the afternoon surprise didn t cause any hard feelings . 

A slight interruption between this 
paragraph and the above came in the form of 
a telephone call from x . S. »illard. 

I hadn’t r eal ized she was back from a BatonRouge 
and Mew rleans interlude although James had 
opined such a fact in his letter. On 
Sunday, when Blythe and °oan arrived, chey 
announced that one eason for their call 
was to try to persudde me to take them to 
call on II S, Hillard. 4 s already indicated, 

however, a trip to town on Sunday afternoon was 
not in the cards I held. Be that as it may, 

I. S.Willard remarked that she is planning to 
make a trip to Mew Orl % ea s with Kay on the 82nd 
to remain for several days. They plan to le a ve James 
at home. 1 didn’t ask what the girl 3 are up to but 
pe haps a new ward robe or some such 


And now 

next week. 

I knew.now 
confusion. 


must get busy and knock off a column for 

an idea. , And, I wi,3h 
ee fares tonight admist the 




Memorandum : 

■ihe beautiful weather was never so brilliant but, 
oddly enough, the thermometer is doing all sorts of 
un-May like tricks, sagging to 48 last night, which 
is no Way to make anything grow but, regardless of that, 
the gourd along the front gallery opened up another 
lovely white flower during the night. 

^ * *f ry - ^ *, s ! • r. ' | 

J had quite a full schedule for the day which kept me 
on the jump from 5 this morning until nearly 
9 tonight and although ^ feel a little 
sleepy, it's the type of weariness that 
is a ccompanied by the conviction that once I fold up, 

I shall rest with no end of completeness. 

. Father Calahan-dropped in to see me 
this afternoon and we attended to the business I 
mentioned regarding la Regard's memory. Four special 
Masses will be said at appropriate intervals, 
the ecise time to be worked out by the Reverend 
Father on consulting his calendar more 
carefully h t is would appear that they will be 
celebrated on the 3rd day of each succeeding month, the 3rd 
of May being the date of her taking up of 
her new existence. 

■Bhe local custom, —and it may be 
general, - is that notice is given from the pu$ it 
on the Sunday before whatever day of the week is service will 
b e heldand the name of the person or persons req nesting 
the Mass is o are mentioned and .a card 
is also sent to tite immediate members of the 
family which is a mere follow up since it is a ss umed 
that all good Catholics will have heard the announcement 
in Church anyway. 

» t 

Somehow I feel this gesture on .our part would have 
pleased our departed friend as much as anything we migltt 
havejattempted and instinctively 1 feel 
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your, too, will approve the handling of 
the matter. 

At coffee this morning, I mentioned 
to mine hostess that if it quite possible 
you, yourself, in view of domestic demands, may not 
have received the air mail prior to your withdrawal from 
contact with your usual news source and 
therefore it may well be that another week at 
least may elapse before direct communication is 
established but that in advance of your withdrawal 
you had spoke to me about certain matters in the event of 
a turn for the worse on the part of the patient. 

I did not make any reference to the way you and 1 proposed 
to handle our tribute to the lady and so, when she hears 
the announcement from the lips of the ■, 
priest in church, she will learn for the first time 
about that point • 

Betty Wurline, Carter, -Sodding's wife, is 
in town and wants to come down for an afternoon's chat 
although she is as busy a s a bee in town where she 
is scooping up research on El Camino Real. Evidently 
Hodding is going to try his hand at such a subject which 
ought to be quite a lap full • &he is going to 
borrow Thelma’s car and run down tomorrow, she hopes. 

She says her son is doing much of the editorial 
and news stuff for the^reenville paper, leaving one to 
conclude that perhaps Hodding is doing the business end and 
the major book writing She says her son is still 
talking about Cane iver-primitives of which he ha3 a few 
and that he has heard a bout the hana-oncs and is anxious 
to get over this way to have a look at them for 
himself. When Betty was secretary to 

Bernard Baruch, 3 lte probably was already in possession 

of gray matter thatwas worth while and 

although the Vurlines must have ample funds 

to employ other people to do their research for them, it 

is rather heartening to know that Betty, for one, at 

least, still likes doing such things. It is rather 

odd, 1 find, that Hodding didn't want her and wouldn't let 

her drive over to atchitoch s fromGreenville alone 

and insisted that she make the trip by bus, &o much 

more to chatter bout but I shall have to break off here, holding 

thought the confusion in Lyme may not be too titanic,,,,,, 





Thursday, May 11th, 1961, 


\ Memorandum : 

Fair and cool, 4 

Br ,Rabb, the Ghjreveport psychiatrist, came to see me 
about 5 o'clock this afternoon, Dr, R a bb is 

a nice person, sort of 55 -ish, and the reason for me remarking 

upon his age is based on the fact that he was here a month 

or so ago on a Saturday afternoon about 5 o'clock, bringing 

with him a lady and gentleman whom he introduced as his 

father and mother • L‘he introduction lingered on in my 

mind because his father looked 8 5 or 30 years older 

than he but his mother looked a Bou ten or fifteen 

years her son * s junior . M»d so today, when 

Dr, R a bb brought a lady with him, the lady looking 85 or 

thirty years his senior, she seemed more like 

a mo her of a 55 year old may shoulj seem, and 

in the role of his mama, she was much more convincing, 

vrom all this 1 take it Dr*R a bb's papa must have 

9 r? Ue o t'i r °u.'f 9h V ie divoric « mill and married a younger lady, giving 
Dr,Rabb therebye two sets of mamas • 





Dr, Rabb is taking an old house not too far 
from Hot Wells, i fewmiles ibove Alexandria where he 
will entertain some of his psychiatric patients which 
accounts for his frequent appeurances in this area. Twice 
before x ha s tried to persuade him to come at almost any 
other hour than f f ive o'clock supper time but 
thus far I haven t had any luck in convincing him that an 
other hour would be better. 


I had a few calls from town about 
Mr. cGrew, which some people seemed to like and 
some people resented because, as they read the piece, I was 
attempting to put their ancient lineage in the 
same category with Mr. GcGrew. One thing is certain, 
you can never anticipate what a reader's reaction will 
e and !,. for one, don't worry on that score. 


1 » t. 












f.M.i r 


It j 
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Friday, May 12th, 1961. 


Madam. Beaufort stopped in ye terday to pay a 
condolence cdl onCeleste. I did no see her. At coffee 
this morning, Celeste reported that la Beaufort ' s husband, 

C. Vernon Cloutier, is about to take off for a round at Mayo's. 
There's something wrong with his spinal cord and he is able 
to be out of bed for only 3 hours a day, and that must 
not be all at one time, —an hour and ’a half in the 
morning, crnd another like period in the afternoon. I 
gucs3 he is directing plan ation operations 
from such a restrictedhase of operations but 
I marvel that he can get anywhere under such conditions. 

I know not how many places he operates, aside from Beaufort, 

but I believe there are several, including the Typo 

place on which he still owes about a 

quarter of ; million, it is said. I should 

suppose such : state of 1 affiars might tend to 

slow la eaufort's activities down a little but I 

should be wrong in assuming such 

a Hug for, in reality, she is flying a. ound at 

as great a rate as ever and is at present making 3ome 

elaborate plans for • an extended frolic, it seems to me in 

Kentucky, or some such place, as soon as she~ and 

Vernon return from Mayo's. 

Quite a few distressed would-be purchasers of Cane River prim 
have Wailed in my direction during the past three days. They 
can't track down the artist who is spending the better part of 
this week visiting in town at the home^ of 
Mama Sugar Baby, sister of the a rtist s one time husband, 

Cleveland burden, who died several years ago. Mama Sugar 
B a by lives somewhere in town not too far from where Pa, — 

Joe Ben Metoyer, lives and the artist is still nut 3 about 
no-account Pa and Mama Sugar Baby encourages the romance • 

I continue receving expressions of amazement from 
fr nds of the folks across the fence, puzzled as 
are so many people that none o. the fan ily contacted me 
on the ^ay *ddam ‘Regard died.As for myself, I'm 



Memorandum : 


Cloudless and warmer. 

I had quite a few calls today, some from 
people I know, some from people unknown to me. 

Hie point of the calls from the latter and from one 
or two of the former, was to say they had enjoyed 
Mr, McGrew and naturally I was pleased. 

» 

yiic call tfJas from Thelma who said she was 
cal ling as President of the Hysterical Ladies and a friend, 
and that she wanted to talk about next year's or rather this 
year s Christmas gift from ,the Lemee folks. It 
seems that, for what reason, 1 cannot imagine, some¬ 
body expressed the opinion that T ought to attend the final 
symposium of the national. Foundation, holding a two 
day session on October 2.5±h at which time there will 
be morning and afternoon conferences at The*hadows, dinners 
at the Country Club and finally a champagne bottle broken 
ante bellum mansion when it will be declared 
officially established as a shrine in perpetuity. It 
Wa f, the concensus of opinion among those present that as 
a Christmas gift this year, it would be nice to invite me 
and that -l might travel by myself, if I preferred, or accompany 
helma, oohn and possibly one or two others from 
this section of the State. I didn't respond 
negatively but merely accepted tentatively. I 
suppose how the thing got started m a y have been based 
on a project envisioned by the Board of the national 
foundation which wanted somebody to make some sort of 
g dedicatory speech. Well, at the moment, 

October 25th seems a long way off and I reserved 

the right to give a final answer sometime during the summer. I 

thought, however, that the gesture was ve y kind. 


sympos 


1 went to the store this afternoon to attend to something 
or other and was surprised and pleased to see Mrs.Combs there. 


too 
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Sunday, May 14th, 1961. 



. J invited her to take a turn in the 
gardens and wa3glad she accepted as it gave her an 
opportunity to relate no end of adventures and mis¬ 
adventures. that have been hers during the past year or two,—— 
hospitalisations and the Lord knows what all. I 
thought she looked grand but her propensity for 
spinning off volumes without s carcely s topping 
indicates the highly nervous condition that has always been 
hers ip 3till with her, 1 am glad, however, that 
she is feeling pretty . well and is ble tobe at her 
Welfare work again, She had much to say about the 
growth and expansi ?! of plants she had been offered 
in years gone bye from this bend of the river and everyone 
says the C'ombs property is one of the prettier in 
town, 


. Carmen called me sometime during the day to report 
that she had had a response from Mr, Hodges, in 
pursuance of her recent letter to him, telling him of 
the restoration project the Natchitoches Episcopal Church 
is currently engaged in and asking him for a contribution, 

J -t seemes he is at present engaged in re—arranging 
hi s assets and that possibly he may take up the matter 
with her later in the year. In short, 

Carmen didn't get to first base. Personally, 

1 thought she was ill-advised, —she had advised 

herself, to approach him on such a matter. Before sending 

her letter to him, she had called me to a 3 h me for sungestions 

as to phraseology but she obviously didn't want 

qny advise as to whether the letter should have been written 

in the first place. 

Natal day greetings continue to arrive from unexpected 
places, some quite remote, I haven t heard from the Ngcket and 
otei^ 93 - minh t F be d ascvib£d as one^. reason _ Smile, 

at MHfmw'j 


issume^remoteness mitoh 
jnd with.tonight being 
holding the thought tfl 
order may 


be restored and 


find myself 
Miss Lee 


may 


be bble to c atch her breath before a new week begins 


Memorandum • 

• , 

Cloudy pud warm • 

It has been such a pleasant, quiet week end 
hereabout, I have found myself constantly wishing I 
might cut it in two and share it with little Miss Lee, 

. I f' n d myself wondering from minute to minute if "the sack 
of Rome" was achieved by Friday and if that meant the balance 
» of the week was spent in pushing things. b a ck. into shape 
a gain or i , and 1 hope this wasn't the case, 
things weren't finished and one has been forced to 
navigate among the confusion that such under¬ 
takings inyar iably be-get, 

James called last night, in quite a gay mood. 

He said he and Kay wanted to lioish me Mother's May greetings, 
what with all the little grandchildren I currently have 
to my credit . We had quite a nice chat and then Kay and 
t J had o 9° a t things # She was as sweet as ever but 
obviously she had Monday on her mind when she will be 
having another se33ion with her surgeon to explore if 
another operation will be necess ry, If so, she plans to 
, Make another little round up this way, —she and 
' J ames together t before going either to Charleston 
for surgery or to Mayo's, If she doesn't have to 
have another operation, they will be coming up in June regardless, 

fci l «J‘ 

Thelma called again this morning, saying 
Mrs • H odd iiig^ar te r wanted to come down so badly this fternooon 
and that worked out very nicely, for there w ere 
five in the party, helma and John, their daughter, Jo.net, with 
a boy-friend from L olorado Springs, and Betty Carter, The 
young J oiks are in love, J gathered at first contact, and 
so it was an excellent opportunity for them to 
Stoll about the gardens, ^helma and John doing the 3 ame thing 
and Betty and I, with everybody talking a mile a 
minute tojiis companion, 

• i'VV 

Betty is the type whom one ha3 known forever sq that 
talk was easily picked up from a number of years back when 
we h a d last seen ,e a oh other, I told her frankly that I 
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was curious to know how she found Bernard Baruch as a person with 
whom one was associated as intimately as she during the time 
the Second"orld War was on and she was his private secretary . 

She said he was perfectly wonderful, always so courteous and 

considerate • At the time she w as with him, he was 

renting one of the *uggenheim places out on Long Island 

and he did most of his,work there, which was a perfectly 

lovely place to labor, She said his mind was the keenest 

of cn y person she ever knew . He believed in working from 8 until 

11 in the morning and from 2:30 until 4 in the afternoon. Invariably 

at 4, he would say : nl here's no point in attempting anything 

more today ......besides, it's already the cocktail hour." 

l % 

She said there was a young lady on his staff at the time 
who had a husb a nd oversears in the military. 1 he young 
lady, like Presidents, sought, wisdom from Hr .Baruch. This 
youhg person told Hr. Baruch quite frankly that although 
she loved her husband dearly, she had to confess shewa s 
almost on the verge of having a romance with a young 
manin the neighborhood and wondered what 3he 
should do. ■ l he elder statesman responded that 
if she should be untrue to her husband during his absence, 
she would never forgive herself and if she denied herself 
the romance with the other person, she would never forgive 
herself either, so she might just as well go ahead and decide 
which she would-r^gret the more for the rest of her life. 

It sounds alittle like a Delphic oracle speaking and 
Betty never did know which route of the young lady 
finally took. With difficulty I restrained myself if 
the name o the young lady seeking wisdom could possibly 
have been named Mrs. Hodding&arter.. 

* 

It was about a year ago I was writing a column 
under some such title as Weekend of Friday the IZth or some such. 
Simply b changing a few names, L might us« almost 
the same mast head this year for, even as in 1860, so in 1961, 
so many people seem to have gone on to their 
final rest, including G. Cooper inCalifornia, and 
Julie prudhomme in Louisiana.I suppose next 
Thursday's Enterprise will speak o Miss Julie. She lived 
in the charming brick house in town where, in years gone 
bye, her uncle, Lestan Prudhomme, diariast, 
and lived and died. and so the week end passes and 
may there be profound peace .in Lyme........ 




Dazzling with blue and gold was today's 
appearance of the world, new washed by an inch and a half 
of rain during the. night, moisture the dry 
earth absorbed greedily as vegetables on one side of the 
fence and rows of cotton on the other perked up 
out of th$ ground wonderfully. 

I was five minutes ahead of J. H , ai\d the clerk 
at supper tonight and during that interim, the grape¬ 
vine crackled impressively. "hat it had 

to report was that on Saturday afternoon in Alexandria, one 
of Dan's daughter$3 shot a boy in the eye. 1 believe he has 

three daughters, perhaps aged 8, 9 and lo but 
f don't f^now .their ages precisely although it would 
seem they are rather immature to be 
using fire arms. 

I was sorry to le am on tonight's new3 of the 
newest racial scuffling, this time going on in 
Alabama, having to do with bus service, around 
Aniston whence cometh the D ormon kinery, and 
in Birmingham. The pro Soviet newspapers 

around the world are thu3 provided with another fine handout 

of anti-Western propaganda while at 

%he same time, the Louisiana story which the 

Saturday Evening Post had tentatively scheduled for 

May or June will, as a result, probably be put back 

on the shelve again — indefinitely if no p rmanently. 

- t t 

I guess Louisiana, in spite of K 

its hill billy Legislature and its hill billy 
electorate, is still ahead of Mississsippi and Alabama. 

A case in point is the fact that Sunday afternoon, 
between 5 and 8, an open air Catholic service 
was held in town in which a youth of color, 
a resident of the tqwn, said his first Mass. 1 he sermon 
was delivered by a local white youth, Father 
Cloutier. .Vow the Cloutiers number un^ong 3ome 

. '-S' . *4 ' «. 
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P, S, —just as i was folding this memo, 
Mr, Walker called to say the Harold Martin 
article about Louisiana, would appear in 
the Saturday Evening Post, under date 
of May 27 th, released on May 23rd. 
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Tuesday, May 16th, 1961, 



of their kinsmenn, the hardest die-hards in 
the community and yet one o the members of their 
clan is participating in an important way in 
a religious service with a person of color. As a 
matter of fact, Father Cloutier is a nephew of 
Mr, and Mrs, Ci Vernon Cloutier of Beaufort and ieth must 
be just about standing on her head over yesterday's 
services • She will be coming to see me one of these 
days and as our sittings are always a success simply 
because I flatten her out before she begins tearing 
people to pieces and it will be 3uch a pleasure to 
toss her nephew into her lap at the out-set . Smile, 



thanks to last night's rain, neither hay could be 
baled nor cotton hoed today and so I got a couple 
o helpersbecause there is always much to be done 
in the gar dens, egarless of effects of the previous night 
weather Today 's ass is tants included a couple 
of oldsters who fell to talking about how 
few Post Offices are to be found a bout’the country, in 
contrast to former times and they mentioned 
one that used to function on Little River, of all 
places, which is certainly remote for a Post Office, 
Although he has been dead for some years, I 
once knew the Postmaster of that Po 3 t Office, 
although today wasthe first time I had ever learned of 
its existence, fo the Post Office, like its Post¬ 
master, has long 3ince vanished I know 
not why but 1 was enchanted with the name of 
this one time point on the map, now all but forgotten, 
somehow it 3eems like such a logical name somehow for 
a Louisiana Post Office and migh do nicely in 
any other JState although I must confess I have 
never heard of such a place name. Perhaps 
I like it 30 much because it is the name of one of my 




Memorandum : 

Another perfect and withal so ideal that 
everybody got lost in the cotton and hay fields and 
I never did bump into an assistant 
in the horticultural section at all, 

/■ . 

As folded yesterday s memo, I noticed two or 
three lines at the bottom of one of the sides of the page 
had been written over. As I recall, 
along about that place in the memo 1 was talking 
about a post office that used to be on the plantation, 
carrying the name of fJola, F 0 r dL 1 I 

know* lots' of States may have a Hola post office, just as 
a baker '3 dozen and more hagse such a name as 
Melrose but 1 never happened to hear of any 
place named Hola before, and somehow it seems like 
.such a natural name for Louisiana, —Hola, Louisiana, 
or, if a b brieviated, Hola, La,,, ’Which seems to 
hold some possibilities and I can only regret that Lol these 
Many years, we have been without any Hola since 
the local one was consolidated or simply eradicated, 

% t- 

I was interested tonight in listening to 
all the free advertisement Life Magazine for this 
coming week's issue, —this week's rather, —the 19th, 

Was getting from the net works, ‘1‘he exerpts from the 
Sherman Adams memo ires seems to have turned the 
advertising advantage for Life he news quotes 

Mr, Adams as saying that President Risenhower Was unhappy to find 

himself surroun'did by so many ultra Conservatives 

of theRepublican Party, and eveti at one time considered 

forming a new party that would feature the 

more liberal wing of the C. 0, P, I have no doubt 

this is true but, oddly enough, I can't ever recall 

having chanced to notice that Mr, Eisenhower did anything 

in public or in print to indicate 

discomfiture with his i ssociation with the old die- 
hards, He is reported as havin been depressed when 


like 
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l* “If* «./((,, PreViLnl’Y, °T, V' ds ‘ Sofehom 

»“ P0U**£?.{£!% IfTsd 0 :“ V“J*’W *’> 

^^i£“iH 1 L££r at - ~~ 

-f don't know why A shnuiri h . 

I mas wildly 30 the surprised but 

Planning to run again as^head n f/V*™* 6 that J » H. 

Uns area . Vainly have r t^ J ° f R * E * A • *» 
that he would gradually /linltiVh*! ■ tUe past moni; fia 
'lu££ a Ud bUt UiS U dlt 5 Mnb ^slHp 

l* 0 « a a j> 0 Mt Ue silt of June or l” B ‘ A * election 

l f to Pennsylvania for some lort^of* 11 “ <lfc £ tlie bankers 
Much sounds much like slowing doin aty". *** ^ ° f 

wrote him 8Uch d nice'' let’f* 198 '* 6 1 3 si . sters 
^id a ' S r dSa l U * hotU ex P r 3 e s r s 3 ing / n 1 0 1 ° Win9 their 

couI°/h a ?e dtnVmTe fTl 9 ' d * ha * no real s °” 

Both sisters came he/e this^t* 9 ^ Uat Uer son-in-law 
visit with Celeeste, and ! 'tit™ 0 ™/ 01 ' an overnight 

am ^?X r l 2 r PerS ° }l J “W " 9 

b o acct^th^T:!SZIti' 0 ” ■«* 

"one of them are so haply ^ 5? I, Speed sinc « 

. . PPy aS tUe V tU *V ore not together 

been painting** Window s*ad« M Say Slie fiad 

some cotton Dirk inn Suede that included a fun*m 7 

*• ;*VP.J.?‘Si.^*.SK o cPured h0 tl U ‘ 9 a, ‘ d “ Culil. 

just about the thina fi{*“■,+ ° Ure - d to me that it might h* 

n miti* 


..i.iTe it dr i. 0 a nvt* +Un + 
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Wednesday, Hay 17th, 1961. 

t » 


Memorandum: , 

A das sling summer's day • 

* ‘ 

Even as everyone else, I am forever being 
astonished that even as a slight 
difference in physical temperatture can effect 
the human being so mightily, so equally can 
what to many might seem of nothing worthy of notice 
can perk up the spirit remarkably • And 1 thought 
of this phenomenon today when, quite by chance,-, 
when passing by the northwast corner of Yucca, hard by 
the double doors of the place giving on the white garden, 

I started to bend over to pick up what I took to be 

a spotted gray piece of paper when I drew back my hand just 

in time to avoid frightening Dash, obviously engaged in 

hatching a nest of eggs. I.must say the female ~ 

peacock was wonderful protective coloration and nobody has been 

able to discover where she has been setting • I am 

naturally telling none of the white folks about my 

discovery fo too many of them would have to investigate to 

find out precisely on how many eggs Dash is currently parked, etc., etc 

I shall open a faucet just a little near by the nest so 

that Dash will not have to travel far for-a drink and it will be 

easy to drop a biscuit in the g neral neighborhood 

so s t he will not h a ve to search far for provender. I 

don't ever recall having seen newly hatched peacocks which 

probably look like newly hatched turkeys and perhaps I 

shall not get a chance to do so on this go-round either but 

I am holding the thought that the nest may not be violated this year 

b an old armadilo or some such. 

After adding a post■ script to last night's memo, 1 sealed 
the letter jus* as .inn lilli^ms called about 
theSaturday Evening Post article for H a y 87th • ^he said 
that as Secretary to the^hamber of Commerce, she had been 
dialing me all evening without success in reaching me • 
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Thursday, May 18th, 1961. 


J'or some reason, no lear to me, ^hcSaturday Evening Post has 
in mind to present the Mayor of Natchitoches who is RayScott, 
to 0 • M* Williams and to me a leather bound copy of the May 27 
issue at ceremonies in town where cameras would record the 
festivities. I didn t say I would make it. :L hen, today, I 
received an invitation to break bread with the Rotary Club at 
their next Tuesday luncheon at 12 noon, —Ann's 

invitation having been for 2 in the afternoon. Ann explained that 

it had been decided, —probaly by her husband. Jack, that 

the Rotary luncheon would be just the right affair for the festivities 

of presentations to take place. Jack is probably 

right from the u otary point of view but not being a member of the 

Rotary, and having no intention of pushing grandma out of 

the window to attend any. of the local 

gatherings ,^I shall probably, appoint somebody to 

serve as proxy to accept my copy for me, 7hy the public 

relations of the Post should be making all this hoop-la about 

nothing, cannot imagine. 


'This morning j coffee-ed with the three sisters across the 
.fence and it was very pleasant. You will be as m mused as 
wa i s * wl \ en Celeste mentioned, obviously without ever dreaming 
n+i- 1 1 • °f the persons, that somebody had said a non- 

^atholic or two h a d engineered Masses for their mother which 
they .gill thought perfectly remarkable and didn't 
I think so, too, I allowed as how I had 

never heard of such a thing and let the conversation buss on 
to other matters. All three ladies are, without knowing it, 
heading in for quite a start one of these days 


1 d° n * r e oall if 1 mentioned the Eldorado, Arkansas Episcopal 
head of that faith was here a month or two b a ck, along with his 
wife, 1 learned today their three year old daughter 

hasn t^been talking any of late and hasn't been growing any. Endless 
tests failed to discover the cause until the mother 
chanced to see the little girl swallow a little chip of 
paint from the window sill Eurther tests were made 
and it appears the child has been nibbling chips of paint 
for some tim$ and that the lead contained therein has settled 
in the brain ai\d all sorts of dreadful potentials are in the offing. It 

sU mtgU ftaue ftulcl rZT.ff™ 0 "’ Ut al °"' 


KM 
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Memorandum: 

*ull summer. 

• 

L he best news coming to hand today is to be found in 
a letter from ^ames, one of the rare letters referring to 
Kny's recuperation. I a m so delighted 
to know that at long last the hip is healing and 
that she doesn't have to. undergo further surgery. I 
must say this news not only delights me but surprises me 
too, for all that has gone before in that problem 
somehow suggested that she might well have to 
get accustomed to crutches for such 
an indefinite period and, --and this proves how 
wrong ± was, —I envisioned a further s et-b a ck as 
a Result of all the exercise she took when at Hodges gardens . 
But perhaps excerci3e was exactly what she needed and 
now that all in proceeding in the right direction 
perhaps her return to normalcy may proceeed at 
an even more rapid pace, 

I. E.Willard 'phoned tonight, having 
received the glad tidings by today's post and wanting 
to share it with me. *- > he says she leaves 
Sunday forB a ton Rouge for a check-up 

on her own hook and on Tuesday will proceed to Hew Orleans 
with,K a y for a few days s Lay at the Monteleon. 

■ L he 1.3, u illard call came through about 
20:30 tonight, in pursuance of a couple of calls 
made earlier wl^ich didn t get through 3 imply 
because I wasn t at home until after 10, 

At coffee this morning with the three 
sisters, I was asked to join them for supper 
with J, H,, Eleanor a nd Don Worsley and 

five year old child and Father ^ouvian, or some such name. 

It w s said we would sup at 6:30, an hour later 
than we usually sup on this side of the fence. 

It was really a dinner that was served, but there 
were drinks served before we gathered at the board and I 
reckon it was nearer 8 o'lock than 6:30 when we finally 
sat down, I arose from the table a little after 10 
but nobody else, on withdrawing to the living room, 
seemed to demonstrate any thought of folding up, _ ex¬ 

cept J. d. w ho appeared to me as being ready to cj. 1 it 
-a day at any time. 
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I thought both the lady doctor and her hu3band looked 
just fine but I thought their child should h ve been 
left at home, x he lady doctor told me that next week 
they are going down to the coast for four days or so, °he s 
provides an opportunity for Don and Desiree to bathe 
in the *ulf and gives her an opportun ty to 
remain in bed much of the time, doing embroidery 
or whatever, having all her meals in her room and thus 
getting a lot of concentrated rest which she says she 
relishes thoroughly, In view of her tremendous 
expenditures of energy when at Natchitoches, attending 
to her unending practice, I should well imagine a 
vacation on the Gulf C oa Q-t t utterly secluded, ought to 
be just the proper thing 

I am happy to report that three mama wrens 
are obviously having luck with their 
three sets of little ones, with much food 

being carried to the opening in the three respective gourds 
where the youngsters seem to keep each mama "oiseau 
de. bon-Nieu" busy-busy, I notdce they 

keep the youngsters on a balanced diet, what with biscuits a 
tiny pieces of s.take, placed each morning and evening 
on the bench on the front gallery, plus bugs from the 
gardens and, oddly enough, petals from 
the whi e flowering pomegranate, I don't ever 
remember having seen birds include petals from any 
flower in the diet for, their little ones although 
Ido recall often having seen a hen lead her 
br by chicks into a petunia bed where all present got mighty 
busy on giving the petuniis a thorough working over, 

With better sense than human beings, the martins and 
the snow birds have worked out a live and 

let live policy at hana where, after some scuffling, the fe 
citizens have divided up the housing facilities, the martins 
occupying all the ppartments in two of the bird house, 
the snow birds taking over the oth-r boo hou 3*3 

to everyone's ipo.i~ mt satisfaction an’ no more sc pffling 


Bell i i 


oecane 


n r* . ’ •ur e, 'ccdvrck'-' i :■ living in b 
just be hind*hana and the other day paid me 
a visit inside the house where was doing some work, 
is so pleasant to h c ve them q bout and I’m so glad the 
happy *enks aren ti round to faal out death and 
destruction, a nd now, what wi.th the hour advancing, I 
must call it a day xtnd get some shut-eye acains-,. 


It 

trigge ; 
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Friday, May 19th, 


&*<*!} 

1951 • 


Memorandum : 

» 

Another lovely summer's day with, the thermometer in 
the upper 80's in daylight hours and in the 70's undeer the stars, 

I did not coffee with the three ladies 
across the fence at 9 this morning because they 
had taken off for Mansura around 7:50, I should 
have bedden the two sister goodbye last night, had 
I known they were departing so early this morning. One 
really doesn t have to advertise such departures 
ahead of time since automatically I become 
Master of the Hound when the hound's mistress departs 
t us, t is thought she will be returning 
sometime during the week end I c m not interested 
in discussing mere courtesy and am happy to 
rejoice in the fact that j, H, will be gracing the table 
at the big house while his wife is away, 

Mrs .Walker called me rather early 
this morning to invite me to dine with them and their guest 
tonight, the gust being Betty Wurline Carter, 

I expressed my apjr eciation for the invitation but 
explained I h a d over-filled my social 
butterfly quota last night and just couldn t take 
another so soon afterward. 


Mrs .Walker 
residence 


■tomorrow noon, everybody seems to be 
luncheoning some place or other in town, 
reported she is dining at the President's 
on Northwestern campus with Ihelma while Carmen 
called to say she was. among those invited to 
eat steak with the Governor at the'Iown House at noon. 

It seems^ there is an excellent reason for s teaks being the rcsistei 
piece since the Governor suffers from ulcers of the stomach or somt 
and steaks are one of the few things that he is 
permitted, I don't care oik what 
I fare, just so long -as I don't have to 
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Sunday, May 21st, 1961, 


chase to town todo it, 

I was impressed along bout sundown tonight 
when I noticed the little black hen and the two tinier white 
bantams h c ve dserted their favorite m ' lZe 

roosting place in the nandtna hedge at the west 

[ u ? Ca a " d rejected the grandiflora magnolia 
on the it south side of the house, towering a bvoe 
the big old sugar pot, hat they should have 
chosen such situation seems natural enough 

bVtlt*l 3 ' fUl + 1V aS . secure a P^ c e for nocturnal rest 
tut at the same time, it is in closer proximity 

to tic ducks and geese and I believe most domesticated feathered 
V'Wexperience a feeling of greater contentment if they 
lodge fairly close to each other, I still J V 

maruel that these little chickens, not much bigger than 
canaries, fly so high and with such remarkable skill 
a»»d apparent ease, 

_ va conti " ues complaining, day and night, that Dash 
fc ys him no attention and temporarily does not 

S /nt r n V, bed , with ,him, high a top the pi cane tree, 
for Dash has her mind glued on more pressing 
matters and only once have I seen her 

U P nest in the butterfly lilies 

beside the °h a pel to gr„b at 

a piece of biscuit and then scuttle 

back to keep the eggs in her nest nice andwarm. 


their tempo. 


IfUngs at ttaafort seam to be stepping up their tempo. 

Vernon s mama, in her 80 s, who lives at 
Oaklawn which used to be Cashmere, fainted when 
reaching up to put something on a shelf, falling back 
and sitting down very hard on hips without aJiy padding, 

Beth and Vernon went to visit her at the hospital and 
in Vernon s presence, Beth said she i& getting tired 

0 /orm eUer 9 ° lH9 anywhere, —where have 1 heard that phrase be- 

e i " and announcing that her next husband is going to be a 

Ind least ° au 30 to parties and swing out with her 

for vtw?iVern e o,r r n*°%rt{ elt f T ^ced for her and might sorry 
jor v ernonvernon and Beth go to Mayo’s this weekend in y 

see about his Parkingson disease and the broken bone in his soinal 
column. And, as for me, at this point, Vm going spinal 

to fold up,,,,,,, a j 


Memoandum j 


Pure summer. And, especially today, I am holding 
the thought it may be just like that, too, all 
the way from Lyme to Long Island and back again, 

Saturday brought such a dandy surprise via the post. 

It is so good to know that the fall ofRome has been surmounted 

and that little Miss Lee is out from under the impedimenta 

once more, I have no dou t such major 

undertakings prove themselves wiroth it, —once 

the task has been achieved, -- but, brother, I view 

the effort expended merely in contemplating the business 

to be sufficiently enervating to make one almost 

resist the beginning, 

Mow much like little ^iss Lee to have sent along 
her share for the Regard memorial which I thought 
1 had already taken care of, Tou will be interested 
to learn in connection with t,he memorial of this nature that 
rates seem to vary in different places, as between this 
bend of the river and town, and that the variations 
are also graduated in a single institution, what with one 
type of service being so much and another type something else. 
Interestingly and surpri singly enough, the rates 
seem to be more moderate in town than in the coun ry but 
1 didn't c.sk why For this neighborhood 
there is one type of a very superlative order, 1 am 
told, at five dollars a throw and little Miss 
Lee and Lestan requested four, to be carried out 
at whatever time seemed most appropriate to the local Reverend 
Fathers,, I believe it is the custom to reserve 
one person to sponsor a single M a ss and I have no 
doubt ya an announcement concerning same will be 
forwarded to little Miss Lee from Grandpcrc 1 s sanctum 
shortly, 

• • 

The grapevine mentioned that this morning some reference 
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Monday, M a y 22nd, 1961, 


was made at one or another of the sever 1 services held on the 
Sabbath morn but I shall probably hear more about 
that later, , 

t 

The account of the-appearance of the parkway 
sounded so wonderful, I am especially glad to 
know- bout the dogwood blossoms, having forgotten just when 
they reach the Lyme rea, I w,.is- impressed a couple of 
weeks after their departure from here that they were :reported 
in a Kentucky bo/eadcast as having advanced that far and ow 
they are spilling their snowy lovliness over 
the seaboard and x 'm delighted to know you got 
a chance to glimpse them, 

Blythe and d oan passed this w a y this afternoon, Blythe 
said one of her so»3 had seen the Post article and reported the 
picture of the artist w a s so small it could be seen with 
difficulty but you will have seen for yourself ere this 
reaches your true hand, 

Blythe brought so grand food for tonight's midnight 
snack and some rare plants for my gardening efforts to 
transplant on the morrow. She hurt her knew or has rheumatism or 
something and so walkd aa little more slowly 
than formerly, 

y neighbor returned from Mndsur a and 
reports having had a darling time all around, 

• 

1 • StiVilh rd reported b 'phone thatafter she and 
Kay have spent a few days in New rleans, Kay 
and James will make a round up this way and thence to 
Oxford, Miss,, and so on, and that o?i June 
16th, Kay will fly to the Bluff for a prolonged 
visit. Much more to say but this must be all for the 
moment. My weekend has been so happy, thanks to the 

1101HQ + 7*r> m T.inm m 


Memorandum : 

Jumnmer of the hot and humid variety, 

i'/ith all the hoe hands scattered through the cotton 
fields, I am hoeing on my own hook and dripping 
tons of weight as the sweat rolls earthward, 

Tliis is the time of year when 1 probably take more baths 
in a day that most people take in a week, I like to swing 
the hoe about 4:30 and plunge through a tub before breakfast. 
Before 9 o'clock, 1 like to do the wame thing, and at 10, 2 a 
a ain at 7, 


and 4 and 


tins afternoon about 5, 1 had just emerged from my tub and 
decided before putting on a shirt, 1 would round up the 
ducklings and the bamtams, and so, draping a bath towel a bout 
my shoulders to catch some of the continuing persperation 
that was dripping from my perruke, I ventured out. 
to give the little feathered ones some supper when, lol, 
a lady appeared whose identity 1 could not determine at first 
glance, what with all the moisture dripping from the 
eyelashes, 

It turned out to me the lh ocket, no less, 

Jhe had only 10 minu es, she said, as she had to be inBatonRouge 
within an hour and a quarter, which oought to be 
quite an accomplishment if realised, —a couple of hundred 
miles }n 85 minutes, 

^ waglad she had h rought some ice cream which 
we sampled as we collapsed on the dufo in front of 
a big fan, She said shewas going to New rleans 

and thought she woyld. sub-let her apartment, I thought she haddone t 
already. She didn t have ,.n y movies to make at the moment and 







*BJ l * 


thought she w ould do some articles and that struct me as 
being a good.idea* didn t know about entertaining her 

nephew throughout the summer as in years gone bye and thought 
perhaps he might do well to get some gainful employment for 
this year before going to Bailor next semestre * # thought that 

an excellent idea, too, 

She said she had talked with a arnett A ane recently 
and he had tpld her of several rather large publication 
projects that, because of the racial rumpus, various publishers 
had had to shelve. Among these, it sterns that Holiday had made 
elaborate preparations last autumn to do a •bang up issue under the 
title of Hew rleans. Carefree City of America, in which the whole 
issue would be exclusviely devoted to the Crescent City, They 
spent a ton of money of color stuff and had some notable 
contirbutors of articles, then ame the Hovcmber racial flare- 
up and the whole Hmday effort had to tossed into the trash 
heap* with a loss of untold thousands, 

7/arren had se?it me some color shots that the*’ocket had done 
of the u hana interior and 1 gave hese to her when she 
asked if 1 had anything for magazine material . ^ reckon 

she will neveruse them but they were hers to begin with and 
Warren should have sent them to her and not to me in the 
first place, 

. Q ^ e,. • *’ 

And so the.~15 r minute period was up and 
the lady headed out forBaton^ouge or where ever, She said she 
had talked to ■ihelma and J ohll at theHodges estate recently and 
the three of them had decided it would be nice if some 
Sunday Thelma and a onn u ould pick me up and 

whisked the three of use to u ldBonita to spend a 
leisurely Sabbath with the xi ooket, She raid the A ysers liked the 
idea dnd told her I thought that would be just fine, knowing 
perfectly well the A ysers will never getaround to that, although the 
rashing up and donw the road is just what 
they like best. 



I am sleep which, in part, accounts for the dullness 
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Tuesduy, Hay P.Zri, 2962. 


Memorandum: 

Cloudy, hot and humid until 4 when a mild thunder storm, 

, lasting a couple of hours, dropped an inch of rain which 
tne planters and pecane grower didn t want but which 
I liked very much, 

t, 

■the radio station called me at one o’clock 
to invite me to a roundt a ble discussion a bout 
local items appearing in the Saturday 
Evening Post, The invitation wasprefaced by 
■ ;i apology from Mayor Scott for having failed to contact 
me as to the hour, I suggested the Secretary 
of the hamber of Commerce, —Ann Britton, serve in my stead and 
the suggestion was accepted. 

The conference was t\.ped. The 

Houston Post representative, y a ck Morgan, presided and those 
Participating were the Mayor,, J, H.Hlli a ms and Ann, 
it fell to Ann to tell something a bout me along about 
the middle of the interview pud, then, toward the close, some¬ 
thing a out la Hunter and how she s got started in her painting, 

I though Aim handled the busiess with grace and J 

charm, A leatherbound copy of the Post was presented 
to the Mayor and to J, ", Williams by Mr. Morgan who 
saio that since it had been impossible for me to be present, 
my copy would be forwarded to me. As I had had 
no intention of attending the conference anyw. y, I felt 
especially indebted to the M a yor for having failed 
to issue an official invitation, providing me therebye with 
more time to swings hoe at mid day and the physical leisure 
oj listening to the doings from the quiet of my boudoir 

evening without ever having had to pull up and down 
*the big road. 

Talk continues in the eulm of State politics 
and it seems pretty well established that “useel Long 
W lZ 1 run ,J° Govern or in 1964 and that Sylvan Friedman 
°J ayou - atchez will be his running mate. As theSenator 
j rom this district, Sylvan demonstrated his political 
endowments on la3t Saturday when Jimmy D c vis and 
other officals dined at the own House to which 
fifty ts had been invited, —the majority of them 

politicians or political appointeees of soant importance. Instead 
of fifty attending, one hundred twenty five people 
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showed up • 3via.ll tables for four were used for the dinner 

and 3yiunn introduced each diner to the <?o ernor simply by having 

each rise at his particular table when his name was mentioned. 

What was rather remar a kable c bout the performance 

was the fact that Sylvan, at the u overnor's table, called out the 

name of every individual present, selecting the four at one table 

and then the four at another and so all around, in each case, 

without any sort of memorandum, giving the name and initials 

of the person and whatever job he held. It seems to me 

this would be quite an accomplishment of the memory to thus 

summon up the names and jobs of fifty who had been expected, but 

to expand it to IS5, —just slap off 

the bat, seems to me quite a fine example of this 

particular politican's memory 'for names and 1 do believe 

that this i3 about the. only, —but obviously qi ite 

adequate, claim for -qualification for holding pu'lic 

officSu the home front, plantation operations 

are going full tilt, pecane spraying to the tune of 

thousands of trees, cott n hoeing in acres of 

unnumbered hu)idred&., cattle operations 

beyond my grasp, wiiic is just another way 

of saying that ° . H. is working about 

16 hours a day, all of which, of course, is 

at the same time amazing and foolhardy. Add to the 

concentration on usiness maters the fact that 

he is giving considerable thought to 

Joe, Dan and Si3ter and their various 

adtivities, and* you have quite a load for 

a man with a heart condition to carry. I 

believe the Shreveport schools graduate their students 

this week which means lister s daughter 

will be finishing nigh Shcool. After that, 

one as8Ujnes, we shall be honored more frequently 

with visitations from that direction. At supper, ° . 3. 

expressed his wonder at what Dan is'up to, as he hadn't put in 

a» appearance for several days. In the mean time, 

Joe 13 threatening to start building his house in town and 

that means that everybody in the r arish will sooner or 

later be tangled up in one aspect or another 

of the troubles he will encounter.. So things 

spin j nd so I continue sticking to my own hoeing, trying 

to find some virtue, at least, in keeping out from under foot. 

;*/*« enclosures speak for themselves and, a s I 
recall, there isn t anything of especial interest but 
the several notes^will give you an opportunity to 
glimpse at what turneth around' and j bout .......... 




Memorandum : 

Cloudy,humid and hot. 

I knocked off a column last night but 
was so sleepy I couldn t think of anything to write about 
except writing a column. *nd so I called the 
thing "Amateur Invitation" a nd a n sure it wasn't 
worth the paper on which it was penned. 

But I felt rested enough when 4120 arrived 
this morning and Iwas delighted to make the 
most of the softness of the good earth, thanks to the 
shower of the previous night, and so went to 
wedd weeding the Chana garden at a 
great rate before sun up and so was 
enchanted to have accomplished a day's work before 
the day really begin. 

1 onight, between 6 and 8, even as last evening, the 
static was so intense that I couldn't 
distinguish many words and no sentences at all 
on the news casts. At one point 
I thought a news item out ofWashington said 
something about the Kennedys and the ellys, 
leading je to wonder if the Monaco Ksaasx Kellys could be 
in the u nited States and perhaps dropping in 
a,t 1,600 Pennsylvania*venue. 

J should like to sit in on a roundtable 
as the listener if the wife of the B-rince of Monaco and 
the wife of the r resident of the United States were 
the sole participants. It really ought 
to make quite good listening, I should imagine 

Parenthood is in full flower on the front 
gallery of i ucca these days, what with two papa and 
two mama wrens, each in their respective gourd, are busy-busy 
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Memorandum : 


yesterday's cloudy, humid mildness continues. 


Celeste had five kin folks up from Ifansura 
for the day, ^he has known them always and can discover 
their hidden jewels hut J, a, an d 1, who haven't 
known them sod: long, less readily uncover their 

concealed virtues. At supper , H, reharked that 
they are typical Xanusra representatives who love to 
frolic all day and are interested in everything having 
to do withdanc ing, c rd playing endless chatter n bov.t nothing 
and possessed of sufficient money to provide shelter 
for the dance floor, the card table and the bed. 


I think ° , H, was a little provoked when he 
adjusted his day so s to give them some tiotion 
about peca es, for it seems they own pecane property but 
h a ve no notioh as to what is involved in making the 
trees produce. And so *>. took the men on 

tour of the orchards, with a view to pointing out bow 
the spraying, then in progre s, was carried out, etc., etc,, and 
it seems that both gentlemen accompanying him slept pretty much throug 
the tour. 


I had a go at giving the ladies a tour but nothing meant anything 
to the ', “omewhere along the way, v, il, a nd the \wo 
gentlemen caught up with us and J, H, went on with his 
neglected affairs, I was especially impressed by the 
somewhat languid'manner of bne gentleman whose sole 
concern seemed to be not to miss any blesom of any description, 
coming within range of his reach, which he automatically 
snipped off, leisurely tore up and cast aside before coming to t he ne z 
I neve saw a course so marked with tattered Cape jessamine, day lilies 
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Some days appear to be pretty much wasted and this was one 
of them although P seem to have been pretty muc on 
the jump until now. 


in supplying the needs of their several offspring who 
from the sound of their voices, must be almos at 
the stage when they will be wanting to go out 
and face the big w\de wonderful world in search ff 
their own provender and the making of a life, each 
for Jiimself and in his own way. 


When d returned from the Post Office about 10 
this morning, Ic aught my breath as I heard the power mower 
going full blast in b a ck of Yucca, the machinehad already been 
propelled around the outer edge of the lawn three or four times 
and I wondered what effect a ll this racket, 
at its nearest point, emenating 
within a few inches of the peacock's nest 
might have on the hatcher of eggs. When 
l stepped on the gallery, x discovered that 
the mama had apparantly held to her position 
unflinchingly and that the operator of the 
machine had never even seen her, a find 
it remark a ble, even in the case of the female, that 
the peacock coloring so perfectly fits into 
almost any setting, even among various 
shades of green, to make it exceedingly difficult 
to detect the presence of the bird if anonimitu is 
desired and complete stillness maintained, 


d was amused to learn from the grapevine today that 
three members of the Estate got quite a jolt last night 
during i,he broadcast about the Post 
article, Ann, in response to a question 

from the *oustpn representative said, among other things, that 
cl rose simply wouldii t he ^elrose if it were* i t for 
Lestan From two of the members, x heard that - 
there was nothing at all to the article, a conclusion 

w hich may hav been reached in part by the statement 
of little Miss .. 













1 


in the Southern Historical Collection, 


From the Francois Mignon Papers, #f1-3889 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


1 




/ 


a l r ) 


P. S. ' 

today 3 round by the postman was 
an hour ahead of time but I got a chance to 
send my mail into town so that the envelope probably 
bore c u atchitoches cancellation. 
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and the like that t when l said goodbye to them, I found along 

my path as I returned to Yucca. It seems to me so 

foolish of people like tuat to Waste their energy and your time 

in making such visitations when they would be so much 

happier at home, shuffling cards and dusting off their dancing 

slippers. 

And then there ioere people from Hew Orleans whose primary 
purpose seemed to be, not to view ye olde plantation, but to recall 
endless ..interruption.... endless chatter a bout 
how life was on grandma's plantation 50 years ago, and 
I didn't (.are about grandma or her plantation but did be¬ 
grudge the time I Wn3 losing while the guests were getting 
nothing out of the local place except a' sounding board, “nd then 
there were ^people from Lake Charles, kin folks of some of 
VissCammie s friends and so on and so on. 


x he interruption wasthe fifth call I have had from 
town today, speaking of the column and thanking me 
for having incorporated in the u ane Xk iver M emo the complete 
Longfellow "Day Is Done". It turns out as 

I had anticipated, that people generally are acquainted with 

one or another of the phrases or lines but so often have 

fogttoen whence' the quotation comes and how it'is 

related to the balance of the poem. I need scarcely add 

that it is little Hiss Lee, of course, to whom their thanks sliould 

be addressed. 

People prevented me from getting news tonight but 
I am going to fold up a little earlier than usual 
and do a bit of fiddling with the ether w a ves to see if 
I Can t catch up with Mr. Kennedy addressing the joint 
session of Congress today...... 


Friday, May 26th, 1961. 


Memorandum : 


Astonishing weather. I got a couple of rows of okra 
hoed before 5:30 this morning when a mist settled down, 
and the mist gradually increased its water 

particles until a fine rain was slanting down. It remained 
cloudy all day and the rain gage registered an inch and a half of 
moisture. Tonight the sky is cloudless, dominated by a 
waxing moon and this feature, plus the fact the thermometer 
is on the chill side, reminds one more of a November 
Harvest H oon night than anight late in May. 

. • 

One puff of wind this noon flattned canas that had been standing 
much taller than 1 and leveled the earn into the 
muddy rows along side. I sloshed through 
the water to straighten up the corn and the sun 
will st a blise its verticle position in the morning. I 
untangled the cpnas, too, but only time will tell if they 
willreturn to their former imposing 
straightness or not. 

L am just b a ck for a little turn in the u hana 
garden and find jt very pleasant to find artificial heat 
awaiting me on my entry into Yucca• 

J. H. drove up to Shreveport on plan tat ion business 
today and returned in time for supper when 
he reported that Sister is entertaining, she says, 
a Church group tonight and that her daughter graduates 
next Wednesday from HighSchool. I suppose 

we may well brace ourselves against a Shreveport visitation next week 
fore. 

Thelma called me this morning to chat a little and reported 
seeing Sister at some gathering in Shreveport earlier in 
the week. She said Sister was in a rosey glow and 

















Prom the FRANCOIS MlGNON Papers* fff1~5889 _ in the Southern Historical Collection 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 




11170 


< * * 


i i I 


11171 



Sunday, May q8thf 1961, 


volonteered the information to Thelma 

that M e irose would be on the tour this year, She 

must have been glowing a nd while what she said about the October 

Pilgrimage may or may not be true, there are certainly 

several personalities and circumstances aside from hers and 

her creatings that will determine the Pilgrimage 

matteP%was thinking about the mama peacock today when it was 

pouring around noon, wondering how she was making 

out on her, nest in such a downpour, I very seldom so much 

as glance in the direction of her nest when I am on 

the chapel side .of Yucca, assuming she prefers as much 

solitude as possible, Jl nd Just as 1 was thinking a bout her, 

she appeared on the gallery on the opposite side of 

the house, looking like something just fished out of 

a rain barrel . I called to her and she halted slap, I 

rounded up a corn muffin of the type she is very fond and 

presented it to her, $he ate with alacrity a\id then 

turned her steps back the way she had come, obviously 

intent returning to her neat on the other side of the 

house* he bantams put in an appearance and I spoke to 

them and they indicated interest in food, -Put 

the mama peacock had heard me and immediately put in an appearance 

through the banana plants at the end . of the house and 

indicated 3he was in a mood for another round of 

muffins which she got immediately and thereupon returned 

to her position on the ntst in the rain. At one 

time 1 had toyed with, the idea of luring her into the protective 

wire netting of the pheasant yard when her eggs hatch, 

but now 1 have come to the conclusion that she' probably 

knows more out attending to baby peacocks than 1 do and 

therefore I shall do no luring at all when the little one 

arrive, leaving it to her to handle the whole business bu 

her own dogged self. 


I have half promised to receive two or three 
sets of visitors this week end but haven't said 
so forally as yet. Perhaps I would do as well to make use 
°f the possible quiet to get some uninterrupted work done and 
not lean too he a vily on another -.ufet weekend for some 
time ahead I find myself holding the thought 

ESS 


Memorandum• 

Clear and cool with a n unheard of 45 this 
morning, making no sense at all for this season of the 
year. 


For some reason, — a mix up in the Post Office section, 
my Memo of Thursday or Friday,' 1 forget which, didn't go 
forward and so will be posted at the same time this one is, 

» 

T was much pleased with the results of Saturday’s elections 
in the LoncStar -State when, for the first time since the d^ys of 
the carpet-baggers, a Republic -, n was elected to the U, S. 

Senate, 

» t 

t 

When the seat, vacated by Linden Johnson when he 
was elected Vice President, it was filled by Governor's appoint¬ 
ment by some fearfully rich gent from Dallas who parsed as 
a Democrat but voted against everything the the 
Kennedy program He was about as co'nservative 
o_s anybody could be, and against him ran one Tower, equally 
conserva due t a school teacher and a Republican, 

And thus the electorate could vote for a convervative, — 
and an ultra one to boot f i n either the so—called Democrat 
who wasn't a Democrat at old, or a n e-iU^ly 
conservative Republican, And so I am glad 
the Republican won for at least people were getting 
a member of a party for which they knowingly were voting. 

And, more important, with the election of a Republican 
to the u ,S,Senate, perhaps Texas will thus have jogged 
far enough along the road to begin having . 

two party sistem which has so long been o erdue 
in all the South, and with two parties, perhaps there will 
be some incentive for the politicians to nominate 
some worth while person since just one clique will not 
be having a chance to automatically elect a -man merely 
by nominating him. 

It was a t r/uiet week end and very pleasant but I 
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Monday, May 29th, 1961. 










had to bother with too many people, albeit all pleasant, 
both yesterday and today. 


L. Vt. «illars called me this noon to say she 
. , was b a ck and dining with theCarvers and wondered if 

she might bring them down, --cousins of Ada Hack 
I suggested 2 o'clcok and they came, including a'carver youth 
who had spent last summer with the 9 vid Snells in* ranee last 
summer t Vie had Mite a nice session # But 
after tha't’, some bag who is kind enough but for whom I 

don’t caremuch, arrived, by appointment, with 
some people whom she had described on the 

’pho,ne yesterday, as some friends from Lake Charles. I expected 
— , perhaps one extra couple, or tun at most . Instead 
fourteen came, --parents and aunts and uncles 
of the L ake^harles folks, hailing from Harrisburg, 

Pehnsyluania. They were niae enough but 
were bored by what they had to see, therebye wasting 
, a lot of their energy and mine to little or 
no point. 


I. S. Hillard said she would call me later tonight 
to tell me about her little outing in the 
Crescent ^ity with Kay which, 1 gather, went 
off happily enough. Li ie S ays she thin fa 
Kay and Jam.es will not get up here before 
Tuesday. 1 hope she is right. I have 

plenty to do before they put in an appearance, or, more 

precisely, before I re-arrange my routine 

to give me a chance to entertain them. I certainly wish 

T, had an^extraCanePAver Memo written. Perhaps I 
knocking one off later tonight but 


I wasn't at all surprised when the arti3t called me yesterday 
to say some of her kin folks had shown her a magazine 


Memorandum : 

It has been one of those "what is so rare as 

a day in June" days, that is, rare for the South, 

when the sky is a marvel of blue and gold and the thermometer 
behaving sedately in the lower 8O's and a modest breeze to 
makethe low humidity of the moment seem even 
lower. 

Last night, just as I was sealing my 
memo, th,e phone rang. It was James. He said 
he and Kay would be coming up this way on luesday, the 30th, 
and us uld ± make reserv tions for them. I said I would 

try and did but, as expected, the weekend 

holiday plus the presence in force of out of^town 
proud papas and mamas, bent on attening their off¬ 
springs’ graduati ns on that night, already had the 
motels about sold out. I shall effect something 
although 1 must say I cannot help wondering how it is that 
people, having mo restrictions on their time, feel 
impelled to undertake outings when the whole world 
is on holiday wltcels. I shall invite them 
here for tomorrow evening and on Wednesday night 
I shall invite them to dine in town in celebration 
of dames' birthday and that will be that With each passing 
d'V> 1 find it easier to understand how :i 'horea • relished 
the solitude ofWaldon Pond nd. how da Vinci liked 
his mural retreat in the Loire bassin to all the 
bustle of urban centers. 

Joe a enry asked me to skip into town with him today 
to advise him on few points r garding 
the setting for the house is he is threatening to 
build in Pecane Park. He wanted to stop, or rather 
to go straight into town first, to pick up some pamphlets 
at the 1 ''hamber of and he nearly fell out when, on 

entering that place, the lady in charge, — 

Ann "illi^ms Britton, jumped out of her chair when 
we entered and rushing over, embraced me • Miss Commie 
was forever embracing everybody and Joe Wasn’t so astonished by 
the act as by the unexpectedness of it in a businessoffice. 

Heading out of town, 1 sked him to stop at 


♦ * » * 


* • * 
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me .iew shopping center to 
an excuse for looking over 

I 0 *"!- Placed our ordei 
started to stroll around ii 
somebody fie knew at a tnhle 
cirffctioH. He thought I W a 
distance. ■<hen a co'Upl 0 f 
spoke to me from their resp 
t° 3a .y H ™ d y> ~t>ne of the 

n+J A i Vln " Debl i*u* whom * 
at Jeirose. »hy those b a g 8 
really haven t anything in 


lent and If " ext str *** wh 
ie.it and then returned home be 

er d Pleasant but most p a rt 

,flis Slde of the bamboo hedge. 

art is * came to see me this moi 

e olcrlr l i( L h May B al^asar I 
e old black bantam hen has lai 

once J 3 t? ett i n9 * 1 doubt *f 
a,ice oj them being fertil seen 

3 obout adding three more to 

* h +° °? yer fourteen but 
ore about such things than ■ L 

Hno d tg a'hit°of ke d y ■ wer * pla ° e 
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Tuesday, Hay 3 Oth, 2961. 



Memorandum : 


1 know today is Hcmoru.il day because the postman 
failed to make his rounds on one of the lovliestday 3 
that have or has come our way thus far in 1861. 

' i • » 

I suppose the banks in town were closed and whatever 
Federal offices there may he in that quarter. Somehow 
one tends to think of themed Cross as almost a 
national institution but it re-lly isn t, I suppose, 
even though the President of the United States 
is always its President, too. Duty in 
spite of all such considerations, the u atchitoches 
Red Cross fMnctioned at its office just as though it 
were any ordinary old. day of the week. . It 
seems odd to me that x do not get accustomed to 
the southern indifference to holidays. Perhaps 
it is because --this indifference, - because 
in some quarters there s a little bit of holiday 
in every day, at least-on 

the part of those whodo not subscribe to established 
holidays anyway. 


James 'phoned from town this afternoon 
about 3. He said they had come straight through 
and just had lunch and that Kay was already 
in bed and sleep in her siesta. 

V 

James said they were supping with 
I .S .‘HI lard and then would come down here, arriving at 
7, as I suggested, so that we might 
take a little turn in the^hana garden 
before darkness "fell from the wings of night". 

I especially hoped they might make itbefore 7:15 which 
was the magical moment for the sun 
to drop behind the Montrose hills tonight. 

Knowing, however, that the S. u ill a rd supper 

wouldn t probably be finished before dark, and realising 
that both la Willard and the Registers tetd to y 

contemplate precision in appointments in a 
comparative sort of way only, I naturally 
as wasn't too surprised or disappointed when 

.. .. j j.i. » r>m * V «* W i /-? n n "h « 


« • 
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Along about <9;30, the be _m of a & flashlight 
corning through the gardens toward Yucca 
caught \y attention and, sure enough, here were my 
7 o’clock guests. 2he "fete \ ch nn petre", planned for 
Ghana, had long since gone a-glimmering, of 
course, a 3 was the review of feathered friends and 
other little matters which, because of their interest 
in such matters, I thought might entertain both husband 


Wednesday, M a y 3 1st, 1961 


Memorandum 


Beautiful weather, a little on the warm side 
in the 90’s but a pleasant kulf breezeto less the 
humidity and evenas tod , so tonight is lovely . 

• * 

At thi 3 morning's coffee hour, I found mine 
hostess complaining of a strained back . She 3 aid she had 
moved a table in the big house and shouldn't h a ve attempted it 
by herself. /is there were other people in- 
the house, it certainly would have been' easy enough to 
ask someone to lend a hand. She thinks she ought"to 
go to Alexamdria — smile -- 

to have a specialist to discover how normalcy may be restored. 

Besides, Bee is now on vacation and wo Id love to 

spend the day shopping, sampling toothsome foods nd so on. 


It seems thahad really remained longer at supper 
at 1 .S .Millar ’s than they had realized and then, 
on reaching this bend of the river, they had seen 
the artist sitting on her g-llery and had stopped 
there for a chat r,nd so the pa t couple of 
hours really hadn't been wasted . 

It is good to observe that Kay walks with 
the support of her crutches with greater confi ence and 
obviously much less effort. der diet 

rema ins as rigid as before which must complicate things consde 
when traveling. I7e shall dine in town 
tomorrow night but I. S. Will a rd will h a ve them for 
luncheon a t her house tomorrow noon and will oreoare 


* little uft\four, just as 1 was emerging from a quick 
shower, James passed this Way. h e and Kay had 

stopped across the fence and Lay had remained there while ames c< 
to pick me up. 

instead of head ng straight to town, we drove eastward to Li- 
River and thence northward along that b you, passing 
old f r miliar landmarks, — St.Augustine’s and St. Gary’s 
on the aV° u > and thence past the Mazureette prone ty where it 
was wonderful to see how all the shrubs nad grown up to conceal ti 
buildings ....interruption ...... 
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nil's, got'^lVtT'thi 5 or e 

<r*j. c !K: r “' iere - s " 

*'•«» tact to 1,1. t°lLrt'?, P1 ' a T t dUm ' r - ““1 
»«*«. -angslsZi wlwZf/ffd bt .r*“*°V 
candles . Jj, jt Ba3 !ttsr in *5? a ’"? »««»» 

h eC l , i‘ ei iriuin S down to ficca for'"’!! *° *' 5 ' * ilia rd 

**>■«<» a»i so th' three Ifut i ? clar 'd she wasn’t 

at hsrs'lj’ while u , fere'drivAf 17’’ f h ' la “9“'d 

expiating on the beauty of the mn n i° U9 Wien sUe 9°t to 
the Siirfn.ce n f -H * _•> ° ■ J moon oil 

was aiwa^s fri'ddijig 'tou^Kn -J u^ ayin 9 ^at A unt Ida of Conueingto 

s.;s<: ! ~s 

7orVralt h ; f0re but ° U °“ U *«*« *•“" 


it Js’defidtf/ftN 7 UU ““id' and 

they Lull. 7rt,e y f 1 that 

Possibly spend then . ri rvloo:1 on the morrow, 

ll{l r A° n followin'!, dfy'ffettUr, V' Hckshnrg and 

fVMR-JCS^rtiw^r *“ “'*• 

: seraafeA^nai,. 

” tour, 0 pr«,„t /r« *„„* » ui<# 

*» ‘~>”cxr?‘ aj :.v cj t- -- *• 

'‘ 0 « r adnance*., X *„ r „ tolard™*Zn’y 7ouo!f 
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TFhJursd&u 

Fwiery ,fJunc 1st, 1961 . 


Memorandum : 

Beautiful summer weather. 

oomehow my dug seems to have been a pretty busy one but 
although I shall not need much encouragement to float off 
m o the land of dreams, still it's a different kind of tiredness 
from that of the psast couple of nights, all of which 
stems from my contentment in not having found myself at any 
time today in the big road . , y 

Registers t I assume, quit Natchitoches sometime 
today although I did not hear from them. I shouldn’t 
be surprised if they made some attempt to reach me by 'phone 
ut as am usually out of telephone range about the 
time they begin getting under 
full sail, they would be almost bound to get 
no response on my 'phone before they got headed 
in the direction of Briarwood. 

1 was naturally interested in the broadcasts tonight, covering 
the doings of the Kenneys in r aris. I have noticed that something 
has been said during the first tu/o days of the visit a bout the 
rams . onight the weather wasn t mentioned which 
was just the time I waited to knowabout it, *erhaps 
the fact that it wasn t worth mentioning s ggests that 
is was casual to alright . Perhaps 

Life or some picture magazine will eventually show us 

some pictures, especially of the Gallerie des Glaces, the 

gardens and the iliumnations . In mentioning the illuminated 

fountains, the NBC reporter uient into some detail, m naming 

a few of them. It didn t matter if he got 

some of the names mixed up since nobody much listening 

oil this side of the Atlantic would prob bly note any errors. 

J 'ar r rn+hlV 1 ^ 8 h /i<! 2°if tUat 1 the fountain of Neptune w a s brilliait and one 
or rather on beyond the. seahorses of Apollo and then the Gr ndC a n a l . Nell, 
as you know, Neptune is off to the extremeright of the gardens, f cing the 
gardens and actually, there really isn’t anything "beyond, but 
the town. One wouldn t see Neptune from the chateau itself 
but what the speaker really was seeing, of course, was Latone, 

to d the*aland Can described it, the Tapis Vert, then Ap a lon and so 

to the *rand Canal, I a m certainly quibbling about something of 
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absolutely no importance whatsoever but it 
does seem a little odd that a person who would go 
to the trouble to look up all these details should 
finally get them mixed up, e veil as people go to trouble 
with a manuscript to get the correct date of a plantation 
house, for example, and then after much check ng, when 
the date finally does get in print, it turns out 
to have been given the wrong digits by the lineotype 
operator, 

I continue getting letters from 
around the couutry from people, known and unknown, concerning 
the Post article, I am keeping most of these 
until later when secretarial assistance will be more 
readily avialable so that I mcy answer them properly, 
iVhat some of these letters seem to reveal is the fact that 
apparently there must be people who sc n magazines 
for the primary, perhaps>the sole purpose, of 
tearing out the sheets on which pictures of an individual 
appears and then sendin the same to the individual, requesting 
the picture *bc autographed and then returned to the 
sender. It s just another example of 
the tremendous amount of time people must 
have on their hands to waste on such tomfoolery, 

^■mong today s telephone oalls, and this does seem 
a somewhat odd c o-incidence, were one each from the 
respective Presidents of two atchitoches bn a ks, 
asking me if I could prooure an original Cane*'’iver 
primitive on their behalf . 

I am delighted for the artist’s sake that 
her business has picked up a nd, undoubtedly, will 
get a tremendous push forward in the days ahead. Tonight 
when I went to supper, Doreatha, the cook, 

tola me the artist had asked her to driver her to Cloutierville 
to do some shopping and that she had spent over sixt dg dollars 
for groceries alone, so the ertist must be 
dining in fine style tonight 

I had too many people today but I didn t mine 
since I asn t going anuwh&re, hut now \ must go after 
some mail and Wen*call Vt 6 .. 




Celeste was at the hospital this . . 
morning at he time of the usual coffee rendezvous. 


She left me a message, reminding me that a flock 
of Kampti nuns, one or two of whom had visited 
her sister in Kentucky in a convent some years back, 
were schedul d for a little go-round at 8, . 

I appe ured across the fence ,at 2 and found Celeste greeting 
the ladies, animated withal, and showing no outward 
signs of a b a ok ache although she did f a vor the 
newly arrived guests wit detailed account 
• oj her morning, the precise hour at which she reached 

the lady doctor s office, what the latter said and what she 

said to her, the exact moment she reached the 

hospital, how Jitr b a ck was rubbed and so on andso forth which 

in its unusual length was cuite 

impressive, 


felt it quite a triumph when 1 finally got 
the contingent headad in the direction for which purpose 
they had come but not before the hostess had admonished 
us to drop by her house for a te n party, immediately following 
the tour, I returned the ladies in due* time,— 

as far as the side gate, where -1 bade them goodbye, explaining with 

a lie that I had people waiting to see me and asking them 

to balance my teacup for me in my absence . Later 

the grapevine reported a prolonged session followed and I 

was doubly happy that I "had people waiting for me", 

* 

, 1 h od to laugh when x went to the store about one 

o clock when I encountered J, h, I asked him how Celeste had 
made out and if she had returned home. He looked at 
me somewhat vacantly and dec ared 3 hewas home but didn't know 

MiJfiJ+Vl ? ny H a ? e l. - 1 ashsd ,iim 3Ue didn't mention 

ilntini!ri t ifm h * a Z+ ba i t U \ s d e said that now I had 

mentioned the fact, but laughingly said that although 
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Sunday, June 4th, 1961. 


there had been a lot of chatter during dinner he frankly hadn't 
paid vi'.ch attention to what his table companion had 
been talking about. I told him 1 was 

quite sure his mama had always been right when she so frequently 
was want to declare : 

"I declare, that J. II. is a pure sight." 

* 

At supper tonight there was lots of talk 
about the R. E.A. election which will come up 

toward^the end of the month, —the 24th, 1 believe. It seems the 
same group that tried successfully to oust 
d • a . a few years back are organising to attempt the same 
thing again this year and a mud slinging campaign 
has already started. It is the height of folly, of 
course, for J, R. to even consider leading his forces in view 
of his physical condition but lead them he will and 
I hope he win3 all around, without wearing himself out 
utterly 

Radio reception was of poor quality tonight and so 
I missed much of the reports of the Kennedy, doings in Haris. 

Perhaps there will be accounts in print a bout theVersailies 
b 11 and brllet later and something a bout Madame Kennedy's 
visit to the Louvre under the guidance of — I thought it was 
Was said ,— one Andre Malraux and that 3 he mentioned 
her favorite Impressionist canvas there as beiivg Manet's 
Olymphe or Olympic, perhaps. It seems to 
me ^ heard somewhere that Monet is one of Queen 
Elizabeth's favorites from that school. Tltis 
mutual enthusiasm over the same school ought to 
provide both ladies withsprightly conversation 
material in London , x t seems to me I heard somewhere that 
the Queen numbers some Monets in her private collection and 
it wouidn t surprise me at all if it turns out L a Rresidente might 
h a ve a couple of M a nets up her own sleeve Even as it wasin the time 
of the i‘. L. R.'s, so it is now a source of great satisfaction 
to know the occupants of the White House a re the 
sym ol of ivilized humand beings which they are. I 

was especially delighted tonight when I did hear the *resident explain 
to a s ari s gathering, by way of identifying hiviself, 


that he is the man who came to ^aris the other day 
with ^acrUline Kennedy. 

sIS* illhls* /i9tte as 

of her nest this afternoon but 3he never budged and 

the operator never saw her, so remark able is her courage and her 


Memorandum ; 

Pull summer. 

It was a curious sort of week end, totally without 
excitement and yet somehow without much relaxation although I can't 
think of anything in particular, save one, that tended to 
eliminate normal routine. 

OnSaturday night 0 bout 7:30, Mrs. Walker ’phoned 
to say she and her husband had been tied down in the office all 
day, would -ccordingly like getting a breath of air, and, if 
I expected to be at home, would like to drop by to see the 
drying Hunter composition designed for The Hnterprise 
office in the new building. • 

I naturally said I should be delighted to see them and agreed 
they were right in responding to an impulse to freshen up a 
little, by way of relaxation and getting a bite of 
food before hitting the road. They did just that, 
arriving here promptly at 1 0:30 which for town folks is matter 
of course, I suppose, but seemingly a little late for a mere 

country boy like me. 

% 

They brought libations, etc., and dthough I had planned 
to serve beer, as a gesture of apreciation, * opened the 
port they had brought a nd Mr. Tfalkcr said, if I didn't 
mind, he preferred whiskey which they had also brought. Hut 
whiskey meant ice and ice meant ’lueses . nd I 
couldn t find y readily to Jiand and before we got 
settled, the evening was advancing. I don't 
know if they liked the mur 1 but -somehow g6t the impression 
they were only mildly entranced. I am delighted to say 
they were ready to depart a little before one o'clock, 
a iid as I had been astir since a little past four onSaturday morning, 
I was quite ready to have a pass at my pillow. 

On Saturday a fte moon, Thelma called me to invite me 
to dine this noon at the President's residence, after 
which she and I would pick up I. S. Willard and drive over 
to Hodges gardens where some s xfrt of n Art Showwas in progress and 
„ musical evening was in store after sundown. I told Iter 
I appreciated the invitations but felt it was too much 


sugar J 
the art 
therefo 


r for a d.ime Tlterc may have been something a bout 
arxovs a nd musical in the'pnper c.nd possibly, 
efore, you may know more r bout the doings than I. 





T 
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Monday, June 5th, 1961, 


Be that as it 'Jngy, lam. certainly glad I declined, 
enabling me to spend the Sabbath doing next to nothing, 

1 suppose I am a little enervated by a fever that 
has centered in my right elbow, and tow or three inches above and 
below that point si.ice Saturday afternoon when 
something or other bit me, a guess, causing 
my arm to swell and making my be-latcd sleep a little fitful 
although there was no pain at all, x he arm is much near normal size 
and. I a m delighted at the prospect of "Iseeping the 

sleep of the just", 

* * « 

I'm hoping to get c x ght up a little tonight 
on,tews of the non-summjt talks in Vienna yesterdqj and the arrival 
oj the Kennedys in London this :ftei*noon, Naturally I didn't 
get nything last night except a few random references, including 
the arresting f a ct that for'Saturday morning, it had been planned 
that the Russian first lady would be visiting o» Art Museum while 
thearner icon first lady would be paying a call on a 
porcelain factory. Just because the two Mr, K,’s 
would be huddling Saturday morning together, is no sign, I 
suppose, that the two lady 9 s K % should be p^ived off 
together but, in a way, I a m a little 

surprised that different agendas were rigged up that would 
send each visiting lady in a different direction. Perhaps that 
arrangement was equdL ly agreeable to each o^them, 

Ihe lady pe c .cok, —switching back to the hone front, 

■lever did get off her nest yesterday which, according to 
people knowing about the ways o our feathered friends, etc indicates 
the eggs -are getting close 
to the point of hatching, The 

artist says . d y oriwo before the eggs hatch, the mother can feel 
the litole ’ones moving inside the egg, indicating, if true, 
that the setter really is possessed of acute 
sensitivity, should thin#, J 

. *nd now I turn to the rmdio and my dowy bed, and, 

I feel certainIf profound sleep •••••• 


Memorandum ; 

V3*» •* l{ 4 \ ! IU v x 

Pull summer continues in thisarea, and perhaps it is 
the more remarkable that we shoul be having so much sunshine 
when one remarks upon the parade of storms 

that seem to be marching across Texas dail without ever getting 
out of lijie and spilling over on to this side of the ° bine. 

So often in winter, storms moved down from the North 
along the east slope of the Rockies and then, when reaching 
some magical point in the Dalla s-Fort *orth area, slide 
off in a southeasterly direction, skippping Louisiana 
butbcari.ng down heavily on Tennesssee, Alabama' and so on, 

'This Spring, so mc.ny storms seem to start in the southwest of Texai 
an !i ew Mexico w a y, moving in a northe : sterly direction from the 
At io Grande in the south to Whichita Falls in the No th, never 
brushing Louisiana but dump4ng the rain on 

Missouri and the Great Jakes area. An even clo er division 
separates a narrower corridor in thattheCane“iver country, 
as usual, is having a bout 3 or 4 times as much moisture, well 
spaced, as is dry Shreveport,^ 

1 think 1 neglected to remark in ye iterday’s Memo 
that the name of little Miss Lee was heard in the Jibe Brevel'le 
Church o St, Augustin in reference to a M ass 
shcedu'led for I know not when but shortly, belive. 

My grapevine had reported the fact within a half hour 

of the announcement and later in the day my neighbor disolved 

into tears in imparting the news to me, —tears of gratitude, I mui 

and so everything in our common effort in that direction 

seems to have functioned just perfectly, 

% 

I was enchanted to note aletter from Lyme 
in today's post, an air mail hat reposes in 
my armoir until the morrow for all the secretaries , 

got lost today, what with some sort of a frolic 
going on at the school house • 
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Tuesday, June 6th, 1961, 
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I talked with Ora on Sunday morning and 3 he says her 
plans for Columbia are going on sedately, u he will 
be dwelling for six weeks, I believe, at Johnson Hall, 

Rom 903. 1 believe Johnson “all is on 116thc Street, 

perhaps on Claremont or some such place but I reckon you 
will be hearing from her on that score, I believe her courses 
are in t he afternoon but I a m not suPe on that score. 

She said she had read the rane^iver M emo in which it was 

suggested that -a reader ought to have a chance to do a column 

once in a while instead of always having to read mine, 

a nd she 3ays that she Snows one lady, -- herself, I am sure, 

who is going to take me up on the suggestion, Well, we shall see, 

In the Ghana garden 1 have some new hoe hands, in a 
manner of speaking, —Low Paul and Louella, 

1 or the past couple of days, I have been directing 
their steps over that way and they have been demonstrating 
they are the best little old crab grass, weeders in the 
world, j-rab grass,, a tuft-like bunch of greenery that is 
inclined to floorish in these parts, seems' to be the 
most dele ctable thing in the world for their taste. 

It is wonderful to see how they will go straight down 
a row of almost any type of veget ble or flowering plant, eradicat 
everything by way of crab grass and never distrv.bing the 
adjoining vegatation,, I suppose there may be an 
occasional instect hidden under the 1 ves of things like coxcomb < 
2 inni a -or. sweet basil ro whatever and that added d tidbit m a y enci 
the geese to be especially diligent in searching out such places, 
that as it may, the carb grass is eliminated and the plants being 
cultivated remain undisturbed, 


In view of all the hospitals inShreveport, 

I find this an interesting coincidence. Carmen's sister was 
sent by the lady doctor to Shreveport last Thursday, 

CarTen aays * U? Tur^’ U&PfaMWStiW oood mn 

being mined by a »</.. It is said be tan,.mith assistance. 

sxsl* « littu in tbecorrlodor oncein _ 


Memorandum : 

pure summer continues abundantly in these parts 
while Texas continues getting raked by storms aid flash floods, 

It was so nice having little Miss Lee's Wednesday and 
Thursday s letter for today's reading, 

And may I say How much I relished everything set forth 
and how much I appreciate all the points you jotted down for 
my delectation, 

• • * 

It was so kind of you to secure extra copies of 
the posjt for me. If more convenient to forward, the 
article by Harold is all I would want unless you find it 
more difficult to tear tht out than to send the whole copy, 

'f thought that sometime in October or Hovember I might 
use the illustration on a holiday note to one 
ortwo people who may l^avc missed the May 87th issue of 
the Post and these cuts would fit in very nicely, I 
must say, althouhg, as I shall not se them until 
autumn, there is no rush .bout forwarding them, 

I had not heard any of the facts you mentioned 
regarding the Kennedy jejira and, naturally, 

I was all ears, I am so glad Malmaison received 
a visit for it much have been a pleasure for both 
visitor and visitee, 

I shall be scanning Life to see what they 
do, with the business and I do hold the thought 
the Versailles banquet and ballet gets space, 

* V t . . , . . 

I'm so glad to learn , bout the little side trip to 
-reece, "hat with both Madam Kennedy and Pdith Hamilton living 

in the same towi on the. Potomac, don't you know they 
will be having fine time getting their heads togther when 
the one gets back from Karope and the other from 
Bar u arbor. It's so thrilling 
toreali 2 c there are people of the Kennedy 




From the FRANCOIS MiGNON PAPERS/ #M~3889 _ in the Southern Historical Collection 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 



11188 


001 i 1 


11189 



Wednesday, June 7th, 1961. 


inteilectual and cultural character occupying 
the White House Once in a blue moona husband and 
wife of distinctive personalities have occupied 1,600 
Pennsylvania Avenue but after you have said 
--V, and Mrs . John Adams Hr % and Mrs, James Madison and 
Hr. and Mrs. i>. D. RI guess you ha e just 0 bout said 
all, and it is certainly pleasant to be able to 
add Hr. and Mrs. John Kennedy, 


As regards the present rumpuses going 0 n in Alabama. 
Mississippi, Louisiana — end whefe next, — 

I s .« pressing, demonstrat ing, as it seems to do, 

that itll-billy-isme n exert a deporable pressure covering 
too vast a sco >«. Put 1 m r ther heartened ..bout the 
general rend for 1 tl\ink hill-hilly—ism is reallyemer ing 
a s a horrible image in the minds of the vast majority of 
people, especially the civilised people in the South' 
and while I regret all tfiat has been going on in Montgomery, 
Dickson and to lesser extent in ^ewOrleans and^atonRouge . 
still, I must confess this has tended to move things 
in the right direction at much greater speed than vuld 
be the. case, were things left to metamorphose graudnlly, 

1 hadn't thought a out sending'the column to 
* * Scou by, Asquire, in which his name appears. Perhaps he 
would enjoy seeing tltis reference to his work. I shall 
advise l he£nterprise accordingly, thanks to you. 


Everybody's plans, even as litt e Miss Lee's, 
concerning vacations, seem to be tentative, Dee Hertsog told me oti 
Sunday she thought she wouldn't take hers until 
the firsr week in July or the 2nd week in August when 
she an probably Hes and perhaps Cele<te will journey to Pas Vegas. 

It was thought the&. G,'3, —junior and senior with families 

would be here this week end but now that has been 

postponed for another week or until the 4th of July when 

the Joe Eenrys and probably theShreveport contingent will converge. 

I never saw suclj a number of individual units in c. single 

family that c^n t make up their respective minds. Whether it be this 

afield or closer to L yme, may "the interlude selected by 

« • til 1/ J / I JL». .«■« 1 ^ V M O TM *»ri 1 A »» - • 


Mem randumt 

Hot and humid. 

I suppose the nightly dews that are fairly 
heavy must be supplying vegetation with quite 
a lot of moisture but even so, the earth is dry-dry and 
everyone seems to be wishing we might get at least 
one f of the daily showers currently gumming up Texas. I 
don t recall the precise number but tonight's news spoke 
of an impressive assortment of twisters that had 
swept over western Texas today, —something like 37 or some such 
suggesting the ladies and gentlemen o/ that area would do 
well to tie ribbons or trolleys on their bonnets if they want 
to reta in them. 

4 «• «• 

I left a hose running in the gourd' garden in the same 
spot during the p’ast 24 hours and had the g reatest difficulty 
in finding any of the water, contrary to my 
expectation of getting bogged down in a lake when 
I made a round to see what the effects of such continuous 
dampening. Last autumn I dumped several 
truck loads ofcotton hulls in the gourd section and 
evidently cotton hulls will absorb a vast 
quantity of moisture before the moisture 
emerges as a puddle 

All the field hands are swinging hoes th se days in 
the cotton fields, le ving gourd guidance to 
me exclusively ; At the rate the runners are flying 
about, getting them off the ground and 
headed upward and in the propir directions is quite 
a job in itself. A vine, aaa running along the g round, 
of course, gives greater opportunity for bugs to 
• bore on the ste is and now that the flowers are 
plentiful and the young fruit getting under way, the elevation 
of the whole business is much to be desired if one wants a 
maximum crop which, for waht reason J know not, 

1 seem to want Be that as it may, 

the fruit is formingat a great raze and 1 find the trellises 
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quite de'litjtoful to fool a round in • 

At the same time the formal vegetable garden 
is providing things for thetable daily now, and 
will become more bountiful with each 
passing day, especially in the sections of 
greens, fresh snap beans, lettuce, radishes and 
such like while the okra jump 3 and the peppars, 
tomatoes and bushy •stuff is forming very nicespheres of 
fresh things, 

Celeste's nephew, v anRegard, and JohnWenk, both from 
BatonRouge, are here for a day ortwo before heading back 
for BatonRouge and summer school, 

I like them both very much and it's a great pleasure to glimpse 
them occasionally, 

Row that the vegetqble garden is sufficiently a dvanced 
that it will not be harmed by guinea scratching, I 
opened the gate to the baS3e - 
couryesterday afternoon, assuming the guineas 
would bolt for the green pastures a ll a round, Instead, 
they seemed quite content with their surroundings 
nd, instead of them strolling out, Dot 
meandered in to start fussing at the white guine a 
who is his favorite sparing partner, I left the gate 
open all night but this morning the'guineas were still 
inside the enclosure, and although I 
enticed them outside with breakfast, 
they ate leisurely and then turned' 

and went b a ck beyond the screen of the wire netting, I 
laughed at myself for having felt sorry for the birds during 
the past several weeks when 1 incarcerated them to give the garden 
a chance to get going, 

I regret to report that in the bantam, department, 
an old 'possum inade the little black one s 
nemt and ate up all 11 of the eggs 
which x had hoped would bring forth little 

V. ~«« 4- V mm Wi - 7 V *f 4- 7 « hi m r» h mu hn o n aj/» i at h m t* 


Thursday, une 8th, 1961, 


Memorandum: 

Continued summer-ish, ft is said the 
TV programs in the ^ulf^tates a rea are showing cotton 
fields around^hreeport, shrivelling up 
from drought, locally, th a nks to better 
rainfall the merchant-planter says neither the cotton 
nor the pecanes need rain at the moment although 
the pastures are beginning to look a little 
thin • 

Sometime during the morning, Blythe paused 
at the store to leave word for me that she was 
at the camp, h a ving ycome up with Joan and brought with her 
a yard man to put the lawn, etc,, in order, 

After, lunch, I ro^de,with the .cook who lives near the 
bridge, and so had a pleasant hour's chat with 
tht ladies, Blythe is expecting her 
Jack grandchildren at the camp one day 
next week and it seems that Whit, junior, is 
especially anxious to get over this way, — . 

intent on primitives , I suppose. He flies b n ck to 250 Madison 
the following week and the week after that, his Princeton brother, Ri 
flies to Scotland for the summer, 

Blythe .had no news bout the Jenks except that 
Whit, senior, had remarked that the divorce 
would not be final until sometime this autumn but, like 
, everybody else, Whit, senior, didn't want to be quoted on any point 

having to do with Wenks, 

• • 

Blythe drove me home a bout S, fringing along a grand 
assortment of food she hadprepared for me, —elegant sandwiches, 
custards, a marvelous maoaroni, etc,, etc,, not to mention 
q flock of garden things that ought to keep me bu3y, as between 
ice box and garden plot, for days, 

• , 

I didn t feel too peppy most of the day, what with 
the weather so sweltery and the fact .that somebody 
had neglected to fill m a hole where the root of a tree, long 
since removed, haddecayed and pre ty much vanished. Of course 
I stepped slap into the hole but my fd 1 didn t 
hurt me any except twist my ankle which 
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V 

I am curretnly soaking in warm water, a bucket under 

my desk, An electric fan is bussing at t he s ame time, trying 

to equalise the heat generated by the bucket in which 

my foot it resting, It's all a little cock - . 

eyed but is working out well enough, 

On my return from the can p, 1 had a 
message that Ora had been calling me, I contacted her 
and she mentioned having done a Cane River M e mo 
which she andR, B, left a t the Enterprise, I have no 
idea when it id 11 appear but assume perhaps next week or the followi 
She mentioned the excellent article in this week's 
Time concerning Madam Kennedy in Pari 3 and kindly 
read same to me which I certainly did 
enjoy, I-must say I am a little surprised 
to note that pu li3hers of Time, so definitely 
in theRepublican bracket, shouldpresent such a favorable 
article for the wife of Mr, Big of the opposition, , 


I don t seem to hear anything a bout '{rs, Henry Luce anymore • 
It seems to me the last reference to her wa 3 something 
al{out her presence on anArisona beauty farm 
or some such, and that must have been a month or two b a ck, 


v. H, must be planning quite a barbecue on 
Monday , the 19th, ,in the pecane orchards off littleRiver 
way, it-immy Davi3, Allen Ellender and Russel Long 
have been .bidden and ^Blythe says various Lot.uisiana TV stations 
h a ve been playing up the event with gusto. Celeste 
asked me to go w ith her and I assume there will be 
plenty of other kin folks to swell the crowd, I 
suppose I shall be doing honors at a tour sometime 
during the dau. It will be a great pleasure 
to jam Mane "hares® down Jimmy's throat 
and I shall make it a point to have the artist 
dispensing hospitality in the^frican House, 


< »% J tt aim T m 


tio+. inarm tin the bucket 


Friday, June 9th, 1961, 


Memorandum• 

Cloudy, hot and humid, Shreveport got 
an inch and a half of rain which that neighborhood 
needed br,dly. All be got was a lot of rumbling 
during the a fternoon, W e could have stood a 
shower but we didn't need it so much as 
lands lying to the. north, 

, r cst cure J, , was supposed to be practicing 
didn t get far today. He was up before five, getting 
the plan ation into, opeation and by 7 was heading 
toward Alexandria driving his own car. From there he took 
a plane to dew Orleans. where he had a board meeting, 
j'lyydg b a ck to Alexandria,. I suppose, and thence driving 
back .tere although I know not if he has as yet arrived 
at 9:30 as the clock now register, 

, J didn't see anyone pt coffee time, mine hostess 
having taken off for Alexandria in her car sltortly 
a fter v. left, 1 suppose she may have 
returned by now. This reminds me that she 
confided to me on Sunday that Claudia, wife of J, H . 
Williams, had 'phoned her a day or two before, urging her 
• not to stay home too much, .It seems it isn't good 
to spend too much time at home. Smile, 

I, S, Millard just called, £hc said 
she had had,a letter earlier in the week from 
Kay, hand written., and. in it K a y had said" she 
avoided writing me long hand, fearing secretaries 
might have difficulty deciphering it, I, S, Willard 
. said she thought Kay was probably w right since she, 
i'Crselj,, had difficulty untangling the words, 

, . oAe said Kay reported that she and James had stopped 
at, Br.iarpood, when they left u atchitoches but had 
not remained 11 night, having driven on to 
Monroe, James had told^mp that 
£arr ie had insisted they spend at least one 
night at Priarwood but °ames says that he finds 
the night terribly hot there, what with 
the house buried in the depths of the 1 
woods so that there is no air stirring and that Briarwood 
does not go in for electric fans. 




— 4* 
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Sunday, June 11th, 1961. 


Following Monroe, they journeyed on toVicksburg where 
they both did much surveying of> historic sites and 
although °ames had been there before, h« had never taken 
time out to visit the siege > lines, the national 
Cemetery and so on and that both travelers had been enchanted 
with what they had to see . Kay' also reported that she 
is now practicing walking with only one cane and 
seems to be getting along nicely* They 

were le a ving facksburgh for Oxford,. Miss ., and thence back 
to BafionRouge where, I assume, they may have 
already touched*, home base*. 

I. S* Willard* "gave me her version of the 
outing which she and Thelma indulged themselvesx in at 
Hodges Cardens last Sunday• Both Thelma and T. S, W. 
agreed that it w.is all very pleasant but I. S,W. 
mentioned having seen and chatted with at- least 
two pe rsonalities that Thelma had no-t referred to 
when she chatted with me. It seems, according 

to t* S*W», that botii the Lost "ord and thcRocket were present and 
that the Rocket was busy-busy photographing the Art 3 how . 

The ladies were not together when 1, S. Willard saw them 
and she toll me that she honestly had not 
recognised 01c ^ae, what with that lady having 
grown so stout since their last enc ounter. 

When it did finally dawn on I. 3 *W.* as to 

Ola Mae's identity, she. almost gasped and 

said she made a, frantic effort to apologise, remarking 

to °la Mae that she had not recognised her because she, Ola Mae, 

had been so think the last time they had met. Ola Mae 

responded promptly that by the time they met again, I. S.W. 

would once more discover her to be thin . J. S. W . 

confirmed whtat the artist had remarked when last 

the Rocket passed this way, —to wit that Miss Carolyn 

sure did look plump like she was having good eattn'* I 

regret to report that 1 fear that statement just about covers 

my own figure as of the. moment* but, like 

Ola Mae, -’m going to s ee if 1 c-n't do something a bout 

it* 


covers 


;ng a bout 


Memorandumi , 

Cloudy, humid and 90 -ish* 

~; _ 

■the week end w a s quiet — almost . -out, 

4;30 arrived this afternoon and so did quite a flurry 
J r,om ijhr eveport, calculatedto step up the humidity considerably for 
the ensuing few days* a 


come 


m - y- - 


V + Ji n « 


The mails were exceedingly thin on Thursday,Friday and 
Saturday, so thin ^ in fact, that the newspapers which usually 
on^hursdcy, haven t put in an appearanae yet . Some sack of 
m a il must \ave been going to ^ucfrcyc, Melville or 
where ever mis-directed mail s a cks go* 


V P 

I Was glad to catch up with Invitat ion to Learning last 
night, -- a discussion of the Mills es 3 ay on freedom which 
was very intelligently turned. I had missed the 
program 2ast week ,aud have forgotten what 
the subject was to have been but, as L recall, 
it wasn't anything of particular interc t to me. I 
don t remember if 1 mentioned having heard 
a symposium on Boswell's Life of Johnson 
a couple of weeks earlier and could 

h c ve listened to that hours At one point they touched 
on the tendency in recent years to down-grade 
Boswell and up-grade Johnson. I have noticed 
this slant in late years but although T know 
nothing a bout Boswell, I h a ve always felt t 

that he o as probably a better man than contempoary 
critics have hinted. In the discussion a couple 
of weeks br,ck, one of the participants made the telling 
observation that although Dr. Johnson did write a credible dictionnarv 
and so on, his name would prob- bly be known to but few 
people today in contrast to his wide 

„CqUai ntance, due in such large^mcyaurc to the 
Boswell biography Ho matter who nukes a statement, 
if it tends to express our o\on opinions, we probably are 
inclined to think the po nt well taken, even as 
I did in this instance* 






From the Francois MiGNON PAPERS/ flfl-5889 _ in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 



11196 


m i i 


* 


11197 


• t ft. 

It was a little after six when , H, 
returned from town. Sister had already gone to bed 
and was asleep. Accordingly *1, M,, Celeste and I supped, after 
which we went for a ride to little river and through some 
of the pecane orchards, J,H, pointing out where 
the Pecane^rowers picnic would be held next Monday,- 
the 19th, On our return, Celeste ashed me about 
moon flowers and as there were some in flower at 
Ghana, x took her over to see them in the twilight, I 
said goodnight on our return and returned to Yucca and 
about quarter past 8, J, H, came to ash if Sister was 
here . Me saw the lights on in the big house but 
couldn't find her although her car was at 
the 3ide. gate, I have heard no more 
ar.d I assume she. has put in an appearance , 

• 

According to the latest inclination, a s of Saturday, 

J, H, is likely to approve of this year's Pilgrimage, it is 
said. Well, we shall see what we shall see, 

Celeste mentioned this evening that Ora had 
'phoned her to invite her to luncheon with some 
ladies at Cra's house on Wednesday, Feeling positive 
she would accept, I said I thought it was fine to 
attend and, as she explained, she really hasn't been going 
anywhere since early last month. She mentioned 

tha Or wi 1 be attending Columbia this summer for six weeks and 

that she leaves here on the 89th and that 

three of her Natchitoches friends will be 

going to Manhattan but not to school on t he same day, 

so C ra will have company, I believe they 

arrive at their destination on the same day they take off from 
home, making the jaunt by jet out of Mew Orleans, I believe, 

I enjoyed the pictures of the Kennedy 
trip in this week's Life but hold the 
thought some subsequent issue may carry more 
shots of the garden illuminations at Versaille and 
perhaps some of the Schoenbrun and Buckingham 
festivities, Perhaps, ih a month or so, we 
may expect some shots from the u reecian isles and they 
will be interesting, too, °omebody said David Snell 
has the by line in the current Life article about 
the Paris phase of the trip• 


Monday, June 18th, 1961, 


Memorandum• 

Rainy and sort of 75-ish, I was glad 
I did a day s work between 7 and 3 this morning 
so that when a driasled that lengthened out into 
a 8 inch all day rain arrived, I felt as 
thought I had had enough exercie for the day regardless. 

It appears our guest is here by invitation of 
the merchant-planter who, in my opinion, demonstrated 
very poor judgement in.issuing same, I 
suppose he really hasn t a ny notion as to how 
anc what virulence, the guest is 'snapping at his 
wife s heels. According to report, 
the visit is scheduled to last at least a week, 
assuming, of course, that the major parties concerned, 
survive,spite of the rain, pecane growers and a gric ltural 
county gents from near and far but most, from afar, are already 
surveying the pecdne situation in the Pelican State in 
advance of next Monday’s barbecue, I had some 
from Kansas this afternoon, — kindly, simple, 
dull folk, who said they didn't mind make a tour which 
d *. • P r offered them It is always impressive when 
unimaginative people express courage to attempt 
a tour, xplaining they don't mind the ain and 
the mud without every advancing just one little 
•step further to imagine if those who must of necessity 
engineer such an expedition h a v.e cli y objections to 
pi ymg they are ducks, too, 

, . i f } a t today's go-round 'e special ly good was the 

i ;/ aI A . 9roup w « nted to tour the pecane or chards 
which left me holding the bags who didn't, and 
it seems to take much longer to inspect 
a few thousand pecane trees ihan a few clusters of old 
buiidings, 1 hold the thought the pecane tree enthusiasts got 
something out of their tour for certainly those remaining 
were at best merely marking time, ' I w a s thankful for 
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one small fn.vor, however, Th.ere was a three year old boy 
and a four year old girl who elected to remain with 
a couple of ladies, the ago when uncontrolled 
children can raise the most Hell in places such as this. 

But, fortun tely, each child hit on the idea that it would be 
more fun to have themslevcs carried in their mothers' arms 
n nd marching on their own feet, This had the double advantage 
of at once keeping the children from getting into things and 
at the same time it pretty thoroughly wore out the 
dull mothers .. At the same time, their presence plus the 
inclemency of the weather discouraged anyone from 
a ssisting me and so, all around, the thing, if it had to 
be, turned out with merely a thorough drenching 'and 
a large slab of boredom for me which is'much 
better, than fair weather and a lunatic at large, 

Sometime during the day, the 'phone*Jent ’out 
of commission. That w s good, too, Cne cannot 
make an out-going call and although once in a long 
while an incoming cv.ll gets through, the buzz of 
static or some such is So constant and intense 
that one can hear only z bout every 5 or 6th word which 
certa nly tends for brevity in telephonic communication. 

Bast Thursday s Enterprise for the Cane River 
region reached the Post Office in thi3 morning's post, 

■‘■here was nothing on the rather l.rge role of papers, —did I 
say roll of p pers, —to indicate anything wrong with the 
address, When eported, and this was reported, to 
the Postal inspectors, a thorough investigation is made . 

This is important to pu Ushers, of course, since 
aduertiser3 of Friday and Saturday 3ales wouldn't get 
much response from potential customers receiving the 
paper the following week, 

Mu~h of today, the male peacock has been standing, high and 
dry, o?i the gallery, complaining almost constantly while 
his wife, throughout 'the S inch r.in, never budged, from 
her nest and never utter a word of complaint, isn t 
that just like folks ,,,,,,,, 


Tuesday, June 15th, 1961, 



C 


Memorandum : 

Cloudy and drizzly, c 

It w as so wonderful to have such a grand 
letter in today's post, I am so glad that you, too, 

. were contemplating, as was I, the 7th, 8th and 9th, 
as anniversary times, I never cease to marvel how strikingly 
close are Lyme and Yucca and invariably on the 7th, 

8th and 9th, they somehow have a way of 
seeming even more so, 

. 

Tt goes without saying 1 am enchanted 
to know you were pleased with the services selected 
for our departed friend, -S-pacing them at intervals 
seems tq have given the greatest satisfaction all around 
and I have no dou t Celeste has already written you on 
that score. She has mentioned the 

matter several times and seems more touched by the expres3ion than 
a ny other made mainfest by those who held 
her mama in t)ie same esteem as did we, 

■The g rand assortment of clippings broutht so much to instruct 
and entertain me and I thank you sincerely for the 
wealth they provided my understanding of so mai y 
things, I did not know r bout the 
. Long Island house and am delighted to have 
likenesses thereof, fsn't it grand that 
you were ble to advance further within the 
"holy of holiest" than is usually possible. 

It is so nice to contemplate the little oppurtunity 
you and the girl friend had to absorb a bit of the place 
during this visit, t 

. I shall pass along the agenda you mentioned 
and I'm sure I shall be able to reach Ora within a 
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day or so for the telephone service, both 
on the party and non-party lines is still dead, 

Since at least three of her friends are going 

on the trip, although not to the school, 

at the tine she leaves out, 1 have no doubt she 

will have plenty of contacts during the first 

days following her arrival and j s her 

course lasts six weeks, youv own routine 

will, of course, have resumed well before 

she has completed her course, 1 guess she has been 

to MewYork on more than one occasion, —it seems 

to me she motored up that way two or three years ago, 

7ou will have ho difficulty recognizing her when 
you two come into conjQnction for there is, unless 
1 am greatly mistaken, something about her appearance 
that greatly resembles the H ocket, including the same 
type of lunettes • I think 7 mentioned she is 
giving a luncheon onWedne3day at which Celeste will 
be a guest, Ora's contribution 
to the Cane River Memo, —the contents of which 
I haven t 3een, will appear on Thursday and, 
regardless of what she may have to say, I am perfectly 
sure ~ shall have occasion to expresss my gratitude to 
her for having filled in the space for 
me and when I contact her, the opportunity will be 
perfect for passing along your message, 

If * judge aright from appe arances, the old stork 
flapped over Yucca on June 12th, for this morning 
I discovered at dawning that sometime within the 
pa 3 t 24 hours I had become a grandfather which 
brings my total for this season to a handsome figure, 

It was the peqpocks, of course, and they are 
the proud pa rents of triplets, stalwart young 
people who do not 3eem all le gs and necks as I had 
anticipated but simply like big, newly hatched 
chicks, There is only one disquieting 
note, —two of them are dark like peacocks while 
the third is as blond as Low Paul but far be it from 
me to start any inuendo as to Cane*" iver parentage • 

1 believe our guest remains throughThursday when 
the loe Henrys arrive . ■*hence to Shreveport and the S, <?. Henrys 

will coye in onFriday and then go on to Shreveport to 3 ee the 
General s sister-in-law. On Monday our present guest 
returns as will the^eneral for the Pecane frolic and thence 
those two representatives of the amily will c ontinue 
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Wedn '^H, 'due uu, 1961 

Memorandum* 

work Uu nid, the sk„ n 

worn of chanaina mhi+ a11 dav 

a couple or b lue and a P°tch- 

earthward, 77 U es °/ s P r inkles wi th only 

the morrow. 


power fTnuif thn't^T been concerned 

°J fe r no real <!+,,+ al alteration in +1 c co,i( 2itions 
IfPme Uingi * te lran PatUrn 

collector who ownV+i to learn the iden+ d + Crs * E ’ Jen as 

0/ 0ru «" 

long, 1 fr * kon w « may* be* ev n {*i ler3 la st 
p‘ t tnf ia ° r ulltZf- ‘" s °”°'£ g the' anmer »«/or, 

** <oao n ob i ,tous°io hin "» *>•*«/"«quJnt dir ' cti °’‘ of 

"*» oould oppretiatl tkat h ' o,as q n, tV?.' V th hi *> 

con temporaries 9Ucli things r* man 

they went i n /or* lolled ^Mioned'thZt^ 908 andt heir 
^cognized aunortlttl V Stil1 Hfe oJ^ at on ‘ time 
Z?f in <*l* for Miss nl - A , S a matter o pP m in ° S b V 

»/ ’■out'ta,*, ff n % &X* V ,rSt 

ie Sdgar B,3^ertU „ , a - lowers 
Poo news itema °^9 time ago, 

IJ'opratitcally aldU J" ^‘ « «»«»ent 

°'‘ aract ' r ‘ fAT *. 
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Thursday, June 15th, 1961. 













first was the quotations from Ralph McGill's 

address at Harvard, noting that many a 

Southern Governor must be ashamed of himself in private 

for the distoration made gbout the ^up^ens -ci 

in ■’* 'a 'd . o - c 1 i ' h m c *cct\' ‘•w* 

v j.'ire -•' by ape recording of a press 
conv rence with the two teen age illers who. 

stated their reasons for having killed at least seven people, 
at least two of. the victims being people of color. 

The murders blandly explained that they never did like 
niggers anyway. When T think of 

the sorry picture presented by responsible officials, 
not only the Governors in&outhern States but little 
politicians like 7/elborn Jack, etc,, and ordinary 
folk like Blythe Rand and the enormous effect their 
proclaimed stand has on youngsters, T must say 
I am apalled at the responsibility they ignore as they 
exert influence on youngsters of today. »• 


t My day has been quite busy and sweat rolling off me 
pretty steadily from 5 this morning until 
5 tonight seemed to dehydrate me to the 
point of tiredness. And then, just as 

started for supper at 5:30, I received a call from 
/ the store, advising rue thata photographer f rom 
A the Department of u ommerce and Industry was heading 
in my direction, It was Mr. Urbnch of lJ atchitoches 
who explained that he had just received a 

phone call fromBaton Rouge, requesting him to send likenesses 
of me for an article being prepared for the 
publication of that Department. It would 
be interesting to learn some thing about the 
subject matter, as to slant, and the identity 
of thewriter, none of which Mr. Urbach knew anything a t 
all. And so he got some pictures, —he wa ted one of me 
at my desk, after the manner of the u ockefs, used by the Picayune, 
and one of me in front of Yucca and he a sked if he 
might return 'within a week or 10 days to take some 
Q-hana shots in color. Hupper was finished when I 
arrived and so T brought a tray home with me so that 
I might get theuewq, then in progress on the radio but 
I discovered I wasn t hungry and therefo e might i s well make 
the most of the inclination to reduce, which, no matter how 
often T try, never seems to do much about reducing me much. 


I •solved the baby peacock differences in coloring 
the one white is female, the two darker ones males . 


» » 


Memorandum : 

Dri 22 ley all day and withal steamy. 

Unlike last week, the Enterprise today arrived on 
schedule. It is difficult, 1 suppose, for one to 
view Ora's contribution objectively. T do not mind 
attempting it, however, by saying I thought 
she wrapped up a mighty neat package. I 3hal write 
and tell her so, adding 'my thanks "for them kind words". 

I understand Georgia Spinks has contirbuted a 
column on the subject of paying unannounced visits 
which will probably be good. I believe it will 
nppear next week. It seems to me it has been quite a while 
since we have heard frqm la$pinks. I reckon the 
terminating of her son s Is t year in college may have 
disrupted the even tenor of the Spink routine. 

I was perfectly delighted at dinner time to discover 
that at some magical moment, s betweenll’45 and 11:50 Sister 
had headed down the road for BatonRouge, *hen she 

plans to return, 1 know not Great was the relaxation 
of tension on the part of everyone encountered a bout 
this entire bend of the river 

* * » 

It seemed to me Juanit r B.'s arrival, sometime 
during the afternoon from Texas mus% have been 
much happier, too, assuming that quiet by the 
time she got her, perhaps during the middle of 
the afternoon, had settled dotqn once^more. I did not 
see her at supper, is she is^spending the night 
across the fence but shall probably catch up with her by 
thecoffee hour in the morning. 

It w s pleasant to see how relaxed J. H. 
seemed to me at supper. I shJL 1 make it a point 
never to hint to him that I see plainly enough . 
through his "bread and circus" policy currently going 
full tilt. I don't recall if I mentioned this yesterday 
or merely intendeded doing so. I am rather surprised 
I haven t heard some reference to this from thecal kers 
but perhaps they haven t remarked upon it as yet. 

• 

You see, what with the R. E.A. election set for a week 
or two hence, this goldin opportunity on the part of 
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picnic to entertain everybody, including the 
subscribers to V qlleyFlectric , all oJ" whom have a vote 
in selecting the new President, is somthing worth 
noting and x must say with perfectly* straight face, a. H, 
is malting the most of it, TV stations 

as far afield as Monroe, Shreveport and so on are putting out 

plenty of publicity and everyone is urged to attend the picnic 

whether members of the Association or not and that certainly 

makes no sense at all unlessthere 's an unrelated 

axe, —an electric one, to be worked on and that is 

what I am sure is cooking but it is better to 

let the merchent-planter think nobody-knows it. 

At supper tonight, he remarked that Russel Long 
will attend the R, S, A • meeting in Natchitoches later in the 
month. That will represent two gentlemen scratch ng 
each other's b a ck, —the Senator cultivating the 
1964 electorate in this area because he wants* to 
relinquish his seat in the Senate for the 
Governor's ah a ir, while, by his presence as guest of 
the President of the Board, he willbe rounding up 
some votes for the merchent-planter without 

doing more than simply being there at the meeting with him*, 
Mothing, it would appear, succeeds like success • 


I, S, M illord just called. She said she had 
called Ora to tell her what a grand t job she had 
done with the column. She mentioned 3he had 3een by the 
paper that Ora was leaving for New York on Friday 

but u ra told her she wouldn t be go inn until the 
29th • x believe it is on the morrow lay Icauca 

for Charleston. Perhaps she 9°| |'jf '' 

I dreame . Tm0 nn j j w *r* erftlnrina franco _ 
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Friday, June 16 th, 1961, 


Memorandum : 

Drizzle rain and drizzle, with the 
thermometer in the 60 's unheard of for this time of year . 

But regardless of the murky sitaution outside, it was 
sunny enough indoors, thank,s to the surprise 
package in today's post. 

It need not be reported that the pqqkqge arrived 
in perfect condition, thanks to the unfailing 
excellence of the packing itself and 1 am delighted to 
h n ve the contents, I had received qn extra tear 3heet 
or two of The Post article but in each case, 

the cover wds missing and as eventual ly I . 

might have use for the cover or a section thereof for one thing 
or & other to go with the article or a section tliereof and so 
I am delighted you so generously included sajne, 

t 

As for the Lickinson ge s, T need scracely report 
that they are delighting me again and again tonight 
nd will continue to do just that down the days ahead. 

It is so wonderful to be able to turn to these at will and 
experience the lift that lady's poetry always provides It 
intrigued me to discover that one of these which I have 
long loved, seemed to have the latter half slightly different from 
one version 1 had encountered a few ( 

years back in the Johnson b'iojgraphy, It s the one beginning: 

"Safe in their alabaster chambers ." 

*. i a rn going to re-read the Johnso biography pretty soon and set 
these two items x conclude in their final halj dozen lines, 
ps you will be interested Ijo note the comparisons when 1 
jot tfi,em down. Perhaps 1 haven t retained 

perfect memory of the aohnson-o.ie nd perhaps the 
arrangement m^y differ in one or another of the fair copies 
1: ickinson made of her works, e that as it 

may," the comparison will be fun and you may enjoy 
yiewing the results. In the mean time, l 
m Guaranteed o end _of pleasure in mv hours in. swir 


how 
Pe rh 


/ 
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shall naturally be eternelly indebted for these 
happy hours ahead. 

-4nc? spe king of Miss Dickinson, I an reminded x have intended 
remarking to you bout another aspect of the confusion 
in names and sexes which so often seen to make themselves 
manifest in theCane^iver country. In the basse- 
cour there is a pair of pheasants, described by the catalogues 
as the Lady Amherst pheasants. fhen t his or that visitor 
a sks me the identity as to breed of one or ai other of the pheasants 
there invariably seems to be a little confusion when I 
report... .interruption .. 

when I identify the pair as Lady Amherst, everyone expresses 
surprise that such a beautyful male bird should be 
called a lady, not realising the strain is thus named. 

And so the male bird naturally became, not Lord Amherst, but 
Lady Amherst, and since his wife is a quiet, neutral 
appearing female and since Miss Jfickinson w a s a native 
of Amherst, she, the female pheasant, automaticcaly became 
Emidy, poet, you might say of the basse- 
cour. 

The interruption was a call from 0r a a nd 
it provided me with an opportunity to express my app eciation 
for her column in pursuance of my thanks sent by note yesterday, 
ohe politely said the article just wrote itself and 
that so many people she had encountered in town since Thursday 
had said it wasjust the thing that for a long time 

som body needed to say, which I thought w a s characteristic^ ly 
adroit on Ora « part, u 

S [ te 'that one of the girls with w horn she is travelinq 

to Manhattan is, like herself, a baseball fan, and that that 
lady had arleady secured tickets for the basball games 
through the 4th of uly so that that will quench her thir for 
that line of ende vor, s for her other hopes, she wondered 
if it would or would not be alridfct to write you regarding 
a couple or three theatres she had hopes about. 

I told her it would and that you would tell her quite 
j rankly if you could or could not secure same • *s for 
myself, L Lssure you in dealing with Or. on that score, there 
will be nothing of the Lost Word element involved, 

,,.. same time, let me assure unu that if it 


Sunday, Julie 18th, 1961, 


Memorandum: 

It’s still raining and it's still cool and the 
promise is for more rain on the morrow with slightly rising 
temperature • 

'■things took an unexpected twist in yesterday's programs for 
som.e of the Henrys, Joe and Juanita A, went to town in the morning, 
After dinner, Juanita came over here to give me ^ome 
ddresses, after which ,she went over to Celeste s. L he latter 
hnd arranged a card game for Juanita ., with such folks as 
Madam Be,ufort, Mrs. -»Ivin Beblieux and so on and 2 
o'clock was the magical moment. But then a call 
came in fromConroe, Texas, —the physician who looks 
after Juanita's mama. 11 e reported that Mrs. Anderson 
had fallen and broken her hip and her arm. Poor 
little ’ r rs. Anderson, about as big as a pint and weighing 
much less. And so Juanita A. took offer in her Folkswagon 
andt, after lialf an liour, Joe took off in his for Conroe. 

Juanita called this noon to say her mama is in 
the hospital and that Joe had gone on to Mew irleans 
where he had planned on taking Juanita while^ 
ae attended ,l» R. E. A. thing there. 

* \ t . , . 

This j fternoon about 5, Sister blew in from 
BatonRonge. She 'reported that the General and wife were 
already at Celeste s. Sister had been in BatonRouge since 
Thursday. I told her Joe would not be baok here 
before Tuesday, Perhaps she will return to Shreveport 
tomorrow after the ^barbecue, even as the S. ff.'s pla/n 
to return to BatonRouge after that clam bake. The S. E.'s, senior 
and jun or, will return here on duly 4th. When °ister will return, 
I know not but long before the 4th, x h a e no doubt. 

I got a 1 ugh last night at something 1 . 3illard 
had to tell me when she called rath r late. She s~id 
she had changed h$r plans to go to Baton 

Rouge and u ew Orleans this week end because she had learned 
about the Pecan Growers symposium to be held here on Monday. 

She •xplained she wanted to learn about pecanes because 
she has one on her lot in town and several trees on her 
plantation property off Red River - Clarence way • 


t r :t _ 


D V. * • 
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Monday, June 19th, 1961. 



* * 


3he explained that she had never got a single pecane from, 
her trees and she thought she might learn something 
from the experts scheduled to sp a>k on the morrow, I 
told her I thought she might as well 3av.e her time and 
energy in worry about pecanes. After all, she 
is an absentcc-e landlord par excellence and how she thinks 
she can ever get any pecanes on her plantation pr'perty 
when no one ever lives on the place hut tenants, I cannot 
imagine. She said she had masked Mr, Chambers to spray 
the tree on her lot in town and had also asked him to 
graft it, I asked her for what she w as having it sprayed. 

She didn't know, I told her that Mr. Chambers is notorious 

for sprqy/ing pecane trees any time anybody -wants him 

to and that he always uses the same spray formula. That 

makes the pecane experts laugh because one sprays pecane trees at 

several different times a year and for 4 or 5 different 

maladies, each of which must be sprayed at the 

n ppropriate time •by the proper formula or the spryaing is 

useless, but most people don't know that and 1 doubt 

if Mr, Chambers does but if he does, he can't be bothered 

about rjiy differences in insecticide or what the calendar 

may be reporting, In short, pecanes were never 

m~de for amateurs and * think I, 8. Willard would be 

well advised to let the tenants catch -as catch if, by some 

miracle, a tree should bear fruit, t>ut it will 

be nice • seeing her .it St. *athews in the rain on the 

morrow and I hope she learns a lot about pecane culture. 


I am quite convinced that the mama peacock is the 
strangest creature I know. It rained all night, even as it 
rained all day yesterday and it rained all day today and is 
raining tonight and through it all, the mama sits in the 
wide open s >aces of the greensward behind the African House 


it i* 




Zuenticut angnhMgtJisvtMl} BpMVM 'i 
can only hope she knows what she is doing but I, 

ones 


U/IIU v one It O HU v I • U l 

mrMirtfuSyiiXM/WttJioiis Mttk 


nes ui 22, 
drowned 1 


ong 


Memorrn dv.m : 

♦ * » 

Still raining. 

*■ As might have been expected and, indeed, as 1 did anticipate, 
there were plenty of pecane Growers, bent on attending the symposium 
at 10, who began dropping in at this bend of the riv r around 
* 8. 

May o£-them were old friends from all rj}out, Mississippi, 

Texas, Oklahoma, Louisiana etc,, and many 1 had never met 
before, including some from Georgia, Alabama and, 
oddly enough, HewZealand, of all places. 

°^me of my friends wanted to see gourds and gourds we 
inspected. Celeste was having coffee as usual at 
9 and quite a few people were bidden ., Sister, 
seeing some' 0 us froi her vantage pout 
on the bc.ck gallery of the b ig^ house, attempted a 
part to snare away Celeste's guests. Soy^e people 
fell for it but I did not but rather went across 
the fence . 

I * ^ 1 

/Is I left Celeste's, I met the^eneral who asked me 
if I didn't want to go with him. r He wanted to 
n rri'vc at 10 to give the welcoming address. 1 declined 
on grounds that there would be nobody here during 
the morning until noon and I thought I should wait and 
joint them after the symposium along _ bout chow time. 

He contqctedthe clerk about bringing me with him when 
he planned to go at noon and eported the clerk was delighted. 

I confirmed the arrangement when I saw the clerk at mail 
time a little after 10. ‘At ten minutes before IS, a 
f'-miliar' voice on the front gallery proclaimed the 
General s presence. Me said they had had a grand meeting 
and afterward he hadseen the clerk arrive without mc^and 
on being asked where 1 was, the clerk clutched his hair and said 
he had forgotten me. It all sounded so much 
like Medan Regard's funeral. The clerk started to jump into 
a car and come after me but theGeneral insisted that he would 
come and come he did and off we started up the road a fewmiles 
to St. *athews wheije the busin ss was brewing. 

I was glad of the opportunity to chat a little with the 
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(keneri.il, He said lie Jewels that J, H,'s heart condition can be 
placed right at Sister s door and that her psycopathic performances 
just about had everybody down, He 'said that when 
she had come to Baton Rouge last 1'hursday evening, he had 
suggested that she spend her nights at his home since Lloyd and 
his wife had only -one room and it was mighty inconvenient for three 
people but Sister was adamant bout staying with- Lloyd and wife, 

Cne night she remained and by Friday she had raised so much Hell that 
Lloyd and wife didn t know where they were at and the upshot of it 
a ll was that Sister flew out in a rage and went and registered at 
a Hotel, The nex t nigh't she spent with Garret k-in folks in Hew a oads 
and then came here'- Sunday, leaving in her wake as where ever she goes, 
total confusiou and unhappiness, 


There were between 400 and five hundred people at 
the meeting, and as the General and I descended, Sister rushed 
up and there was the usual vast excitement, 

Fortunately I saw I . S, Willrd and it was pleasant to 
break barbecue w-ith her, It was the best 

food alia round 1 had ever enjoyed and 1 usually don't go in much 
for barbecue, I think there were 8 at t he t able we selected 
and 1 know not where the other Henrys were b\it lister, th a nk the L ord, 
wasn't with us, I found myself between I, S»Wil&rd and A, 

Fredericks, one time Senator and Secretary to the late and 
unlamented Unde Hurl, Always a politician, A, A* spoke 
of his enjoyment in reading 1 'ane“ier Memo, displaying his 
politicians acumen even though fie wouldn't understand 
a line of the Cane River Memo if somebody explained it to him • 


say Howdy and 


I asked him if it is 


Senator Friedman came over to 
rer.lly true that he is going to be Louisiana’s next Lieutenant 
under Russel's administration, Displaying his political bent, 
he said he had read an article 'by Ora Williams which said I had 
vision to cover the future and therefore he was 
just about to ask me the same question and we all laughed • 

I, S, Willard hadpromised Celeste she would drop by the house 
for a moment and so when theGeneral offered 
cited ■‘■,3, Willard’s offer end home I came 
raining, of course, and I did no isk her to 
mosey to my house but rather handed her out at 
I. went on in..the rain . t< 


overno 


to drive me home, 
with her. It was 


,, __ <?n in.therain to show some 

the Afrioan Rouse and that was fh 


r Shreveport friends 
lat. 


Celeste while 

of Sister 


It 


m 


the aftt 


is pleasant to report that Sister left^for Shreveport 
ifternoon and ever] one felt relieved. he^eneral and wife 

A r* 


. - •• n - •. - - 


+ /. m 
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'tticsday, June 80th, 1961 • 


Memorandum: 

It was still drizzling a little ecrly this 
morning but by noon there was a dc.b of blue sky 
during the ft e mo on bundles of golden sunbeams 


and 

began 


un- 


spilling about and a sight , so no el after a week of 
ending rain was somehow as -zestful as the first day 
Spring breaks through after a prolonged, cloudy* 
winter in ^urope when the grays, one had taken for 
not only perna ent but as som&thing that had always existed, 
gives 'w-iy to something sublime. 


suddenly 

k 

Ora 

a letter 


called thisafternoon to read me 
she had just received from Miss Tate Perki. s, 
calling her noble for having lone such a fine column as 
of Thursday last past. If I recall cor ectly, 

Miss Fate taught at Hortlwestern and, 

as I recall further, there was a. lack of 

enthusiasm on Ora's part for her teacher 

on the grounds that Miss Kate, if I remember correctly, 

tended to fauor the young men at the expense 

of the young ladies in her classes, Bui, after all these 

: :ears, the- toucher writes to thank the one time student 

for having done a job that obvircusly pleased 

Miss Kate no end nd, naturally, T aw 

delighted for the sake of both ladies 

Cra s id that her daughter, Ann, and husband are 
still in Charlotteville where Jack Britton is 
attending Julge dvocate school, probrf ly in connection 
with R.ation Guard or Reserve Officers or some such, Cra 
doesn't know if they will get back to - J atchitoches 
before she leaves for Columbia on the 
89th , 

k • 

Mrs. v alker called this-morning to see if I could 
-suggest where she might contact v , R, concerning 
yesterday's barbeceThe r eason she couldn 't reach him 
at his office was because he and ^ , H, -i-lliams had 
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Wednesday, June 21st, 1961, 


t 


gone to BatonRou e early this morning, They came back 

just about 5*30 but a, H, did not come 

to supper, as he was going on to some camp or to town 

to some sort of a, dinner or party with 

Celeste, I believe, 


‘■here were so many things, indoors and out, to 
be attempted today that I was pleased with the 
results of nothing attempted, so much 
remained to be done, You may well imo<gine 
that out of doors everything is growing madly, what 
with alJL the recent dampness, Early 
in the afternoon, I got an hour's respite from my 
endeavors, when some r, and Mrs, Jackson 

of somewhere in the . Parish who seem to remember having met me 
if I did not remember meeting them, appeared, bring 
mg a priest with them, TheRcvcrend Father is stationed 
mQuebec but is impatient to retire, —I didn't know 
priests retired, --so that he may return 

to live out the rest of his life in Haiti which he is crazy about. 

Our little go-round was very educational for me since 
1 never received a more concentrated lecture on 
Haiti in my life, TheRcvcrend Father 
saw a banana plant and remarked how much differently 
they grow in il aiti, He saw an ancient mud house 
and explained how differently the natives 

Haiti s He saw some log cabins 
how differently they piece them in aiti, 
gourd and explainted 
in d iati, in short, 
shame-faced, I got a 

J IP I t 


build them in 
and explained 
He even saw a 
turn them out 
Jackosons got 


and thetteverend Father got nothing 
round save an opportunity tg re-live life 
had a wonderful time 


how differently they 
the 

concentrated travelogue 
out of his go- 

in Haiti and so 








Memorandum ; 

Sunny all day[ with n'er a drop of 
rain and it all seemed very odd and v ery pleasant, 

I generally think of summer arriving on this 
date but as I have had no inkling about it from the 
We ther Beureau, lassume that this year, as sometimes 
happens | it wll be a day late which isn't so 
very late since the status of plants seems to be about 
two weeks behind schedule, 

• « ^ 

J saw a very pretty picure this morning 
that was loaded with color. It was the east end 
of the Unicorn House where an ou. of doors mural 
by the primitive artist lends a gay note, —Bertha Bluff 
in a red gown, switch in hand, minding a turkey gobbler • And 
at one side of the Unicorn House a bevy of sunflowers, 

8 feet high or 30 g n be a dab of yellow and green 
while at the other corner a watermelon red crepe myrtle 
added another splash. Dot was perched on a pink bench 
to keep his Prussian hlue fine feathers dry while on 
the soft greensward at my feet a white guinea and 
a white and gray one were having their breakfast, 

I saw another setting this afternoon that 
a color camera might h ve made something, out of, — 
the hour being when long shadows spread moving 
patterns across the l a wn in front of the African House, 

Dot, with t r il in fu\l spread held down one .corner of 
the scene, mam,z peacock with the little ones 
down center and r bout just bout in the middle, with 
snowy Low Paul and Louella, after a busy d y at weed pulling 
in the^hana garden were meandering home, introducing a 
couple of couple of nimbus clouds, detached from the 
arch of blue above a) ir? pinning down the Left hand corner 
of the African House, It was all very ptretty. 


„ , £ * now Af* mentioned that one of the triplets 

got drowned m all the recent dews and damps, — 

the little light fuzzy one whichwas the female, 

Thetwo dark ones, —the males, however, ''seem to continue 

• * • — » -i. J.i. j. > j. . _ 


And tod y I added a couple of playmates •to 
my household in the person of. two coal bl~ck kittnes 
ioluioJk Andy brought as a gift, Tltey are as cute as buttons 
aurf at that playful stage of perhaps 10 weeks when 
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nothing is so much fun for them 2 s to roll arid tumble 

all over e r ch other until played out when they 

roll up in each other's embrace and nap for half hour when, 

after a saucer of milk, they are already to 3 tart it ell over again. 

Eventually, if they survive the impending cotton dusting 

period, they will enter the boot but in the meand time, while 

still tom cats, I h^ve named them, obviously enough, 

Tam and Tom-tom, but when they become more sedate 
I suppose their names will automatically change 
gradually to Pa and Grandpa, 


J• H,, although 11 over the place did not come to 
supper tonight, He had a meeting somewhere, — 
probably a pre-voting gathering in nticipa tion of 
Saturday's B, E, A, balloting, or ValleyElect^ic voting. 
At coffee, Celeste complained that J, H, didn t sleep 
well l ist nigh , said he look terrible and that 
had complained when one of her girl friends c- • 
m 'phone 00 tv; rsati on with 
•1 '■« ? .. ’ . p' b L ' 

•h • ) 1 

1 . . . / _ ’ > "h r - ^ 

r •' ?. ? 


1 . 3 t 
!‘a : : 

■ * ‘ * ” 


cr- \ 

■’nbrj V 
11 - ■' 

'■ »». / . 

« J » 9- r~ 


£ r 5 ii nesr. 

' , . * 

/ i'.55i>, */' 

■■■-. •' - - 
it* 1 ■ 


■1 V. 


he 

si 

9 

. -r 


I V - 


* *« ; 

f ' . ‘ 


• * 4 

V c 




*» , 


I 


• 1 

Ak 


"I. . T ■ * 

* . - 


* v v 4 

ler.lei'b, — Joe, >i;i and Sister, who c an abide each other and 
6 or Q and a half kids raising ■<ell generally, 
doesn t sound like too safe and sane a $th of 0 uly week¬ 
end tv me but I reckon ■‘■'m prejudiced. 


I busied myself all day at gardening and there is so 
much to do. The gourd vine3 are all over the place, 
and e.very one 1 set go ng on the right track makes me 
think of little Miss Lee and her gourd crop which I think is 
so gay. If I learn from thetadio that Lyme 
has vanished from view, I sh 11 know perfectly well it 
it simply hiding under a blanket of greenery .. 


EMemorandum : 

The weather^ is so beautiful, all cobolt and 
pleasantly temperate, «, 

I haven't written a column this week 
and ought to get busy but somehow I doubt if 
I shall get rot:i{d to doing one tonight 
although somewhere or ound, if I couB be-stir myself 
to sort them out, I think 1 might round up 
some ingredients that might offer subject matter, 

I migh relate the circumstances at random to you 
and in the telling perhaps, perhaps not, 1 shall discover 
some way to make something more of the t ing. It 
all started a month back, following c. parallel episode 
of a year back when, a year ago, the boxer 
jumped on the peacock an. 1 pulled out all his fail. 

Then last month, he invaded £he African section 

again and killed a guinea, following each 

assault I "reasoned" with the boxer, 

persuading him by various devices, to 

remain in othe\ scations of the gardens and 

leaving the African section of the feathered friends. 

Along : bout the time I had him well trained, la bag 

fromShrcvport b'lev > in as of last week and each morning, 

afte •• 1 had fed the peacocks in front of the African House, 

she would sully f oth with a big old pc.n of food, 

dragging the dog with her, Th peacocks would scurry 

away, the dog wo-ulj eat th.e food and the pan would 

remain as evidence of the job of training 1 would be undertaking 

again as soon as the problem .vanished, Well, 

last evening about 5, the dog invadetltc African section 

and grabbed a gray .guinea by the back and carried it 

off acrcsq-thc^ fence and sat down with it in his jaws in front 

of Celeste s. The clerk, catching sight of feathers flying, 

r.and over, drove off the dog and carried 

the unco,'.scions guinea to the store, putting it down until he could 
find paper carton to place it in and 3 end to me. The guinea is 
sliglttly hunchback and what with its feathers ruffled looked even mo' 
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see, after a couple of hours 


flow, let me 
of interruptions 

Hie clerk was getting a box to put the hunchback 
gray guinea in but was astonished, in turning back to pick up 
the bird, to discover it had .vanished. Veil, that was 
that and night came on and all searching r evealed nothing, and a 
night followed and came another dawn and when the 
store was opened in the morning, there sat the guinea, as 
big as life and twice as natural, slap in front 
of the master s office and more precisely right in 
front of the big wall safe. And .so the bird was brought 
to Yucca and thenceto the Ijassccour and that is the end of that 
episode and it still doesn t click but somehow 
the guinea as a counter-jumper or a jongleur 
or some sy,ch seems to hold something if one could but 
extract it. 


:l ‘he President of the L .3 * J. Press 
,advises by letter he is arriving here on the 
I cannot receive him, he would theyt 'phone 
shall not 'phone . 


morrow at 8 and if 
him to s y 1 cannot. 


I was f iddling ar ound at Ghana at first dark 
this evening when a si ive appeared, t earing a 

cardboard box which he said the boss had sent me as a present, 

tie opened in the box and there was a big white 

rabbit. 1 had the boxy put him in from of 

Yucca and a few m nutes ago, he came hopping along through 

the moonlit banana plants, quite friendly and 

approached to h,jve his ears pinched and to play a 

bit wit Tom and Tom-ton and me, —I <. 

believe I mentioned yesterday that I have a couple of coal black 
kittens by that name. 

At just dusk dark tonight, 1 noticed the 
papa and mama peacocks going to bed, —papa in his usual 
topmost branch of the giai\t pecane, mama in another pecane 
at the fence beyond the African douse greensward. From 
this I condL u$c the little ones, not yet 8 weeks old, are 
.capable of jumping up into t pecane since mama would never 
leave them unguarded on the ground, and $o the furred and fea there 
world turns and so I must get busy and do some work...... 
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Friday, June &4rd, 1961 


Memorandum • 

X 

There was such .. he vy dew this morning, it almost 
su jested the ftern th of r in. The -balance of the day 
humid and sunny and withal a little on the warm side. 


was 


or r ather before big day, 

were 


.ilong ■ bout 4 :30 or 4:45, before dawn 
the grapevine rattled :nd 1 learned there 
some pre t blue fe-thers under a n old pecane tree beyond the bambo 
hedge. I saw neitlier Hot nor Bash and childi'en until 
nbout 6 nut 1 must say 1 was del i ighted when I 
iscovered. they were all up and cbovt and 
apparently none the worse for wear although Dot's tail 
o.i one side looked a little the worse for wear. 


but 


I anticipated putting on some fresh togs befon 
, s 0 clock appoint entwith Ur. and Mrs. Slle'gooc 
at & one thirty some nice people from 
- regon pass this v)ay and so it was a quick swish for them that 
enabled me to get to thestore by 8 . .here 

T waited t an hour and seeing nothing there but cars and trucks with 
t\e accompanying clouds of dv.st they kicked up, I 
returned to Yucca and a very pleasant bath, just if ter 
Wiich the store 'phoned to say the Hllegood were entering 
pete. They had had car trouble. They had also 
left .■atondouge a little after 10 and lunched in 
-.lexanc ri which didn t allow them much time for 
since it is probably not easy to cover the couple 
m much less time than they took, all in all. 


car 

of 


trouble 

hundred 


miles 


, _ „e hit it off very comfort bly _nd they were 
flighted with everything, especially Ghana, the.ffrican House and 
i cc.i where we collapsed for a little chat. T 
thought the opportunity a good one to inquire a bit, 
b V w ay of quickening interest in $he matter, about 
the Irince of °allon. I learned that Elisabether Murray, 
who recommended the manuscript to Mr. Ellegood, had, 
by a former marriage, been fr. Ellegood's brother-in- 



information if L.3. U. Press wanted to include in its list 
an example of contempoary poetryon ^ ..„ 0 <.orical suh^ . . 
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it couldn't do better than give priority to the 

Jallon item. Mr. Ellegood said 

somebody, —^ames, I suppose, —had sent them a 

Cane River ifemo. Both husband and wife said 

they liked the style and could more be made available. 

I said more could, iff. Ellegood said that same time back, Carolyn 
had presented him with a plan to do a photographic book 
of theCane iver country, "but you know Carolyn", he added. 

He said, however, that he must confess that - what little he had 
seen of the neighborhood, he thought a photographic book 
was justified. '-They left about 

5:30, going on to spend the night in u atchitoches 
with friends who had taken Rosalyn’s home. x hey 
expressed the wish they might return again and again. 

As we were leaving a familiar voice fromPhreveport balled out 

something about having a piece of watermelon for me. I 

saw the lady at supper and after supper, when I was trying to 

get some news, Joe Henry, he ding north from the Hew Orleans R. E. . 

meeting came to. see me. He is going to remain until 

Mond y, convincing me thatSister will not. e 

said Madam Anderson's hip had been pegged and that she 

was being taken from the hospital to the Conroe 

home today. .4s she is 84 and weighs less than 

75 pounds, 2ess than 70 pounds, 1 believe, it must be 

assumed her strength can't he very great. 

1 got off letter to Mrs. Spinks, thanking her 
for her Cane^iver Memo and congratulating her upon 
it for 1 thought she f preached s sermon that needed ■> reaching. 

But of course I didn t mention the lesermon and 1 didn't tell 

her on midly depressed and distressed were many 

of the people at whom some of Iter observations were aimed 

could be. Hobody likes being rebuked, of course, 

and lecL3t of all, in this instance, all those social 

butteflieswho much prefer the Marie ntoinette game 

to staring facts in the face. Personally, I liked 

the a rticle and told la^pinks as much. I suppose 

butterflies seldom have time to write and so she will probably 

escape denunciations . . 
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Sunday, Ju e 25th, 1961. 


Memorandum• 

. ^o.t’, rda.y cloudy and humid. Sunny this morning with 

ram and dnssle from 2 o'clockk on. 

. 7 SUc,i 0 unexpected pl c isir to find such 

a for a nn lnt+Vu{nl m Lyi ?, e J n Saturday's post. I cm so indebted 
for all pa rticdla rs. Haturally I >~s sorrv 

to learn about all the confsuion following'' in the wake of 

. power failure. I must, congratulate little Miss Lee. 

loweuer, ou her luck in reaching terra firma before the failure 

hlr 7 "‘I? 7 30luin ' J Ue ridle as how beat to maintain 

P r °9 re3s m the desired direction and. I'm still l a uahina nbout 

*0 Flat in TV/ Said tn -V'l subw °-y gam about the impending danger 
of losing the more vital section of his costume. 

suid may - say how much I appreciate your thoughtfulness 
m acquainting me through the clipping of the references to 
the filming of little Marcel's opus. ° Until reading He 

fhinn in9 r+ had U V }er Jreamed anyone would ever think of such a 

r° me ne urly everyone I know who has ever glanced 
/' ' JoK f a ' ld - 3lls pect this m^y be true in the case of the potential 
P T ran Ce 7f* aS considered 3 novel, —if they have thought of it at all 
co ” rse > conceive of taking one or another of the romances runn■ 

H nvlol'i+ QS * J ° r * xani P g - e » biography of Swann or his courting of Oc 

and present some sort of a p ctorial thing out of sane. But to " 

+ » W0 +7 ' le 7 r WaS and * lU f cct > Was "ever intended to be a novel 

but, on the contrary, a documentaryof human behavior, with the 
nircroscope merely running along a skeleton, in a manner of 
speaking, the skeleton being the novel, with each glance through 
*{? very hlgU Powered microrope revealing the beh d voir of restricted 
cell patterns,, re-curr mg again and again, so that when the countless 
.specimens on glasp, ,as recorded through the microscope, are 
k idaediscoped together, not in print or on film, but only 
on the brain, y ice may get same hint a s to how and why certain 
people pi y out their existence as they do. 

1 . . 1 V • • • • 

1 suppose, for example, it would be eusy enough to show in a 
film version Sw a nn s love for Odette, the ultra 'rich, ultra refined 
owann falling desperately in love with such a nobody as Odette, simcly 
r^ c 5, u fe> as a .starter. Odette represented in Swann's soul the oersonifica 

Ms is sHJMUh.Pnk itmA M'Sl!,vf an tih a i. a stt2 tt Sllg‘8<tZH. 

flirting with all men, did so because meli meant nothing to her at* 
all because of her infatuation for Madame Verdurin c ?j d such like, 

~ . .. unn jnOriLli hi* iTHDerativ* ,.n r>r\r‘ri +.n m nlrm Ma 
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story mean anything, would he impo 
for restricted laboratory showing, 
li,is 'characters that even a careful 
experiences some difficulty in kee 
and,, for instance, if the casual 
of Albertine, pursuit of the novel 
~,nd, even at best, a lmost b c ffles 
T see it, making a novel out of th 
impossible a job as trying to make 
of the smashing of atoms, a nd were 
o?i which it was recorded, it would 
9:] concern only to a very limited 
highly scientific minds, It will 
anything comes of all this, 


ssible to^present except 

Little arcel so successfully mixed ■ 
student of the novel probably 
ping the sexes straigt^t 
reader doesn't know the true identity 
is rather without point 
the experts. As 
e work would be almost as 
a day '90 novel out 
the account worth the film foot a ge 

end up a highly technical documentary 
number of 

be fascinating to see what if 


L he ’ r alley Electric election was held on 
Sa urday morning and J, H. was re-elected to the office which 
runs for a couple of years. Sister left here about 1 0*30 on 
Saturday morning, stopped at the Fpir Grounds where the balloting took 
place and then went on to Shrveport, It Was a busy morning for J, H, 
and a.mong other things he had to do was preside at a stock holders meetir, 
a nd introduce, among others. Senator i>ong, At noon. 

Fat suggested °, d, goes to his house and rest for a couvle of hours 

}f } he . ftaI2ot s w fre being counted and he did. Celeste who was somewhe 
a J Grounds heard somebody say J, jl,, not feeling well, had left, 

the dashed out to her car, explaining to the police that as her husband h 
suffered front u heart condition, she must fly, a short time later, 
the ‘ atchitoches radio in special news bulletin, reported 
°• 1 • had had heart attack. The telephones rang here until 
late last night and were still ringing this morning. In the 
mean time, v, u , t haviving rested, returned to the air <+oUnda 
an thence hone to supper and seemed naturally pleased he had won. 

Between calls from well wishers and those worried „ bout the 

re P ort g ,out ,lis health, Sister, drunk, called from 
Shreveport, and J, a jter 3Uch a s tangerine 
eek, expressed the thought he should go' up tHere a»d see a bou . her, 

a lunatic c a n inject intj) fhe^.~ 
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\ Sunday, June 80th, 1961 . 

' 



n i 
\ 


Bear P # S,, 

ntaht't’ffi tZlf'’' 9 wtoerat,- or aom BUek 
a book obout VanUkZg^u’Z/pLuftZlll ° ! arUcl ’ s ° r 

•iuAali.F tiff 1 *.* m,k ’ wa, 

fifeMriTb m l e 0 »«““*«*»*» SK fTfffofff 

a pictorial book about the Cane&ioer country, 9 






7? recommending anything but I feel it hut 

StSSSSS?=n.a«a?*: 


fair 

that 

tn tUo carls 

E.dless jalousies ,, 


of course. 


' jl 










r 


\\ 




t 
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Monday, June 26th, 1961, 


Me norandum : 

Blue and goll with big old white curved marble 
blocks of clouds making the blue and gold the bluer and 
golder % We are promised we shall not be our 
umbrellas before ’Wednesday, 

And having arrived at the above notation, I 
paused to view the white ribbon grass in the 
white garden, glistening under the waxing moon, 

so pleasant to view from the shadow of my boudoir, for B haven’t 
as yet turned on my lights, And just as B was 
contemplating the harmony of the whole composition, including 
Carroll, the white rabbit, who was hopping a bvoad, 
the 'phone rang and it was Ora, no less. 

She gave me the date of a Cane. A iver ^emo, 

January 14th, 1960, which 1 had promised to get 

for somebody who wanted the piece bout it being too 

wet for the ladies to hoe. Ora seemed fine, said 

Ann got back last night and everything o.roundCharlottesvi lie 

seemed Just fine, B think she 

hppes to visit th.e Cloisters sometime during the summer, 
a nd you cn readily set her straight ,pn that. It seems to me 
it mull be so casieyr for her to fall into the subway at 116th 
street and get off where ever, perhaps 181st Street, B r tl^cr think 
she would like to see the Saint * ranees Cabrini shrine whi h is 
somewhere in the same nei ghborhoo'd but she can find that 
readily enough, once at the Cloisters, 

On the home front, there ;as quite a 
bit of note comparison about the weekend, including 
who said what, by way of gossip, tfout 
waom. Joe reports, --an'* tiis isn t 
to be mentioned to anyone, that Pat and Ban ape 
going to disolve their partnership on most ^ 
ventures on January 1st, Pat feeding 
he can navigate to better advantage alone, ^ 

Sister, it is said, is being given a trip, --thro: 'he '■ 

‘ e nr - L - , *' -u- ;■ _•/. - 

22 - fii* f *; by Northwestern 

State college, in which a bus load of 
people, students and anybodyies, B guess, which 
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Tu-sday, June g?th, 2962. 


going this year, too , 


and it is thought then are 

„ y " UI C -"y ‘"•ko I/cur, i-DOrf 

iUey, like fiate Perkins, knaw Sister only as 

ammie s darling daughter end I m delighted 
11 three may be among those present 
on this occasion which lasts a month or so 

1 . J “' + the J don>t dl set thoroughly ac-ua/uted 

SUch a Taunt. tt'.eu ne.Der mi'll 


IllSS 

that 


on 


, as she had planned 
used, in s pite of 


. rec ° nt ra ius have soddened many of the gourd vines 

and that-will he all to the good, providing 5 vlHes 

i . °f them /odd up, th&rebyc giving the 
remaining ones an opportunity to 

d r ev f e t i 0 /,t- Ut b 'p t d r : 1 ■ ftnd “ 80 say every time 
I fiddle around m the trellises to think 

o the gourd garden at Lyme, w onde ring how 
t ,- V i ar J S a ?' in 9 a:!d hom rcuc/i the limited soil n 
f' lC nt tUe J, are , is going to permit them 
. hr °° d • 1 Was s ° h zPPV this afternoon when , 

* chattl "9 over the fence with the artist, she 

employed thpt word, explaining that because of 
ye terday s rain she didn't "broad". J 

f sU A 2 h J ars ='■ <°°rds , 

the leveling effect ef radio end 0!1 speed., and 

Iff always felt it ieli S htf:l that in this area 
people slioulc continue using the word, "abroad" or "broad" mi ... 

tiifrZdf 9 ° U ' 9 . f ° T “ littU str ° n “P tr ill ‘ 

->s. lounger who hps something to do about Home 

IftTrVoVn 52* app / iutment ^ing a friend down this 

afternoon, and the ladies arrived and had a pleasc"t nr 

round and, on departing, presented me with a n 

ZiW't horn f made sake, White in appearance, double 

nlkel\T nin CU i re / Wit * 30me T Sort °S S well goo end 
flakes o.j pi iieapple in it, I know nbo'it 

the ingredients because 1 have already 

sampled a sl~b, and I’m about to be-take myself 

with £mi ly Lick ms on and aother sl a b of cake and 

retire to the gallery giving on the white 'gallery, 

* “* ' ■ - • ’ J ’ ~- J _ 


decker 

has 

\ 


in 


Hemorandum : 

nhnu+ Und i er i t< i n . din9 or nothing 

at method's empToyl^an^^didn '¥thi eXpress s “ r Pris« 

/o.r sous V the 9 soifappgare’d *at!f <?.?'•" 
h&viiin been sent hn ® 

HIT * an t cultio'atVd planffron a weed' "°* 

> situ allt7,TreeffVfiil 9 and 1 tTe \ atter - m l‘Ct 

helpers who, new alii thin If absence of all 
natters. Why those who knout *Ji ° * a,ld in horti cultural 
mysteries should be exiled to *?' "II ° boui: such 

— 

Xi /*«. 

the point across, T grab whatene'C led utterl y to let 
same, and so I did today and so t my Wa i V and d ° 

exhausted tonight, V 30 * am P^aaantly 

the summer 0 and llls^fi^ 99 ^ 8 .°" wheels ^r 

stopping at the store^t ? o ask if tl^V" 9 tUrned awa V wUeu 

number of letters from people * frr n,iT V l)VJade the Place, The 

m answering them,'' I am P re ? snon/inn » C ‘l e0r i are creasing and 

requests for visitatinno P r d l “3 t »«S a *nwIl/ about 

was tapping this n on \ h °L S > the dinner bel1 

were at her house P^ on sd to say two ladies 

any of the 0° into 

The hour, obviously was wrong and o^ 10 ™ 9ardens • 

fiagve said the same thing to others on ° ccasion > People 

favor and then an or or' rim ri +> Lers * been accorded th,e 
, Oh proacned the summer diniitn 

where we would be d ininn “unmer aimng room 

f/elllf »«” mleVwlll with lZf‘‘ 


men 


what I can wit 


This llnnnn n+. 7 




' ' • m a vim 
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Wednesday f June 28th , 1961, 


being absent n bout 10 minutes when I returned to 

run through some things with a secretary who came during 

my absence. As we stepped into the house, one snif 

revealed that the insect gentleman had been here , soaked 

the interior of the place thoroughly and 

denarted, and all w.ithin 10 minuses which seemed to 

me quite a record of some kind or other, 

* . . 

About 2 :30 a callf rom the storeadvised me a young lady 
and gentleman were heading this way. It was Harold Means, junior, 
3 ?jd his sister in law from flew Orleans, L ‘hey were heading 
toward Hands End and mama and papa for the 

holiday and would, among-other people,‘see Robina, I started 
to walk them around but got only as far as'little 
iss Alberta s favorite studio when Ur, TdL ley of Hew Orleans urrivt 
1 parked her at Yucca until the r est of us had made the 
rounds where we all •opened the bottle 'of port Dr, 

Talley had brought. She had a flock of pictures 

the artist had painted on her order for 

the Junior League of 3 tonRoug&, The artist 

is obvionsLy coining money and. pa 'is obviously getting 

himself a new car, How the money does circulate, 

I don't notice the little peacocks are growing any but 
their bility to fly high into tall trees impresses me 
much, they are tame-t me cndeat out of 
my hand even as doss their papa, L he excessive rains 
have provided perfect, incubation for boll weevils 
and flea, hoppers, the latter being some kind of a bug 
that perforates the stalk of the cotton without killing 
the plant but invar ia h ly discb\iraging the plant f rom 
producing any bolls, .already the - airplane' 
dusters are getting tuned up and 1 jj glad the little 
peacqcks are getting so fond of corn bread'since that 
may help thevi consider bly if their insect diet is 


suddenly cut off and if they, themselves d 
knocked out by the stuff that is bout to d 
on the countrside from on high, Forgive a 
tiresome memo, I'm sleepy and intend 
folding forthwith,,,,,,,, 


elves don t get 
ut to descend 


Memorandum : 

* •' *V * • 

Hummer at its best, 

through the picture window, 1 can see Carrollr.bout 
q foot and a half of purest white,resting in the moonlight 
on the green grass beyond the oallery, something „bout 
his position of relaxation suggesting that assumed by 
a cow, when, after having grazed to her heart's 
content, folds up her legs and rests on the ground, chewing her 
cud leisurely a?id obviously at peace with the universe, 

So Carroll appears in the wite garden, 

\ ■ r . z ' ■' '• > 1 <■* 

It was pleasant to see °, H, a.t supper tonight 
n nd athough he looked tired, he seemed in good spirits. 

The r ea3on I didn't see him at supper last night, 

I learned from the clerk this morning, was because he had 
been delayed in getting home, after spending the fternoon 
at Dan's house in Pecane Park, It seems Dan 
was on a crying jag, his Wife, Jne , having gone 
toAlexandria for the day, L he children v)ho a re said to 
seek shelter elsewhere when Dan gets on a drunk, had 
goneix to spend the day with vuanita E, 
who lives a cauple of blocks away, J think it 
wonderful that with the exception of theGeneral, the 
other hroth.eps and sister .caji protesf, their vast «. 
concern over J, H,'s health and immediately 
proceed to add to his burdens. 

From bothCarnen and Celeste, 1 got c nearly morning 
report of the meeting of the Hysterical Ladies 
ye terda . ^hey voted, to air condition the old Iem.ee 
Houseand worked out many details about other civic 
undertakings and agreed to. purchase the screeen Bobby 
leblieuq made, showing the founding of Natchitoches, 

I haven t heard anyone hint there was c»y b ckstairs influences 
at work to make the vote for the screen purchase unaninous and 
I shall now begin holding the thought 

that Bobby will go ahead and make an El Hamino Real screeen that 
may be as readily sold to Mr, Hedges, 

, Tonight Allen Jackson g a ve some details 





1 
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According to Mr, Jackosn, it was only after the official greetings 

had been carried out and the procession began its next progress 

toward an official banquet or luncheon to be given in another part 

of the city that another youth in the murder conspiracy 

took a pot shot at the A .ustrian couple when their car took a 

wrong turn, resulting in the death of the pair and 

igniting the fuse that exploded the 1st Jorld War, Until 

hearing tonight's report, I believe I had always 

supposed that somebody tossed a bomb that had blown up 

t\e couple and that that was all there was to it, 1 must 

say it does seem ramark^ble that a revolver could accomplish what 

a bomb couldn t and withal so soon after the first 

attempt had been made, 

Dve "ood just called, °he is spending six weeks at North¬ 
western, to get her Master's degree, having come down from 
Vhichita, Kansas to do her studying in the town 
wiicre she lived several years and where her sons graduated, 

She is bubbling over with nervous energy 
and has always seemed to enjoy blowing off steam 
in my neighborhood which she believes entertains me 
as she feels it w\ould be bound to entertain anyone, never 
suspecting that 3he only succeeds in boring. She 
has been calling me thrice daily since school 
began, — 11 :30 a,m,, 4:30 p,m, and 11:15 p,m,, 
simply to chatter and to try to make 
appointments to come down to re d to me which is 
her desire to read except that what she wants to 
is stuff that entertains her and I should prefer 
my reading machine to hearing something 1 want to 


very kind, 
read 
to use 
hear than 


to 


w a & ~ ~ «7 — o - 

listen to her chatter from clippings, too often comprising 
reports that the present racial disturbances are 
Kremlin inspired and such like. In short. 

Eve ip hill billy at heart for although she stems from ansas 

and the somewhat narrow viewpoint of people reputedly possessed 

of such an outlook from that area, still she is an excellent 

example of the proof that hill-billy-i8m has nothing 

much to do with geographic antecedents but is 

merely c way of the heart, -He would hnve 

liked to come down any night this week but ± have put 

foot down, ^he must be a glutton for refusals or, possibly. 


I 
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Thursday, June E9th, 1961, 


Memorandum: . 

ft 

Another gorgeous summer's day, 

I talked withAnn this afternoon, the 
first time I had heard her toice slice she returned from 
her jaunt to Charlottesville, °he said Gra 
Qot off this morning, having caught a plane from Alexandria 
at 7 and a jet from NewOrleans at 10, As it 
is now bout midnight in Manhattan, 1 reckon s>'.e is 
not is sleeping as yet, her first night out, although 
she is probably flattened out, Muring her 

six weeks in pursuit of pn education, 1 shall send her The Enterprise 
and f *; rhaps a frequent memo » 

At sv.pp,er tonight, and lassume for Dan's benefit, J, H, 
remarked that Sister had written she would not be 
comipg down this weekend, having a camping party to attend. 

Such a statement from that, quarter, of couree, doesn't 
mean ai\thing except that she is demonstrating she would 
like to 'tbr.ve somebody urge her to come. If she is disappointed 
in that hope, it is quite likely she will come anyway, even forgetting 
the camping party story, According to the latest information, 
the ol ns for a western jaunt for August are gradually chejing to 




anywhere, Since not 
beyond the next impulse. 


a trip to Mexico, It seems to 
me sfc has been tl^cre before, I can only wonder what any 
place has to offer her and her type except as a point toward 
nil ic.h one may journey to and then return. Of course it is 
quite possible she may decide never to go 
even she is c apable of making up her mind, 
counting on ny agenda is foolish, 

K. 

According to latest reports which T got at the 
breakfast table this morning when breaking fast 
with the^clerk, 1 learned the S, G, Eenrys would 
come on Friday and remain until after dinner 
on Sunday and that.o ,-H, had asked all the ^e?i rys to c ome 

with wiyes-ynd children, --to dine here, J- guess on Saturday, 
ana onSUnday, he would invited the -i atonRou <e f.milies 
to dine in town before their departure, 

> t- «. 

Armed with this information, I entered upon 

JLI. -_ A A - - 1. ~ u. n - J-K - J.M 


XI. . 
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enthusiasm about the present appearance of the&hana 
garden and how delighted, — a He —I wasto learn 
that Carolyn was planning r bout passing this w a y, en route ] 
to Ji ew Orleans, aud might pause here, in which case I 
would ask her to get the shots d so much wanted for various 
projects. My hostess thought this a darling idea and 
we went o?i to other chit-chat. Fifteen minutes later, 1 learne 
seemingly to my surprise, n bout the plans for dinner in town, 
and expl ined I felt bound to remain at home because of 
C rolyn's expected visitation, '- L 'he hostess pouted prettily 
„nd 3a id she wanted me rs much as anyone at the dinner 
in town, With sweet, reasonableness, however, 

I returned to the photographic element, 

however, and, now it would appear that the alibi is well 

est llished although 1 know the dener-1 will 

h ve to be sold the same bill of goods but I think 

I can manage that readily enough, 


the gallery 
a few weeks back, 


Yesterday Cam thrown, delegated to do some cleaning at 
the pig house, borrowed a length of my garden hose, 

-e asked for it and I gladly acceded, This afternoon, deciding 
the ducks needed some water, I turned on the hose le ding from 
the edge of their gallery to their residence, and 
went merrily on my w c y, "n hour 1 ter, Doreatha 
called me from her house, saying there were 
ladies at, the.'.and camp, I went out on 
to get some things Blythe hadleft here 
and discovered Sam Brown, in returning the hose, 
h a d not connected it to the one ending 
in the middle of the lawn in front of Yucca and 
accordingly the whole thing was a young lake, I got some 
boards down just as Blythe and Moan arrived. Blythe said 
Paul King had flown down from Mew ±ork during the 
recent rains and that she and Fd {and had gone to the 
„irport in Alexandria to meet him, x he plane tried landing 
three times but the fog was too thick and 
so, after much circling by the pi ne a?id much nervousness 
on t he part of people awaiting in-coming guests, 

■die plane had given up and flown on to Shreveport and that it 
him longer to negotiate the distance between 
hreveport and Alexandria than it had from Mew York to few 
Orleans although the M, Y, 0, run is 

just^ bout ten times os-long a s the SA, run, 

from the Jh a na gcr den, I a m ing a fine vegetable 
salde for PTe-bed snack tonight, —lettuce, , 
tomatoes, belle peppars, onions nd so on and i m hungry and 


JO 


. 1 - .. t.i../» v./i . nn 


h* ti + V + 


Friday, June 50th, 1961, 


C ' 

Memorandum : 

Summer .continues, cloudless, hot and humid , Ye 
were lucky in getting no deluge, sandwiched in under 
a vault of blue, as we were, between torrents of 
rain in the^lcxandria area and showers between here and Bermuda, 

Plenty of tourists stooped at the store from 
fairly early in t he morning until 
first dark but they were all turned . . 

away and 1 only had a couple of set of 
people to impede my gardening efforts. Mr. Peabody, 
an old friend, came frpm.ilexandria, with 

a Presbyterian preacher with wife, daughter and boy-friend. 

And later in the day Tom 11 arris, be-getter of 
peacocks, dropped in fromEldorado, ' ' 

Arkansas with his pephcw and I was glad to see them, 

■ l he nephew leaves t is coming week for a summer 
in the -cdeterranean, with an accent 
on G-reece, Italy ynd the Riviera, Me will 
be b a ck for the opening of college at . 

Durham, Mo thCarolina, where he is majoring in 
English, 

long about 5, the General with wife and granddaughter 
arrived fromBaton^ouge. From then until 
first dark, it was a busy time, what with the 
little girl, around 6, wanting-to 
absorb the s tangeness of the country to 
which she has never been very much exposed, 

• 

1 reckon the pets must have tiiought it 
was their birthday for the little one~ 
wanted to lend a hand at 

distributing supper to the animals and her 
swiftness of motion in pursuing one or another 
gave the pets afuite a turn. 

Her grandfather and 1 had walked 
in *hana and she hadaccompanied us, 
noting the white rabbit go*ng down a row 
of carrots. Low Paul and Louella 

pulling grass mightily, the peacocks' ‘cM cuineas anxious for 
a handout, the pheasants making that 

peculiar crowing sound they always maifcst 
jus before feeding time, We inspected 

> r.. tr.n - 1 - i. _ u 4. j r 
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. , , „ , Sunday, July 2nd, 1961 • 

found myself wondering how the little one, —o'useji , — knew a hout 
him for she had. been the first to ask if she might 
see him . I think the family does not 
see theEnterprise but somebody must have 

. mentioned the McGrcw story to them • Memorandum: 


After supper, Susan and d made a prolonged round 
to give the pets another round 
of supper and it was all very pleasant 
and I strolled across the fence where 
the grandparents had gone to b e with 
J • H, and Celeste but T declined the invitation 
to linger, having many a little 
chore of my owij to attend to before getting back 
into the night s routine • 

Ihe S, <?.*s junior, will come up tomorrow 
before dinner^and therein Uenrys will come down to break 
bread. In the late afternoon, Pat and family will come down 
to sup and after dinner tomorrow, BatonHouge will 
have headed back toward home and Joe 
Henry will arrive from Conroe, I suppose, or from 
Arkansas, 

during the evening, one or another secretary 
had appeared and disappeared, re-appeared and 
re-disappeared, awaiting an opportunity to 
have a go at the mail but normaclj/ wc.s not chieved 
until after he hour for the show to begin at the honkey- 
tonk and thus tod.ay s mail awaits attention sometime 
on the morrow, — 1 hope, -, I h pe . 


She 


Eve lood just called from H- thitoches • 
is the one person i have heard of who seems 
to be staying put over this holiday . the Walkers 
called earlier and are expecting visitors from their directions 
which ought to be ju.st fine since the preparations 
for moving their office to their new building this 
montt is putting much pressure on them to make use 
of the presses prior to their dismantelment and re¬ 
assembly' T\ere is an added sense of urgency 
in theJad ker set-up . This is because they 


9*q tatted 


and 


7/ell, it appe s everyone has his work cut out for 
I shall be enchanted when the 4th is passed and 

■ — » T » i . — n ... • * K«li V u/7 tin 


him 


• 

Hot and humid, with a one inch rain on 
Saturday afternoon, concentrated on this bend of 
the river and nowhere else with much banging and clatter 
up the road this afternoon with Matchitochcs getting 
and inch but with us getting none • 

• 

Well, as for the visitation, it.^all 
went off fairly well so,far as the people .were 
concerned', The S. G,'s, junior, and 3 year old son, 
arrived Saturday morning and the Dan Henrys with four children 
arriving from town about,the same time • 'The 
children and Celeste's dog had a wonderful time 
and by the time the rain arrived around 2: 30, the 
children were tired from their romping and 
the boxer was exhilerated. The papa peacock had 
no tail left and the little peacock twins were 
I dead and that was that • 

• «. 

I was so glad to have a chance to settle 
affairs of the world iwth the General, He 
says he is worried about ^the world situation • 

He sayeth further that the reason for the 

Cuban fiasco was based primarily on the fact 

that the highly secret reports submitted to 

President Eisenhower who passed them on to his successor 

were never read, as he unc{erstands it . H e thinks 

President Kennedy made the finest choice possible 

in selecting General T a yi 0 r as his 

confidential military adviser . He has known Maxwell Teylor 

for decades and admires him extravagantly, He says the'reason 

he resigned from the Eisenhower household was 

because no a ttention was paid to any of his 

recommendations, not that these recommendations 

were truned down but simply that nobody paid 

any attention to them since nobody ever examined them • 

Perahps because he, himself,,is interested in business, 

S, G . has added admiration for T a yi 0 r because 
he is active .in business, too, being President of 
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Monday , July 3rd, 1961, 


th e Uexican-Amer ican Power and light Corporation 
of which I had never heard but which seems to be a big 
concern, 


Mcmorandum : 

Cloudy, hot and humid. 


Madam General apparantly .bent over backward to be 
nice to me. Perhaps this was due in large measure 
to the fr.ct that Susan, her granddaughter, fell in love 
with e, declaring at Saturday's dinner table that 
1 must be a nice man as my animals loved me so, 

Ihe S, G,'s, senior, settled down in the big house, the S, G,'s, 

junior, across the fence. This morning about 8 at 

breakfast, adam.General asked■if I would take her daughter-in- 

law, Barbara, on a tour, as she had never seen the gourds, Ghana 

and such like, B would. Two and a half hours later, Susan 

came t. Yucca to say "they" were a'lread in the garden m "They" 

turned out to be S, G, senior, pushing S, G,, junior, 

in the wheelchair and , H, Although the ground was 

soft, the wheelchair made it altought 

some times it had to be pulled rather than pushed but 

the General was determined Jiis son was going to see the 

things, such as u hana, which he likes so much. The 

ladies ne er did appear, Cele te told me later that 

Barbara simply doesn t like the country and preferred remaining 

ins\de t across the fence, therebye reminding me of the lady who 

wouldn t bother turning her head to catch a glimpse 

o the^frican House, Verily there is no : ccounting 

for taste, 


And sq : bout noon, all the Henrys traveled to town 
to dine out but I again declined on the trumped up 
grounds that Carolyn might pass by with her oamera which 
1 needed. Of course Carolyn did not come 
an! nobody else came and that was that, except that it 
gave me an opportunity to pick up and out b~ck together 
what 1 could of Saturday's children's frolic. 





Mews of the death of lamest Hemingway rocks the 
ether waves tonight, 4 Obviously the 

world has lost one of its most eminent authors 
whose books were ne^ver m^ant for me. 

Perhaps I was living too much in the 18th century with 

18th century authors when I should have been 

living in the 20th and re.ding and enjoying Hemingway • 

V ~ J...—~ 11.. r +h n /* A 1 i r* , I'nTrl n G n .Q a 7710 11 fj 






It was natural to hold a post mortem over the 
weekend at coffee this morning and that is just what 
was held. Mine hostess agreed that everything went off smoothly, 
thanks to the absence of any other members of the family than those 
present, that Vie Junior S,G-,'s and their children 
are darling but that it is too much to have six on such 
a visitation and that another shouldn't be anticipated very soon agaii 
Madam^eneral complained that her husband is forgetful and has been 
rather sharp with her of late while Ban confided to Madam General 
that her husband on&aturday expressed his regret that he had not 
seen Dan at the PecaneGroviers' parhecue although in reality 
he had. It was said the junior wife is a darling 
girl and doesn't like the country to the extent 

of walking in the garden as far as the African HCuse to the big house 
or the other way around but, as I understand it, that 
is perfectly natural aiid that just about wrapped up that, 

C, >. 

At breakfast, Joe asked me to go to town with 
him to cut down a couple of trees in Pecane Perk, —the second 
invitation, Per a second time, I declined, 

t ' ' • --- 

I suppose he must have dined with Pat ind Juanita for 
he didn't return for dinner. He did return about 2:30, 
however, and came to see me at Ghana, He had much to 
tell and even remarked upon the number of children milling 
around the tree-cutting operations luring the morning, Some¬ 
thing tell3 me he is going to do a heap more remarking 
on that subject as time marches on, 

» * 

He said Juanita A. is feeling fine and that her 
m ther will be in a cast for three Months 

• 

Joe dan never stay put in one place very long 
.,n 1 asked if he might see the baptisin' I had asked la Hunter 
to execute in his behalf and to his order. He found 
it the best tiling she had done and immediately 
wanted te carry it from Yucca to the store to 
show J, H, I discouraged that, knowing v, H, 
doesn't know a good primitive from a bad one and^cares less. 


/ 
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l ‘uesday, July 4th, 1961, 


is in the best of all *kinds of worlds so far as 
Joe is concerned at the moment, a ut, unless 
I cm greatly mistaken, the world is going to take on 
much darker hues just as soon as Joe begins building 
his new house, and will intensify straight along cs 
he begins to sense a little what only today 
seemed, to dawn o?i hi>m & little, —the 

inord.iante number of children in the s everal streets witfun 

of his new home site, T ecu think of 

only one thing a bout that element that may give 

pleasure to Ju nita ?. who for SO or 30 years has 

done a lot of te ching of third graders and therefore 

will perhaps feel right at home when inundated 

from dawn 'til dusk by billions of erd 

graders, Hy guc35, however, is that it will not 

be too long after they hive moved into their new home that 

Joe will shortly get more of such company than 

he can stand and a new site and a new home will be 

determined upon for Joe,at least, 

who loves a perpetual stew, that ought to be just fine and 
at the same time keep him out of other people’s 
perrukes as he bus , es himself searching for 
a new location, new wrinkles in the ideal home to 
be built and alienates all the neighbors within 
blocks of his present undertaking, 


For the first time in several weeks, I heard 
Hr, Saverei<[o'j,t of London tonight, giving 
the best eulogy I have heard on Hr, Hemingway, 

It was laudatory ~nd T think : r r, Hemingway would 
h-ve liked it. It reminded me of something 

Celeste mentioned several years ago, When she and J, II, were 
flying from ^avana to HewOrleans, J, H, went to sleep and 
Celeste fell to talking with a lady next to her who turned 

MmpLisH hom ' in 

■ lovely holiday in Cube wit}\, her bretl-er ajfd his family 
but jwas, "lad to i be getting home as shewasn t up to 
long daylight hours in bed and all night hours 

m » % • H JL J • L ai X nt /1 r» nil 1 >1 A 


rang 


Hemor ndumt 

Blue and gold, hot and humid. 

So often today I found myself thinking of little 
Hiss Lee and wondering if she might be finding a 
measure of pleasure out of this most road-running of all 

hoiidays, 

Remarkable to relate, 1 , myself, never saw a soul from beyond 
the confines of the plantation, I guess this is the first 
time lean remember Blythe not appe ring at the camp on the 4th, 

I suppose there were probably plenty of people 

who may have tried to crash H e g rose j never 

he rd bout such doings. Somehow h st Sunday 

didn't seem like Sunday but this following 

Tuesday did and to such an extent that it 

was almost 10 before I remember that usually on Tuesday 

and every day except Sunday, I sip coffee at 9 across the fence, 

* 

And that had something -bout it, —the coffee hour, — 
that seemed like Sunday, too, for the verson who 
never gets in on the coffe,e hour was there today, — , H, 

And for the first time I can remember, the entire planted ion 
o rvejd the 4th down to the last individual, 

The 19th of °une, f or .some reason, wesn t so much observed this year 
but everybody n\ade up for that by going o?i picnics today, including 
the secretaries, leaving me quite a lot of y il that 
I should have been glad to examine but didn t get round to, 

Joe and I dined, across the fence but we had 
to hurry a little as Celeste wanted to 
get on to a party at lies's house in town and as she 
was not coming back until after dark, Jioreatha had beked a chicken 
for voe and me sc that we might dine at 
the big house , n 

* J H, looked on a 
In the a fternooti, J. «• 
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barbecue somewhere around Clarence and Joe 
worked on an X, B. A, report and I pulled grass 
for too many sweating hours. Occasionally . 
Joe would come to chat and we woul sit on a 
bench and }fr, Carroll would hop up to 
see what was cooking but Low Paul nd Lo”,ella 
never paused for a moment in their weed vullina 
efforts, ' 1 y 


A n hour after the usual supper hour, 1 
finally tracked down Joe across the fence where lie 
was chatting with le pere Antoine, 7hen 1 arrived, 
ki o e j a und c nexc use to go to f~he store, le aving the pri st 
on my 1 -p and 1 thought lie. would never mover 
on. He had much to S‘y about Poland and much 
joy that his vacaption of t>i_ree weeks begins next Sun ay 
when he will head out for, Pittsburgh and Philadelphia vlich he ado 
ecaf.se iey a re big cities. On his return early in August, 

’■■c is hoping against hone that orders will come to hand " 
forthwith, transferring him from this Parish to 
a; y place., jus so long as it is in a big cita- li 
to get acqucnted. with Mrs, * - fl 


re- 


i t 

' r 


•J-, 


as 
h . 


Henry, jr,, who 


e ought 


must disliked 


>/ 

v * 


much as he. Poor r ere nto'n; 

r f i 9 j_> w :• - v ■’f l r* t % - i 

■ -l *••<?- i..rc’ -o impatient to have lots 

of money and leisure to enjoy life and indifferent 
as ell to the people of his Parish, Unless he be born anatn. 

I l ; n t I'toOine much satisfaction in life ahead of him but niraclet 
■ o happen :.n perhaps he will someday turn a command there 
quite by chance, he will bump into.contentment and * 

I shall be glad for his pe ce of mine. 

Like tod y's batch of.thf country's road-runners, 

I. too, am tired tonight 1 but I find vast 

• • * * j — ^ « n 7««« o T hn a* 


h*en_and Deonl. 1 


Wednesday, July 5th, 1961, 


Memorandum: , . 

Pull summer, — a humid one. 

It was so nice having a letter 
from Ayme, giving me a picture of 
how thi^ji^ere turning toward.the beginning of 
las - weekend, ana for the picture of the heroic doings 
planned for the saving of the Egyptian temple from 
thar engulfing waters of the proposed new dam, 

you referred to the letter .written the Pocket 
regarding theEllegood mention of a pictorial 
book from her camera, l‘he fact is 

that 1 never did receive any acknowledgement of the 
communication from the lady to whom it was addressed, Too 
busy is undoubtedly the excuse which, under the 
circumaaces, would seem to be apretty poor one, 

• 

It was so charistically thoughtful of you to have 
a note of greetings, the subway guide and dL 1 awaiting 
Ora on her arrival. In her letter to me she mentioned 
how she had gone by her Post Office box, simply to 
determine its location and how surprised and delighted she 
was to find this evidence of your kindness, 

perhaps you girls will establish c ntact tomorrow ni lit or when¬ 
ever, and I shall be holding the thought you both 
get a measure of delight out of the contact although, 
as you well know, I never expect one friend necessarily to 
hit it off with another but if the thing 
happens to turn out satisf ctory all around, one 
is t the happier for any pleasure that either or 
both m..y have experienced, 

Poe left for Arkansas this morning c.nd, by 
some miracle, P got through another day without 
interruptions from road runners, 

Because of the recent heavy rains, vll the hde hands 
are still in the cotton fields and for the 
pa3t month, 1 guess, I haven t had any assistance in 
the weed sdiion except f r one day, 1 cannot hope 
to keep abreast of the acrec.O e ali & * 3a »P merely concentrate on 
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Thursday, July 6th, 1961, 


» 

jlowers at Ghana and a d a b of attention to gourds 

a'id let the rest of the stuff go to grass and to 

Jr, Carroll and associates and Low Paul a nd 

Ovaella • T notice the Ur,Carroll has one a r vantage 

and one disadvantag the the geese and I cannot 

claim. He has a snow-white cloack, of course, which is scarcely 

needed in these hot, humid days, but at the same 

time he has more sense than the geese and 1 have, for 

after he has worked over a few rows of lettuce or beets, and 

is prob'i'ly mighty hot, he simply scampers off to 

the Ghana house, heading slap un er the place and 

flattening himself out on the cool, shaded ground, his b a ck against 
tie ch\mney and only one long white ear emerging to 
indie te where he is napping the hot mid¬ 
afternoon hour away . I take his temporary 
withdrawal a s a sign that Low Paul and Louella 

ought to be getting thirsty odd thereupon I run a hose beneath one 

of the big pecanes and t rn on the w c .ter, providing them 

with a nice shadey place where they mc.y refresh themselves 

n nd even do a bit of splashing about, Hone of us 

ever,get nil our work done but we certainly enjoy 

our companionship in doing what we do, 

1 reckon 1 would be getting twice as much 
okra, were the rows freed from the engulfing grass but 
1 a m not dreaming of attacking that job and in spite of 
the grass, C am getting enough for both houses although 
1 am filled with regret I haven t more to share with some of 
my friend.s, now that the seson-is just getting under way. 

As the stuff will go on producing from now until 
fjrost, I reckon l may get the pi rterrres in which it 
figures br.ck into some sort of civilised order 
before too many more weeks have come and gone, 

the gourds are really beginning to spurt now. Every day 
- am finding ones that a day or two ago were about the 
s^r.ce oj one s little finger suddenly developing into 
length and circumference of one's arm to the elbow and 
already the trellises are beginning to look as 
those they were an autdoor rendition of a 
Boudish temple of - thousand lamps suspended from 
the rafters. 

Again my thanks for having made my day so pleasant and may 
your little impending interlude away from the loom be ever 
so satisfying. . 


Memorandum ; 

deaf and water content in the air both 
around 90, If sweating helps eliminate \ 9 -a 
impurities from the body, I ought to be almost 
in the angelic class. 

There s eems to quite a flurry in town about 
one item included in this week's .Enterprise 
touching upon the arrest for drunkenness of one Lloyd 
iVheat, 1 shall touch on this in a memo to 

Cra, Lloyd Wheat lost a hand in the recent war, 

(e was apromising young lawyer and I believe it was 
he who ran against CousinArthur for the Louisiana 
Senate, just after the war, and won, whic 6 was really quite 
remarkable in view of the power exerted by the partner of 
Cra s husband, Lloyd Wheat was married in Baton H ougc, 

Govenor Earl Long in attendance, and the bride was 
the young widow of another veteran, She is 
nlso the daughter of Hazel Courage who goes around with 
the bridge set in town and for aUite a while 
wassupervisor of food at the 0 ountry Club, Following 
the 7/heat nuptials, Lloyd began running around 
witt] other gals and gambling heavily. By the time 
his term of office expired in the Legislature, 
he had lost popularity with the voters and was 
not re-elected. He and hip wife separated for a while and 
when she wasn t begetting her five children by this u ion, 
she was teaching school and Lloyd was said to be drinking uv 
n d gambling a way his check from the Government as 
incapacitated veteran. 

As you may hjvenoticed, the newspapers, --both he 
‘imes and Enterprise, print the Polic^Blotter weekly and that is how 
the 7/heat name happened to appear this week. Because 
people are like people are, there is a vast 
resentment a gai'nst anyone who would breathe 
the name of anyone on the Police Blotter if they 
are white or if they have claims to connections 
with responsible people although it is alright 
to print the names of all people of 

color, regardless of their status 
m the community, In short, it s the old, old 
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custom of some people wanting a double standard, perfectly 
satisfied ifpeoplc not in their circle are » 
mentioned in connection with anything hut 
furious if a member of their own race or 
crowd gets put in the same category . 


As for loci do ings, 
that gave me a chance to 


it was wonderfully ^uiet and 
do more outside stuff than 


I should have under taken but I'm glad I got 
a lot of ^things done • I guess if strain a 


gross 


muscle in my right shoulder which has made it 
a little ifficult to get into a comfortable position 
to sleep but that will be alright in a day or two . 

■dr. Carroll and Low Paul and Louella 
continue working diligently at their different 
lines of endeavor in the garden and somehow 
make the time pasf faster. The guineas seem to 
be getting into the act, too, and they enjoy 
being talked at as they peeks t bugs and I thrown 
at *~r. C arro n % 7/hen the sun gets too 
intense, I withdraw into the leafy shade of the gourd trellises 
and what with the frjtit developing so quickly now, I 
find it a pleasure to fbcar down tie vines nd observe growth 
on the gourd level. 1 noticed one youhg gourd, 
perhaps three or four days old, while working in tiieat section 
ohis f ternoon. t is (Kbout IS or 14 inches in length c.nd no bigger 
than one s little finger . What this is going 
to look like within two or three weeks is anybody's 
guess. Perhaps it is the same variety that 
1 grew a year or so ago that reached a 
a little oner six feet and certainly 
did look ri iculous. 


an 


length 




7 and 8 
read an 
road to 
to town 
kitchen 


- rs. Charles (Eve( "cod cape down for a hour between 


tonight, bringing the June HcCll's to 
j r 'C Laverei^article to me before dashing on up the 
Oakland to c .11 on Lucille before going back 
and her studies at Northwestern In somebody's 
in towi , she made me a delectable dessert and while 
I enjoyed the reading and shall relish the food later, 

I should have preferred the hour by myself to do nothing in 
but that would be anti-social, as road- 
runners agree, when one inclines toward 
a quiet s'trech at close of dc.y...... 





Friday, July 7th, 2962. 


Memorandum : 

Contiued humid summer with vast clouds of 
Pentellic marbled,so beautifully curved 
against the cobalt of heaven thqt one sighs and wishes 
. uggenheim or some body would sponsor a good photographer to 
take at least 365 successive days of 
cloud pictures from a given point throughout 
and perhaps han a as a bnckdrop would be as good as any. 

I learned something tonight on __ 

the radio that differed from what I had always supDosed 
to be somewhat different and I only regret that I ‘ 
didn t hear the last of the program to wrap up my errors 
the more c ompletely. Allen Jackson at 7;40 was 
doing a five minute program, the subject of which 
was 1'atel. I have no reason to suppose the" 

Columbia office checking on historic 
accuracy, had done 30 in this case. —If they tiould 
only check my spelling . ell, anyway. Hr. jackson 
3ai ^ that Louis XI ', chancing to be in tlis neighborhood 
of the home of his Finance Minister, Fouquet, accept 
oil invitation to dive, blit was so upset he didn't 
remain over night, fter seeing such a display 
of 1- vishness on the part of a tax gatherer • 

I am under or always have been under the impression 

that LouisXlV did stay 11 night . Well, 

anyway, I had also understood that it o as 

nt this splendid fete at Vaux-lc-Vicomte that Vatcl 

committed suicide when the 'ish, he had planned 

for a course at dinner, failed to arrive in time • 

t'tis took pH ce in the 2660's but, according to 

Ir. Jackson, following Foucuet's disgrace, Vatel 

got n post as "atre d'hotel with some other 

wealthy patron, unnamed nd in the 2 670's, when a gred 

banquet he waspreparing, —and there the 

telephone bussed, —2. S. *illc.rd calling, 

ana 1 never got the end of the Jackson version. 

If Jaakson's version is correct, I must get 
brushed up on my ''’atel, learning whom he m. y have served 
for ten years after Fou n uet, etc., etc., and when he 
really did die. It seems so c\‘.rions I should 

• i t - . U i 11 a n t*t imrtressi on of the.Vctel mree- _ 
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Sunday, July 9 th, 1961. 


L 


theselydevsted most of my time to the great out of doors today 

an■ only not tangled up in telephone calls when I w-s so foolishas to 

pass in the enighborhood of Yucca. One such call was from 

the college, saying some writer named C' v on c ld or some'' such, 

passing this way from her native Australia, wanted an interview 

for some article or series of articles she is do in 

for a paper "down under", Sue Wood called 

on anot er go-round to give me a list 

of books I ought to have r eocrded, and there was the usual 
Carmen call, and a chat with Ann and so on, j 
told I • S, Willard I would c all her b c ck between 
9 and 10 and must do so eventually, 

And so, no sooner said than done, and having at 
this stage called I, Sill >.rd on 
my own hook, I learn she cannot find any 
Vatel listed in her reference books but in a 
little a rticle on French cooking,, she finds a 
sentence beginning "Under Louis I1V, 
cooking made a step forward , one of the most 
prominent proponents of thcArt being one v atel, 
maitre d'hotel of the SrandCende,,,,, 


And nobody breathed a word j bout a gentleman 
named foxiaUet, 


Yell so much fuss about nothing t all 
and I wish I knew more to fuss (Lbout, 


Itfwoul appear we are to have aco mparatively 
quiet week end, praises be., Y believe Sister is 
going to hav some kind of a minor surgery 
tomorrow morning which ought to keep her 
bedded down for the week end inS reveport , I 
hold the thought 3he may not-ao-m^ here for her re¬ 
cuperation although the Joe Heimys .are 
scheduled t to come this way for the 
weekend of the SSnd and so that may keep 
things down to a shau in the other direction. 


I hold the 
relaxation may 


t. ought a measure'-of 
be in the cards for 
.****■ mu f.v rite 


Memorandumi 


and 


d id 


A damp week and . with two inch sf in Saturdayyterno °» 

a half inch this afternoon with sprinkles m between. 


We 

give 


didn't really need the rain but it 
me a measure of quiet and I liked that. 


On Saturday morning, while at coffee, °P pS3ec a ' Lc 
and remarked that Sis er w r s hayinrj on operation for 

:::r r inir, r 

sfisy^ssb *. .o. 

th/s. ic rt around 9:30 this morning and I 
d nedclone m ich I liked aery much and they didn t return until 
nearly' dark tonight. *e Pere Antoine »ad arr.d.d .S.ut t he 

c '.l/'teS 'report onShr ooport doings 
except that everything w-s alright. Tomorrow nornmg at 9 I 


reckon 

l 


I sliall h ve some particulars. 


I was provoked on Saturday afternoon .when I discovered the 

ZYr Yiutvt FeeVeX ?™5l T/^ef^X - 

through talking >out the dog's killings on .his si e 
liul/Pti ^to’iXf'^7reVnl yt .l b e%re\e fU,ishes off 

'ti.YrestVikT-.nt* « »» *>-*> •«<*« •/ V ' e 1 hop ‘' 

the news JromK.y, v.i James, is eertainly 
depressing, -"hen they were here the last of Lag, 
ste-nfessed the joy she experienced mknowing 
the hip tone was he ..ling was due m large 
measure to the f at that she felt before getting 
the fa -gar: He report tha t she s mpl - 


1 fl irin t nc throuah 


another o >er tion, and now, it 
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Monday, July 10th, 1851. 


is evident, she will be facing a nother forthwith. 

‘Thef ct th.it Jes has come around to volontarily heading 

out for Charleston represents quite n ch-nge in ctitude from 

r;ll tha has gone before • I think this polonged incapacity on her 

part and his kindness in looking after her has drawn them 

both mu r 'h closer together. &he confided in 

May tha ■ she had felt it was unjust to keep him tied down and 

had told him if he w anted a divorce she would grant-it, simply because 

she "elt she w as too much of a drag on his whole existence. 

* 

His greatest problem now will be to get her moved back to 
Baton^ouge, following the oper -ion. He is right in feeling 
that she is always enervated when under the same roof with 
Aunt"illie and of course her recuperation is g oing 
to 1 rag on endlessly until he can get her out 

from under that spell. 1'his may be easier to do now than formerly, 
however, since ell three poin s in the triangle now seem kindly dispot 
the one toward the other and that ought to make engineeerin the 
transfer the e sier, J- should, imagine, 

■he diet proble , if 1 never explained it before, is based on the 
fact that for some reason which Z* don't pretend to nderstand, 
it is physically impossible to perform a gall 
bladder operation on Ha'j, possibly due in part to the kidney 
difficulty and perhaps not. In any event, <11 fat must be avoided 
n: she c Minot even eat bread which contains f t, it is said. Hence i 
rigid diet, the absence of one kidney and now this necessity for 
a hip operation must present a pretty grim aspect for the poor thing. 
Those who know the aitistcr household set-up intimately rejoice 
that the tbo have eao.n other and feel that 

J.mes is her present life-saver during the recent years of 
so mUG>h-physical trial and spiritual 

difficulties with Aunt "illie. It is said that even Aunt Willie 
now recognises how much ''ernes has meant not only to Kay but to 
the other members of K y s f mily who h ve been"able to 
o qlong their own, cafe-free ways without ever 
doubting th t ' J ames will give & y. all the'love and 
attention any human being possibly could, n 

view of the barrenness of the ye rs before their marriage, 
f y's life now, in'spite of all the handicaps, seems 
to be oore full of joy than she- had ever known before her 
marriage and this prcb„hly goes far in helping hef 
to carry on. 

It was odd how my secretary, having read the brief letter 

. _ M • M A •» ■» _ J -• U. ... JL I. J. 1, . A 


Memorandum : 

Pleasantly cool, unpleasantly damp. 

ft remained cloudy all day. About five o'clock, 
tl-.ree or four airplanes begr.n criss-crossing overhead, dusting 
the 1-oc 1 cotton acres with a vengencp. I was surprised 
that J, II. shoul l have ordered such doings since 
it had looked as though it might rain any moment 
all day and the radio spoke -of most of Texas getting 
cloudbursts. I believe the poison must remain 
on the plants about 4 hours to kill a maximum number of boll 
weevils. Jithin SO minutes from the time the 
planes departed, it began raining gently ~n hal ' an hour 
later dwindled off into a mere sprinkle. Such are the 
hazards of cotton operations. 

I saw J. H. pt supper and he made no reference to 
the dusting but id a k what the forecast 
was for the morrow, —rain in this area. 

» 

He said he thought some of the nearly S 00 planters 
and bankers, scheduled to me ke a trip to 
Pennsylvania, Mew York, etc., might give up 

the notion of le ving when weaihe conditions made concentration 

on the crops so important, especially if it keeps on 

raining. I, am quite sure he will not forego 

the outing but he himself said he wasn't so sure 

about J. H. !Hlli -ms. I believe the trip is made 

in special cars which ought to m. ke th.e journey much 

easire thus by r il than was the jaunt by car through 

Mexico early in the 3pring, 



Mie travelers le ve this area next 
Sunday, I believe, and Celeste will take 
the opportunity to visit in Pawn Rouge, Mew Iberia 
nd various places iround in that region. 

I •ssune I shall be holding down the plantation 
in comxiratiye isolation, come next Sunday. 




ay or wo 


b' ck, 


I may have mentioned 








_ . 
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a gourd looking much like a sting bean • I noticed the 
same one today hut because of the rapidity of 
growth, it now presents an object about 
three feet in length and a bout as ‘big -2 round ns 
a half dollar on- 1 obviously still intent on 
grouping more, -“•providing the rains 
' on v soften the vine a.llovjing the weigh of 
the fruit to pert the vine in twin. rr' .cei 
five or six other gouris of the same* variety 
growing in the sane location*, and I shall enjoy 
seeing what progress the others will hrve wad'- by 
the morrow. . 

/.quite charming young lady from Austral i - came by 
appe i :i sment tiiis 'iftcmoou • Sidney is h*v ho^.e which 
seems the more remarkable since her accent 
is sg perfectly American ipithoutht e 
slightest trace of British twist .Perhaps she is 
Australian by rdopiion. Anyhoace» she does some 
fee dure stuff for newspapers down under" and 

did what 1 coyld to. provide material for her pen. 
after which L w ? . 3 enchanted to be ble to g^t 
bf-.ck to weed-pulling, what with the dampness mckino it 
so e sy to e xtr c t roots and all. >/ suppose I 
hre ive or six hundred feet of fancy brand 
of lettuce growing lustily but I'r. 

f^rroll has taken care of all of that, leaving only 
tie svumps for me to pull up and that is easy". 

Peacock fe tiers continue flying n bout 
like straws in the wind and when I think how 
many have been picked up by one perscu and another, 

I marvel that the big bird has any covering at 
all.. I picked up a couple myself this 
evening and thought you might 
bf interested in one especially, not the 

and he finds himself possessed of no t ail 
at ell, there seems to be no particular 
reason for him to remain in Led until 8 or 9 


sday, July 11th, 1961. 


rr. 


emorandum; 

min tVTffffff aenttnues...sprites * fa n.rn t ,: g , 

to loam in’a note* fro m “era U>J 1 “asenaha nted 

be establishing contact In J t V ° U al 1 Would 

ThursMywa* Mi da fa hear r ron EiV Wa 5 P eunin J me the line , perhaps 
L *f criioff^rn suggei tUat ***** th* P 

Ora on the morrow, askinn r.t VP sh(d 1 
undertake the iob of -• oiler tin K 5 Wo ' ai like to 
'Piecing together the srrtP* 9 *l arn 
Louisiana . While she /o • l aVing to do with 

time to dig into'some Pern'stx^T^l* V° Ht >Xa ' Je 

IS she doesn't want to ton*/ +/ +, - 3 ' e Seels like it. 

be easy enough ter me to r. ' lg ‘ H nil1 

i’tint of such a f book we"ld f’A'f sov,e,, edy else, the 
the material which las been a A AtPT- i‘ P 
past and would reouire „ t print m the 

the part of the afher atfe fpuZ It "?* * vt mrit ‘"0 •» 
should think her or ximitfto A. ' o 

would simplify this fob if sheA-nVAft’ j 01 '™* 3 -for material 
/trite her about it today but shall t l ■/ s ' ,cJ 1 «et 
morrow, tJaturallv L \ 8 . 1 tdk<: lt up on the 

whether she f Apt's or rd- A l nii fferent as to 
attempt to f infill f that d *"* Sha11 -"itf 
to the L. S./l, Press a‘ter T ? av thc “ t,rrf along 

person nd naturallv Ail n ‘V’' ,<pD;i likely 
name until iff fill l fjjf "** “»«•» 

,n nai “ 

any notation of the particulars he *1+ , *J? ake 

*flit AYhfiffpf r.fj,y t v'i°Up Py 




\ 





T 
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forebodings, the letter in itself 
would be of no value, legally, sincd it 
is merely'signed by not notarised . And yet it 
must be greed that in spite of the fact that in 
reality it is merely a gesture, it is t ouching that 
he should hau gone to so much tr able to set down the particul 

J-t w„ s a darling d .y in town, luncheon at the country 
club, a party in the afternoon and a reception at Mildred 
Cunningham's for a niece who plans celebrating 
nuptials in September, I am often 

staggered by the number of teas and shovicrs that can be 
stirred up against such future events and I know 
not why people begin the parties in July for September 
weddings when they could ju$t as well begin them 
in October for the following September flurry, therebye 
providing so many more affairs to wear out everybody, 
in eluding the prospective bride, having r nuthina to do 
with the event . d 

Th a nks to the endless drissles and rains, I h c ve 
spent much time of late lifting up whole gobs of plants 
from ’c? neentrated places and scattering them in 
places where there appears to he a weaknessin 
a triangle or whatever . Under 
normal scorching skies, such ef orts would 
prove the height of folly but now that 
dampness appears to be in the cards for days to come, 

I think I may enjoy G measure of 
success in the operation, 

I'm so glad to learn by tonight's radi that 
the Kennedys used Mount Vernon as''a 
terminal in their trip up 
the Potomac by way of entertaining 
the President of the other half of India, 

I possibly mentioned when the kennedys were 
in&urope that 1 wished they might do something 
for Uonticello as a 

place to entertain distinguished visitors and it 
would be doubly pleasant it the 
custom could be established to make both 
Mount Vernon and the Little Mountain 
spots where delightful things could be done 
by way of entertaining distinguished guest, what 
with all the charm of both places and the 
essence of such distinguished former occupants 

“ • ■* J-*. — I. - 1 . 1 ... J.. . 


Wednesday, July 18th, 1961, 


- 


emorandum : 


Memark c ,ble to relate, dthough it did rain a little 
mid morning, it never did rain this afternoon 
and for a while the sun a? peared. The temper ture 
remains on the cool side, perhaps a round 80 but 
the humidity is so high, it seems somewhat warmer 
thn.n the thermometer ,indicates, 

, " o , " ' . ’ , 

Las-t night and tonigf t, J. 7. did not pa rtake of 
any supper, ^‘otHght about 7, he brought me a water¬ 
melon, explai nin^ he had not come to supper 
because • if he came, he would c ertainly eat, and 
I agreed this was undoubtedly true • I 
did not tell him that Celesta had mentioned over the 
coffee cups at 9 this morning that 3 he hdd 
prepared him a cold supper last night which he enjoyed. 


Pat was worried about J, H,'s he It ye~terdai when 
J, J *, while in town, stopped in at Pit *-s 
office, to rest » Pat, the&eneral 
nd Celeste are currently worried because 
J, U , says he is going around the world, again 
before long. All three of the -hove named would 
applaud such' 0 . trip for him if he would tr-vel 
in a leisurely fashion but everybody knows he will 
fly at breakneck speed while in the ;■ir and 
exhaust himself by out of the way motor trips when on 
f'* 1 so those three are 

trying to discourage him from making 
the jaunt unless he undertakes it with somebody who 
will not be con.tent to wrap up the^atican in 
80 minutes and Home in a half hour. 


*Celeste said Sister called him from the hospital 
last nig', , complaining a bc\'.t things in general, apparantly 
and she he-- rd U, I, tell her if she wanted to 

me down here to recuperate, it waul'' he alright, 
alright for him, of course, since he will be cwdy f ron next 
Sunday to the following Sunday and what with Celeste 
planning to be on a frolic inSouth Louisiana, t'%a, wculc. 

;be pretty mitdft ‘TS'fding me holding the bag, 

. , 4 win J A T ~ %■ n « M O Z' 1 T W1. 7 7 


as 



v 
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the moment, ‘ ^ Ir, he encir-ling business /or 

doll 9 t V SQn.ll if I yn , . 

perhipt a‘mi2e ri bo r * • W 

ante tlkifffj 14 is ’“>* 

& zvn XtSI; 

es > wcludin. gardening. ' 


MlJerd 




hnum 1 *' Zf "r ‘ ,flc 0<?ST ^ffSSfid 
spoken with her since 


confirmed that 1 . 3 . 

IDOTTIqII ’p’p a o* i) •/. *r » 

■%z r %tir t . 

J / it o„» compare with' S » +?° H9 the w ° rd abou 
9ive ~ 


ItoUl 'gtvVZT* T h r' anather she hz* 'V peered in cosi!me • 
and SnpreVa Zn^Z effecting * d V* ^a?ia, 

ostrichs p i me that* stulVll? h aH t. 5v " SV}hat ratty 

G t‘ S,l i r1 i, th t Vculd have donc'cVZ-Z* 11 * 1 beliUld in 
a harlot's R evUe% aJe done credit to Bf Lily in 


fence 'in Font ' 0 f * ^*“»/•*owers along the 

Inm* n t +i. . JvJ-'icn 


in 


& ^ha.na 

18 feet 


blossoms is rmnilVn\7Z °" e g±0 

are p ssiny tZir^iZfefl'f.iJ^ the iZ'rgXTti,, 
beg inn in tobow t> cir L L P e eSS and ar e ° S 

i'f age, the Heslf . 'nf/f™ •*•?* height 

t’ d aTen arrangement Jf a hfufJThV" 0 = " c 30 mu3h 
l id er usual circumstances +hl Z V th 1,1 a bce *<««. 
cn the seeds but they hven'tuZ^l T Uld he w °rking 
Of csmual endeavor as Zt ? ertaken that line 

dusting business caulin lhem t *i r '°' nt 

°S proximity to t hehottf,'yields, ' tMraw . u **« moods 


Of 


and out 


;id k0W does V™r urd garen grow 




Thursday , July 13th, 1961 


Memorandum: 

cloudy with only occrsional showers hut 
wit al short enough in duration to allow Fug n heu and 
assistants to rest for 15 minues and then 
resuming plodding i round in the mud f al reminding me 
of a phrase thatused to he so familiar : 


*11 y a heauctup de^bouta Chaville' 


,• 


which one or another of my companions used to remark upon 

when we would he goingAo Versailles, for, asyou may recall, one 

passes through u haville en route thither from Baris, and 

later, when taking some gradua e work at Columbia, 

it turned out that a barber on Morningside Heights who 

sometimes worked on my perruke, was a native of 

Chaville and whenever I pcid a visit to his emporium, 

we invariably greeted each other with that 

old phrase, ^ ^ 

■ L he day's post brought news from Morningside 
Hii ts today and I was delighted to learn that 
the lady writing from that place had established 
contact with little Miss Lee and apparently 
everything had gone off tc the mutual delight of both 
participating parties • 


I heard much 
is guite modern, 


Luring the coffee hour this morning 
about a new house visited, resterd y that 
darlig withal but something one would rather look into 
th a n live in. .It is in town, somewhere 
in the gener 1 section where Or lives but 
unlike her home is not on the margin of the river. 

It is owned by the Robinsons or Robertsons or some such, 
formerly of Magnolia,Arkansas and is quite 
3 

t 

city 

the Oranges 


• / '/ic / J. ; uj t i» f v o v vc 

ipiffy but with more money. spent on the ho\ise 
than on what viould seem to be .an ordinary enough 
; i ty lot I remember so many hR>u * in 


Hew Jersey Aha 1 people would 


spend a quarter of 


a million on, 

4 > « «« « i n 1 rt f A ^ 


placing 

n vt>und s a 


that 






t- 
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the eaves on a11 four si’’es dripped on the sidwalk and if one 
U)an ed to he real neighborly, one merely had 
to lean out of a window to be able to shake hands 
with the neighbor occupying the adjofing 
dwelling, Tom Harris qf Eldorado did the 
interiors sumptuously on the //ato hitoches habitation 
nd 1 suppose Or knows \11 about the place but T on't 
need to know gi V more. 

Celeste invited Father Damien or whatever the u atchitcches priest 
name is, to come down.tomorrow at 9, bringing 
his papq and mama from -fewOrleans with him vi th a view 
to tfoing little tour, I think the Revirmd Father[s name 
isn t exactly Damiens or whatever but is enough like it 
to remind me of the gentleman who scratched 
Louis .17 with a pen knife, C.s I 

h-ve ’.lready h d the Presbyterian preacher of a few years b.ck 
when Ora still attended th: t church, to see me, ,-~a 

gent with wooden leg, named Clary, the same a 3 Louis XlSisteenth 's 

Valet, 1 find myself somewhat eagerly c sting a bout 

to see whats other personal ity in the 

Hat-hit-ches clergy 1 may round up to r dd to 

the edition of names from, l'Anden 

Regime, 


■ihe radio continues mentioning the Fount Vernon 
party and x only regret I haven’t seen 
exhaustive newspaper accounts of the festivities for 
it all strikes me as having been fust gr nd, *L think 
I shall use the event as a peg' on which to hang a 
column one of these days. Perhaps Life or 
some such publication will come up with 
some pictures and I shil-1 enjoy seeing^ such pictorial 

did speaking of the printed r page. 1 am sorry to learn 
of the demise of Coronet, i seldom sew that magazine 


accounts, too. 


■‘fid speaicing of the pr inted r page± am sorry to lecyrn 
of the demise of Coronet, i seldom saw tliat magazine 
but was a lways glad there was such an item and we s’.all 
be the poorer for its passing, . 


11254 


Friday, July 14th,, 1961 


Memorandum: 

to noui d .. a ., h . < * PPy f<z11 0f the Batille da V 

qnrint -7 he . a : vily • iust before dawn but only 

sprinkled m mid morning, Ae blue sky took 

ver c , noon and what with the sun dnzzlina -nd 

b lance of % at j hou1: 99 44 one hundredth for the 

o lance oj the day , we w sweltered, 

K'cKXiT.ftr se4ti,,? 

* > 

i;£5 - ’vs**•* 

the light Vfs' JtYArlnt TCt 8 rCr' th ‘ lt f n r 9 r!M ’ n a3 1 Altered, . 

f™ 11 ™ Afferent a„d 

TZ'f el:?JF U ' J V‘ roon fireplace, perhape 

heeau ”' 0/ <4 » 

n \ J. t c m thin 9 d tes f r om about IS 00 and 

re t’tdous weight simply crashed • 

.„...- V r* u n "-U recall the endirons bearinq Lvle's 

' i he «W tetwLndlem, 

~ keep a basket of my f a vontc gourds, L» 
s-me miracle, when descending tlie mirroir had somehow 
missed the andirons below but had landed on the 
handle af the nnurd hnslret and. even 










— • •- 
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more remarkable, had remained standing upright, covering the 

fireplace opening, of course, and merely leaving void the four or 

five feet as between the ceiling and the top of the ' 

mirroir in its new position, How it was that the 

great glass had not tilted forward and crashed a ll over the 

b.idet or t he nir^ons, I cannot imagine , I 

frequently keep a primitive painting 

against the glass, resting on the bottom horizontal frame 
of the mirror, l here’ was one there this morning, a funeral 
about 18 inches heigh end two feet i wide, Oddly 
enough, end 1 find it very odd, the primitive Was still resting 
on the mirroir’s frame, having traveled downward with the ■lass 
n’ s till resting on the ’rame after the crash, Nothing 
at all. was cracked or even scratched and after rounding up 
i'Hll^ogers to put a new back o?i the thing and four or ■'ive men 
toelevate it to its former position, the place was 
back in order fend that was that, 

,'ell, so much 'or the f .ll of the glace on the 
anniversary of the fall of la Bastille and again 
I apologize for spinning the thing out so endlessly, 

1 • S, ■"illard called, She is having a time 
with poison ivy blisters on the bottom of her 
foot, Any place is b c d enough but on the in¬ 
step must be particularly worrisome, I related 
the medical nnouncement I had bumped into on 
the adio lost winter, to wit, that pills were 
no*available, without- necessity of perscription, at all 
drug stores, that might be taken He fore one 
had been exp\osed or during the 3iege, and that 
the irritation and*-effects of the poison would 
be eliminated' immediately, I hope they have 
the stuff in town nd that she can obtain some 
Shortly fter the new day is born, 

d bilieve the banker-planters will be in 
Hew York on Wednesday from 8 a,m, to midnight but whether 
Cra will see her brother-in-law or not. who win h ,. 
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Sunday, July 16th, 1961, 


Memorandum : 

Sunny Saturday, showery aturday night, sunny until 4 o'clock 
this afternoon, followed by another h c lf inch of rain, *he gourds cont 
dropping, J 


I was glad when Saturday night came and I could divest myself 
of most of my rainment, collapse in a chair, fortified with 
a t 11 glass of crushed ice and a coke and get some 
news and the nvitation to Learning ihc had the 
philosophy of^enaca oil its genda, u ut just 
as I priced my hips for a prolonged j uiet evening, 

J, ug a bou appeared at the door to say that some 
ladies from a camp down by the spillway 
were wanting to speak with me for a moment 

at the front gate, J got dressed and moseyed thence to discover 

two ladies from the camp had a third lady from - ,J orth 

Louisiana and they wanted to, give her a tour, :L he^ood 

Neighbor policy is good but not onSaturday night 

at the end of a busy week and told them as mcich, did i, 

i-ut 1 g v' them t he tour anyway and I not no news 

a nd no Senaca and that was that, 

• » • 

The humidity from Saturday night's rain and the high 
temperature persisted all morning until 

nearly noon when a sudden shower dropped the temperature 

nearly 40 degrees in about SO minutes, x he suncame out 

shortly ifterward but the coolness remained, J, ti, 

had left -j bout 9 for New Orleans to catch^the banker's special 

for the Hast C 0 st and x Celeste, hernephew, D-nRegard and 1 had 

lunch together, immediately ifthr which Celeste 

took off for j here ever, both husband and wife threat eni.no t o 

return week hence, 

I, S,"illard c cl led in the morning to 
say she ■■as going to 'phone 1 he Bluff before 

noon and a sked if i had any message for lay, J told her that instead, 
had a mess ge for her to the effect that it was my 

unlerstending B y was entering the hospital and so —that is this 
week end, and so probably wouldn t be at home She said she wouli 
try anyhow and I invited her to ; ome doun , bringing 
her camera with her to see how much of the interior 










1 
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Monday, July 17th, 1961. 


of the^hana ceiling and fire pi :.c e we could count on 
getting in a single shot vchen Thelma sends me a commerical 
ohotograplier . 

An! so 3. 3, Will rd arrived about S c.nd we experimented with 
camera. ^he s id she hadnst heen able 
to cent ct anyone at the Bluff c.nd had tried two 
of the dhcrle ton hospitals but without success. JaiBegard 
who was remaining until 6 when Pallas friend was picking 
him up to return to L. 3. U. 3immer>chool, end I invited him 
over to Gh a na to have a dab of Crockett cake and a coke ' 'h us , 

.'+e ' - Li'icc' . S.‘HHard to <(rive me to 

Little n ivcr where 1 wanted to see St.Augustine's and St. Gary's 
and what sort of shots I, could get for Se-say-shin 
pictures later next month. I. S.Willrd had 

not been on Little K iver in 3 years or more, the last time, the only 
other time being with d'iss Cammie when T>- : vid Dillard, 

1. S. Villard ' s newly wed consort, had taken along 
shotgun and although Miss Cammie had asked, him not 
to icse.it, he. had shot an aligator. 1 had. forgotten 
„beUt all that, cnembering it only when sl-.e mentioned it, as 
having appeared in some of theanullmer.t papers vchich 

l. S. Willard in the 1941 1 s had asked : r iss Commie to 
fill out for her at a time 

when ffiss Cammie was leaving everything for me 
to ttend to in m tters conccrniyg correspondence, etc. 

* • 

B-.ck home within SO minutes, we noticed dark clouds rolling 
this way froTg. the direction of town and the clerk, Lis wife •: 1 ’ child i 
rriued for a little visit and. so 1.3. Willard 

decanted end the clerk and f mily remained, through a shower and 
39 this so aewhat prosaic day passed. 

3, 3. Jilin rd had brought me a pinf of cottage cheese 
.id when everybody ms gone, I went to u h na and plucked me some 

m. m m — m « * 4 1 - 


Memo rand.um : 

All blue and gold, hot and humid but, nircole of miracles, 
no rain today. , 

The 'ay's post was fairly heavy, including a dandy surprise 
p^gkage, a letter and. map, dl f rom Lyne . 

Thankp to the expert packing, the package ,as always, travelled 
perfectly and T am delighted with all contents. I shall 
be so'glvd to hve the extra copies of the Louisiana story 
in the days to come nd tho.nk you, sincerely 'or the generous 
collection. The fro sers I L.cvc not tried on as yet but 
I did slip into the jacket immediately and find it will serve 
me in good stead in the do,ys ahead, as, I have no dou u t, the 
trousers will, too • As fop the 
shirts, I haven't tried them on asyet but they 
are in such excellent order, I shall find it 
so envenient to slip into them many a time 

in the weeks ahead, and. c s lecial ly in such a summer as this 
when the unusually high humidity necessitates such 
freiuent changes. t 

It goes without saying 3 am delighted to have 
the map, presenting as it does an excellent conceot 
of the region on~e known so well an-'* which - 
continues dwelling with me when little Miss 
Lee mentions being in the neighborhood, and when in the 
Spring when the fLogvfeods l.oc-lly recall those in the Sterl interest 
area, not to mention all during the year when 
local gardening brings me in ccontact with 
t is or that dogwood flourishing in the local gardens . 

Of course 1 was delighted to learn from 
e letter how things are turning and what is going on 

«■ . !i 

I 



; .. 
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Tuesday, July 18th, 1961. 


during this segment of the vacation. >1 G m gladd, 
too, that you ltd Ora hit it off so nicely. 

A subsequent note from her again mentioned the initial 
meeting and*how delighted .she is with our friend. I 
must drop her a note reporting ta t the new Walker 
property in town is IS 06 Williams Avenue. .As 
Ora's number is 1054, if 1 remember correctly, this 
probably means both families, with properties 
on the river bank, will not be very far apart when 
the Walkers take up their residence ''there. 

another .letter in today's post was 
the enclosure from Helen. As you will 
note from its contents, the^ocket is o f on another 
bender in the direction of education rather than 
photography. If she lands this new job, you may be sure 
she will enter upon her new duties with 
gusto and then gradually detatch herself until 
as time jogs along, the whole university will 
gradual ly evaporate from her interest as she dashes 
off in quest ofsome other enthusiasm. Verily 
she is to be pitied for having tto stability a?td no 
stick -to-itive-ness". 

Even a s I had written Blythe on the 5th 
of July, so 1 wrote her on the 15th, exvressing 
the thought that the 4th along the river had 
seemed different because of her absence from the coup and 
pit the 15th that the same sensation 
was experienced but that I hoped her downfall 
of the Bastille Bay had been a pleasant one. On the strength 
of tue second holiday's greetings, she cranked up 
her horseless carriage and with Joan a long side, 
drove up this fternoon. &he said she wasn't going to 
try to get into the camp, what with the mud puddles so vast, 
but they did want to say Howdy J«d here they we re, bringing some 
elegant food for midnight snacks, e tc ., etc. ■‘■hey w ere 
a mazed at the growth of the gourds since last they were here 


’fcmo rand um ; 

Another da, of solid sunshine and sticky humidity. 

1 don't sec anything extraordinary bout 
a mirror falling, as happened last night when 
•sh.e one over Celeste's fireplacelet go and settled down 
on the mantel without damaging it or anything 
on the mantel b',!.t it does seem worthy 
of remark that hers should have followed the course of 
the Yucca one only two or three days b a ck. I 
assume mirrors may be falling a ll the tine at 
t".e n i-? of one a minute or some such but nobody keevs tab 
on the events in the way the National Safety Council 
tabulates the death rate of weekend tr velers. 

Carmen c lied me this morning to ra tie off a lot 
Qossip, p using only to set tier clock back 4 minutes 
when she began the conversation. Ten minutes later she 
reported something dreaffully wrong with her time 
piece. It seems the clock must have liked 
being pushed, into reverse for it had continued 
ticking away with the hands wf the thing moving 
steadily b ckwards rather than in the normal fashion. 

■f other clocks in the oldest town in 

the Louisiana Purchase fall into line, a whole 

lot might be explained by way of conservatism in that 

community. 


■jve "ood called me this noon, and tliis evening, and 1 s\ 
trying, she knocked, out my news program both times. 
t>hc has only three weeks more of burner School when 
she will be bolting b. _ck UWhicita, Kansas. 

,jhe is a persistent lady and the reason she mentioned this 
time element was to h^ve it serve as a reminder that 
she is interested in iris and her Kansas neighbors 
are intere ted in iris and she is dying to 
hpvc me usher her in to Briarwood. 

" h ’V s ^ e can't, go and call of Kiss Dormon 
b'.' ' or self I do:l know% Sometime 

vUanita F. anc. 1 might run up to irits land and pe rhavs 
I can arrangeto drag two ladies inste d of 
one. There certainly would be no iris to' 


suppose wi 
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Wednesday t July 29th, 2962• 


Memorandum: 


be -dmired in deep summer but perhaps Eve 
and, her friends will purchase a flock of s tuff, 
come spring, and it is always pleasant to turn 
prospective purchasers into the pa th of 
would-be sellers 

» 

In spite of the heat, ^ spent the m jar portion 
of the afternoon laboring it j.renbourg where the pear crop 
is so excessive that t'.e weight of t}-,e fruit is tending to 
bre k down the limbs, I suppose I divested the 
trees of 25 or 30 bushels, trying to lighten 
the load without‘removing hut a portion from each of 
the more dtfiierously sagging branches, I shall 
be going back tomorrow morning to 
do the same thing with the persimmons wh.irh are 
equally bending under the bulk of 
this ear's crop, What with c late freeze this 
last Spring, it seems remarkable that 
there would be any f ruit at all and yet here we are 
faced ipith an abundance that, if notelimin ted in 
large measure, will be tearing the trees to 
pieces • 

I wish I had a color photo of C-hana at the moment, 
showing the green ruffle a gourd vine is making 
allaround the eaves of the building, I pi nted a 
couple of seeds at the right hand front 

corner of the house and the vines are thriving luxuriantly t 

having gone all across the front along the 

gutter and b n ck along the side to the old wash cot 

and thence along ■ e back of the house to make ‘it 

look as lush as anything in equitorial Africa, 

One' big yellow gourd, about the size 

of a large chicken, has developed right on 


Pure summer, hot and humid. 


tffte Family Tree took on ten more leaves at 
a single jump today which startled and delighted me, 

I have seen the little old. black bantam hen only 
once or twice in the past two or three viecks. Obviously 
she was setting, J always sighted her coming from t!ie 
direction of the avantcourt and felt sorry over the dis- 
ppointment that would be hers when the eggs in her concealed 
nest never would hatch, I was quite sure about 
the sterilitj of the eggs because the nearest 
bantam rooster on this stretch of Cane j '-i cr is 
on a plantation a couple of miles up the road and I was 
quite sure neither the local biddie nor the 
rooster would, be roaming that far afield, bent on 
courting, 

% 

b ut today it turned, out that I was wrong 
in all my assumptions, apparently, for the eggs did 
hatch and the nest wasn t in the avant-cour but slap at the 
end of the front gallery in a basket not much bigger than the 
mama bantam herself and, because of its 
smallness, h a d somehow got* lost up under a little 
old t-ble I us« as a barricade behind which 1 stand 
rakes, hoes and similar garden paraphandlia• 


If one knows his way i round Cane^iver, 
he never bothers to go into anything so intricate as 
dubious branches in any family tree a.nd white, tan or 
ebony emerges as iP may end that is that and that is 
the case with ny ten new grandchildren, lour 
are the conventional white, — lily white, and four are 
black, - antharcite black, just like their mama. One 
is sort of orange as though an Indian strain might have 
and the last but by no means the least, stumps me 


intruded 


! 
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two 


—JJoticed this morning when gathering up 
-going mail thqt yesterday's memo got left 
rather than one went forward under today’s 


behind so that 
oancellati rm..., 
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completely as t possible parentage on the male side, 
for it is either a gray-blue or a blue-gray, and I 
ca< 't quite decide which is the dominant hue, Perhaps 
,there is a touch of early bluejc.y about the lineage or 
possibly a blue heron, neither of which seems really likely, 

Be tha-p as if- may/, however, there is a grandchild of that 
unexpected coloring and without consulting the mama 
as to her reaction to the strange assortment, J don’t 
mind standing up and announcing myself as thoroughly 
deligh ed all around the colpr spectrum, Jhat with 
murderous borer dogs, armadillos, varnits great and small, 

I reckon the fuss-budget mama can scarcely hope 
to raise them all to'man's estate but I do find 
myself yearning that .the little gray-blue or blue-gray one 
my be one who somehow makes it. 

In the mem time, the smart black bantam rooster, 
presented by Hay -Ithazar, is levettng himself to 
the gray guineas in the gourd garden . Off hand, I 
should say the black mama bantam end the newly arrived rooster 
haven t met as yet, Everything is so new for the. rooster in 
his new surroundings and mama has her h nds so full with ten 
■new b r hies to look after, :t the d ys will pass, even as daps 'cue 
a w ry of doing, and I’ll bet th t before he knows what has hit him, 
the blafk rooster will find himself be in$ co-’.rted by the bl r ck hen 
who most oertainl'i >, f r c. e fvmtely demonstrated she knovis her 
way arorpd, 

■ L helna culled this morning and Eve Z'ood this evening, 
inviting me lo join them on Saturday 

afternpon to^ run over to Podges Gardens where s:me sort 
of ' musicftlc "en plej.n air" i 3 being presented c.t 
sundown . 4 1 can imagine nothing 'viler, what with 

the music les dlways being mighty poor to viy way of thinking, sc far 
s the type of music offered by the excellent: orchestras or choirs. 

It seems to me somebody 3aid something ’out a Gil h ert 
and Sullivrn thing whichis lright if th t is wh -t 
anybody to ants in the gardens where I weald 
gladly settle for just a touch of Strauss, 

Uatvr 11 y 1 declined without too much thanks h "t wit?- «nc; . 

of good wishes for those who may have to undergo the thing 


Thursday, July SUth, 1061 , 


Memorandum* , 

The thermometer continues in the 90 's and 
in the afternoon, the big, old thunder-heads continue 
growling and spilling a dab of moisture which 
Wa 3 adequate enough inpersperation without a ny need for 
the clouds to dampen what was already all a-drip. 

It seems to me I forgot to mention in yesterday's 
memo that on ‘Tuesday the , big old plantation bell 
gracing the east side of theAfrican House crashed, 
smashing the seat of the little old ante helium wagon 
beneath and making ,splinters out of a billion gourds resting 
in the bed of the wagon I reckon Uncle Israel ’s 
ghost must be on a frolic, two mirrors and a big 
old plantation bell -11 within five days, 

* 

A letter from era signifies her 
affirmative reaction to the exploratory 
question about her interest in doing a LafcadioHTIern 
book for the Louisiana University Press, 

I immediately wrote President Ellegood, suggesting he 

contact Cra, on the matter before she leaves .-ew York, 

thus enabling her to take a couple of ganders at wh,at 

m n y be available in the Manhattan «. 

repositories , Fra.kly, I don't 

know if the aforesaid Lafcadio wrote much from 

or about Louisiana although the article . 

Lyle quoted from, dated HeioOrleans, as I recall, 

. was excellent, But regardless 

of whether Ora does such a book or not, her acquaintance thus 
established pith the aforesaid Ellgegcod will, us the 
final sylable of his name suggests, be on the good 
side for her in other literary pursuits, 
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Friday, July 81 st, 1961 , 


• % 

Eve Wood called this noon, asking if she 
might come down tomorrow to bring me some 
clippings she wanted me to have. She 
preferred to come in the evening but that would 
tend to confuse and clog a schedule 
already too gummed up. 

The Walkers had called earlier to 
ask if they might pick up the 

new mural for their office which seems to be op preaching 

mural placement time, I hedged a little and 

it was decided a precise hour would be 

determined on tonorrow, 'They are anxious to 

have me see their new property a block or 

two up the river from Or^'s and suggested they would be 

glad to come and pick me up, whisk me off to the 

property, after which they would take me to 

the Country Qlub for a swim if I wished and G fried 

shrimp, dinner, 1 think I shall 

compromise for a sandwich on their pronerty, driving in to 
town with Eve, That will give me an 

opportunity to inspect the new office, see the property 

and perhaps get hack to home base at some reasonable 

time, Carmen called to ask if she night bring 

her niece, the latter's husband and their 

four offspring, the ol'est 11, for a tour tom.orrow 

evening . inswer: No, Saturday morning 

was next served up as a possibility, These 

relatives are returning to their home inC a lifornia, via 

Fisso '.ri, this weekend but it seems they simply ccn’t 

yet off either to Missouri or California 

until they have a look-see at this loop of the 

stream, 

letter from James, posted in Souti Carolina, 
gives addresses I shall have to jot down when 
tomorrow's secretary makes a round, —if 1 be about. 

He reports Kay in good spirits, impatient to get 
the operation over, She is at the HewPocer hospital 
in 'Charleston nd he is stqying in a motel in 
the same block A reference to 

"'drs, Etorn" G s being in town or whatever, is inter sting 
So turns the world an so I must make a turn on 
the front gallery to see if the blnck bantam and the 
10 grandchildren are safely tucked in their beds . 


Memorandum • 

Pure summer. 

It was so wonderful to find the dandy air mial 
from Lyme, together with a package which'' 
holds the promise of brighter ar^#t in the days ahead 
and how may I say thank you, ^ , 


V 

I marvel at your bility PKfirtd time to do all the things 
you are undertaking and 1 hold the^t! ought youroutside activities 
with Crc. my not put too much of a’strain on the day to day 
do-ngs of the inexornble routine ofbusipess and the hearth, 

• ■' *. j , • - ,n 

I can't think how I get my dates all gummed 
up 'during the past couple of days, having seemingly lost a week 
between the fall of the Bastille and yesterday and today when 
I dated my letters the 87 th and 88 th, including the letter 
of L, S.LL, Press, a note to Or and so on. 

From ti\eenclosure you w 11 note that this year's 
miracle in the butterfly lily section has come to pass, 

I was thinking of last year yesterday. It seemed to 
me the unfolding of the first flower was gglng to be 
a solid week later this year but that wasn t the season's 
f ult but my own confusion .in the calendar - There is such 

pretty moon tonight and it is now 18 hours after I dsicovered 
the first blossom unfolding at 10:80 this morning 
in the section in front of lucca• Several more unfolded 
during the evening and a film of dew on the cluster 
under the moon is really enchanting tonight, 

* t • 

Even "ood came at 8 this afternoon and ran 
through a flock of clippings she had 
been s ving for me. At 4 , she drove me in to 
town ana. I took the Munter mural with me, going directly 
to the office of the &nterprise^'here seemed to be so many 
people at labor all over the place as X entered with 
thelong mailing tube containing /the f 
C, H, erection, 'fr.talker wasjk* «. 
engaged in conference at hisj/LteltLth 
two gentlemen, several bus inJtrsfijpple t . 
were attending to <.bU3 i-ness w ith strenepra/’hers, etc,, 
and from the switchboard ope'adror to the 
oocrators of the presses, everybody seemed to note my 

•% j .. . l inlirt n n vd 7 .r* 7 7 7 / 
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Memorandum 


Humid to the point of showers on Saturdayaftern 
and a heavy one with c brisk wind, tearing off' 
pecane limbs this afternoon, 

<. r . 

o, n, got hrck around 8. and Celeste came in from 
so' th Louisiana about an fyour later, , 

Juanita A, had come from Texas on 

Saturday morning to join We who, had 
arrived Saturday night, They spent 
Saturday in town with the rchitect and. everything 
seemed fust perfect but this, afternoon, following 
Juanita - ,'s departure for Conroe, 

Jpe came to see me and to say he half 
thoughtt he would tear up the plans for 
the house a lid start all over again with another 
architect. One does like that when 
tangled up with a perfectionist, I guess, 

Joe confided to me that Dan hadsold his 
part of the business in town but wasn't telling anyont 
and was retaining n desk in the office, What will e'A 
from ell t is. Heaven alone ki^cws, Joe said 
fur her that Pat seems to be doing big business with 
Jen Johnson, the millionaire ! atoh itoches 
gentleman of color whose ramifications run from 
real estate to I know not what. 


capable of extending the old southern greeting in 

the midst of the hubbub of busine33 and perhaps 

secretly hoping to floor what ver conservative matrons of 

the social side by her doings, I'm sure her husband must have 

gigglged silently in his beard as he noted whateve shock 

spread over the 'cces cloe3t to his desk. 

Forthwith x wa3 taken to the new Enterprise building next 
door and found itquite promising ,as to .layout. There is 
still some work to be done but shelving is in place, the 
place for the mural re-dy, etc,, etc, 

• rs. Walker and 1 then drove to 
their present home near the college, picked up 
her son, and then went directly to their new property 
out beyond Ore. 's, I was astonished at the depth 
of the lot, —about 800 feet in depth , 1 believe. 

Anyway, there is a very pleasant house with some fine shrubery 
in front of it and one or two outbuildings 
behind the house with equally fine pi nts and a little 
white picket fenc^ about the size of the house in ground 
it encompasses, Then, f urther westward, there is c. terrace wi 
steps leading down to inothcr level, at present in 1 wn but 
ndequate for a fine vegetable garden, witl t plenty of fruit 
trees, etc,, and iqe paused to sample figs •’rom 
thre trees, berries from the bushes, etc,, etc, 

Continuing further westward on another level, one comes to 


Home lady called me from Tyler on 
Saturday, She wanted to hring iier mother 
and three daughters oPer, he mother 
hed known Hiss Cammie, UQj&st&l 8 o'clock 
~nw they arrived promptj The daughters 
were -,bout 15, 1 6 and 17 pxrducts of 
the harum-scarum school' wkcfl, 

were .22 over the pi act, iMerea ted in nothing and 
bent on exploring everything wifh.a ve\\gcnce, Weir 
told me virgimh Dennard* and htisb'qnd a re retting 
a divorce • The lady wore pants, by the J 

way, as did the daughters Hut the g randmother didn't 


er, twilnking 
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Mand .y, July 84th, 1961 


Memorandum 


Soggy and steamy, Town got a tremendous 
rain hut locally it merely remained suspended in 
air, soaking everything that mooed but little 
moisture actually falling from heaven to hearth, 

The phone remains . out of order, i s 
of Sunday last past which, dL though blit yesterday 
seems rather farther back somehow. 


I took the group through the big house, the 
gourd garden, &han a , the African House and 
Yucca. 2‘he girls were impressed by the 
sight of the gou.rds suspended from the ceiling, 

They asked if the y rngi^th have one when they left, and T 

said they might. HobeWy lingered long in the 

house, what with thunder rolling mightily in the 

west and everybody dashed to the front gate 

to get to their car. On reaching their, 

one of the girls remarked they had not . brought the 

gourd and a ske'd if they mightreturn and get it , I said 

they might, We waited quite a while for them 

to return and imagine my surprise when they apearcd, 

bearing not a gourd from the front gallery, but 

whole vines of half grown gourds they had 

pulled up and torn down from the gourd garden trellises, 

The mother seemed to think it was just fine but regretted 

there were too many to get into the b c ck compartment of 

the car so that that section, having been filled tty 

the bursting point, had to give ’way to 

the inside of the car for the balance of the bouty, 

By then it was pouring and every bod y was 
soaked but the visitors said they didn't mind. 

Cue can btt-t wonder that a nybo y lets pilgrims 
in under aiify circumstances. 

At supper Ji H, mentioned several things 
about his trip a nd *sa id Jie thpd seen 
Ora on the day little Miss Lee had 

peen together, .aFl^f^Srtc h fied in 
so very nicely with i^w late 
in the afternoon i^duAjjia ykno te , referri-ng 
to the impending renflKHafe. 


J devoted much of my day trying to put the gourd trellises 
back in order, following the raid on the place by the 
wild teen agers from Tyler. 1 took the opportunity 
to experiment a bit with shaping some of the half grown gourds int 
striking shaves, throwing their weight into 

su h a way as to allow t!ie bulk of each item to give twists and 
turns to the handles in anticipation of 

some fine swan-sh ped numbers by the time they have attined 

maturity. By earx tearing up an 

old sheet, I provided some fine material 

with a b-nd a ge like support that would 

pull the gourds from elevation to elevation, 

using a piece of sheet -bov fiv or six inejies 

in width and the length of the sheet itself 

to provi'dea breadth that woyld not, cut 

the handles, drawn up at 45 degree angles, instead 

of using a wire or rope th t would tend 

to cut through the growing fruit, I 

took the opportunity to work on one or twoJfj^Rhe 

longer gourds to get~^frhcm sufficiently clevate&from 

the ground so they may go on growing by avoiding 

the decomposition which often results if the gourd rests on 

the ground too long, especially in wet season. 

7ith a fourd f ive and a half feet in length and 

still growing with ba'ndon, it iq likely 

to to is h the ground when one isn t looking, for cLthough 

the trellis on which it hands may be 7 or 8 feet high, 

the vine supporting the fruit tends to sag under 

the weight, TWe vine, bein' soften by the 

rains, cannot be pulled up to new heights without the liklihood of 
f lling apart . nd so T b c ndaged up th.e go'/rd, pulling it 
higher so that it n y go on growing c few feet while 
still suspended in a perfectly vertic 1 position I must confess 


they seem to do for 


And now 1 must fold to 
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it all looks . a little odd, almost as disturbing 
; ~ s G hospit 1 ward in wjiich stranges contr pti. ns from the ceili\ 
support injured, legs and arms of unfortunate patients but 
tue gourds on t seem to mind nd perhaps something 
in ,; erest ,-ngnay resul t f r these rainy d r y experiments, 

The g rass is growing wonderfully in the ^'hu.na garden 
. devo ed considerable attention to extracting a 

l"* VJ . ee 7 :' s SG readily, --their roots especai lly t 

a: '~ Low xa'.l and Louella seem to enjoy traveling 
’'-Long with me, using n slightly different method 
of extracting the t ass but probably more 
efficiently while they murmur odd little • 
thm ty • sounds as they encounter a n rtjrularly 
balky tuft of grass, 'ometimes they run a dame 
yellow fill along my neck or tw* 1 ' 

Ji 1 i’*% friendly and as much 

as To a say. Keep -Up the yod work, boy, that’s 

hew we got our start", after which they return to their 1 hors wit 1 
~gen.ee, 


’iX 


.past week end witnessed an ther plant' ti ui mi ration 
zn the direction of Houston, three or f our •" milies 
heading ut in the direction of the bight lights or the 
h i ( J cities, Ty guess is that, about half 
will rem in nd that the ''ther half will 
red "r?j < igh School 3 enior 
jirl o color explained the other day 
tact at present she has no bo\y friend because 
all tli^ose who are any good have lfag since 
gone to try to make something of Memsalves where 
opportunities present themselves while 
t ; . 'S« remaining by their presence here in 
the c ■ u.n ry m : iente cle arly enough they 
are made of the stuff that would moke mighty 

inferior husbands. As plantation Wrjes are " 
t e same for the best and the poorest worker, 
the girl may h ve • point in her c onclusi ons, 

bd.ay's p~st was thin, suggesting tomorrow’s 


Tuesday, July 25th, 1961, 


Memorandumi 

Awfully humid with complete cloud coverage 
until noon without any rain, remarkable to elate, 
and sunshine all afternoon and a moon drenched sky tonight, 

I never s a w more luxuriant butterfly lilies. 

Of course they like lots of moisture and they 
certainly getting plenty of it.this year. At 
dawning this morning when ^ stepped out 
on the front gallery, the air was heavy with the 
perfume where 8 or 10 great 
white clusters one stems 6 feet tall, 
arched gracefully nd gravely from the 
weight of the flowers and the dew, I suppose 
th y will not r each their peak of 
perfection until October but in 
the mean time, they are certainly 
contirubiting mightily to the mere 
process of inhaling alonn the 
K Yucca gallery* r " ^ . 

■ I • 

I w c s soaked before breakfast, t 
before dinner and by mid afternoon, thanks to 
energies expended in gardening, »hen I had 
taken my third bath of the day, somebody 
tapped on my door, I clim.bed into 
some fresh raiment and, on responding 
discovered Eve Wood on my doorstpe, she 
v)ho never drops in ithout making an appoint¬ 
ment, She explained she had come down to 
give some canvases to theartist, having 
in mind to take some b-ck hone with her when 
returning to Wichita, and the artist asked 
her to drop by here to tell me 
her 'phone is out of order and that she cannot 
reach me. This did not su,prise* 
me, — the failure of her 'phone to 

• t •/' 
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' ednesday, July 86th, 1961. 


fun.c ti on , since we are both on 
the same dead line but why she couldn't 
have dropped in to s ee me as well 
a ® an yoHc else, I cannot say. 

Eve has boiled down her opportunity 
to n go to Briarwood either to Monday or Tuesiay 
of,nex. week. She will not make it this go-round 

l{ s>te . c in" 0 * 3° with anyone except me.. \l suggested 
sue g^et ihelma to go with her but that 

didn t seem to be what she hoped /or. She did resort 

■diat she and i hclna and six other people had 

gone to the Hodges (hardens on Saturday and 

Sound the.vi-.cle business entrancing, so/ar as 

the flowers, musical program and whatever 

was concerned but an afternoon rain had 

somewhat dampened the neighborhood but a moon showed up 

by way of compensation for the evening 

music ale. v,he said Thelma had pointed out 

'+> a JL ee * re - arran 9i"G chairs, dusting 

■'hem off with his handkerchief for the convenience of 
others, etc., etc Hr. Hodges is forever 
su,arising people by being the most active person in 
a n y 9 r />up whe.n phys cal labor is concrned 
in spite of the fact that he is both small and 
Srail. 


I 

today a 
nothing 
will be 
myself 
get the 
sot hat 
interv~ 
greater 


ha.d anticipated a more cumbersome mail 
nd was accordingly mildly surprised when 
1 came to hand. 1 his m.eans tomorrow 
' a tripple dip and I find 
wishing the postal boys would 
ir deliveries better appointed 
one can a ttend to things at regular 
Is and not have them all ganged up into 
gobs. 


... h ^ pnoud to announce that 1 am a vain a nravd~ 
father but of how many children, I know" not." J 
I thought 11 saw the little bantam's children 
in the&hana arden this noon on my 

way to Yucca where, to my surprise, I discovered 
-- •• 1 ~j-j-- nmmtina mu arrival _ 


Hemorandum : 

Bright morning, dris’iley afternoon, pretty night. 

1 suppose I ought to find it humili ting but 
I could only pass out laughing at. myself today 
when word came from The nterprise as to the results 
of an effort T had put forward a couple of days back in regard 
to my signature. The enterprise is studying about moving over 
offset, whatever that is, and celled me to suggest I write 
my n me many times n 1 sajjLthem in with a view to 
selecting one signature tl^j^might be reproduced 
at the end of each Cane iver column instead 
of usi-ng the name in print type. I accordingly 
got busy and filled up a couple of page 3 , front and back 
with scribblings which 1 found to be quite job 
"'■-ce is lways difficult to sign ones name in the dark 
anyway and loubly so when one is trying to avoid having the fit 
from one signature avoid getting into the one immediately about 
By lint of.much doings, however, I filled in 
the several pages, feelin^ mighty proud of 
m ll efforts, slapped same into cn envelope 1 


and se'it it forward. Picture everybody's surprise 
when, o?t examining the sheets, they were perfectly 
blank, the iu f k in my pen having pparantly all run out. 

I guess that s what Shakespeare would term 
"Huch Ado About nothing". 

fkone service Was resumed today which seems to me to be 
about time, — undciy, ’'andoy, Tuesday and a curt 
of ednesday. I doubt if the great American 

Tel an' Tel could getaway with such dWr-ddling -ny other olace, 

c.nd especially when there is no disaster to lay their 

dwaddling on. x he first call coming through 

was from some lady I helped c while back to prepare a 

thesis for degree. She |if she might drop in 

for moment around 3 o'cMmand! responded affirmatively. 

It ws r ining at 3 and s^Jmoseyed out to the"' front gate 
to save her the trouble of coming in if ~ 11 she wanted ~ 
was some additional points. °h e had 3a id on the phene 

that she had an appointment somewhere round the neirhbo cod at 
4. nd 30 she was ilad I had appeared to s, te her v 
from getting dampened and it seemed she didn t need any 
information, havin already turned in her thsiis and having rec 


forward. 


out. 
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a ,fine grade /or her work. The. real reason she had 
wanted to see me was to thank me for whatever I had 
~heen able to pass along to her, in pppreoia tt on whereof 
she had brought me • fine bottle of S' ylor's port and, z.ven 
better, grand hox of home made cookies, all of which 
r thought both noble and gner-'iis on 
her p rt. 


The b nto. 7i. h-on has only 8 children now, for 
the clerk wc'Ued two little ones for his 
boy and I gJfbhim his choice, --a black one and the 
blue one . T th ink the mama never missed them 
and I hayen t n doubt she will he-get me another blue 
one be 'ore long for I believe 
'a bantam turns out several b.tch of offspring in 
single season, 

IHllspc.ugh drug persisted in trying to '"each me by 
phone nd finally^get through. Somebody from 
oil so iked south Louisiana caught sight 
of some Hunter creations in the store 
the other day and scQoped them all up _,nd 
now 'illspyugh wants some more. The 
artist is snowed under with . 

orders from all about and cannot hope to 
catch up with h$rcommissions. She has 
hut the vaguest memory as to which order calls 
for what and usually, if the customer has any 
sense of value at ell, it doesn't really matter 
if the commission called, for a cotton picking and what 
is delivered is a funeral . A lot of the stuff 
she is turning out doesn't : mount to much hut 
every once in • while she r$ lly knocks out 

or off a remoJnr bly good something or other nd whenever possib 

try to gral^Mie . Lucille treacles 

down from tomorrow to bring a 

supply of pc^^s for the artist for even 

the Prudhonmes secern to be catching on at ei long 

last that a Cajie ier Primitif ve might he worth while owning 

whether they happen to know j/tet a composition is alio bout''or 


Camrcn called to say her sister-iri-lc.v> inBatonRou e 
. mimh mere scriahtlv thnn in the old d_ 


tyle by 

4-U n 4- n« amo 


wc.nt3 
e cabi T> 



T> ursday, July S7th, 1961. 


Memo 

•Tunny today, followed by big old clouds, rolling up 
around 5 o'clock this e veiling, accompanied by tremendous 
thunder and static blotting out all radio 

reception but I think it hasn't squeezed out ■ny rain drops 
up to 9:30 

» • * » t 

I shell mention in a note to Ora that 
I saw her husband today but please don't 
tell her what I am about to relate to you. 

In mid afternoon, just as I reached the front 
gate, on my way home from the store, 
a car must have.paused at the s tore and I 
heard SQmeone c 11 to me. I retraced my steps and 
hal, w y between gate and. store, I met two men, 
just as a dusting plane flew low ov^r head, making a 
7 reat racket. One of the men identified 
himself, ^ thought, as Horace, whom I took 
to he Horace Hughes. He introduced the other 
man, a Hr. Jasper of Hew Orleans. 'They wanted a tour and 
I proceeded to give them one. s Horace’s brother, 

Let er, is : gourd, fancier, I asked my guest 

jwhat luck his brother, was having with his gourd crop this year. 
"He said he woul ■’ have to ask him as he hadn’t heard him 
say. He did the big house, the gourd garden and 
drhr.nn and only os we approached the frican House, 'id I 
realise, when f asked him how his wife wa 3 doing, that I 
realised that in rolity, the man I took for Horace was 
really Ti. B. I made a few mental celaul^tions 
rapidly and conclu y .ed I had mode no outrageous blunders, since 
R. B., for instance, does have a brother, J. H., nd 
s % o went on my way. It was about then he 

mentioned his rife had written him how wonderful is little 
Hiss Lee end how inordiately kind nd thoughtful she 
had been to hi s wife. «. 

( * j 

As we were leaving ^ hana, a hoy cam.e to me, saying that 
Jfster and Bootsie B a by had. just arrived end had sent me 
"a’ white rabbit, asking me whut he should do with it. I 
suggested he turn it loose in front of Tucoa. 
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- v> toy, July P.atk, 1961 , 






\ 


And sc, after R , E . and ’ !r, Jasper had deported, 

3 w Aster and s’ie s Ad si.sons going to stay f >r 30 me time, 
It vj /s interesting that Dootsie B c by who doesn't 
hie. the country, asked the clerk if she might go into 
town :nd spen! the night at (As horse • 3hewc.s 2 r: ite serious 
and s(u receiv'd no parental reproof hut the clerk 
o id he wouldn't know where she would sleep ^s t'-.cre 
wore no extr beds at his house, 'erily, it 
appears to be a busy weekend just ahead, 

.■'a r»ien called this afternoon. She reported a telephone 
conversation with C2- ’fee who called, her from 
■> reveport this nqrnir.g, ?.sk\n for pictures that 
might he used in the.' ept ember £ssu<? 
of -lodges llaganette nd wanted to know if it 
was re Ally true that Melrose was to be included 
in the P e this year 9 th ■ L st id having in mind 

to use some pictures in the September me gazette • 

T ’-; let t er from A ernes concerning K_\ y ' s » 

4 hour operation lidn't sound too reassuring to 
me, Peri.ips the doctor, himself, couldn't 
soe k with too much assurance so soon -.fter t!-e 
operation, Jour hours sounds like a long 
o .--ration to begin with and I cannot help 
pioneering if poor Kay isn't feeing a long .state 
o inv ltdism before she gets hack to normalcy, 

■'ll effort at getting a signature to t he Enterprise 
came to naught, Ity pen, it seems had about liven out of ink 
an ' the ^crawls resulting, I am told, looked' like 
r cAld s doodling |. nd so T never sent same to 
the newspaper but I sh 11 try a gain shortly .. 


Memorandum: 

a a'/tAfAJi’A. l'l-ffVifiA,.'A\ an i day mttl 

lAtlff TfTfVt clatt r u ' 9 r ”"“ d up 

minds rushed tn, remrkfl,. llff 'A tk U‘ t nd °S the morld. Brisk 
the aloud VhX: “ fm «*■« «• 

to the sun but leaving at th. i Zj he c'vens agin 

breezes that hav obt. ined u-Ai^n* the ° ra ' ld > ‘racing 

y eetaineduntil now in a moon-drenched world, 

Lyme in today''s Vo s ‘t~ V ir . ri8 > e io find a letter from 

local visitors hu4ed ^ ? 7r J«« CCme »*»■* while 

in the armoir and t> ^ ° ,l< ? s? the mail remains 

Pleasure f Provides me with in Anite 

let quieted down a lenn' At’s.fdayAfs’o A *' ** M 

C V 

fs 7 wrote tie „b'Ve dale If Me. ., , 

recalling that - proAbly used t'i i -. S 2*i* d ,? e m l ,Sel f> 

whe", r g 9 f my> calndar all mixed up, ^ C line * a °t week 

a tAeAfAfrAfAAA A* $•*»*. “"><’* -** 

= letter frenAstfft fe fer VA A 

in turn a ^riend A* -* P ^ g a b V her friend who is 

wrote, to say she Sound 'Jir-cle'at'n, ^J e8i: Port lady dimply 
' U express her d ~ f - re r 99 ™dutiful she 

mmAAAAA^ 

e. v-cy m it, too, j. must sa / . 

AdspfferTrafeiZ ” rpr!3 A U *«*» »',» .local]) 

mtek h urly-burifooiva In- nlFtf* c0> thCLt ther * is 

A P^tgrapker mctttlerf lltWf’P’Wtg shots of 
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the d untar primitive which is sc id to Irak very nice in its 
ssigned piece* I took the opportunity tc suggest 
that if the picture turns out nicely, --end aprimitive of 
the loc 1 type doesn't mean much in blech end white, it 
might he used as the front phge of the little 
pamphlet Theentcrprise usually makes to give 
Pilgrims, in Cctoher. I h d something to say about 
the artt-t in the Contriver Memo for next Thursday 
:H perhaps that column might be used is the subject for 
the pilgrim -ge_ p , mphlet . 

I wr te 1* h.Pile good I th ought the fr udha mme 
■’iarj Lyle h d used in Cld Louisiana might "he a'likely 
subject for a n entire *ook to be published by 
L. '1, U, Press eventually. I, 3 t'-'illard 
owns the .original n nuscript v)hich night be used 

with lots of interpolations, pictures' of 0 kl nd, Beaufort and so v 

c.n- at the same time 1 suggest another diary, without namin- same. 

the letter being one Orc has which she might do if 

the Lafccd.it> thing s'JouT'n’t p c n out, "rth 

of these diarir’s si oul 1 be reproduced in tf)ier 

completeness but they woul 7 be good reading only 

if somebody h ndled them as Lyle did the section of the Lestan 

one, plus o heap more ■'■out the Joyous Ci.st, the ‘houses 

tha h ve survive^ jnd so on. I must 

drop Ore a note to let her know 1 have menti ned the Prudhemme dicr 

and n-ther 'iary, which is the one she owns but I did 

not tell the 'name of that diary or diarist or the present 

owner. It will be time enough if the 

L'fqcadio thing falls through, 

CeltLste. seems to- hav quite 'a summer cold end 
i§ su'ifdjin end coughing considerably but 
n.of so bcdli that she couldn t carry though a 
hri'gc party for several of her girl friends this afternoon. 

$ fi 3 had npt mei! as v et > 1 b 
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fund:. , July 30 th, 2961. 


IJemorandum r 

"■darn, partly cloudy with widely scattered showers...." 
so has the Weather Bureau been prognosticating for 
days and so the pattern, runs, 

Saturday was > day of endless delight for Lestand, 
what with the grand letter of "ednesday and the earlier 
one of Monday to hand, to be read cud re-read an 7 
digested over and over a ain and withal, with delight, 

I am so especially pleased to have the wonderful 
acaeunt of the gardens at Sterling, md love every word of 
the description. I so much like •the Poet's harden 
an 7 t a f lowers, token from the poet's verses, being the resistenc 
pieces. I ’tnd it altogether cl: rming end f ' oen't 
f"'i s " strong --n impulse to explore such rem te si tux ti ~n 
in ns long as 1 can remember. I was deli dited with 
the ccoount of our fe thered friends, t'o, 
an-’ C!" w-n 1 erin - if ti c Dots were, making muc 
y'-u ■■■ere in their neighborhood. I• hcoe^ 
had tie loc 1 pair incarcerated in the b-sse- 

r *e ■ ys and, for whet reason I know not, they haven't 
m de a veep s 'nee they have been occupying their enclosure. Perhe 
they are too busy fusa-iny at the. P easants from whom t hey c re 
separated only by a. wire barrier. 

It is s? kind of yeu -tioi. give me such 
'■■’. excellent -ccount of ’■■our c nt cts an ’ imnressi ns 
of our mutual friend. Prom everything 

s'e has written anyone 'own. this w y, it is so o'"i? \s she is 
enci nted with her newly found frier-’ f Lyme. 

f iipressed by the fact ti t little Miss Lee 
h ’ never h punned to stumble oyer the 
hells of learning until visiting them to 
join the <-■ ohnsjn P 11 l'->dy. It w-s so ch nec'sn' 'c .1 

^ ■ * • n l r.r :>ry. based on 

"II y a beaucoup de bon.* c Che mi 1 le , 

t. o f 0 p .nr mutural friend, she is mil on our side end that of 
an* 'ih/r w Vm*') **« "ctUr °“ r 
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In resp nse to your innuiry about 
the note from lor nett T. Kane , the 
death in the Jamil, was tha t+*f his f ther, long 
n:r employee of the railroad. I had a '•lipping 
which I thought I h d sent along hut m’St have 
neglected to enclose. 

t l 

m so glad y 0U mentioned the name of the 
restaurantf he lv hite 1 -rkey, of which 1 he' not heard. 

'•« mere mention of r white turkey reminded me of 
two or three opi&c'es on the plantation with white 
turkeys end possibly I oa n wrap them up into 
a column one day 


I do hope you h ve hove an opportunity 
to v ew the Electra thv.erma. yer ollea'tien of 
early American paintings which ought to he 
a wonderful treat. find myself holding 
the thought that c s fine a catalogue has been pre pc red for 
that exhibiti-n as was turned out for that fine showing 
-'f the 200 ye rs of American printing which the 
Metropolitan engineered in the late 1930’s which I 
thought was ju t grand and a copy of which I still 
treasure. I should imagine 

dra woul ’ he delighted with such a showing, too, for 
I believe her own collection of Hiinter primitives ' 
is quite a fine one. 


I was provoked this afternoon whenl encountered 
s:nethinj unexpected while conducting some people 
tv. H. s .request on c little tour / J. U.‘ 
h 'dmade the rrangnents a few days ago for 
some town's people who had friends from Texas here 
for the week end. As 1 was ushering these pecolc from 
the big house, 1 nearly s tumbled over c big 
frying pap, a fine big platter, a soup disband 
a plate, resting ??i the ground where the E'reve port bag 
had obviously, --an old custom of hers, where 
the ’og might find them and lick out the 
contents. In the first place, I think Moving 
cocking ' * shes, surfc as frying pans, for the"local 
hound to cle ?i is a nasty piece of business. In 
the second place, siiffjt' deposes attract a ll sorts of other 
cnimls as well as neighborhood dogs, <11 of which, 
for the sake of the feat hered ’{friends, I want to discourage 

h n ck of the'big h\use . I 


from coming to the b. 


was fr nkly ashamed that visitors from anywhere should 
note this example of plaiitatiim doings in 
the culinary department. I s\:ppcse “ 

V l U p finhi d aVrhVt >vw ?••*«“» 

miming. ‘ »ust say I 'jot the 
ooi «') thru l-inkrd as clean as much licki - __ 


Hondyy, July 3 1st, 1961. 


lemor .ndumi 


Lovely d y with only a slight sprinkle 

ip mid afternoon. 

\ 

S. * * *. 

■jo often these d. ys, the skies, when not 
filled with thunder, are echoing with the buss of 
irplnes, dusting cotton fields all across 
the 1 ndscape. Experts in cotton culture, inspecting 
the 1 oc 1 patches, find that the .infestation 

flen hoppers, boll weevils and the like is quite 
small ., in spite of f he ide 1 breeding, conditions 
.obtlining for such pests during the past couple 
c f months. 7}ie d-sting has qppcrantlya aught the 
newly hatching insects at just the right time and 
thus p the plants, flourishing in growt’ if not 
in blossoms, is doing pretty well. 


oust as though 1 h-^d good san.se and nothing to do, 

I find myself toying with the idea of re¬ 
decorating my boudoir. What I have 
primarily in mind is to discard some . 9 / the murals 
ana change about ^some of those that will remain. I like 
the gourd. t harvest in the corner where the bin iron safe is, 
and I shall leave it there. I am very fond of 
the Annunciati on-.m'oration of ythe ' r cgi panel 
over the headboard of my bed. I think ! m. y remove it 
,;?d put it here behind my desk where the cotton picking is now 
l^ocatcd I may eliminate the cotton gin, the 
flight into Egypt, etc., but, on the other hand, 

I may not. ±t is merely a vagrant thought that 

nasses through my mind occasionally and perhaps I shall end up 

by le.ving things just C S. they are. 

Every things is in .the be t of 

nil kinds of worlds across the fence. Celeste plans a prolonged 
frolic in south Louisiana, beginning at dawning or. 
diursday end lasting until Monday of Tuesday, f suppose • 
BatonEouge seems to be the base of operations,-- 
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Tuesday, August 1st, 19 qi 


so many people are planning parties for this 
season of the year and several have promised 
she would he the "featured" guest, 

For some reason or noreassn at all, J, H, is forever 
sen ing me field hands when, a s in today's case, it was 
too lamp to begin haying early in he morning so that the 
extra laborers are shunted in my direction until 
operations can begin in the fields, '■{‘he result is that 
every day two or three different workers, always 
different ones, are headed in my direction. It is 
all Sreek to the workers, -- gardening, and 
while many, as today's batch, are willing, they 
just have no notion as to what it is all about, 
this morning appeared to be an excellent time to 
eradicate a vast mat of vjisteria vines that 
had entwined themselves all oyer a couple of 
grand Chinese ,magnolias, I directed, the 
vines be cut from atop ladders so 
one could hav a clean, view to the sky It was 
the ijflvS.teri.iz that was making the arch above the pathway and it 
was the witerin vines that were to be 
eliminated, J ‘hings went along nicely until 
./ Was called to the 'phone and, five miw.tes later, when 
returned to the scene of operations, 1 found 
that the willing workers had indeed opened up the ceiling 
of vines overhead, and, with c view to gfying 
me ext*.a reasons for being delighted wit\ 
their industry, they had sawed off all the br nches of 
two magnolias on the side whence siread the 
wisteria, I hrve long \e,en impressed that 
so often a crewof men, employed at one type ofw orki in 
the plantati:n in the morning, is shuffled about so that everybod 
swithced about at noon, with morning crews on o?ie project 
are transferred to the work done by another crew and 
so on around and around. There must be a reason 
for this, perhaps the worker gets bored and therefore 
slows up if novelty isn t undertaken c t midday and 
this m a y he alright for plantation doings but it is 
- d-ep.dly on gardening where some knowedge as to what 
we term weeds versus cultiv-ted plants may be concerned. 


. — 1 - J J 


Memorandum : 

Sunmner wttHcut sUowsrs, tncrsdibU as lt 
aas ° *«P0d utter frtnD'l Kfkl.f ' H ' r * 

"° • **«• P»pU dot g,t 

I a« 

prosn-ct af wtrktn, ■», rtl~> S t,ie 

4 on iafcadio's Louisiana, 

. ■ lythe ;\d .. oan came un for n n ++’i. ,• • . 
t' i s f te vn o on ni „*i . l* 11 ^tle v> s 1 1 

trvinn +V V ■ ' . • ,tf continues to fear 

’/ heai\l%rf:X\77li IVrTefft *“ >" r 

s e / t Ts: wsku v 
' ■ i . a? ^ 

0(t „i -ompiefely. Cue thing io certain 

t er* +tV nlv ha * n t 8 P* nt time • ’ 

there this year, - " 

■ 

Pl.n and. execute for *>v % h e to . 

seemed ani'te o ■ %, t S Tcfl li* * a:,9t ‘ e * s ' She 

*•««•* picki ’'s 

Sit’ri/VAf %?¥Plf$i laUer »«« 

little passes at Joan this ft* 'n$»n 
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Wednesday, August 2nd, 2962. 


„ ‘ ^ e °f Wythe's peevishness si' ln+* 

■l hs 3ce 39 out o/ her way to -ontranA * 

• iff, J” }•»« point or other of nettlT 
Vrl°n’^J^Portanoe, V instance, there 
„ soof-i'A 1 r *+y le - A '-'esk, showing 

tiok^frVt J ' re v,i ' ldoro » cs the one 

■ " ‘ ' 

? **‘ n * »»*«■ «■«* duo* lo'ks , p p^ Wl ,.. 

... P Vtf-lythe punted c:-t t'w.t nvbtiv ..ni* 
t r 22 t.'iat it UGS7J t rrrTlu „ . - - 1 J OSUld 

Of mu ’voA Ai 1 really c ne of my ducks hut - re mli 
P my cks hut ^ smaller sc^le an-i t> n+ " P ' a 

Jean ou-ht to V a *>Te t- -'-»n +• 1 • ‘ at 
at the Dirt- re " r -ll '* u ’ r,t f : she half looked 

thrfssffi *** ** 

£«n?Z.”Z£r; 2 -i U i «r,'ed 

t~*« a ™ t>% t , "r/ ck l he9t .*» aski.iy the-' to 

null- in PiJPJPPl^rd.n^HH -* Mere a . .f, md , 


tended to 


really ine specimens 
S' 1 the airls wr:>+. 


to 

found s;me 


rt«i - I-*, j ' w -*<s iv. some 

*te£ Blyt , 


nd so the nirls m ■< + *'i + ; • c r , sne, espec • . 

- }$i *i *■ ■■■■: 3UU 

. ^ ’ ,,Je 'oed will be coming 

graduate 8 work mid depart^g^A^UhitS^aiid^ *f r 
the peacock of ght to. a rrivetomr. rrow, too. mid 
vie iy ui 11 be busy, what with quite few things 
on the morrow s amende. It would he «r> ?ii„* 


'Memorandum : 

Summer, -- a hot and humid summer. 

P-e mails, intended for this a.ren, were 
!a,e m arriving at the distribution point of Hatches B a you 
“; d {-£* fallowing yesterday's stops at every house in 
■the 25 o 20 mile r ute, what with OldAge 
Pension checks to be delivered yesterday, today the 
postman arrived empty hg.nd.ed, suggestint that "'tomorrow 
will witness a double dip in the first class section. 

'I got into Aunt ill ie ‘ s letter today 
'id' ‘ ,JJas enchanted that, to her way of thinking. 

"James is a dear", J am 

wondering how much of this feeling is based 
on the'hope that the -Registers will take tip 
their residence in 0 harleston. it will be 
interesting to see when and if such a thing comes to 
Pass. I have heard Kay say that BatenRouge doesn't r eal ly 
■mean anything in particular to her and, of course, 

-harleston is bound to mean considerable and it is 
there her friends of her youth must be living. 

I s for Janes, A think the only reason!- tonRou e ranks so hiah 
m his im,r gmati on may stem almost 

exclusively from the feet that the 'ahiers live there. 

must say that wouldn t seem sufficient grounds for rem a ining the • 
especia ly from Kay's point of view, but we shall see what 
we shall see. 

T wasn't too much surprised to learn from 
*untgillie that the^harleston doctors felt 
the excercising K a y gyver her hip was■ had. Being 
iio physician, it or X was persuaded from the 

J . ir .A A A Vlouin 0 about o?i what was a described as a partially 

knitted, hip aneted me and probably I expressed my 

misgivings in more than one memo n bout 

*!!* tertians requirer for the trip to Hedgep Gardens 

x\ °':: 1 f ell » Perhaps all that is past now and that 

things will be really on the mend. 
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Thursday , August 3 rd, 1961 


'emorandum 


Sunny, humid but no rain. 

As anticipated yesterday, today's post 
held quite a few piece, — see enclosures, —but 
best of all was the splendid account of 
doings in Lyme, It was so kind o little Miss 
Lee to give sc many interesting details, 
indications of c onversati onal- trends, how this or 
that point was handled, etc,, etc. 


T one new peacock would be arriving 

this morning fromEldorado but it was about 
S this afternoon when he made his bow, She man who brought 
nm also brought a m a n, woman and child with him, too, 
and they found Yucca turned upside down in the 
midst of a big cleaning, I g a ve them 

a go-round, after which I ushered them on to the h n ck nailer 
where 1 proposed serving some sort of ~ cold drink, 
ncoure my surprise, after rounding up something cold. 

I found 11 four visitors had moved b a ck into 
the living room where the sofa, p led high wit stuff, 
was ou m the middle of the room and the chairs nil huddled 
v ® Wh l r t th J S° lks v,ere concentrated like oroha 

ILL tl \, e i°i L h a^ out on the gallery regardless and 
ere we consumed the modest refreshments, 

, „ L' e new P eac ock seems to be a duplicate 

^ a!! pretty-pretty, —perhaps -one generation 

younger, 1 incarcerated all three in the wired-in detention 

till all ll 9 jrln 0 l i gh f + r b ° VS cl ° 7 d ' b V fitting unt 
*'y get shaken down to t'eir new companionship while 

Lit* £ olf r®?» automatically becomes the belle of the 
ball, what with two suitors to pay her court, I snail 
le ve all three' o ' them in the enclosure for a cou.vle 
of days which isn't at £1 necessary hut which willhe easier 
until after the weekend has passed and the prob hility 


I concur in your taste as to the prettiest of all 
the collection, —the one with the mille fleurs all over the 

Pmul tostoriffifkgtf-tMftM'iittsMKitf &**», wo 

a century an a half or perhaps two centries after the perio i 

which Cur Lady's popularity had reached 

its zenith I find it especially interesting, if 

this time element is correct, that c sub.i^at .. *.n .7. ?t re I. -i-fU 
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theVirgin should have still been sufficiently potent as 
to have col led for their creation for, as I understand it. 
the Unicorn wa3 symbolic of the Virgin, I believe 

e subject today in English i3 called T e Hunt oir the Unicorn or, 

111 otter words, the Uuntc of the Unicorn-Virgin, nut perhaps 

more precisely by the mid or letter 1400*s, it would 

have been more precise to hav■ styled them 'Che 

Pursu.it of the Virgin since by that time, --she hod probably 

reached her pinocle of popularity bou 1800, the Virgin w a s 

appearing in person less frequently and, contrary to the situation 

’■uien Jiartrea was building when she nu de visitations without 

receiving rdiy. special summonses from the faithful, by the time another 

century or two had passed, one hadto be more diligent in establishina 
contact, r ° 

I find it so noble on the part of little Miss Lee th t, 
in spite of all the demands .on her time -and. energy, she should 
tayf a ssiraec? the burden of effecting Ora's reservations for the 
J.dth and l m sure Ore. paseioqu c lly appreciative 

ar ' / orever finding a way to'pay off handsomely 
in dividends, I haven t tluc sligh&st doubt that 

t-cre will e much fruit harvested in days to acme for all these 
labors of love, K 

I wanted to say, too, how gra eful L am for the clipping 
concerning the Davis notation concerning the <d.ec.th of 
r, Lincoln, I have always ssumed that the papers" 
which '’r, Lincoln's son destroyed h a d to do , bout the role 

o/ ar Staunton pi j jed in the Lincoln murder, historians 
j j ivst hundred years h ve touched *the matter 

nighty qinyerly, Jearing, * suppose, that the Secretary's 
neirs might li >1 tf.em. in to Uourt but many of them in print 
,‘hqve sco ted the idea as plainly as anyone could 

wit.out actually naming names and a few of them in 
private conversations have indie ted th a t there was no dan t 

V* th( l t the Secretary ’’as indeed the red vilrin in the piec 

-.poc ran dy taunton hoped to be President himself and for that 
reason, organised a gang that in one fell swoop iocs 

expected to murder the ire President, the^ecretary of State, and, as 
d the * ice President narrowly escaped ■■nd Secretary Seward 
cc.me wit. m m inch of succumbing after his ja.w had • 
cm 'rcken end its neck s^.vrnely cwt% It wqq 

11 so h d . n g ft seems rather remarkable the redL culprit 
"•s een le to rem- in in the background so long even 
L W?' '■'nr* seemed li.'dr d:"bt in the minds of his contemporaries 
as to the-jeer,-tary s guilt, Parse, even, that the President 1 11 t s 
' •racr, u 1 most seems, waa the on r neons wav Staunton 
r .ilro ded off innocent*people to the gctlows fo elver 
Ja cm traces,. 
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Friday, August 4th, 1961, 


Memorandum* 

-- drizzley morning, a dazzling sun and torrential 
humidity this afternoon. The -.humidity lingers on 
tonight with no breeze to temper it and the 
skies are again overcast, 

The gust of wind, perhaps I should have 

said the blast of wind that g a ve the kittens a ride on the 

swinging door --screen door, —last night 
did other things a little up the road and this morning, 
when making a round in a shower at Arenbourg, I discovered 
the tremendous weight of the fruit on the 
pear and persimmon trees had simply been unable to stand 
t>,e additional pressure and many of them had been torn up to 

such an extent that their limbs for the most part were on 

the ground and how badly the trunks were effected, I 
couldn t determine until tf.is a 'ternoon when, 
the weather had cleared rind I could examine them 
more minutely, Several will have to *bc re -placed 
and i s’ tall put that on my calendar for this winter, I am 
lad. to say the "tiny" mimos c s, now bigger than d 1 outdoors 
and the magnolias, —grandi,flora, having none of the 
. pressure of the tons pressing down on the fruit trees, 
escaped without damage, . t 

I had calculi ted earilier in the. week that a bout 
next Monday or Tuesday would be the <. 

magical moment when the pears wpuld have reached 
perfection for plucking and that T had planned to 
do but last night s blasts saved me that labor, 
or, more precisely, moved the harvest date forward to todr . 

» 

Pnd so this afternoonDereatha, the cook, her d.iugher, 
Smith Fence and I undertook the gathering f 
as much fruit as we wanted, perhr.psl5 or 80 bushels, 
and mighty fine pears they are, too, For some reason 
I have never fathomed, the s tore never bothers to sell 
pears, J, H, has a notion that nobody wants them in the 
first place and the clerk who evidently doesn't want t r 
be bothered with them, probably holsters that 
notion, yd so I g ve the cook all she wanted, --she made 
two trips in her car, carting tb.cn home, and I 



t 
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g-ve Smith all he 'anted end I kept a fevi bushels to pine to 
flqtchitaches friends, le ~ving the rest for local neighbors who 
may go and gather them as they please hut they ha ' better 
not del y too long since hath Fetoyer and Llorens 
hogswill undoubtedly he r iding the piece and devastating 
the fruit long h efore the weekend has come, and gone, 

■y'e had to keep driving the hogs away this fternoon, '1‘hey 
had such an abundance- to chose fromf like V. Carroll 
with the tomatoes, they didn't bother to do more titan 
sample the perfect ones and let a single 
bite from each of the nerfect onc3 suffice 

- haven't been so t' orovghly sc iked si wc.sth is afternoon sine 
the i yler nil rims a couple of Sun ays ago managed to 
enjinneer things so all of ns got drenched by a he c vy shower, 
aid so, thanks to thcdrenchinj this fternoon in perspiration, 

1 feel a. little dehydrated and probably shall sleep like 
a top tonight, 

I, Hll rd called this morning tc real me a letter 
she had had from James, reporting^ that ;>»/ is 
lr-' ’y moving bout in herhospital room oncrutc'es, 
s ‘ in chair, etc,, which sounds rcncrk-f'l-e 

on' Just like -. 'em medical practice for getting patients 
c • t of bed promptly -fter ; misadventure, such as ~n '■per-tion 
: r a b c by, prob-bly to get circulation going, etc, I 
was interested, tea, that J mes m.snti ■ ned i :: the 
illi■ rd letter that thsy are taking -» apertment for month or 
so during Fay's reevper tion so that she may he 
in V-wr nd more easily hie to maintain cent ct.with 
her doctors, She continues with three nurses and 1 suppose 
they or c fraction thereof will c ontiiw.e after an 
vartnent h s been taken 

I'm gla ’ t[ie peacock seems to be fitting into the 
society of his two c''mpani ons^with or in perfect harmony, 

I sk11 detain them in their enclosure*until • 

V n-'ay when the new one will emerge with the other two 

rl'd so resume their ctivities % alout the gardens end taking thcmsleve 

tQ_bcd in the top of the old pecane tree, 

I got a no e off to Cra t enclosing c letter from 
D, r., nilegood, expressing delight at the prospect 
of examining possibilities with diaries. 

Little ■ i 3 Sl.ee has dene 30 much to make Ora s Lyme interlude 

.. __r r-nn y<? /’i7 7*rf mi.th nratitude..,^.. 


.Sunday, August /fth, 1961. 


I'emcrandum : 

Fair md hot ^atv. da:’, unfair with a n inch mid 
a half of rain this afternoon, 

• 

hhe enclosure, coming to hand in Saturday '3 pst, 
speaks for itself nd to it I only „dd my 
own nd profoundest Amen, 

a 

Dr. flriere or "rnere or wh tever, th ■ 0 hreoeport 
ohysci ~n, his wife, —-'oth natives of (a i tt, 
came to see me this noon while 1 w-s across the 
fence at dinner, Ds-r a coming to announce their 
presence. 0 . H, uh 0 skips desserts and coffee, 
s wated over here to chat with the doctor who looks 
like an ebony II x Ichmeling, J. }[. w- 3 impressed by the 
personal ity.-of the lector nd ench nted with "the 
person lity of his wife. I j~/- them bout ,50 
mujvtes before r Joined them a nd before J. ?. departed, 

Dr. Bricre w s giving him addresses of friends in Haiti, 
inhere, it would seem, the merchciit-pl niter might be 
visiting s me time or other. The reason fo the c 11 was 
to get some Orinoco h n a n a s, Just *out aS poor a time 
to transplant such a thing cs one could imagine, 

But he has had them before at this s-easem of the ear 

* • 1 • • • 

and their car -nd culture is his problem, fortunately, 

X. * 

J- ashed him what he thought bout the future of lento Domingo 
which, is you know, is the other half of the isl nd 0 f Hiso c gnola or 
inhich forms the other part. 1 h dn t realised "it before but " 

learned from the doctor that Domingo is "h^s^d on Danish 

ai lt -re as opposed to the 7 rench of fc.iti. He sc id he 
thought the ttvo won 1 : never Jell. .Tasked about 
the future ofV*anto Doming* and jie said . 
he oubted if the pi yboy son of the late dictator could 
hol ! the regime together very long whe^preh bly 
ome more experienced politician would probably t ke up t he 
scepter, I lied no heard before that , 

the 1 te Dictitor a while b,-ck had imported three 

1 <." • 
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hundred Spanish, women o •' ? t ibious antecedents with a view 
to increasing the Spanish pc au'l tion although, 

laughingly, the doctor said he doubted if the offspring of such 
ladies would add much to the, general improvement o ' the 
new generation • 

Joe d enr y C ame in on^rid y night bout 8-30 
but did not drop in to see J. H . , nd did not come to see me, -- 
contrary to custom. He w ited until "ugene and I had 
bre a kf a sted , immediately after which he had his .nd then went to 
town to see a bout building his house, without bothering to 
stop at the st'ore to see anyone. It seems he is 
mad at some official above him in R. E. . and wants J. if. 
to lend 2 political hand in getting the man existed. J. H. said 
he didn't even know the m^n or nycne connected, with the Arkansas 
set up. ± hct increased !. Jye's mad c nd at table at supper 
he told J. E. he wrs acting just like Steve, — r g a i nst 
him, butcasue once theC-ene r.-l had been abked to get 
a man fired ini'exas when Joe was working there nd Steve declined 
?!» grands that he did not know the man a nd thui he w-s 
in' no way concerned with ^ult States utilities which 
was te rena in which that contest was fought out nd Joe lost. 

I suppose Joe went to tow i this morning s he >o as not here at noon. 

:i his ifternpon. Celeste came '>ver here bringing z 

sandwich, saving »/ . , h ■ d. asked her to see a show this evening 

and sup in town. “oparantly J. H. has had enough of Joe's 

mad, nd so is no,t appearing at home where Joe -lw^ys eats on 

ynidcy nights when here. As for myself, I 

made a round of the gardens, passing by the big l^ouse 

immediately, following thherd ruin and, considerable. 

wind storm this c.*ternoon, t I noticed Joe s car was parked 

not in J. ,'s y rd w' ere it lias always beer* payked before but rather 

over inside the fence, rather near the big eak/in front 9f 

Heir a sc. I made no effor.t to entice Joe ^ 

from his lair. Ajter '11, whenever he wants to gossip or 

somebody to give him hand in doing reports or writing 

letters or wh tever, he knows h ovJ to find his Way here and 1, mCdestly 

enough, so much enjoy my own com ny that 1 don't have 

to go searching for personalities even 

more is greer'le than my own. I apologize for having 

incorporated all this trivia. H ’oes illustrate , however, 

oh at h opens whenever anyone after the two eldest children of the 1: te 

fiet&ti'fntWfh %£ 'WH#?** 

is substituting^just grandli'l the one 


1 

onday, August Jgth, 1961 . 


Hem or and urn: 

a lovely day, and, cl though difficult to 
y elieve, not a drop of rein. 

It is r .ther remarkable, too, that not once this 
summer, x believe, has the thermometer 
reache ' the 1 00 degree mark, i suppose the 
r-ys and perhaps the excessive humidity, have tended to 
moderate the excessive heat, sc different from a 
. ew ears back when. 1 recall one stretch of almost 

a . iV+yJ 13 . wKsn ever V toy mercury wouldn't 

, il to re ch over 100, and all in a row, one 
right after another. 

Hep" r -"’- 1 I'' 8 , >»rprf am, * f«ar, regret, Joe 
■-.eel ed tc remain for another day and so busied 
himself most of t he day, J- believe, by 
sulking in his tent" or where ever it 

S U V'° jL did . his sulking . In a> y event, I did not 
■r ,e him except at dinner and supper and silence 
WtS :e notable feat-ire of the gathering while 
o^e conijv.es boiling inwardly because 

hesn t as yet, apparently, thought up 
a way to get a superior in the Arkansas ?. E. A. fired. 

H . ' >l '''* s 9 lunr'ay's deluge, there was no 

teeing to be done in the wter-1egged cotton rows and sr 
received some ! clp to pi~k up and 
cut down and straighten out things around here 
!< ? 40( ; h * en flattened by the recent winds. There was ^ 

a „h, ed °) ccn as, ov a l in hsape, - bouts or 8 feet in width 
a ,u ‘ perh rPs 1.5 or SO feet in length that h a d beentprottg, 
well twisted around. There were be a u ifv.1 big 'eHl^w Mwers on 
s taifrs pc -haps 8 feet in height, a solid matt of ti cm, 
anu when a gust of windetrvck them, apparently 

i l u 9 * 9 ' ri / n * the V were * 22 so twisted and flattened theywere 

ottematiir i’’ strai Owning upright aguth. .-.nd so , w iihout ‘ 

attempting to salvage c single one , 1 cut the entire 
bed diwn %o the ground vrn’d hauled ihem awav.' 

I shall be interested, to see how fast new foliage 

will put out and how high the stalks 

will grow betvxeen now andthe first frost in 

PT* m h m y% 
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v A ff er t!ie blackbird devastation of the 

ked 9es b,n hoo p , lUs werg at 

crtwtTZs aft . am .^ 1 . a . d say that once more the 
\ h nmni " tain f? 1 *1 former luxuriant at., te and 
material Pl I nm P % lie8 - + U - raw * n for gardening 
Tf the InmrnL« ^t as He dampness 
_■£ . 1? S v "'C r ' n ’ t:inues and tomorrow L 3hall 

thl b %i&! l n b + i i d 3 °i VlS b ' mhr>0 framework inside 

g ?33 ^c^tssass 

vs the roots r r’ve / 2o f )ers * eJ,c * toweigh down the stalks 

™ le 9/ 

° nd 

veii'.ue, to keep them pert and orderly. 

Car ten r-lled me to tell me of n unusv.nl 

^tfrZVr^ llffa Wt: }’'&;}» ZpaSarle. 

exnl ined she never had o, 2fl ' at ’ seen him, she 

Kama, then livin ' in Bermuda * Tad none t i * n 194S * her 

Drecnanf «»'+? T l tUe rm V and her mama got J 

ffe»rml4 X r« X ft'P/fZ T°'' ,ht ha ' A 

it would he nice to .. a SC ever H since. The girl thought 

Crosb if- u could ore vidTf'iTaM* 11 ' 1 * a!ld , th ~ re S re *ad asked the 
Intimate must K •/ ?M- **" d,MTO a? “* ** 

35 illegitimate children the world around. 

o veT n H 1 T ted de t kw r1cin the odd moments I might have 

i>ii up 5? h .JSS «•*'« »« J Mali 
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urdfiy\ August 8th, 1961. 


!Memorandum : 

/ 1 1 

Partly cloudy and humi ' hut no rain, 

he phone, being out of order, I had to skip over 
to the artist s house t see if she had cti ything 
’ r '■ prospective Lake Geneva, Wisconsin, customer, writing me 
as a result of the 'Saturday Evening Post article. And 
when 1 ot b-,ck to Yucca I found Herman Fletcher 

the 5 rr tcry of the new State comm is si on T~ round up 
,c±[lt"ral data on the Pelican State Herman is State Chairman 
%ad old the sscretarit, he said., that one might a s 
wei7 start o-rb at elrose. Bt is pleasant to report 
th t joe had left this morning end that Sister hadn't put in an 
appearance. Southern culture,as exemplified by 
them, might not be too impressive. 

e 

"e had a pleasant session and j believe 
t‘.ere v)ill subsequent sess sions with greater numbers 
in the weeks ahead. 

x i is an interesting point that the letter 
from Lake ^eneva, or the envelope, bore my name and 
the second and third lines read • >■ 


"Hear .Little L<ja Plantation, 
Louisiana". 


Somehow it all reminded me of the Stanton 
3 ir 'ls of -'indy Hill who, wen ever writing Miss-Qaty would 
a dress the envelope to Melrose, Louisiana, whereas in their 
letters to me, at least qll t ose coming to 

hand simply bore my nar.e and ,fter that "pane P.Wer, Louisiana". 
It always struck me a s remarkable that any of *the%.euer got 
through to heir ultimate destination. ' *T 


...B ’on t recall if I mentioned, vesterdav that Bettv Carter . 
writing from tne Coast of Maine where they hue Podding Carters * 9 up 
a' ■ rcssed an evelope to Caroline Mormon, ‘ r .tcHitoohes, La., 


ummer, 


* * » • i I 

















r 
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and the letter was returned to the Maine address, the party unknou 
And so Betty pulled another name out of her bag of tricks and 
asked for the ^ornsn address and that letter got through alright. 
I believe the Greenville, .Miss., Garden Club once the 
Eriarwood gal to do a song and dance for them 
sometime this autumn. 

Hehn Blythe and Joan were here the other day, Blythe 
asked me about a little wooden scoop she had seen 
o?i the front gallery a hile back but neither of 
us could find it.. After she had gone, 1 found it and 
mailed it to her, merely inserting a little slip 
with the t wo words, Happy Birthday, in the package. 

From Blythe's acknowledgement, I take it that this must 
be fust f'out her birthday time and, naturally, 

I sh 11 never lei her know that I hadn't 

the faintest idea as to when her natal day might be. 

The post also brought a tile from 
James, depicting a Chairesten scene. To somebody, 
perhaps little ' r isslee or J ames,er somebody, 1 had recently 
speculated on what was involved in getting tiles 
' ecorated, wondering how many colors coulcl be used 
and if some of the local artist's decorations might not lend 
themselves to such an undertaking. And now comes 
this tile ..nd now 1 sh 11 launch into an exploration as 
to what is ictually involved in such an 
undertaking. 

A letter to han ' from^unt *illie bu sit 
is in longhand, 1 3h 11 have to roait until 
later in the week to decipher it.I must 
say th e u ha rl-s ton folks seem better 'letter writers 
in deep summer than at any other season of the year. 

• 

Mitchell, the axe, was taken to the 
'B’nreveport hospit.l where I suppose he will 
rem in, —as of Friday last past, t until he 
i3 brought home for burial. It all seems to have 
been such an unpleasant business, his refusal 
to pe rmit an operation at the time the cancer started 
in his tying. About 7:30 this morning, I met 
his 39u, | Olite, in the gtiiH J garden, as he was 
edminp from Ghana v)here he had left the h wn 
mower he h d been operating there. He complained 
of severe pains in his stomach and. so hewas hustled off 
to the doctor who immediately sent him to the hospita'l for 
an appendex, father and son both being in the same 
. instituti onat the c ame time. so things turn and 

so I must turn to a fleck of little chores.....• 


Jednesda , August 9th, 1961. 


Memo ran 7 , 'm: 

Sultry but only a few drops ofrc.in today. 

Once j. u - ’ c? ;* * tfr'.s ' - ncr r 

r t. - jumped crooked twice, had 
r known whet was going on but, for tun tely didn't. 

First off, about 2 this -.fternoon, I 
found a piece of iron rod the carpenters had 

left pester 1 y when repairing the fence by the yucca side gate 
T carried it to the front g llory and sto^d it upright 
~gainst the well, lard by the first door where some''kind 
:f . m pi e runs along the frame of the door, and 
(; went into a nil-*, form, of ?t. ' J itus dance when 
l ny finger 9 f the hen' 1 supporting the metal bar touched 
| the iron pipe which must be connected with an exposed 
I live ’aire. 1 he s'-ok didn't knock me down hut 
it did 8tattle me. T sh 11 he"a the 
exposed wire examined and covered on the marrow. 

r ive minutes later, I pcsse ’ by ti.e st^re 
t.i ck up sonte akec.elate nilk fer t ■' 

( .. j, - 

of people milling around in the office. 

At supper tonight, when 1 learned the milling 
people were other thcnr^Hister and 

t her d-'Ugl. er, Boosie B-by, I almost jumped 
'crooked, through delayed reflex ctie^.. I reckon 
they didn't see me and just .fd.cr I 
left the store, they left the office ’.nd heeded, 
d wn the r :d, probably toward Batons i\>ge, 
for they are s id to ,be heading in the 
general direction of Florida, pert, ps Serasoto or 
S'-me such place. Thyc will not, it is s id, 
be h .ck for this weekend at least. 

.... And tod y I should again have been 


j 
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Thursday, August 10th, 1961. 


a A^-‘t d ? a 

h:lj of them, seen to he pyre white like 

their papa when the dog killed while the 

other half seen to re sen '\le their nc.no., 11 gray ex- 

:ept for the little sr "-w 'lake like white dots. 

T.eir aunti-e, the other little gr y guine hen, 
y dint of much c lling, persuaded he r sister 
t" v ring t'< o little ones oner to the aeacock 
%reserve where she is fond of taking food from my 
I lid e ah mereftiny and evening. Auntie is" 
quite tame for a -nine-' for T believe few guineas 
e :er take food directly from the >• -fid V c'hun n being. 

>r persuasion to s prolonged until, indeed, 
the new f.mily ventured over where r had s^me fine 
cracked corn ant 3 ^ e nighty tasty old dry white bread 
which m ther end children crx amatly relished. here 
are plenty ^f bushes with low, leaf-covered hr nch.es in 
th it ne hbirhaod and the little ?nes were so constantly 
■t, rt.ng in and out of the bushes, it was imp- ssible to 
count them, with any assurance of correctness but 
think IS or 25 is probably ''exit right. This 
unexpected -dd.it i to ny family leaves me wondering 
vxhat sort of youngsters I saw 'week or ten days b a ck when 
thought -*■ sighted guine s and then convinced myself it was 
born- to be guineas since the b ntain, hen. and offspring 
were somewhere else. 1 conclude that prob c .hly 
J,) hat 1 origin lly look to be guineas may have 
been quail for .here used to be suite a flock 
arrand ,the place nd, on second thought / 

it does toke a bright eye to tell the difference's between 

les Perdrix and this or that cousin, all 

" u - whom ah nee to be in the midget c teg ry ~t time of birt 


h. 


^n.d now to a d r b of work and thence early to bed, l hope.,, 


Memorandum : 

• 

It was sunny but unsettled this morning. The 
airplanes dusted off the plantation at a great 
rate but how muck good that did or didn't 

f.o trie boll weevils is problematical for a shower, lastning 
an hour got under way during the noon re¬ 
laxation period and relaxation from then on remained the 
order of the day. 

It was so very pleasan to discover an air mail 
from Lyme in this morning's post. Like 
one or two other pieces by the same mail, T reckon 
it should really have reached its destination yesterday but 
local postal doings arc inclined to be a bit on the 
ungr edicotable side. I.t was 

so nice to learn what has been cooking and what is pi .lined 
for tomorrow night and somehow I have a feeling 
that both people participating will 
genuinely regret the termination of this 
. nid summer interlude. Still, 

on the part of the parties of both parts, 

I have a feeling at the same time that although 
the temporary parting will be regretted equally, 
their feelings vA 11 be mutual in the 1 

gratitude for having made a new friend a nd that the future wil 
be the more pleasant to contemplate since 
it is bound to include many a happy get-tog her 
in the future, both there and here. 

You will note from the enclosure 
how things are turning in the^harlesten area. 

That the motel rather than a!) apartment should 

have been decided upon doesn t especially surprise me 

It has at least one element that will be more advantageous 

for Jmep, at least, in that when 

it is time to return to B ton#ouge, there will not 

be any matter a bout the folding up of any 

apartment to impede the next move. 









t 


*Vvi. --■‘-'■n —i-r 
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Friday, August 11th, 1961. 

• . t 


I found the clipping nt’OH'* the "bean" 
quite interesting. Qbvio'v.sly 
the "bean" is a gourd and looks exactly like 
s^me of the ones I have been talking bout of late 
which also is in the class with the pumpkin, squash, etc., 
in that it can be eaten. Just for fun, my secretary t^ok 
a yardstick out into the gourd -< ard.cn, after 
having rea ' about the Caroline "bean" 
measuring fourty some •odd inches fust to 
see how length atarired up. u he 

first one encountered Measured sixty two inch.es and 
it really should hm>* been more, assuming both the 
Car line, and Louisiana varieties are t’e same t w'tat 
with the Cane^iver ■soil so terribly rich although 
it is possible around ’turtle r each the -rod earth is 
equally fcrtile. 

I w s told today that '^oe 
Enterprise moved into its new building and I 'll 
bet everybody associated with that undertaking 
must, be mivgj.ty tirj>d by this time of night. 

'do my way of thinking, moving is 

un v.e.sti -richly one of the most uncivilized 

efforts characterizing contemporary civilization. 

I sh 1 never cease tc marvel how some 
people really are impatient to go into • 

such an act. Jell do i remember Manhattan friends 
who would move into an apartment on 
• » 

the 1st of October an' by the End were busy scanning 

some other borough to which they would 

spend, the ensuing twelth month studying 'out 

a new location where they could move, repeating t’.e 

same thing' annually and never seeming to‘ 

receive anything bat exhilerat ion at the 

pros >cct an ’ performance alike. 

After supper this evening, the store sent a 
quarter of two foot long watermelon, the interior 
of 3cme being yellow rather t> ch red. It 
is perfectly eliotous but , confess, t' e 

old ftshi He.' watermelon red still pleases m.e no end........ 


Memo ran 'urn; 

All blue on high, no rain from the sky but 
the humidity is impressive. 

1 shell run the risk o repeating myself, 
whao with being un r ble to recall if I actually 
did mention or merely intended to mention 
having heard a discussion of Macbeth 

last Saturday night with John M sonErovm and Maurice Evens 

as guests. I enjoyed the symposium and heard 

something t t, ppears old in the theatre hut new to me, 

to wit, that some people feel that this shortest tragedy / 

df Shakespeare prob My had several, — 

they mentioned perhaps fifty pages omitted 

c® between th.e presen ~ at ions on t he stage during the 

Card s lifetime and the first date of publication 

after is death. And, in the opinion of * the 

chairman, the _hridgement was made in 'that section 

f/ the play between the time L .dy Macbeth 

suggested the murder anthe time her husband 

had committed, the idea being that Lady Macbeth 

had undertaken to do th.e slaying herself but 

crumpled when about t* do so an l so pushed her 

husband into performing the unpl asant 

business. 

* t 

Jith all t’:e research that has been done on Shakespeare 
■nd his pi ys, it seems unlikely that anything new 
can possibly be left for contemporary or future 
scholars, to discover. '•‘■'he theory is 
interesting enough but to me as ,c» <. 

amateur in this field, it doesn t seem 
ualidsijice 1 assume -»« of the di stincti ms 
o. Shakespeare is that he displayed remarkable insight 
into all his characters -and^ as E e:ir y dams has 
remarked somewhere, i.t is-, notable -that 
the pleywrite should have painted t h .e 
~ har-^cter of h ady Macbeth so perfectly along 
lines that t> e 16th century woman w-s ratt er mare dominant 
thnii the man and, at least most of those we h ■ v<* any 






/ 
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account of seem to have been ever so 

nuch more clever that their husbands. ‘Che Invitation 

tluinW 19 ?' " Sl r ^ erred tQ L °-dy Hacheth as having 
crumpled up be ere her husband did but J 

1 am so hasey about the finer points of the play 

Fe± thaTnl U re ^ cr Kat sequence developed. 

ex that as it may, pnd regardless of which 

thelr^+LT 3 ihe .7 ei;ter man > I wzs intrigued by the 
V; ry " iat possibly r considerable section of the 


v ~ ~ ^ oci/ vfrUit v r O' 

y as presented by Shakespeare never found its 


into print and scholars 


way 


nay go on arguing the point forever. 


oan p K Pp° n BaUnBov, oe last night to 
r ‘y " »/>«» ho O oss on to lire enort 

for Lhe balaiiee of the summer. g. 7 . 3c id 
‘j. 3 ter hod phoned fromBatenRouye that 
Lloyd wanted to :ake her and. Dootsie B^by to 

I e d 3Vi *" !JsV) - rleal13 lister had declined. 

1 don t believe a word of it. Lloyd rn d 

irit.e continue living in Baton-Rouge, he re si: inn 'is ni 
laboring. lister and daughter are lid Z 

evir sTlong. U FUrida Wher * 1 h *P* *9 Mill linger 


she 


Carmen ceiled this miming to .report on - conference 

and M hat yesterday afternoon with " 


Sm-m**-* r ~• J vjvernoon with 

-, C- I Paduan chairman of Tourism, and Hr. P.eid, firmer],, 

+i. , VV, aM r *2 B ** r » *f 1 recall ’ ‘ lv 

til * ?!?«?* operating 


i£*,*?! pryp relati-ns hutness. >. Reid 

to A. + f, t tc J '•«« »»al« gtt lots more people 

0 \ ts t , our . l J * e U fi'dginecred a Be uty Contest with 

the «ther 7° hit ^ JlS3 drummed up from 

the other 3ixty odd -Parishes, in tfieState. 

'helms. Carmen nd I agreed th t if the Pil~rimr-g e 
■reenvfd, hie „ 



I 


Sunday, August 13th, 1961. 


Memorandum 

7 "trig warm and fairly sprinkley • 

B V Pat".rday's post I was twice blessed, what 
with messages as of Wednesday and Thursday by 
n ir out of L yme, not to mention some elegant'' 
clippings, 11 of which I ha’’* consumed with relish. 

■ am particularly delighted to learn of prospective 
plans for 10 or 11 months hence. Bhe whole business, 
i* ^ Used, will mean so much to all concerned and 
what interests me mast, naturally, is the 
happiness if will provide for little ”iss Lee. 

it is so good to have, news of the girl friend hut, 
even as you,, so do I wonder that anyone"should '-e venturing 
into places at this particular moment when the day to ay 
'oings appear so uncertain. Somehow it all 
reminds me of tie cases of 7 ther i.o’le and Father nthmy 
in succeeding years, tking themselves behind the 
- ron^urtain. It is perfectly true, of course, that 
they emerged safely but it seems tr me they were 
indeed taking quite a chance. 

I o ' 71 particularly happy over the prospect of 
making tie most of an opportunity to visit 
'-'iC favorite kinsman and to holi y a' dab in the mountains. 
d shoul in.gine little pilgrimages to les ch teaux de 
Ludwig deux de Bc.viere might he so wtnderful 
as a contrast to both little ,r iss Lee and her 
companion end would supply them with no end of relaxation 
rest and delight. ‘fiere are so many olaces 
around a'i 1 ho\'.t the region but the three standing 
out most promisingly in my mind are Linderhof, 

mmimmzi ssiwms ' 

moi. * 

















mmmm 
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I am sc glad the Friday night farewell could 
he conveniently arranged and I'm sure Ora 
was at once enchanted and s :, .rprised to know 
V t .t just in the offing was Vie Moon Is Flue, I 
sh 11 undoubtedly he hearing all about that 
on the morrow, assuming the telephone to be 
operational tf.en, It was out 

most of yesterday, last night and today but may he 
restored eventually, 

I find it odd that I cc.n sometimes get it to 
function by dint of some do ings and 'm 
even more, surprised that d stum’led on one 
trick th t sometimes works when 11 else foils, 

I wanted to alk withal, 3, “ illard last 

night and give and receive whatever news might 

be tr hand regarding Kay and James, The 

tone spunds normal when the receiver is 

picked up but after one ii.ls, nothing 

happens, —no ring at all, x hen one dials the 

operator and again nothing happens, I cannot imagine 

why I ever tried dialing myself but r did and disc overed 

that my 'phone would ring, and, after hedging up, 

I could not make a call to anyone direct but I could 

get the operator's buzzer to ring and thus ask the operator 

to ’i:l the desired number which answers, .. heap of 

hokus-pokus to gei to firstb sc and I 

suppose not too m-ny people h ve had the good 

luck to stumble on such a rou e all around Fohin Hood's barn. 

Be that as it may, I inally got I, S, Will rd 
about 11 last night ind she rep-rted a busy week 
inBatoiuhuge and a departure for dew r'leaas 
early this week, *>he had had no news from Sout Carolina 
a nd so was enchanted to know Kay was well enough to 
quit the hospital, 

\ ' 

• 

‘■ L 'he weather has been unpleasant but everything else so very 
quiet and delightful that I cannot complain c bout 

things 'ctnosnheric, especially when tw~ such lovely bundles 
o ' sunshine -were mine withoaturday s post,,,,,, ' * 


/ 
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'bond y, August 14th K 1961, 


Memorandum j 

, ’-rill i nt sunsh ine end surprising heat ill morning. 

Seven tenths more of r in in the fternoon. 

My 'phene rang this morning at 8, ^ 

I Sr id Hello nd 'a,miliar voice said Coo' Morning 

an’ I s - id. Welcome home and the voice said: 

"Before we go any farther I want to 
think you for having 'given me the lovliest friend who will be just 
Vast to me for 11 the rest of my life," 

And thus the c mversation g t under way, exclusively 
about how marvelous is little nee, —just as the gh 
it was .11 news to me_, and what wonderful things 3 he had 
done to make the lyme interlude sc extremely pleasant, 
even up to the very hour of departure nd s on nd so on nd so on, 
while T, all the time, merely listened, licked m]} 
chocs occosi nelly and interjected b t a single 
word, — Amen—When, r.s Wa.s rarely the opportisn tu presented. 

t' 

, Ihe brlance of the conversation was bout the r earn 
prefect, inquiry ’ nvt possible items in the local 
library nd i request fer conference tomorrow morning in 
a ntic iptian of n Fllegood visit »>p this w by wit!.in t he next 
co-’nle of weeks, 

x he conversation had t~ be cut s’: -rt t Vis point 
been se of someone arriving at the scene from whrh the cell 
was being made, —that number, by the way 

I shill note a.t the top xf this p e, just? tn a se yon sho' ld like to 
such n item Mr your c. ’dress book, I hive no do'i'-t there will 
be further particulars bout lyric and my l-dy-’y cf the 1 mr, 
come the morrow. Heed I add T await a re sum tion of 
the story with impatioce, 

[round 10 'clock lest night, received 
a 'chore - XI from •• it - _ v. ther nuarter, —fr - m my neighbor, 

F:’j'.hcv, I reckon it has been six mouths since 
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he has telephoned me or J, II. either although once in a uhile 
when he has had an extra drink . he will c 11 everybody he 
knows, as he explains it, "jus to let you- 11 know 
u 'phone", — gesture .that bored 
J. a couple of hours fter ha had gone to bed 1 at Spring, 

The c viversati-n seeme ? g y enough but without point. j 
inquired what he had been up to al 1 Icy and he sai ’ it had 
beer, qviet-^v.iet and th t he hadn't stirred out of 
his house .11 day. I s i ' the. i: w s fine and within 

’ " ’ d. ht, 

I didn't Indie te that th - grapevine had worked perfectly 
j few minutes before he had c lied, revealing that in mid- 
afternoon, ^ug-.hoii had 'ec'ded to t> be a rest ■■ 7 nig ride 
the road, not up toward th.- bridge where he lives h ui down 
the re ' hy Hr . “-mest's. His brother-in-law, r -?l, Iso 
high, had c.-me along, di- sc nvered a hoc on the fence nd 
h-d clouted * ::g bov. on the head, gelling at him to got up. 
h nt when Pug bou, feigning utter drunkneness, didn't rise, 

P 1 -.Hawed ‘ as, how he guess he might c a well kill him anyway where up 
Perk P.ogcrs, passing th t way, had relieved pal 
' ’ the hoe just as * ug a bou h : d surprisingly jumped, to his feet 
from his recumbent position d si bbed P?.l somewhere in 
the heart ■rea • P-l, thereupon, ions 

rushed to a doctor in town who immediately whisked him off to the 

Alexandria Charity ’hspit.-l and Fug bou's wife, •' ude, who is 

P rl's sister, Ji -d gone with the p tieni, n ' pug bou, 

left -lone, had g ne home and, beca-.se he was lone, probably 

spent the better part of the evening 'phoning fr.ieu.ds nd 'telling th. 

of his quiet ' .y c.t home. St much, for a 7t i iet 

o-bbath afternoon on ye side plantation, 

A 1 cut the time the sc' ffle wasgo ing on d^wn t’e r d., 

Png bou, junior, was gassing this way to p y me - little visit 
bef >e heading ■-t for Ho* ston 

Twice, not oner, but twice last night the local honke\,- 
tork was closed a?’, the order of the very active L strict Attorney 
who, replacing Lester Hpg'es, he ils-frm RedRiver Parish. Blue 
Laws -re toeing Fisted off, —no pi ces of entertainment in 
the countrjLnay open on Sunday but the gentry's clubs 'unction 
with o-it prrWsi in townAbcut 9 7-si night, 
a. dance wo.'tjn full swing down this way when the Sheriff 
up Urn pi ce, y.r-i- tt her iff* s 

gone h-ck t. town n.d the piece was re-opened and the hand 
str ck up -gain, only to be closed down a 
second time within the hour. The Cane diver 

do ngs of a Sunday are, in short, a sight. L-nd now I must get 
busy and knock off a column. Per’-ps T sh 11 crll it 
Amboriia in Feliciana *r some such, after which 1 shall 

- • • • * •** • -i- • r. ^ 


.. J . 


« /J « * . 
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Tuesday, August 15th, 1961 


Memorandum 


A lively day without a drop ofr ain until 
first dark when th'e sprinkles returned . 

I bad rather expected C ra before the coffee 
hour hut she didn't arrive until nearly 10. 

I did nt see r eleste at the coffee hour, what with 
today being the Feast of theAssumption 

and she homing to go to c%urch • Perhaps fhat is what held up 
Cra, tan. 


As she had to return to town a little after 11, her 
visit wasn't long and yet in spite of it, we 
did cover quite a lot of Hearn material and 

I only regret we didn't have an opportunity to cover much more 

o that subject and of Pyme, too. But we did go into 

both end naturally time flew. She was so g-y in giving thumbnail 

sketches of the l y at the Cloisters, the fin-1 Friday night and 

exquisite thoughtfulness of little Hiss s ce in seeing to 

it that her arrangements were so perfect for her departure for 

home and in seeing that she made her plane in time* How 

many stars 8hine in the crown of little ' r iss 

Lee . 


The spoke c. bout next summer and 1 expressed the hope she 
might study at Oxford or Cambridge and skip over to 
the continent for c quick look at P.ris 

but she said that with two boys in college, she doubted if 
she waul l make it but seemed so pie :sed with 
the prisoect that little Hiss Lee might make it 


7 he brought me a lovely shirt as a gift from the metropolis i 
I the so kind on her part, he didn't h^ve 

time to talk mud. about her sessions on *4 prningside 
Heights, what with the time element this morning s 
lirn ted. had brought several 1earn 

books and we ran through severe! sections pertaining 
to the book being env'sicned. Tt 

seems if me we should keep in mind that th* book being 
attempted is g ing to he : :i effort to spotlight 
Louisiana through the learn eyes, something which 
Vas'irot he attempted, 1 t ink, heretofore, -is , mat er 

~4 - t jnhf) hns nttemnted dea.rn h.,*. _ 
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Wednesday, August lQfbh, 1961 


understand bly tried to cover a very wide panorama, covering 
his life in -’lew York, Ohio, Louisiana Martinique, Japan and so 
whereas the present study, it seems to me, and Ora agreed, 
should he narrowed dovn simply to the Louisiana 
aspect of his impressiens, As I understand it, the 
first impressions he *id 3 / 7ew C rleans, following his 
arrival, were sent to the incinncti Cormerical • X 
suggested that there pro h d.bly might he a parallel 
between the strangeness 0 Mew Orleans to Hearn, shortly 
after his rrival, as w'"'.l be the s trangeness 
on people of today, mere they able to glimpse the 
Crescent City of these days through his eyes, — a city 
w/tWt has changed so during the intewentn 80 nears that 
one might have difficulty in recognising it as the 
same place, assuming the proposed book actually 
caught the - J ew rleans of the 1870's nd 1880's, In those 
years, it'was prob n hly. a decaying city, sandwiched in between 
the affluence of the pi te helium period and the 
re -hirthof r'iches by the time the 80th century 
broke through, Hearn spoke of the pl-.ns 

for new- drainage, paving and no end of proposed improvements am 
sighing, recognised these alterations would eradicate 
the feeling of the place that had impressed him so much, 

I remt, rked to Cra that it all somehow reminded me of 

the delicate,"sagging beauty of the little Trianon farm 

fading away Bit! such grace and the 

realisation as some of us did realise, that 

the restoration of the place would forever removed 

theephemeral beauty as we had known it but 

that in fairness to t 0 * coming after, it was only right 

t-Jiat t> e patina of the past cent • ry be removed and 

the place put h ck in order so that in the 

future, those visiting the place would have 

rdi opportunity to know whet it really looked like prior to 1789 

me ,improvement,s proposed by the City H'.t ers were 

necessary for ’the growth of Hew crlcmis and Hearn, of course, 

r&Fogniued this but this realisation in no way 

removed his sadness in seeing that the old city he 

had loved woul■’ vanish in so far as hany of its most 

precious ingredients f-r him were concerned, 

* 

f -ut it was time for Cra to go nd time for me to get 
busy wit a ’ozen ciirrses and so th.at was that, 5150 - 

must net busy r.gain, now that nigh cells for s me 
jr nd, after that s one shut-eye ,,,•••• • 


bout 4- 30, w> 1 ji at Chana, I was impressed by the 
call of a female voice from the direction of 
hr, ’iller's c bin. It was Jo :t who was 
searching f~r me alone because, as she explained, "Ivthe 
was sitting on the Yucca gallery, too tired to cast 
- '-out for nybody, 

■?he g -rls hr » been up to the c amp since 8 end. had 
'aided to ' ve the lawn put in order and make plans 
f~r spending a weekend, up hare, I should think 
it was cbo- t time if they expect to get much use out :f 
the place this season, 

Jlythe didn't have much news of into re t. 

Has mentioned a garden hose i\d rake 2d .end had bought her 
far her birthday present and she thanked me a main ■*or 
remembering her natal e’e ■■ £, Civile, I l better" 
re, Her il . 3 being in early^v.just, came next ye- r. 


present ?ne 


Ely the brought me scads of 
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Thursday, August 17th, 1961 


Memorandum 


Lastly cloudy end very humid with a heavy 
ioho 34 at noon and another at first dark. And 
just to think there wasn t any rin in 1948 between Hay and 
November. 


A delightful surprise in the mourning's' 
post from the direction of Lyme, providing me with 
impressions as of the week last past and it cl 1 
sounded so heartening and in-such perfect harmony with 
what had come to hand from Ora. 


ihilc lyi' : aV °oan were here, t’.e 'phone wLi 
had been out of order since yesterday, rang'. It was 
Garmen, celling from home, to say th ■ i this rirrning 
Ola Ha c had called h«r from i'.reveport on two •counts 
She had forgotten the dates of October 15th and 16th 
eta her hs 2 r image* 4nd, secondly, she 

acknowledged rece pt of the picture of me 
which Dormer, had sent ■-•long with one \* my 
arti-Tbs, recommending that both be used in the 
September d- dyes Ha gazette. L rd exvl ined she 

fine picture of the \fricn Sousa she would li 
use instead, ' vino in mind to ' o a person lity 
thing of me a little later and 

won ering if th t would be Iright with Carmen an' i x 
would ask me if 1 had any objection to the switching 
-f the subject matter. Carmen wanted t ■> call her h--, 
give her my views on the matter, asking 
me what she should tell her. - L 'h t ws^e s : 

r id ' didn't care rah eri l tods used either <*. 

r n.y other time. 7hy Cl ( > Hae should be worried ho\ 
wiu-t I should core or why she should 'link I 
might object ,if hey failed t« run r picture of my ■?< 
o nnot im nine* 


..s for the natal day of the latter, I s hd 1 be chic to 
secure it without the slightest difficulty an y withal 'casua 
and shall accordingly pass it al n ng shortly. 

-• n expert in e%eftrical matters, on the s taff of -R. E. 
passed this way during the morning. Even ns I, so he and 
his assistant jumped crooked when I pointed out 
the metal pipe, some 30 feet along the front gallery, 
co taining t c^ electric joire serving this house. They 
did some work around the house and .garden and 
came b-ck at noon to announce the short had been 
eliminated on the g llery. I was mightily pleased h-'t 
before they left 1 asked them to wait until T 
hfd sampled an outlet or two inside . The <. 
hridgclamp in the living r^om, T discovered, 
was more potent with short that the pipe rn 
the g llery and the desk \ 1 

lamp here before me, for c long time mildly electric, 

had suddenly taken on far 'jrc ter force. I 

was certainly >tied checked on these for then Ve 

whole effort cov.M be gone into ag in from 

the beginning and filially was all brought 

into proper al i gnment I hope. In any event, 

dl seems to he jutfttEfnc tonight and for the first 

time in weeks, to get a clear, strong program fro 1 

I don't recall if I mentioned it of late or not but 
what with the Electricity hooked up so curiously and the 
atmospheric cimditions so out of line, the s tandar 
r dio has brouglh-me little or nothing of news programs. °u‘ 
thanks to the presence of the gift of little Hiss ee, the 
radio has been handy hue and through, that medium 1 have ■- 
been : ble to keep up nicely with wh.at hcs.been.gciiig n aLii int , 
around the globe . Tow that reception is s ip-s-hP.pt ayatn 


1 h-ve fprfnd myself thinking so often of 
n-r girl friend, currently visiting 'th* isolrten ci 
won’ering l ow she happened to take herself there at 
such a time, hoping that c11 was going well and 
ev.n aiding the thought that she might rIre-Ay be 

1^ cannot hut marvel that 
find themselve caught in a situc 


icrsim whp woui 

she would have to sit-out one war 
in -ream of pi tting that same self in - 
f0tixn so super-charged with dynamite. 

■ mi now l must get busy and do some w 
a Mit of s mpl •’ \g of lythe's gastronom 
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Friday, ^ugust 18th, 1961, 


through the regulat medium, the little portable may now 

relax in peace until some other R,E, A, failure 

cuts off cenmunic ti ns gain when I shall onee more resume 

the use of the little one. It has afferded'me 

so much pleasure both at Yucca and at &hana, -at the latter 

place early on Sunday mornings when have -one there 

heforethe first news casts, —T vented to express 

wy appr^ciatf®? 1 again for r 11 the pleasure n a d assistance it has 
so faithfully supplied, 

- Celeste i3 entertaining four ladies 

from down a nsura way, ladies of . bout her a ge who J* 

are here, jor l a couple of days, 1 cannot .understand ilHbut 

one tj them 'oesn t play cards and how she gets throunh her 

days, l c i: not imagine ihe guests were taken to the 

country club thi ftcrnoon for a prolonged session, I assume, since 

t’.ey pro bly dined there and 1 assume J, H, m y have 

joined them although I (1 m nr sure about that point. 

According to my timepiece, the hour at this moment, approaches 
10 and, as between his paragraph und the 

rl°o e ri* a t t n+' dr i 1 J 9 ^. a grapevine, ,stretc^ing from the° ountry Club, 

re ort3 that although ^, id, doesn t seem tv be there,''the 

nostess and the four guests are and that the ladies are 

dancing with each other. Somehow there is 

something about it all that seems to sad, Fefere tteir 

arrival this morning, the guests )ere mentioned over the' coffee cuds 

V'« as , gesture „/ osgerottsn, I alined as liov,. - ° ps 

they m.ght enjoy seeing the striking colors of the coxcomb in 

the hana garden but I somehow was give to understand 

t tat prob bly the program would he tc o full for 

anyone to think of exploring the locd gardens, 

however, there s time at the 6 ountry Club for this bevy^Tl’cver hair 
a century old, to do a d b of dancing nd I cannot hut Viter what 
other diners at the club make of it all, t 

The Enterprise was a day late in publication this ) 

week, l believe it was done in offset in Xouth Louisiana,— 

4, Ti or J omi sucn Place, and offset is to be the printing 

f e MHoll r , Mcft'UfF* if %?2 £% tii d&vS's&vietfVV henceforth, 

another sitting,,,,,,,, J ’ 


L'emorandum: ' ) 

\ 

A day without rain, a night without clouds an' it 

dl seems just too rem iraknble. I was impressed arou.nd 9 when 

I went out on the gallery to give the boys 

a saucer of milk, it still seemed so light, “*n ’ then, looking up, ■.I s w 

a pleasantly plump moon, the first time I had seen it this 
month and I w?s impressed by the limensins it had achieved 
during 11 the proceeding nights when it h been shrou ’ed in clou's, 

1 i. da telephone call from the widow of Emmet Roque, 
wh ' se plantation is cross the river and up t oerd Ida dame nbin’s ol ’ home , 

■ he widow was Kitty Llorenz, d u.jhter of If red. wh-'Sc.. property 

adjoins ^renhourg, She said she hud a co’\ple of nuns, 
one from ievfrl ns, the other from some place in"iscanaii end 
the one ' n om u isconsi is a descendant: of Jr } pere gustin end 
she was won ering if she m jht have a ch nee to view her nee t-r's 
p*> rtrait. I allowed as how I thht the chances ex¬ 
cel le 't ;• ' s-r they c-me, bringing too m ny otherpeople wit 1 them but, 

even so, it w ■ 11 very plec s nt. x.n.d I woe 

enorme sly in resse'd by the vibrancy of t’-e 'disc on sin -'fetgyer, 

L'e v)i3 “ sciu. td by everything end f.s the others weren't 
to: interested, it g„ve her c.n ■' me on ! ch nee to 'else into things 
wit more thoroughness then w ul* have been possible if 11 the 
of- ore !. been hanging ■ n my words inste ' ch tter ny m n ng themselves, 


■it , x f~'lt the imcv.l e for 

i J : 4 • _ . . -j.. _t_. _ l f 


a,/ r«tte 


1 9 * 

ok t‘ e ictch wit j • st , sc f t it 
k ii of the' burning sulphur on my neck 
f.ted wifi a vengencp. 


i o v " • •• „ J 

but getting the cioarette 

* 


the Job^hich /found 3he mMt *PPl7 for - 
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the peacock eeotio^ Wo of CelLt^7h PS S0 ™ thin S « other In 
strolled with them for ° al °"* “ d 1 

end efternoon rteitors " bet * 6en "V -orning 

« rr 1 is ?*“ d *- m-t 

librarian witn whom she’has worSd i n b the°-Hh^ C ° USin Eu S ene Watson, the 
Eugene is brother of Cousin Arthur \rho if * y0U k 10 "’ Cousin 

Cousin Eugene she would like to Wr« soL ££ Jf part ” er - 0ra tcfld 
librarians would be working every day W hiS S ^f 13 f nd he said the 
might feel free to come but sheToulS " d she 


*o typical »/ c. »nd „ 

i: a d T» U V / r X^T 9 A lihnr,, > <*!» tHtn • list V « *«*• she 

f if :l / rt a V a H $ books were to hand *-r crc to take , aT 

?he has found no end of tbirjs and r 1 -Have . t/! *15 i' Uc J? l + SVt , 

- 

grea eal ethsr mt&ri 2, including Hearn’s accounts 

i t i : *:» « ( , ^s s tasi»i --■^ r ua ) s ,«,., - 4 c'. C -»dV._tes to the fro 

: ddl? ed .«•** V *' . er< 1 oe ■ rat 


^ a. „ , .. , wo Ov'Hi C . ' '6 (, ’> ,£Vi. 

h henj, pursuance of our conversation^ ?!, ' ^ j • 

wli.-j-' M! **<, nerh^, 08 *i, V Vo de’id/if he 

im. 1 7 r. - '< > 7 ’/or. „ .. 7 _ , • ... V J - C 


;! ]h '; ! '! oer a two uoltms w-rk nr </ fee wijJt insist on keening 
it own to only one volirie, n ndafter he ha* made ur, > v c “ 

undertake transcription. It is thought J 

li e ll SJ® SC) ”f ' t4<!rf ^ sret;-fore unused by ether bisgra hers 

to be /»«»d, perhaps ii u < ... 

J . r * : t / as a?I ' J ’ suggested '~>ra write John Duffy wh^m she*k"oios 

Who csr^tery •/ Louisiana and myhavTkJd /£%*** Kenm 

suggested a note be got off to 7. j9. ^stell - ’ l -■,/./'+ if „ ' 

m; t/ lfi repositories of Jew l?2 cans memor c belta.' An' ; so ^ ' ' <r ? > eep 

the project simmers an T tjlievc 'll the 


. ?/! especially lad to 'ay s vie ther and tbnightS has been sc 
things- extra pleasant for pi ntation Iks at ten 'inn 
' o-sc> ~shun" at "’t. 4ra , s-o«-the-jB(7j/.r.u tonight the 

. - el ah f-rirft and nil sort of 


f / 

/ine /• / 
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Sunday, August Doth, 1961. 


Memorandum • 



Duo more days without rain which , after so much 
moisture, seens to have us in a settable drought. Smile. 

* 

dhelna called this morning to talk for hi If an hour. 

>he and John are leaving tonight for Baton&ouge 'there John has 
so ie kinc of an educational board meeting on the 
morrow. The Presidents of all the Louisiana 
colleges nd university are mighty dcnw-hearted - bout 
the3 ituution in which they find them¬ 
selves with regard to their dwindling staff of te chers. 

The legislature, constantly voting itself gravey, has 
r -mnmed steadfast n'~out giving nothing to"pay teachers 
,'i'., by t-ieir contracts, re guaranteed a five percent raise, 
and since there is a,great shortage of teachers ell over 
ii'.e country, the Louisiana college instri'ctors find it 
easy to get f irer wages in almost any other State. Lhis is 
espeically trying 'or a President like John who has 
labored so hereicly to round up professors of 
unusual merit and all of these, of course, are wending 
heir several ways to other seats" of learning. F/hile 
John thumps the - ble iniatonRougc, Thelma 
journeys on to her former home in Houma 

t-9 a. otend to some estate matters, after which she returns to 
Batons uge on Tuesday and picks up John and they 
return to -Natchitoches with pi ns to head out for 
Colorado on the following morning, where they will remain for 
- f sw ys And then go on to Crand 'iessa -National Park or 
some such, where ever that may he, and then get b ck here 
’'l u ' l ^ first week in September. That is ’ e scri bed 
as getting rest 0 .nd relaxation which it may well k € , after all 
the pulling end hauling with the Louisiana educational system. 


dohn has been runnin . a series of vheck-up tests in 
Shreveport w.ere ho learned he is appr&achinn 
a diabetic status. The other day, iohen\he and -i-b-elma 
went to -cic p rking lot to get into their car, the^^stere surprised 

•} oiHtT, iSiHhSi , S$ d %S”tSh*HA a J ” ert u * httn and ‘ 


t • 
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Monday, August 21st, 1961. 


Memorandum: 

Sunny and warmish, moony and coolish . 

! right o// the bat, I might as w ell 
confess I am impatient for tomorrow's 
dawn. 


ihel na so. id they promised the Rocket they would come and Irina 
me to spend a weekend in^eptemher with her at Old Bonita. 3 

Figures-vous. 

to net'^U 1 , 3 Z,° rted h ^ ing contacted a Natchitoches photograph 
' n • me °' x the sorrow. The instructions 

‘liA tha \ hs was tr> take whatever pictures I wanted and 

that the hill was to go to Us Hysterical Ladies. We 

s tall see what we shell sec. Thelma also 

re mm ’ed me I was being counted on to be ti> e ,vest o’' 

her , ohn ?n October 29th when t’e final randan no" 

I*, pat on m Jlewlheria at Shadows on the Teche. i' 

«dflfl l'!JT !UCS /aT ***° *“'** »•* this 

.j| in ntTlln' t* Viih **« ran, , u .r what is g»i„ g 

a 1 st night 1 listened to Inv tatUn to Learntnn do Je~n Jana eo 

j \ hull ‘ e Parti dp nts all wondered 

r li 1 oovl lave r?t ” Mrov-h so many eidtions 

th* b«”l el in n i'Vr to l PPe V! ed + ncl f i™ people »*'tt*rent codes by 

rnci^om't n 'y w pasting it ta today to m g <»« 

conearJd ** h & n ° heen suck 0 whi3 f 3r sales when it 
a e rt.< . s a matter oj fact, having tried hut 

S nestin'urn nl V +** ^ t0 + War ’ e thr ,-™3 h *•'••<? Stowe opus 
n still u.in hie to najse it, could ± possibly have beev 

enthusiastic about it as was the - estof the w arid c' 

been around m 1852 when it f .rst weired. T " 

cannot imagine it hut perhaps I might h ve been as 

carr^i a fc wre U, ,»? ud Jiff. %'V'Uun. 


a di 

as 

J 


zen time 


it a inner today -*• c rd much cfvut the 
!url mg party given hj the Robertsons or Robinsons or 


••Wtott.ZrtinfUtiiLISS " p it **« »**•?*. • 

ttw’.t! 0 .?'"'****J**«>■ «. 


'jh.at with one thing end another, I didn't get today's 
m il until this afternoon and a series of things 
prevented me from diving into the tl e 
same until artificial light obtained and what I 
found in the fuls-me mailing tube entrances me and 
will enc'.cnt me even more at first day on 
the morroiu w! en I sh 11 be able to drink in the 
lovely unicorn ev^r more deeply.- 

It comes as such a ^wonderful surprise and 
egein I am utterly stumped by what little 
,r iss Lee can think up next. 

» 

e whole composition is so entrancing, th,e 
colors as ' see them by lamp light are so wonderful 
and the spirit of the story Jt iells both in 
the su h gcct it depicts and i’-e t-lism n it 
really is as a further evidence of the love of the 
v donor elates B me beyond my nbilitu to express 
in w^rds. 






fence enclosing t e unic rn, it is -lmnst 
a true primitive in itself and the whole structure 
co marvelously encased around and about 

with such -rn explosion of mille flevrs iesi ns that-JL can 
only m- vel and marvel again'at the rareness 
of such a c op.bin tion before getting to 
the Unicorn itself, so strikingly -mine ting 
the whole bus 'ness end the irgin long side, s me how 
so surprising by her mere presence and yet 
obviously 3P terribly important in the whole under¬ 
taking In spite of the rtificic.l light 
under which i am v ewing^it, it is zbvio s the work 
has ;t een executed so h inds -mely that I 
'm at loss to envision how it cadi 'e 

, 

rt 


l. JO 4\.*v'»y 5iiu j un . 
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L 'hc day wns efinitely on the hurly-burly 
side, with tons of various things claiming 
ny attention nd c demand for ns end of industry. 

I don't recall if I mentioned that 
Joe came in last night at 7;50, p rked his car in 
jr-,:t ■ J J '.,s hut celled on nobody. 

Jit 9 this morning, the m in tooic over 
the teacups ions when hostesses in costumes 
nou.ld he assembled for some pictures end 

so enticed as to suit Celeste's program, the 
photographer's and mine. the phot scrap her could 
get ’own on Henley, Tuesday or Friday, For two 
rejons,I wn ted an afternoon session, first, because 
.osi, of the shots a wmted taken can he made t- best 
advantage only in the f terns on t and, secondly, the dews ere 
so h«cvy at this season - • the near that the c - stumes 
o t,.e 2 . d.es re bound to get ’renohed if they venture 
l nt *t he Greensward. Celeste found it convenient 
to hit on any morn pig rather th n any afternoon and 
esday appeared the day she wes more free. And so 
-"esd-y got it and 1 get busy with dill n :qers 
to ^attend to billion odds and ends that will 
elp t&m ke better pictures. Put while 
we were getting long pretty well, x w s dismayed to 
iscovered that wtt^ut telling me, the plant ti n 
Jljo.ken ill iw-y without any hopes of his getting 

0,1 he \ or J end °S the week, which meant * had to o et 
- isy am. do his work as well as my own. Interruptions were 
c reguent an endless and even, whefi I p .used Ion > enough 
, or supper, Joe Henry, Just arriving from town f st cs 
we were Joining the meal, announced therSiuiere' some 
ladle 3 at the front g te and he h d t^ld them they mi ht ' -ve 
th fm r itd ckvf 9 8 nM + I & vested mvself e ’ 

.y»<* W 

in' V • k- 

c c ' ■ - ‘ r in ducoess and what appeared tv hem ns a frcli 




tm £ otl’ *» 4JL;fe9.<r. -i 


- w.-.» -nail time arrived and 


a frt 

J a 


Tuesday, "■gust SS n ', 19Q1. 


. r -,. 


■. i r t" * f~t' i - cl p dy cut the t'.erm.ometer 
W 'th no's in t' - - 1 

n.t night. 

o 

-.s luck wo "Id ’ ivc-it, Joe 'enry deg rted 
fcr.iri j'S'r. ef re reakfust, le ving dr ee co~ ratively 
jree of unple sant oersohalities during V - ricture 
. *' ttitm-mnn ; rf l n, 1 -, 

.mtrog an ' 1 ■ Henry were ri' ied ur> 

V 9:30 -ni round and about in'} rt a* lest. 

Car ten c me own to-’ •'■ft tr.nrcphsr rb- ah, 

'• boh yd men onm», r •? mnot in . iris, since she 
v T not -pee r in costume, Perh-ps she \ought 
she would arrange the c^st med cn.es in 
the a propriate settings Mtt if so, a’:« was dis- 
pp n.ted for ■ took that Jo' over with gusto and 
7 the 1 ’.ie3 swirling a round from me 
ola.ee to mother ss f.'-st, the didn't \: 
utere w ey '-ere at, :s it were. T.s sccn.es : sed 
were t e lihr ry, the dining room, the 
f*+at of clrr 3 e, the front of the African 'o\se, 
th ethane garden, the ; --oc^ sundial and J was 
through wit!', the c ostu \ed ones md said goodbye 
t' t- ev. 7 culled the artist . 
t: r Jump in' av ? ' T err r y -ch 


shot 93 r few times, m th*. v r.k nclterv o •’ Yucca, 
a ■■ ■. rden scene iv ^ -/• r>/ Ghana, a front ad c aid 
<Jr ' ’’ -, : interior. thee ns* front o :* t’e 


ide S'en.e 


P>' 'com se, a word that I like to <. 

use s muc[. since y*- ster r 'a\ and the lovel\ if * 

J C . 5 ■ 1 . ■ 

t-^..>'r ’ - yl i Ht h ours when net*, encumbered with 
people, ft is 3 

exquisite, visions \f it are fly ng thr ugh 

ff mind even when f'm ’ in o 

as j r removed as pulling weeds or s*me such. 


Yisterd ■ • a <in this morning, I dvised Carmen 
to come in her r'W car if s'.c dec idea to come cown. 
r > nd invited nerr "rb ”!, to dri • with her bv.f 
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, s - he declined her invitation. nr! so, in pursuance 
r t-cemmeu. ition, she cams & yway , making the trip 
wit, err t rb c .oh and the n, of course, get 
a little r<* stive when the ladies .were done being s! ^t 
:H: was?! t dme shooting Ghana . 'There 

was one fin. 1 shot, —the artist and me in fr*nt 
li holding big guards in which geese were tc be fascinate 

h jA t °® r? ! ,oe . "* tossing out to them hut C ( . men's 
3ndden arrival to hurry up.Herr rb :C h sent the geese flying 
a.!- le' vmg. the artist and me looking J J 

like c couple of ninies, our positions and 
o-r gourds being quite pointless hut 7 err Urbach 
snapped the picturer gardless. 

- . , ?ie enclosure from thellocket sneaks or doesn't speak 
i nr itself, L believe it is dated 

■■''just 14th, wr.s cancelled, on 

the . 19i!s hnll probably get round to answer it within 

- ’by or two. !Jttvrrily, cannot but wonder what 

, 1 . f/Y.tf- S «»» V««r 11 th.ae years . Per ,, n , s 

V +°' e extended Thelma and. John although 

[assume th t was forgotten as soon c s issued. You mad also 

-Is« S r £1" *l e P^sibly correctly, that there is something 
■ Ise co,king, not touched on in this communication, 

e " - mesp'‘ ;k. , u think - shell pattern my letter alonn 
groy.ii' 3 identical with the one coming to hand, with much 
empu-aais on ftria, life in the covntrytond so on. with 
ner-ieps just the mere mention of Donald Ellegood which 
Was the subject of yy i cS t communication t-> the 1 dir but uk ich t 

iZt rernlndVm T'’' V*?* acknowledgement. And 

u. , reminds me wrote C, D. Byrd, the Hedges steward, *?i the U 

f! d Jo” ■ Ja' 7 no response either, *h e Rocket, 

. s ‘ L , ' rd * the entire Hodges outfit, —they •re 

all in the samebarrel when and where correspondence is concern 



11 
La 
i 


’rt a W 


■17“* - r bfJ-9*Y %^2 4 MSa/t« 7 - 
pT r Mtfce tf Vir • • • 



Wednesday, august 23rd, 1961, 


Memorandum• 

It was truly remarkable last night, around 
2 a,m.. t to be more precise, th.e way the heavens cluttered 
an the rains descended to the tune of two and six tenths inches. 
Tod y was only p>. rtly cloudy and withal quite pleasant 
s ve under foot where it was inclined to be 
a little on the soggy side, 

Ike incoming mail was a little on the 
light side, suggesting a double dip will be 
in order on the morrow, 

"Ut the telephone was working nicely and. I 
was ple.ased to hear from Ora twice. This morning she 
c lied to report a c 0 nve rsc t i on with D. ..Ellegood who 
Wants to keep the book down tr c single volume. 

Or a has been exploring m^ny a r sar?i composition 
and trying to eliminte everything not expressly vital 
to the Louisiana svect of beam's f few rleans 
impressions wid discovers she can comoress all she wants 
from this sc-.rce so th.ct it will require not more than 
four volumes. Smile, 

I recalled, that a friend knows Dr. Landry, son 
of Dr. r att s and a Hiss 1 nd.ry, it is said, the 1 tte.r 
having been the doctor's hosekeeper until their 
eventual marriage. Their pre-nuptial son became 
not only ■ doctor but his papa'a right hand m. n in the 
hospital. It is interesting he always referred to Dr. Matt a s, 
when mentioning him in front of hospit 1 associates, jiot 
as his papa, not as Dr. Mattas but simply s the Chief, I 
reckon it will be leading up blind alley, but, 
nevertheless, 1 think I shall contact >r. L ndry to see if by 
any ch n.ce, he might still have some of his p r p a's letters 
from earn t I have no doubt that all such 

letters went to Howard- Til 'en Library when Dr. ' r aitas g ve 
the L'facdio A earn room ;id the twenty odd letters yl ong with 
other p pers from Mr, Hearn's true hand. Still, it will~ 

0 no him to ask. -nd I shall be enchanted to try t 9 
explore on Or .0 behalf. 

And then. - } out 7*30 tenigTt, Cr c lie 1 ngai to ex¬ 
press her 'slight th't today’s p^st ha. 1 brought dandy letter 


/ 
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from little d'iss Lee who, it turns ou.t, did some noble 
3c • •ting recently in the book m rt and uncovered a number of 
items which Cr w\s delighted to obtain through the ’ 
efforts of such a devoted friend. 

1 don t mind s ying that Lestan told me he felt 
it such r% ''leasing, deserving of speci-1 c nd.le in 
the little ch nel that Cr a and little Hiss Lee nd he 
could sense so much h ppine33 in the realisation of the active 
feeling of n 'fecti-n vibrating through thecircv.it t'. t unites 12 three 
’-'id iffrrds so much pleasure for twd in the rec.it ation that the V i-rd 
is so enchanted to be a pert o ’ so much delight th. t forever circulates 
thro gh the long e?t >• lished connection. 

Carmen c lied this m-rning to say t'-ct J. "rb ch, photo r char, 

h d delivered set of the vict"res t ken here vector' y nd t'. t 

11 of them 1 ’ d turned out remark■bly fine. 7. asked n'thing 

hout the. 'ft nr- liter shots ’-rt r . esume they were ■ lright, t:o. 

cc rding to "-men, the ph Tc -hie mark is excellent md 
the ' ; stri ' vtion of the hoop-skirt girls is setisf ct:ry, 
too. 3 he iff n$t on ed p rt cvlavly the ' ia.iriJov.ti on of the 
1 ''iffs in Hie .na garden, —t ken before ' r isd ' r nnter 
"'veered n the scene which is in no wr>y a '7inter ' Her 
1 yout but p~33i J 'ly is s~ gect v v that rtist’s 
composition in tar* fer c.s the c- stumec f the 1 dies * 

J-o. ’ e f ct t' ■t al If tie pictures were in 

'lack n white neons they to i'll 7 -ck t'-.r zrm • f the col:rf’l 
■os tunes b t if t 1 e rm.ncement is mretty, it m v le d 
' wile ' strib-'ti n through u ulf 3 tat e 3 ‘ * 

publications th us the likeness r m -h n. will 

A widened. If the geometric patter is 3’.own ct all 

t ’ ’ nticul-ar sh-t , it will he novel en * * ’. since, for 
s *«? r- \en urine m to me, there seem to *e but 
ni'g t ■ *ew g rdc'is with an 13th century p ttern anywhere 
ground. ■ . 




At dinner today, 7" n put in an a '•«. r~nce and 'clthsa h 
it may I ve signified nothing, still 1: was i ■r- esc » ’ ’is 
", n '* t ’”‘" r ’ ririr, hot : A* *•*•+ , s "th t 
Jos's”, Cun t si nd * 


?e 


the ivy 7. : cat' on seems ivtpl id 'a enrug'- . 


‘-&d now 


’list ; t bus ' 1 -nd 


\r J icla +i. 


'■Thursday, Avgust 4th, 1971 . 

PA 


'’em random ; 

'■’.nShine an' a 'ew clouds and nr rain. 
» » 

■Tftff sn.n.bcc.m section was rcr'elent 
in t deal's P'st, who.t with such a. 
g y car' from. Lyme from He 
floral section ;>■’ T liked the whole 
''U3iness A inclndin the lent 1 picture of 
lit le Yiss lee among the 1 lilies. 


The post also reght 
pictures wh ch L 3 h gi n»t 


all f ar t .e nst*n 
I had q 


in the 
morrow, 
in t hi k th 
Scndn^ "eng shortly, 

Andalusia -rtic.le 0 '.. were 


ti e Urh -ch 
off to Lpisey 


Chronicle on the 
set of the Ghana ones 
artist and I ap-'e.c.r with a viewr v 
■ . japy er with the 
c kind a,3 


s ha re with me end vh id: l h-ve kept much 
too long, I fear. It occurs to me that 
while esc ^ : -o.na pictures may he large en-- gh 
to give a notion of aspects of the place in 
deep summer, the pictures themselves, of 
the c-'nventi n .l standard sire, may prove a 
little cumbersome for the i yr >e repository 
nd so if they *o yget into the class 
o ' ~ ;, r -fores i 1 cumbersomness J+-I tr”-st y v 
will, simply sen-' them back, there, bye riding 
iV rsclf of t air bulk :d, sooner ~r 1 ter, T s',ell 
toss them into the hopper of publicity pictures 
in the r iv-nt ny t em.-::d for k na. -pictures sh-u.ld -- 
I test - n will feel perfectly free a'out 
keeoihg or returning them, knowing th t 
I, ch 11 und- rst- id perfectly r bou .t exist dug 
space n ircu.m8t. nces. I mention 


s n, them in the 'lags with the Ix'sia 

rti le in r-'er the gcu m y remove the photos, 
if on pi e sc, where ever 'rXv_ cy o 'tains. 


me 
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-he p s~ also br-ought 1-tiers frc~< u h--rle8i 
with t •'illie fitting quite a promising 

Of of ' 's progress nd James' hit that 

he is restive 'out getting b •••’Jr h ome. I • ve 

feeling A m 1 ' n er r»?* for - while at the Fluff, 

It must b* greet that since sha likes me - sure of rural 
life ant >■ s nr at of her rwv. *rienda in "out hr r-lir , 
one o readily .pore date her inclination tc linger on 
since n thing, 1 jus so, is malting it i~r»r -tive fr 
her h >r ftns v nd tc rush * ck to "vtonP.ouge »« 
bhinl 11' ■■■■)■!■'■ rn , fed en 

B a ’ed Fe ns quite ox'iilerc.ting,, 

I shall my heat to .contrive c. diplomatic letter 
regarding tie proposed new radio, Tn the first pi re, with 
ay little me tht presides me with o very thing " went when 
V night t ’le model is -oting up, T re 11 y ' need 

■ new one .nd the th'-ght of nything th i is 

■ combinations o "wheels nd reels" for foreign stations, :tc ,, etc, 
'ills me with, lismay, "t r she-.Id like mere th.cn 

n ‘thing ia just exactly wh t I Ire dy have f*r I im 

id can r ; '' r itin ’ up th ? m fir statt is 
v th f cilitj, J ihe tr - hie with, most r dir designs, s r f r 
s x ’ concerned, is f-e f ct that they re men uf. ctured, 
n.nt’-r. lly en ugly, for people with sig't which, until 
one gets ns’d tc then, re likely tc require no end of 
fishing ' in the -’tier until the h--sired station 

has been located, nd, by -which time in .0 c scs ~ut f 10, 
t ■■ pr ■ ;r ’ being searched for h s, during t> •■■* interim, 
run its c r, rse nyway, nevertheless, it goe3 with~vt saying 
th t 1 at urhed by t> e 2 e sire, on the p rt of the 1 Pies 
t-j offer me such ■ gift -lth rug 1 £ ’•> regret I 
grab ly c-nnot with gr■ce convey to them that I re lly 
lon’t need - nether radio. 

he Fere 'trine 1” t .Augustin's C ; urc' t 1 y 
’or i,is new <■ ssignmft in *uls , Ckl-h me. Although 
his lpsest frier 1 , V er Preble, is oils- 8 ttti'-ned in 
■ L ''lsn, —th --y came out of Pol nd as boys nd purs”.ed 
their ■ stv. ■ i-e s'- for the P'-urcb. tc nether, still le Fere 
*nto ine is u.nh npy t : t he wrsn 't a ssigned t- '• cad s re 
church in phil delphig $r some such place, bey ,— 

so ‘?j12 of heiqfth. .» •’ gcod locks nd so interested 
in n thing but'vving to' ;tever fun money will provide, 

' '■ ls " ea( ’» busy on some 'esk work.. 


Frida)!, August 85th, 1961. 


Memorandum*. 


Fair and 80-ish, 

Miss Myra Smith of De vreux died last 
night and was buried this fterns on. 

Tints the parting of an olrl friend came to me 
this afternoon when Joan appeared at 
my door. Joe Evans had called Blythe from. Joe's 
home in Fcrriday but not findir. Blythe in, hnd 
called B, Keupler w o is as thick as 
thieves with Bm-bui not so thick with Blythe who soys 
B, can t get anything straight and so that is 
all Blythe knew a h cu.t the matter, 

£ 

Except for a sister-in-law, widow -f the lc tc Fr, 

Emit' of Matches, \ r iss ’h/ra had no close relatives, 
it is thought. It will accordingly be interesting 
to learn whrt disposition she has made for her be-loved 
Oevreux, a n^me, by thewry, I have forever been mis¬ 
spelling, I believe, since I think I used to spell 
it with an e between the v and t 1 ' r, I think 
t'-t rn.oy h ve been the w cy it was spelled in Matches but 
c.9 I recall, both the French and the British families leering 
the n me spell it without the e between t' e v and t'e r. 


It is interesting that Miss ,r yrc, an jpcell ent 
c miveraati nalist in French, should at onjmttvie have affected 
an ther spelling cs her stationary, up.de ™nortly after 
she purchased t'.e m nsi n, had it spelled 
d'Svcreux, as I recall. 


As Miss Myrc was recognised as having both feet 
m the ground nud ’efinitely - cido minded individual, 

I shov.l n't bt at d 1 surprised if she made some 
disposition of the place in such a manner as the 
public might profit by it. 

• * 

Blythe -nd Jo -n 'rove tip here, with Joan descending ct 
one front gate and c oming to see. me while Ply the went 
on to thee mp to give a once over, in <$: tic iyc ti on 

cards wit '' s • 
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Sunday, August 87th, 1961* 


Memorandumi 


% 

Dlythe passed this wav an h?”r t so later an-- said 
s' e meat certainly wo':l' picked we up arid 

toother IP* wight hve g-ne to the fuller 1 t>- is aft.- moon, 

had she leorned f tie in tine ts 'r •' vs t:p 

here ’3’. ’ thence cn to Matches* 

J, drove ts Mewwrlecne and Cele ste " 7 Dee 'r-ve 
to' Me rc nd r i - , bw.t early th i s m erning* Ce le&tc 1 . c 
- gl:sc b prints cf '.he heap-skirted ladies which 
I Wall 1 ed t: get off to Jcisey in the Dell _.??« 7 I 

I d quite a pime trying te remember which of the 1 ties si d 

wl -re in )he sir different groups cn Tu sdey, for 
I w nted to identify..then in the captions "" a 
planning t. sf:nd ’clang to the Della's D* D* I guess 1 get 
th&k pr. crly identify, "from left t: right" hut 
he.' I known Celeste was absenting herself, I sh -■'■■Id 
h ne asked for t: s glossies lost night and got 
the natter settled while there taco still s : a th d.v c. rr^nd t 

:Sk* 

At the tine this letter g ses t forward, the 
package containing the Andcl’o&ia article is being 

t ed end yen -rill find - Q< ?> ? glossies 

Same package. % the wag, while I think of it, 
rend to renqrk upon my surprise at learning what 
photographers -re c'arging for ■ 3 in 'le 
glassy print of stwid-rd 8 by 10 inch si"e,— 
fins bucks r p'eoe. This seems like ouch 

for cry from the 1930's when ; s .?5 or dollar w c s 
■ ’, included • ■■ 

the Qnrher collect!.-i\ of hw p-skirted 1 dies, thinking 
she might m ke tv" -st-ries "it of the two sets , one '■out 
t':e Pilgrim.ge with the hoop-skirted girls the -other 
• ’ *’t V Qr’ana restoration n 1 we si ll see 
how she mokes o",t t The iiorfajcnow*. I 

& l, *1 jt r\ »■ y* “tern ~J ///1 ? / v Ai. r» f. M 1 /» 1 « T 1 1 w 1 4 n 


A beautify^ weekend* ,* * 31 ^ - s 

* . ■ OTtrtos tuvitA :®\< ' mi uliwTUir ..15 

And, an ynu nee, thanks tn a ribbem fren Lyme* 

,s 1 [Ifc** o *• 9* in 9 ** ke the mere relaxed 

Je ? t * r# ™aoh their renpenttve destination 
‘ -1 ht sn a » r f’M IfMiW*## man-: lew* en Sauntrday aftemeen 

and .replaced the eld rj> **•#/•r. »awt tie £ven it. with 
v r k 5*1*1 remarkable dispatch and the fant that 

1 hod h«Jd Jack wri ting nnueral letters because ,i 
*y th * /^nt»n§n ef *he nnrtpt, 1 felt a vast impulse 
: ^ t yep buey last tight an seen ,ar X; had finished 


in stir* 


‘ i y faintness •/. the script, I felt a vast impulse 
'-i-o t rf 9 *f kp.ny Iasi night an seen as * had finished 

*• •••••— ^'• f ^-Learning.. .*•« : ? 

!!' r TvTiIb 4 u 9av aUut at\Vflume nf fnur nnveln 
?/j r ? Ma ^m T *rd in vhese writings I a* net at V' 

m .1 iI«J r If ¥ * a C v Jt Wa * ®* U8in y# °*» M* prnhgram get under 
ay hat the ohainnan, Dr* Baokland nr nnme such, was twn nr 
, times addressed hg nns *f the participants as 

•<-• V ""f Drysnn* After that I .get busy sn , 

■ N A 1 * 7 * j O n*tiw a* aa 


n B 9D W O*^ r «®P*nd«#o«, 0 . «i ivuil\ 0 1 ; 

">" t ' ' v - ’/r' wt - i„ nts • •• 

ftrj*}* 1 *™* ~MdaU night ts Sunday 
T d re Pt rted fe m0u2d 1 ^',returning next Saturday fnr the 
weekend, I suppose. This ssunds liker.gssd news since his 
presence herg always makes it unpleasant fsr his :ysungsr hrnther and l 
• i.t.r and .. p.rhap, «... will think ,p n.S.thfr 
t r, plaoe ts set thefnsrld.sn its ear, i . 

i . 'i a»\ a. i. iih o; iito .1 

Perh a ps dfdn t meuttsn last week that X sailed 
the Reverend TOfUsns frsmasrsss the way ts lstr ^ -m 
< them anew *ha dates sf this year 'fPilgr image *;« 

“1 il ai iu a9 *'1 »af» tk«y weren't teld and ss 

* uo * ~ku*iues8 thatonight have been theirs 


iLu: in:;.' 


f*A.A .r, jaii 


1*Z X** v ft** v muan L su stness that Might have * be cm the ire 
had they knewn in advance as ts Pil.rimagmdats ss they 

f*. mtl I ri ft i*T»/7n /i« -f k ^ _ _ T . _ 


~ * ■ -- * ’ c/ -• • • ■ - ^ v ^ o wirt * ^ 4/ u ... U 

she sported the Houston Chronicle limits the 
text of'their magazine section to two hundred 
v) ■ rds, including captins, which strikes me as 


ceuld arrange their fair en the same weekend* Everybedy 

IJII*!L*5J5 ,r r ,ifc 2 1 advi99d then a • u °cteber 16th and 16th, and, 
even ah didI, they seemed a little puesledthat my neighber 

******** Af^heir Chureh and vastly tn faver ef 
/W and PW^mage osuing at the same time, lx had i 
net infernea^H** eithmn en the-previeus year sn this • 
u*, as we yw*w, .seme -peepie are Just teeobusy* Smile* 

ST2Qi\ *i S.U.F l!3S* '15UMI 82J\ **'.03 » r 3 ^l I 

tii BTsJJsi s !f, nu tL nJT3o La’ e ; . svtss 
»••«••• tc 3\nii*o i^. J ji® b t ®r.'iV T 3 'eT,i 3i 3 ti J 


M V A til « Ol 1 All A 
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io .1 or v. 2 i! - t ’ v>'.' 


: nil biL.-i 



I talked with Ora this •afterneen and 
n a turally me epeke ef yeu knew when, and it wae d 1 se pleaeant. She 
meqrtiene& having received a &etanteal card aw did ny 
mng&bmr 'yeteterruibi/*’h» ; HaV*iny j kbew 'htoppy* *•*' tke pane eeere • 

% ,9$t ' *' " * su’v?os -,800 o•'*>«a *>o inn t». «4 at • oc. oo x 

It ie pleaeant te reeerd that PeStSll writes the Hearn letters 
te Hr, Mattes in the Hattak reels at the Huseum are " 
net rektrieted and therefe^e why he phetestated. These are 
letters meiw linker Lafsadib' Wrete the deeter fren where I 
knew net hut as they have Sever been need, this fast, me natter 
if they sen tain anything' hr net pertaining te Leuislana, and the deal 
was the heat LeVtsidna friend H^arn had,jsill give Herr Ellegeed 
great s a ti8 fact ten in being 0 *le *• pbrlMixe the fait that 
*heretefere unpublished letters * will the 

new Williams spue -> t. -*'•* . \ ■■ V" n * 

i «•>... ?.av. % . oua sa«* bn ■. • t ’• 

& J t*«Jt the eppertunity te aikCra a bent the status 
ef her husband Yfk regard-te the sailing upr ef reserve effioers 
in the eurrent flurry ever Berlin and she said the ehanee was gettin% 
se olese there was buoJi te merry abeut • I gather fren 
^ o ne-partieular^autherity that the Berlin business will eventually 


ji.r.i t 
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Uenday, August 88th, 1961 • 


*. •> 

Menerandumi 


M yobM*slres\i 

• SUfl.' 






quiet dewn witheut an'amedrunpus but, ef oeurse, the 
z treubleibeut ;an'auteeraeyis the uncertainty*abeut" 

* -.os. no the wind sf.the persen calling the tunes • Si 0! 1 ’• 

oaiVira qu At tlba «o r r eqoi'osq «£. o 

Ora said that if I eeuld'see her en Tuesday afterneen, she 
ceuld make a reund and theught shg had sufficient 
material teoenstderse that h beginning ef a 
prespeetus'-hight be laid cut in prespeet ef the 

j77 ah ' k bWH m A baiibW +k j4 


\ nil 


ellegeeduvtsitatien,'scheduled fbr -areund the Tth} I 
I^thit^k Blythe'is entertaining at her samp en Tuesday 
ideeeuhtbring her petes ef^eard slavers j ever'here ti 


bel ieve, 
and I hepe she 
gum up 


mdse «nh*.i bring hep petes ef^eard -players J ever' Here 
the :Heern eessten. *» io«mm «• «•*» !•** n ° 41 

»*\i- «• nio\ s^florui 

yx «\?ei - •! St bar. v «»*•&» ' a so; 

-ra4i,,ion 4« t • irbat-^-q »L - U ^siV' i liv ' ' 

X» o* o l^Wi tk Friday's-’nene.J end seed a d lady 

in Wisoensin, , I think I?shdl write he^Bmr-ay recewnending 
.she "keep a -di ary .en ‘her • Eurepem jaunt^D dvbry fren a 
.-persen .ef her experience might beewlightmking te a persen 
like me tthe has never been able te figure emi why such 

Cane H iver Mens, den t yeu think «»••••••• 




I ;UuiU 1 

a Mr i '9 ooO At Iw banicc bch 

hmy ^tfb • - 

Cemplete eleud e eve rage but with enly 
a sprinkle ef rain this afterneen • I sheuld sr 
have kneeked weed lasp night when I referred 
t beautiful weekend weather fer, just as ' 

-• * wa8 f 9 \<ling the mere, a dap ef thunder shattered 
the quiet ancf within the next.eeuple ef heurs an 
tJioA •/ rain had fa^le n» ( We are premised rain fer 
the ensuiug. feur.days, ; • /.r.« i . 

- It wa$n .t exactly a elap ef thddr that distrubed 
the state ef'peaoe leoally ebtaining here at 
6:30 tenight. wfyen Stpter^ealled »e fren sau 
*hrevepert but centaet fren that quarter never i 
suggests pwc«. She said she wanted J. H. te ■ 
call her,„ he said She had been calling his effiee fer 
and heur cjnd a half -but a,ltheugh there was ne busy signal. 
he w*u2dn t answer. I delivered the message • Befere 
, she get eff the wire en my call, she said she 
planned ,te spend the weekend here, - . r- 

*o. ... Hepitig te unseat c 

► ■'t ne a little, & allewed as hew that v, t;o- 

we^ld be like a family reunien te leek ferward te, 
and she wanted te knew why, giving me the eppertunity 
*• .•ay tfyt Jee weuld be here,, tee, and I wasn t at 
'all qstenished when she said she didn’t want te ceme 
wh«n her.was here • ut she will seme,. 4 haven’t 

dewH, aiijrq® *t»«*i4ro-oo a.,* 

^ ns : oss j-ii '' .v\e *>. ■ 

■< ** 8Uak a plsajeant experience te diScever 
a letter frejs Lyme in today's pest • Teday’s s 
pest was fairly fulseme, what with the seantnessef Saturday’s 
V, P tai! predueing a deuble dip teday, including 

a«Bie clippings fren Carmen, mailed in tem at 4 p.n. 
ei S 4 n / r Waye —feur days te travel IS miles, ummmmmmm. 

And se, tuoked away in, the arms tn\ rests te day’s pest 
a gainst the msrrew, what with interruptions teday preventing 
me frem aettAa anywher^with secretaries teday a nd 
debut I: wish there weren’t se many 


- «r* 

.*5 f r * M 0 

my pafie 
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.1 W'-i ' -rr-. ' t • 


I think I menttiened yesterday that I 
had talked with Ora en the ’phene* She said she had 
called the lady deeter en Saturday and disoevered 
she had been eut ef her effioe fer a day er twe . It 
seems that Den grew mete wacky gradually and 
the wife fears fer semebedy’s life but whether it 
be that ef her husband, herdaughter er her husband. 

I knew uet That mele Wersley setup seems te-under- 

ltne the truth ef the eld adage that nebedy can have everything* 

As fer the lady deeter herself, she seems te have publie 
admiratien is suoeessful in her prefessien, has an 
adering and adered adepted daughter and a husband ef 
ne acceunt wheh she seem i te eehsider as a way¬ 
ward ehild deserving all her affeetien even theugh 
he sueoeeds in making life Suite a'hurly- 1 1 
burly fer her* She deserves a better deal than she 
is getting *m« fer the mement, ene can enly 
heps the Divine Law ef Ceupensatien may begin te 
t eperate in her f a ver befere tee leng* f ' 

.■ . • j; 

The artist has sailed me several times in the last 
24 heurs* She is apparently relishing life en 
the very pleasant UHerne she is enjeying . U a y Balthasar, 

** 9V9r there ^was ene, hast persuaded 
\he artist that a veedee praeitiener in tewn cane, 

/•r.an ample ameunt ef meney, perferm seme rights that 
mil e ventually <wt Da te manifest d dab ef interest 
in the artist* The artist denplatns the magte isn’t 
werktngjeith sufficient speed te satisfy her* i/a, and 
the veedee praotiener epine that ebvieusly s 
the spell isn’t werking simply because the artist 
f* demenstrattng a sufficient ameunt ef faith 
tn the peteney ef the ieedemrigaikareU^ - 

V'ee»«^:.i03 v i At\ . ;'«a t ® tu* ■ im't: , euis - p. t 

r fer myself , I a emetines oannet help wendering tf 

.1 hap eentributed anythin? te WbVtwW welfare 
. by having, dene what I oeuld te create tnterest that is 

yiTJ l i, her ** UnU9 «'l 9Uppl * •/ 9*ld fer a 1 per sen ef 
, , her statien, espevially as eh* seeks'* spend se muoh 

9 A J h i r A**? m *J**f ir e **er\ * Semebedf^d her* —I 

that the Tural *.£'«* /IrthiX&rJruI^^fl’tt, & p , r the ether 

and peeketing it witheut giving her any and therefere she" 
eught te charge me mere fer anything I might want te puroham 
frem her* She and the lady deeter eught te get tegeher* 

• — — • • * * « m . — jL ^ m* , 
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Tuesday, August 29th, 1961* 


Memerandumi 


Meetly oleudy but mestly dry which is seme thing 
U he UanK/ul aUut. , , w tMl ,, 

It gees »«theut saying that ”t vat delighted »ith the 
Thursday letter frem Lyme* I’m s* glad a n * ' 

eppertunity presented itself te see ”A Far <?• un try” and I shall be 
delighted te learn hew it impressed yeu. F r , u 
what little I have heard a beut it, I gather it must be quits 
stimulating a nd it te heartening te knew that a play 
en this intellectual level eon be receiving se much 
publio suppert. Plays that enjey a »«a«urj ef 
popularity seem te have a way ef getting fellewed by ether 
plays ef parallel virtue se that success in this 
Particular field may semeiew prs ise ether geed things » 

•f equal merit tn the next ge-reund* * 


I hadn’t realised all the changes that 

which we all liked te haunt fer lei.these many 

years* Sheuld I suddenly awakens, hading been transperted thither 
in my sleep, % I reeks»sheuld be unlike te knew where I 
was at, if I may use such a frewned upen phrase* 

It is interesting hew ene gets in the h a bit ef visiting 
a certain lec a lit.y a lmest_ie^ peint ef suoh familiarity r 
that when actually making the rehnds, ene scarcely netieSs 
anything in particular, taking everything fer granted until, 
as in the present instance, the time element intervenes and 
the sky line changes te such & extent thqt, while ' 

ene might thread tt\e same the reughfare L •b*'* • 

/ft,Up, lenfi.praetice rathe? Than identt/ieatien ... 

P X lv “ the .1 

I suppese tha f sherily after writing the .Thursday letter, 
a le A 91 ! wa * reoeiv ?fi frim 0r a , iriclesipg a cheek, —pirhap* 
fer twelve dellars, erdering the beeks mehtiened as available* 

I have ne deubt-this letter has re ^shed'yeur true hand leng since 
but i mentien it as having gennf ferward immediately 
frem Ora en •receipt ef the repert and undeu tedly has leng since oeme 
safely te bad^ 

. 1 mas perfectly entranced by yeur splendid acceunt ef 
September Hern, hat a ceincidenee that it sheuld have 
h a d its first etefi toward fame tm a building se • :I , . v ; 

* . 'i • £f. -.1 • i; 

-3 sv: nti -rtos ... :U a— t nitn;- -m* -v •.* - 

- - . II ( i K-r ^ . kla.lu ^ J..4. I I. 
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• ' ’ '. i t ' • z> 


:V e ? 


•>u 




os ei *1 -iow ytb yjltfaora fry* y u»Vo 

familiar to little Mine Lee, Leet a n and so many 
othere, I" am «o glad t# learn §f the career »f 
this wtrk ef a rt, It certainly was a subject,of mu eh ' 4 

discussion on at leant two continents and well do'I 
remember somebody giving me a pieee or sheet music 
on the cever ef whioh this painting' was repredueeed in bl a ek and 
white and whith what gust o i aeed to rattle o// the piece on the piano. 
Ion t it wenderful what Mr, Comstook'set eff when he dropped 
in at He, 13 and *ne can hut wonder bow the saga ef the erection 
will keep on vibrating down the decades, I wan well imagine' 
the ether article* in the tame issue ef heritage bout the 
ether pictures must have Made interesting reading''. *-*he 
Spirit ef *76* the Man with a See, •■•down 1 entainebleau way, and 
the Leave Taking .. . - frxsii *. j ** H 


fr e 
irifr to 


•\ :.Vi < { *V ■ 
r Ict'pti ' « 


I thin* 1 acoempli8hed something few ether peeple oeuld 
icate when, this neen, I brought a desen kettles* ' / 1! 
tke in a paper b a g frem the store, entered the beudeir, 


duplicate 

ef ee ... _ w ___ _ 

heading toward the west refrigerater reem^hen/juei’aVl' 


itb: ^ i 
ucj\ tir nsse 
II rioi-w 

. a-. 


fr O ? : : 3 a 


entered the living room frem the boudVtV, the bottom #ame n out o/ 
the paper o a cb and I failed'te prevent the kettles frem ■ 

oarsking on the fleer, Fortunately I bent ever to lessen the '■* * 1 

distance they fell. —not more than 5 /eet. /or- — a nd this 
is what I think wdf MSndetfdl about what I achieved, out of rt 
the desen bet 1 o* ! iii the sack,'! somehow' succeeded in ' T a 
breaking 6. I never saw such a sweetly be-dr a ggled looking living 
room, I set the four remaining .gbttles in the bathtub 1 •' 

until I had mopped up the living room mess, then rinsed eff the 
four bottles, dried them, placing them on the bathroom floor - 
when sailed to the 'phene, A secretary was here to hell me with 
the m a il Just before Ora arrived and, being a little pressed for time, 
and needingai extra envelope I had left in the bathroom. 


4 i 


t yile s.fr 
s aii* 



sotua yiiol boa at 


i * o ts v h « oo 


\. 


- _ ..... 

x hanks for telling me ef the uke ef Wellington portrait . ^ '•* • 

I did not hnow the name o/ the^neriean purchaser and a* 8# glad 

t. have it as I think I *».» a «u*ttal friend and I Hast inquire 0 ».ut sans. 

Ora arrived a bout 1:30 and remained until nearly 5* She read me ** 
a let and we formulated policy, Somehow we found time for 
even greater satis^astien, —talking about little Miss Lee and 


t .1 *G i - 




/ 


\ 


maiU Li,to 3 3S-, Tf^'J-JvOw <».>* ttu , 

••I'iAW B4.t Si! 


atAff tts 


••4 ei.r »- o *i a a 


& tisbo; . . _ M . ____ ___ 

•o' o, Wednesday, August 30th, 1961* 

*f„s, >i0 01 *r> 4 s-« I «3 

.V »U.O •• vn: o'. »V 

-Is o IV. »ya 5 > 03131 :Uo * 0 U ! ssa 0 . Si. i 


Memorandum: 


IM « 


sse 

f, a .q ti o”i i 


a . 0 I bj'.i. ‘rstio"!. xj. 


ZtiA SV r h 


, r 


' * S 6 ’ 


0 li ^ 0 

i»J ti. 


. 


I .i;r 


Fair, 

3 r 4- '■ >:s ii« • ’ 'is n * \r s 

scrini -i *!'**' P 2 * 09 ™* U h <*»« »*<»*•» producing 

v has beet ZiittA Yn iV VZ*l V ot 0 V somethin 

,»a« oeen written on it or lot. » c 

Pnp / 1 mentioned the death 0 / Mitchell a day or 00 back. 

/ ete but I a " V 9tnolu9i " 9 following 

ilmtaSttflAitatt** d# "J regwdless, Vy neighebr across the fence 
almost unfailingly remarks upon one point or another 

touched upon byCaneiver Memo. He table from the ”all-quiet ■ 

•S TlwMvt* the foes*', might, I suppose, 
suggest that either that column waen t read i/ it.was, did 
not appeal to my no ighberr. As ireoall, in that oelumn, 
semething was said ~ bout the wives of certain 

K5 Y dark « B *»l? door 0 / the poor. When mentioning 
; Mitch«ll s dsath, my neighbor-told me that a couple ef days 
before she had oalled on the dying man. Period . t 

The white draperies in the living room and boudoir look 
<fi ite snowy tonight and somehow the 

Vf 9 22s rooms look a little more oyster gray than 


»1' 


s 


Si 

* *1 




whitp, thanks to the cleaning through which 
the draperies have Just been through, 

.... ?" rg turning, /rom the Post 0//ice this morning, I 

was pleasantly surprised to find Doreatha and her daughter, 
who had laundered them, busy and getting them aau ^r, 
j place again., m oiewof . s:i * «. : 

all the dampness o t btai ning in these parts, I was impressed 
by the *P«*d in whioM the-mark had been accomplished, 1 
1 chanced to drop a pencil on thp floor 
at the far .side of this desk and, in re a ching down to 
U P$ 1 f sit moisture and after 
Doreatha, and daughter had left, T took . 

arm li ij;i 0 • su«n so sitsv xs 


J.'Cj I 


itr e. 

• r ■■ 


niizzn'u\ri sorit.vs 


>10 


> «ti 
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Thursday, August XQst, 1961, 


ditisn the draperies and spread then 
en the greensward ef the white g or den where a 
. radiant aun ahserped the nsisture very nieely 
and I eeuld get then h a ok inte heir 

respestive places he/ere first dark, One thing aheut Lswells is 
that it seems ts leek Just aheut as well 
if net id irened and I ean't see 
hew these ssuld have had an iren pass ever then 
while still dripping, 

*hile the draperies were drying sn the nerth side 
sf the heuss', * thsught the ttne exsellent fsr 
emptying the great sugar pet sn the ether side, ia yen knew t 
it oentains several hundred gallens ef water and ieeuld represent q 
a !•*, were the eentents te he emptied hy hand, But 
, « 4 iit was as easy as pie te de hy sltpping a hese inte the 

pet, then sucking madly snathe ether ehd e said hese until 
water^hegan flawing, l get quite a few 
neuthfuls sf mud hefere the thing really 
get-under way hut enee the flew was’established, 
a gargle ef Lietcrene pute verything te rights inside me,*I 
heps , Anyway, the leaves. Seeds and trash are new sut ef the 
pet and I oan put,.sen te mere geldfish h a ck, It seems the 
acid ef the magnelia leaves tends te make the fish turn up 
their tees and se the newly w a shed and filled pet will prsvide 
a fine residence fsr the new-eeneras The fish in 3t,Ciggin'a 


Ueneranduni 


a fine residenee fsr the new-oeners, 


t fish in St,Biggin's 


feuntain, sf oeurse, never eneeunter the magnelia difficulty, sins 
le a ve8 den't waft theiruay inte that iren pend • 

j, | i) £ 1 J f i’> ;J « % .; !• i ®It 3 .. ! t 3■ K1 . ‘ 3 5. 


Si' :' Q l' V.‘ • ; r . 

I had quite a run ef pears, teday, The 
stere is always preelaining that nebedy wants any pears 
and that the stere ten t geing te feel with them. But 
lets ef pesple de seen te care aheut pears and 
the treses within the oenfines ef the Uelrese 
.gardens are drepping fruit with vast ah a nden and 
teday even different gentlemen fnem areund and 
aheut same te inquire if they oeud get sake 

pears, ^ay eeuld. As a natter ef faot, they did. One ertwe ef 

then, Jkewever, seemed utterly nen-plus-ed when, after 

sacking up all they wanted, sane te see aheut 

hew suck they were geing te he charged fer their 

plinder and were teld the pears were a gift t‘ u 

fren the plantatien, Per seme ef 

the experience was nevel and it was werth a nillten 
de liars te see the depth ef their deuht and then 
a sert ef glewreplace the expressien asjhe light 


Pair, 

t «Ip iri T J. .U! S v o r.3W3\3't 51 e »••• «« boiws 

The tbereneneter was enly in the upper BO’S, it 
is said hut the humidity was almest a hundred all 
day, I den't knew if I had a fevefhr if that is 
what phe weather bad 4 In any event, Sven when scarcely 
stirring; I seemed te divest myself ef terpehts ef perspiratieu 
ea ^ j. o 11^ day and new at 10:80, I'm dreaming Sf f Aliening 

a up.'h skewer ef 10 minutes a gehy anether, 

■ K ' ' 

I,was mindly amused aleng aheut M'this aftsrneen 
\.U, when, passing by Tucoa te reund up a dry shirt; I 

.received a 'phene s a ll, -- fremsenewhere in Natchiteches, 

Ul- : frsn ngne ether than the^ecket, *he inquired after my geed 

health, said she was enrsute te the Crescent City, was 
geing te a party Saturday night td Ahheyoille er Hewlberia er sene 
irtir; r such place in seuth Leuisianaand'might see s* en 
Sunday tfxshe dtd.net return t§ Uarsh&Il'-Bta a : 
t . sare westerly reute, The petmt ef ;t - 

st I.- Vi5 oa etai*'-' 1 -- 3*'c ci 

the, a all, I suppess, was next in the cenversatient —she wanted 
(•*,. a valance ever her kitchen nindewidnd theught 8 er 10 
small primitives a heut 8 inches square f placed aleng 
the valance, weuld he Just perfect, 'hat did I think, 

I theught that sines she was "SS sieve te the artist right new, 
she might oensult her a heut it, er, if tee busy te hether, 

, as ef new, she might take it up with her en Sunday if she 
sheuld^psss this way. She wasn't sure qbfut the exact sixes desire < 
I theught she had better get the sties first and then preceed fren 


,\ nc a~ ii-ikat 

ene 

that 


ipeiritsi 3he explained she rids sub-letting all *u* 
small resm at 511 St, 4ns. "hat did I think ah u* 
, I theught that was fine • 4 %ta heped I weuld 


oene up. it e Old Bsntta seme Saturday' and let the 
Zysers pick ms up en the fellswing day • "I theught 
ithat weul be fine, tee m .*nd that was all* - ^ 

s ,\i '• t '/tsi Si't STw.'i.. jjsjirl 

Ten ight aheut 0, l 4 S, Willard -v i - ,t 
'phened. She •is just hack frem the CresssWt ^ity 
and had muoh mail te ge threugh, read me 

a letter, dated A ugust 15th, frem Aunt *illie whs 

ui . 3 i $\ii *o efr«q 8o douw < 

S»pA I tn*A ., k .. 6 ’ll© \tW9ivj Ht bba r »r 

8 4 #0 UiTi l ; ' -Irf.yrjr «v et'.-si* 3 bo<. s.\s i.'t s<t»b 
n« 4 3D3 «C>Iq SC :iSS» 5ii« si.iJ 

- v* • < i - a- u-.m. 

i-.lo hil i U -1—.. « • * 









—. • .. 
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::;o'- 




or i 


u » i itn i 


t»io« in the same epistle referred te James endearingly . 

K §nee ae a darling and then an angeltw. X* 
plad things appear t* he veil smeethed eut in l t 
that r*Iati#»fhiy # *h* *aid 3***«h ing aheut. 
lay spending^several nenthg" at the Bluff, fellewing 
, , iy her seeeisng m ith her (, harleaten dssterg. : ; v\ s 

X can t remember if she,saidZay er if she said lay and Janes 
••uld hg spending several nsnths at the Bluff. It really deesn’t 
m a tter, Just se leng as *unt "illie and James 
sic 3 aT e hitting it $ff f a neusly at the memsnt. What 

James_uajt-have in mind is anyhedy's guess hut prehahly 
, s-bOoni -i..f#■.'.•«+>* •* heading jteward^BatenBsuge' hef ere leng. I 
• v 9 u«ss,\were fats f ind myself in his sheen, I sheuld prehahly 

, l* n 9 §r.en in^harleeten fer a while hut it,is feelksh 
te f igure eyt hem ether peeple are geing»,te 
ar^ive^nt deeisiens . I must say $ hewever, that I eannet 
imqgise, -•never eeuld imagine, in fast,,just why 
BatenBeuge had f eucka Jtre9gap.p1 alferhimunless, 
perhaps, it is the Mahiers whe oertai nly are 
; 3 i.« ..spleudid pet pie hut net precisely at the venter- 

01 gravitatien, I sheuld thinks as te where his majer 
, o***«rn* arg te he feund. i- ;.«>«•.‘.u ir i-v. tli t 
y 4o?.'“ ,4 of'Tso vav:’t. si biiocs t so« Idu s&i 

« - .» • .-v, \ 4a,- -u aft hand a Je tter frem J ames \ . S.r 0 i i 

Jt til* matter 

3 »u. V •/ *hej>rioe ef gleesy prints and f iuiity m th« nan* 
it • 4 »v'i 4'; x *5 V 1 ..® ^riaanf ^u«« that,prints at wens 

rs James feund the five dellar charge 

tu the -a^fihiteehes phetegraphers eutr,ageeus , even as de I. 

o' .> . 4 I . ;u;. .4 Vi lid 0 , no on II 


s a c "10 


4u i 


1 

Xn last wdek\w,Uarket. ulletin .**'.4 
a sheet issued meekly hy the Department ef 






I 


4 jC*n**ro* <\nd Industry^. liatiny y thing * • s . 

any oit**«n ha* fer sale, .there,, was a nttiee that 
Jeff Zirklnad whe lives where the hend ef the 
river re-jeinsrthg. puklia rejd helew the 
spillway^ {Advertised an iren pet. fer . 0 :» 
eight dellars. ft must he •«<* 1 a « it 
ft*®f&** held enly £6 g a llens whieh *>x 

i*n t much a* pets ge hut it dees 
seem edd in viewef all the casting a heut I have 
dene iu the past few years te traok dewn iren pets 
that this ene sheuld have been almest at the plantat ien 
deeretep and ewner and v - - 


he purchaser 

And. 


I inH 

__J—. 


(]< J- P. s. 

y° hanioal failure ef this maehtne 
t*it 9tran 9‘ trieks te this mens M I 

yeu may make eut a fewoerfis regardless.... 

r 
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Friday, September 1st, 1961. 


1(emerandumi 


Fair — until 4 when the heavens clattered and 
the rains desoended t after whioh — the bantam having gene te bed. 
the sun came eut again in dassling brilliance and new at 
11, th« skies rem a in oleudless. 

It was a busy sert ef a day en the plantatien, 
what with all the talk aheut the impending wake the 
night weuld bring in afitidpatien ef temerrew’s burial 
*f Zitchell, the Axe, &allien.^ And then, teday ; t ,«.-..a :i\ l ■ ■ i .. 

being the first ef the menth) little knets ef • • , i a. 
eldsters, as is the oustem en the first day ef e very , 

menth, congregated en the a tere gallery, heurs .hefere t 

ti»« /•?». the peatman te hr inf the OldAge Pensien t t;iu 

ffething much was stirring by way ef field . >• /■ ' 

eperatiens a nd se Murphy was sevtf' te give me * i 

a hand kut we hadn’t gene far "hefere the at*r» (j •!«,: ;» ^ 3 
sent fer him, reperting a telephene oall frem v » &• ^ 

^laxandria anneunotng the'death ef his sen. Buddy Bed Brewn- e' 
and that,. ef ceursewas the last I saw ef Murphy • i;i jo: 

Mitchell will he burined temerrew merning ’ ,f nin"- 

in ®St. Augustin’s graveyard as ness the river while » i 

*uddy Bed, net a mulatte like Mitohell hub a . . — 

q pure Afriean, will he ^interred at St. 

^ U 011 3 if t JtS A Chin* all Ait ^ i m h m t ? m* • 'am I/a w An «... ■. % o'. 


That branch ef the Brewn family is numereua.t, X keltevs 

d iiaters apd en his nether’s 

. 1 _>0.1. 


Buddy Red has 14 hreuther * dn« •« ov «r-« , 
«id« there are 15 unolet and aunts with 

m V W V J m.. ■ V O J.1. _ A . . il. A ' 


-—- -r,—• - -■ • »v »•«*** WIIU umi »• III » ¥l» I J c : . ^ 

families numbering a heut that quantity f»s t fat if enly th* *. a 
immediate family attends the Menday services, , 4 

th* oenoeurse ef peeple eught it hi impressive\ 

* t ■ i 

X reeken at least twe ef Buddy Bed’s h rethers 
will net attend. One ef them, Buok, went eff with 
a tent shew, playing here, a desen years age and 
nehedy has ever heard frem him since. Anether 

tr*th* r . lives in Califemia and hasn’t been heme sines 
he lft here a heut fifteen years agv. This 
Califernia ene was always knewn as 
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L tui 
eeaib’ioq ^ 


Sunday , September 3rd, 1961 

btiwktn b •X.iwO biasrt 1 ,4u» *3iu oLjqt.v e t.y\ 

bf;* 1 ' j o>■.i t \ a its 4 'j, ■ as 3 .in u . «g sir.i 

, ■ | . v .. ■ - •' • L<» '■ ■■ ' ■ 

t bsi4a*s% -is M ul s > .>• is A fcib 1 tr 

Ifemerandunt ~ i. 

yl< %c . ilaso s .• ii- its - U. «:• s.-sis Hs.ru>.,> 

Tew ahewere yesterday but enly ene ted ay and withal 
i j het and humid • . 

-': 3 i;i t . t? -,io ... j i 5 <4 Or ji s 4 *. ' • .. 

T was altegether enchanted te disoever a Thursday 
,j, mail mall frem Lyme in Saturday's pest* 

* . n•*!. ..o'- ni s* .»• sTsis^sS sh3 meal bs$i \ ■» 

• si. *U8t congratulate yeu en tfoc success ycu 
have carried threugk in precuring the Hearn material 
fer Ora* I haven't talked with her sines she was 
here en Tuesdaylast past, but am perfectly sure 
she is altegether delighted abeut yeur finds and ne deuht 
x -, she hasrplumbed the depths ef many a page during the 

past few .days 9 What yeu had te say abeut the Hearn lette ; 
signed the Raven and oentaining sketches ef that bird in 
the eriginal manuscripts gave me additienal pleasure in 
t .« reading a beut this phase ef the Hearn expressten fer the < 
c neunoed the werd, Haven, as theuah spelled Raveen with ti 


,itei. • .air Ic i \.e < e , ei 

s»13 *>$. w Q«i5j..sqi?i ste i>;«< tint •>. .. i£:, 
i i >i ~u. : 4 e'wmw *4 \t t ii . ;,i • i 

Junier Hina pessibly spelled with • t - , 

Brew a ^aiu/ht * #rB ••» ! a»d nbs toawed^ifcrJIXi* 5 ** a, * a# J 

i. ■■.... «..«.......... 

■»««.......... ^ * r ■■■......... jjj 

mws fe-s. 1 *'*" 

2* " *! Ut Juni9r Hinna is the fact thnt** th ? r «wa» 
SiW a r « ■aft.yny *r.»» ***** 

» a « exactly that*5* *1 P err ukes 9 Juni 
Mil P i 9nentatien and neshine /ust*^»2* a *fc #o2 5 .•*“**• * r *» n in , 

Ki.r;; 1, a ,* 2o » •/ a»*rfca2* 9 A* " al 0§1 ” 

unier Minna s hair was abeut th» n . * n< *e tddly eneuah 

mJSVJVS* Jg ' 9 

Tunt./iZ kin * Unli *• *»*• - 

■•••r married, ene reaslm tH^i 99 * - * 

[22Ii W,r v* eoo “ a * A «*o® pnki+rtld eVtii* * 9c * ■ 

tno*nw8ji<* nc# a , 1#uf jin th t 8an * <*ffHetien er 

teen f' 2 on <* altheuah that ! ,! r . 


ately ahead 


3 

V» t.4iO 


soi. ’ 8 rii' f'.n v *, t 

b«o . ; m • y i 4 ,. s:i i i . 
• snsi 

SC “i 2 ! Cj 31*0 I 1 
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V 

* 

\ 


, iSti t -V, •' s<! 1 ' , j - 

ju 9 t 9 tapping into the tub, I heard someone call, A climbed 
back inte mg eeggy clethea and, $n issuing forth, discovered 
the Reoket on the gdLlery. &he ceuld remain only SO minutes, 
and se I did net ask her te come in but rather grabbed a 
couple of eokes and hot-foooted it ever to the 
Ghana garden where ehe could tell all and w e eould probably 
chatter for a few minutes without 'phone or messenger 
interruptions• 1 think the only reason.she passed thiswaywas beeaus 

she wanted to see about some little primitives although, in the 
end, 1 doubt if &ohe stopped at the artist's for I talked 
with t he a rtist later'in the day and she didn't mention it. ?he 
a ocket was surprised to learn the Registers are in s outh°arolina. 
Shea 9 ked me.’to send greetings to *ay and Aunt"illie. A letter 
from ^ames on Saturday and r eported that the Tuesday 
conference .with the specialists indteated that the 
hip situation is ooming along famously. James may oome to 
Louisiana after the 12th of this month and Kay »ill go to the 
Bluff to have a mother specialist oonferenee tn early October, 
t r after which she say return either by air or by oar to 
s;. Batonhouge. ; : • *• z wit . $• 

:.i f; f.: ‘Ia-O ' ■ .s v 4 b; , »p. ••• :.*c i i i. 4 - • 

r> Well, the Roeket for half an hour related many projeots, includi 

frhBOOO it her intention to write a bout the marsh lands of South Louisiana 
. the form of a book, ete., eto», and then, a little 
after 11 , shsins. %n .her way again. > -> 

J. a. had made an appointment for. some people 
.. to have atour and they ailed to ask the hour and I said 
on r t It 30 would be fine and they got here t at 2 andafter A had 
hi i given them a round, and theywsre gone. Celeste called to say 

-it. the people u{ere at her house but it turned out it was merely 
V a second car in the same party but the first group hadn t told me 
about it, —that another bunch were coming, and the 3 eoend 

• t. group newer did get to see the place since, praise the Lord, it was 

raining by then. \.a- ir 

&eoe> t ua i UUi .suJ i. •. U a. 

i;i Mr • and M reUlben of^hreueport were ooming to visit and remain 
for supper and I told.’Celeste I would Join them at 3 j 30 but 
as I headed that way* I encountered Blythe 
and her sister-in-law.. They rem a i ned 
until I'll speak of Blythe's visit on the morrow. 

.• «, . J, he Albens sat until after 6 and I was 

glad when the supper party broke up and A eould come 
home for a littl# jofiat with little Miss Lee. 
bi.L' JiiwiDi « A cs'«e b«o web r.vjib -j n e 


Monday, September 4th, 1961. 


Memorandumi 


Rot 


- o\ Yt ^ SO 

and humid but withal pretty. * 


Blythe had a couple of things to report and A want t o 

. 

■>. ii- share them with ye Us —Briarwood and Deyereux. 

R % ° , no . 

Blythe was over at Terrlday, oalling on Joe Svans, on 
Friday. From Joe she learned that Miss Myra hafi t 
given ten thousand dollars outright to sooie educational 
fund in Matches, stipulated that Devereux with aL 1 its 
i\; w contents be sold as a single unit and that one or the 

3 ; other gentlemen, one named Jones, the t her Butts, 

both Matches residents, be given first opportunity 
to purchase Deuereux, A gather thise men, neither of 
whom do 1 know, may be people of wealth and sulv 
h a ve voiced interest in the place to Miss Myra and some 
to, r«,»tn,. 

„ 

i. Miss Myra also left five hundred dollars to 

a woman of oolor who had been helping her during the past few months 
and five thousand dollars to the man o color who had helped her 
t r about the plaoe for many years • There iairs some other 
minor bequests but otily the ones mentioned ab^ove were 
remembered by Joe who passed the word on to Blytho 9 

. t 


While Blythe was at Joe's* some influential people in theState 
Horticultural Society ' oame, presenting a list of 
members of the State organisation . They said egeh member 
was being asked to subscribe one hundred dollars, — 
the idea was MtssMormon's, they said, and the 
money would be used*to pay off publication debts and purchase 
Briarwood which, would be reserved for Carrie's use 
as long as she lived, after.which, the property would 
be held by the Society as a permanent sanctuary for< 




' f l ,• I 


wild flowers where eueryone migh visit 

the year. J 4 '• v iU r • » ' 

(5" 34 ***’ ... V itmot ! 


Vi«t 




duringf 

«<■' t 


t 

<« 


bsr' : 
; A . ' 


The idea seems a good one, so far as Carrie is concerned, but remoi 

. v " :,e 
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Tuesday, September 5th, 1961 


Carrie •In.' and 8 *»oe 

a * a Rawing otrdf l$f***' t 

the L I *ti! O0 h Uld * 8 ***** 

the tit t0fl l r -3tarke, * 

*he widew Steam er 90 
* 8h ** andeperate the l 
relinquished tnterelt P 

ln^ th j ir han *9 bn f 
and altheugh all 
recall hew CarHe 
Stark oheek and L 

/eretarded te oever*the 

V' V: * f n * 

are ^^lUu^nTth^ 
ie visiting i n a, V 18 J 

1 *»*«'* 

• : e 4.1 “« J r * 

*. I walked 'with in,.*. 

' ’ £ a newer. mg 'phene' 

wt'xMw 

f ***l*edwith her eVth 

xsxusi ift* 

U * tpptnjj'ff 

' «. 4.“; ztokti;* 

eurieus stem, v *" r * < 
harmed ald^ht/ 

**na Usa, Due Lei ! /{ 1 

pertraitm 888 •/ D «v 


- jjZJL "euid mem fc 

* ,n, « *«* «•». 

. « W’.. 

r , I sheuld 
5 i» hedges, t& 


3 Jfentraudtm: ^ o; .« 

r h i, s.’s ti a i ©; oi?-iaa\i•'•..* :? £..o-v 

Dasslingly bright and drenchingly humid , 

• ; <* «•>!• sxt t I • ' . ; 9i t :*• a - 

It ^ 9 98 "eMerful te find a letter f rem 
Lyme awaiting, me at the Pest Office, er, mere Dreoiselu 

Chick* v,** hC 9ai * in 9 f* T *** arrival ef the pest V * 
o . which was a oeupl «. ef heurs late fedav.*' 

l.S -a..o*T- . ' *8'? *.l& t .* * 0 v „ i .* L 

• I /*•<* ** Mil* #n ltttle 1fist Lee's 
.part, te have kneeked eff a traseript ef the m x 

* H 809 ™ 1 * letter se speedily and I enly regret the 
Pyjeveted te deing the jeb uhieh, ef eelrse. 

** Jammed in at the expense ef itise that 

* have put ° ****** •* the hurly^bUrly 

? * fc 2* every.day undeubtedly demands at present . 

9ay 1 a “ delighted te have the'eepy te 
band X enoisien the preb a btlity that-1 mi make use 
/ 1 . * * fer< a oelumn ene ef these days when pressures 
m preparatien fer Pilgrimage increases • ^ 

’• +L m r ® d way I thank yeu fer giving me details reaardina 
the Life article which yeu may be sure! ‘shall nbserb with 
<• t h A, 9 M a l 8 ****** that characterised little Miss* 
tS+f r * aot {* n *• same* Of aeurse I had heard nene 
8 .{A h * ?**** VU had enumerated, l a Presidente's 
•4 it t0 T Sa i i 11 *areel, the diary Cassak oanvasee. 

thermal■fiFl *¥*" all » **+ U ******* 

the* ragenard business, the lecatien ef sane etr m+m 

titJ i nl^ P tV 9ntl \ a}a<liting *&{*+** wppertunity within 
• * h * n *xt day er twe te ahserb the whdTe business 

werd by perd and skipping net ene. ' ' 

io aJri-ii .'.otnt\o ‘>ro r.ro" ’is lo c - in 

rr.* na A *? 9 im P r *ssed the ether day when little Uise Lee 
narked upen seme parallel ns between the expressiene 

• ••••»»» fca > ' a t »■»>’. . i 


[ Privately when Carrie hn* 

’ rdehClub ^ 

utto'tcige * " 

that 7 wataVl Ultural s *oiety $i ^ 
tere un* +J ia t 9*** ever the d *l^ ar s we 

tint * l***oher- x i*ri**» *ne eannet k 

AVftito psblitatftd' ff'estm* : f 

, *** - 

00 rf??7 mhil * h *r agents a *' 

8i 9haturea • * c " 

• Sw W *• ... r.a.tn 

‘■'.-•i- *;e«« iu\ ,t »..n« 

* * car Snd whn y »■ . , 

rethir'i^i Ja °* * al lin9 °°* 

n+ +u r ini ^ a ks Charles «* . J 4 


stw ai .ln®ai vts*'®" 

•‘WM, 

.** 'Nv - . 9 

• •.- r .Vu7. am,h,i 
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LBtil t ;.io t jol aai 


;o # ? t • . '• I :••• ■ ' t a . .. v 

. ,s*i, d *} x * jet tee sleepy tenight befere 

J* t*- { *>» >* O /« ideas f.r Ora 

* S'#! rerwaH. Die mentten ./ Lajeadl. 

eminds me I eught te suggest she use a parallel 

*pAV * and ~r*f all peeple -AMare e 

Beth\iAtd di {/ 0r9A °V ■** WMned, tee. 

rJ V 2*£* ot f**to****» unique in its time. 

ti ken P**ple perhaps three-quarters ef 

Sdi, it JrJIawJ 7 

" li r# Di tfUJR 7 MTlnM «• ^ 

1 serieus travelegue 
finds 

► and netes aleng 


i°i n l'f ry *•'appreciate Lafoadie while 
2ti*ir*ft&J*** l™ 9 er te accept a s a 
. i~. iA sJriZAt oro# £ #,2# One 


S6U 


thW mnn - uiYJL * 17 9 ’ 9f oeurse, ana n 


i * i 






- r j i vnere »e space qiven'te Java 

as Leuisiana and, had Maroe Pels, after the ChinJL. 

.»<** ^meriaon 


x*uea wivn the American 

™l an A:. °' nt '*P 9ar V readers ef his time and k eurs weuld 
prehn elg have Sensed sunk a k -_ * : ua ® ,U - Ia 


pr.j 0 wi „ aJ . v;™,s .uor;\;i a r; a ,.‘“^v P2 *“ 0 r :.”' 

J ##t3 V.. B V th * aa * 9 *•*«», the 

««■ caiJaaeSes Z***W*> d **, epread their 

. ' * . ® m# o#ytfr siicb a bread expanse mmEurmh* T7n±+m* 

.•- .Sfjg *32?“* 

n'ewerKSr perhaps, until new, at least . hae tendurf 

tixz e di:?: r 7 aha < d r ed ** •**»■ 91 * m aid livziu™. 

lS!SI */! u, A^»a #u<*t, at Umg last, te hr in a 

atud(snte°intereatin r leorn°in ??** appr9priate preside nee fer 
■i Seuik 1 tn /?v Hearn in his ascendency and the 

5 ««: * *::/ ron<i 


e: - . 


a 


/ 
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r • 1 : *s • c 


Wednesday, September 6th, 1961 • 

.v.a^.iik ,«a> . \« ana-aai ai'j- \u i giru in 

••:•• .... i . ', 8b n'si LU tu eqiA t*A . * 

. r. . .»*■ * t u' . ?.<• c .'•= ■ cb 

, , , • — ,»» oe i V ^ : iv• 

2)aw» was shreuded in heavy feg, fellewed by a day 

afid 1 start!ina liel+l** and newinpressive oannenading 

and startling electrical flashes are geing en-'* 9 

%;i a k? r# 2 t v r0t# °« d euppese the thunder ef rain en 
Tine bread b a nana leaves will seund eff a ny mement, • • 

, It i to _SS . ’ U fc.Ai ... .> . ;. , ^ 


-' 9 - 


it i. -to - tin.! . ' u 8.As;-itv ,o >C 

Everybody seemed happy when Jee Henry left this mernina 

t l‘r £L “ a l «<"•» »**rt »;/.« 

/er dinner, heard q,female veice and a high pitch screaming 

is c t\ ' i asl * • “♦*•’« 


frem the gt 


J ..0 


„ 0 • t T-; • ; v • ,li — i. —Tt - - i 

i rbot 4* V*u want me <*• with this oat,* 

• •• itautJ^ s/.-' io 'tabnaa j o ■ 

t Stepping euf en.thq gallery, I teeh the 

~ hiy U t 9 h9 Jam s *ife but it did seem edd she sheuld be 
here at such an heur and why she sheuld be presenting me 

i° at * 1 ° # “ Idw * imagine . J get the persen te de 
5 *1 Att*] 9 talking and disoevered her te be Sister's 

'' b/AAahAV* 'Hh!+ Sl9 “ B(lit,9 + Sh9 011(1 ' h * r * aBla had Just arrived and 
i * appear9 u *« a fine Siamese cat, pessessed, 

T mn a *l A’ * 2 l n Pr essive family tree. I put the cat dewn 

inte k thf V AA 8 V A l h lA" d #/ Ue gallery where it ceuld readily disap pec 

‘ nmAA h lJ! d A al ] a f the tfUd 9 f ^ h9U se where I always despesit ** ? 
newly arrived animals se they oan soeet inte the - P 

' IrntrAui! p i aaa 9* l9 uding from the frent alleyy and 

afV.idiZAtAt +l haP A^ *1 aide *S the building, Uus 

affording them the leisure I feel Jfhey sheul have te act 

acquainted with fhe plaop befere attempting te meet 

Is •t?°i Inhabitants. I saw ne mere ef the cat but undeubtedlv 
win find him sn my deerstep with Tem aud- Tem-tem in 1; V 

the mernmg. • *! -u • . ii t ai-i ; 

'• ' .til- A: . t ! •• c* ! 

B bu ti 8 A er .n'l a h dr *'’ inS l *?*•*—Ba'V teBaten Reug where Deetsie - 
lAnJlAln l i 1 ^: 8 ° Sreshman at l.S. U. Sister said she w euld 
... ie passing back th if w a y later in the week. As usual. 

she did net wait fer Hugene, peetsie-B a by er-me te arrive fer 

Dut*!! 9 J ut rath9r ‘Was well en her Way *» censuming feed when we 
put in an appearance. She and daughter departed right after 

BinrV. t&S ** l,rd a»S e.'pVt&l Me".a. 

Henrys tenight.-r^ n c.. ^ 5 t 

yj« & 9t l.. sh t'ti«»". 1 b» : s. 

surprise and delight 


ue 

.\0 i> 
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• 16v.I ,1'i' T* ■ '< 

at the arrival of the letters of the Raven* Although 
up te her hips in all hinds of complications en the 
domestic arrangements, she simply had te ooli te tell me hew a vender 
ful is little Hiss Lee, —semething I, myself, had suspected 
fer a long tine*l: t 




•. vj 4 


tu 

o 'sum au4u&>n<ysu \% 

I think * nentiened her "bonne a teus fairs" is having 
cfl operation and six ensuing weeks of heapitaliaatien* 

R*B* gft a notice te report within a few days in the Chicago area 
fer a couple of weeks ef Haval Reserve training and 
as, he was going to Jet up there from New rleans, it seemed 
well to get the boys off for oillege forthwith so they could travel 
, to the Cresoent City with their papa* And then CousinArthur's 
impending son-in-law, come Saturdqj , was to be Ora 1 s house guest 
from today on out, etc*, etc*, and I told ora I would 
be dropping a note to the sender of the Raven letters and 
would mention same .in her behalf, —that is, their receipt, 
giving her an epportunity to catch her breath in the hurly- 
burly until. she had a free second te take pen in hand and 
she seemed cp preoiative * .Once heading out for college and for 
training, both tUe boys, and the husband will prob a bly leave 
a period of quiet, -**R , B* will be. gone two weeks, at ldast. 




'. c 




R 7.0 


and 1 reckon Ura will find the n uiei convenient and refreshing 
after so. much confusion* > i t ■ 


. ?> *, \T.& > 


V 

$ i c a 


dfr in 




VilbsJr 




..Quite unexpectedly, A got some help this afternoon and 
so made the most of the opportunity todo a little 1 - 

cleaning inside Tucca* I washed down the wdL Is and ceilings 
of the living room and boudeir, first with soap and then 
kith clear, warm water* I didn't mind the washing part so much 
for invent along readily eneugh, but sihoe I 
w a s dping the Job a yway, 1 thought I might as well do it 
thoroughly and it was a Job taking down the A 

portraits, especially that of Qrandpere, trotting them out on 
the gallery for a cle a ning and, eventually, getting them back 
i, on the walls in their accustomed places’ 

„ .t. T"** •veninf somebody named A. H* Stevens called me from 
Uatohitoohos• i or a-momout, i couldn't * 

figure out what the man was- driving at*owfce Said something a bout 
taps, I.thought, but-ao a couple of phrty line receivers 
were down, 1 explored htssentences withes one Difficulty . 

I gathered Ur. Stevens may be a retired hill-billy and 
he wanted to report he always reads my oolumn, —imagine, —and 

was but proud of his ** him his intent , took 


iu. lu" 


Thursday, September 7th, 1961* 


Memorandum 

Foggy this morning that turned into unusual 
• Sj- aogginess and sunshine during the day and tonight a sprinkle 

is doing i s best to maintin ttie reoord if a 
summer of extraordinary humidity* ... s >u 

6 L , rrA o« -.. *»« \jA 

I a * perfectly delighted with the- copy of Holiday, 
s coming to hand from Lyme, with #ot, as big as life, spreading his 
amaxing magnificenoe aoross such a generous space in 

■ full color* » . . j •”i 

o >«& \xi y: ii tnu> i \ :s\ l >i.. iw .■ 

I absorbed the article with relish and found 
. j;:. tbi.i ft fnstruotive <md hilarious . must drop the- b 

aurthor a line to inquire a**M * ne point, however, 
that suggested the Georgia peacocks manifest one inclination 
a that I don't find in their 


\« j. 


i that I don't find in their Louisiana brothem* . 

That is the remark that one cannot hope to have both peacocks 
and flowers* This puxxles me exceedingly .and I should 
like to h a v some other people, pessessed of Bo s and 
Dashes, testify as to their experiences the flora depa rtment* 
As you know, the local peacocks range all • sr the local gardens 
and have especially enjoyed themselves all summer 
K in the Ghana department* Bevor once h a v they ever, so 
far as I or my associates have been able to observe, have 
they ever manifested the slightest interest in 
flowers in a location where they abound the acre* 


It 


Vl.’j 


•t c\ 
t At*!' 




a £ 


is equally interesting, 1 find, that the *elrose 
peacocks, so different fron \the guineas, never do 
any scratching where tender young plants are,, 
coming out of the g round and, unlike bantams, they never 
sample tomato or peppar parterres* All day they 
^stroll <jh»ut the geometric lines of 
■> flowers and vegetables, snipping at bugs, which 
\re mighty scaroe tn viewof all the dusting ; 
the airplanes do butmeverdo they so much as 
take a pass at a posey* 1 hey do, however, seem to 

m " t. * *'• • 

. 0 a - vw..i 




t tfy other 
mentioned tape 


0 v j ,3.3: Ti) 5b.. oV. S- OBIU: i.V UO Oi- 


I 
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Friday, *eptember^ltth, 1961 


■ »• V .inrf 1“.'" !J . • I 

usajvs?# 0 plentt/ul 

? # W* ° pa *J** n 0 *h a npet a ls. Well, * shall 

thl ihii/\ L d * v #B p# * Bt and <lha2 - z » 2 ««* 

J2J5:s* a ' 

. * !7^E a "“ 0lM tn * A - — 1 *-* “ *> tnu laUr. 

B L c a w J?£ W, X »«• **»• •/ «•« Sr»i» and 

her* +.1 a *• leek 'smokey” 


01> • Oil M 
O h i 'T « 


1»C ‘1 ti' .lli.1 


6*1 3 t: 3 1. 


*«» -w»fc 


am n 
jhij bs'i. ^ 


9 T9 

.w 

^ ■ c. : \ ^ 

l 


il qi; o rti Id 
0 *•• i ,5 SIX 0 


+h- * .VU..C oarxa »« reperve 

' ioi ntY'ix i ■ ■■*,*■ 

.. Vn't **/i tr ■""•£««« « S «V “ 
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Memorandum: 

«(Jr ii*itlist Ar. setio \j4r^oiw viii^o^, 6* • ■ bon 998 

F.airly /air with a thin haaey curtain se/tening 
&« t /10 *lu« with winds frem the nertheast, blewing in 

the direetien K e/the hurricane, still five hundredmiles 
seuth •/ HewOrleans • Unpredictable character that 
she is, the hurricane *. aooerding t# tbs Weather 
Bureau may slam inte HewOrleans er pessibly 
m r*U* wua/) further west .inte the Texas area• He a ven 

knewn neither Texas ner Leuisiana needs at y mere danpness and 
high winds weuld a/ferd pleasure te ne orep ewners, 

Perhaps she will pl a V eut be/ere she gets tee far inland • 

\ . i »: 9.ip. A & ■ I j ..■ v !,: i\. 

v And fer ne reasen at all, I think ef verdant Texas 
a n wender why the scene designer^ fer U a nen 
always present the Texas soene aa a desert. Surely ne 
18th century U a nen ever get very fc^r int$ Texas beyend the 
ceast liife and where deserts mighlf be feund in that clime, 

;:;J WSUldtl t klltW, T 

' : " ' . .■■> . ‘'t r- • . 

I am pleased te repert that the f 

Siamese oat which wide its bew .en Wednesday neen hasn t 
been ssen by anyene since that Wednestday neen • Perhaps it has 
returned te Shrev^pert en feet. 

Speed made itself manifest teday in an 
episede whiqh made me laugh . I delegated Murphy 
te oeutaot anybody at the sters a* neen and te tell wheever was 
geing te K be werking the Mentrese acres this afternoon 
te bring me seme water hyaointhes frem Bayou Berbenne when 
they returned at close ef day 
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- About £)30. Bookie arrived wit t 0 fine 
box of.the plants fer the su ar pets. As he werkes at 
the garage, 1 was surprised that he 
should have been off in the Montrose area .but he said 
somewhat vaguely he had had .te ri^n ever that way fer something < 
Laterwhen I saw Murphy around 4 o'clock, 1 pointed 
with pride te .he .love green plants and their 
pastel purple blossoms • Murphy basked if August 
had brought them • J told him August s brother-in-law 
had presented them • Murphy then reoalled B$ekie had 
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seemed te be paying mighty olese attentien te 
- what Murphy had been saying te August, flight 

came <*n and August forgot te bring the hyaointhes but aleng 
*■ a beut the middle ef next week, he will remember and bring 
■ r - ’' them and I shall have a'double dtp and everybody 

will be slap happy all. areund. '*> t s- 

VjWieect\ TO S:.i ftt-T'jt => » n.. v.i jk 4.1 L . •' an : 

• I talked with I. S. Willard tenight. She leeked up 
seme 18th century prints and found ene of a 
• "fete ohampetre" in which several oeurt ladies figured and 

• ° she was se entranced at the oestume ef Madame 

de Rambeuillet that she decided te 
have a new pilgrimage oestume made aleng the 
same lines, having purchased seme fancy material semewhere 
eeoently ith o view te stirring up a new rig but, at 
the time, having ne notion as te what sert ef a pattern she 
' would use. ^he said Chepin Cuisaok is staying with 

her until after tomorrow's nuptials fer oeusinArthur's 
daughter • ^heasked me if she couldn't drive 
, dewn and pick me uptemerrew meming but I declined, altheugh 

I didn't tell her A had neglected te send se much as a wedding 
present te the bride 1 had never seed and the greem 
ef when i 1 had never heard, 

I had te call Mr. Walker this afterneen and as 
the switchb ard 'operator is Mrs. Mathew Chepin, aunt ef Irma's 
guest, I remarked te her that I had seen her nephew. *he 
speke sbmewhat disdainfully ef him, saying he 
had graduated frem Anapelis after he had granduated frem 
seme ether college^ prior te his naval training but that 
he had net received a oemmissien en graduatien 
because, in his final tests, he had mis¬ 
calculated whatever ene calculates in suoh matters and 
slammed the beat ef which he wasiptlet inte a pier 
wwM that had smashed things up oensider n bly beth 
as te ship, pier and oemmissien. *he sous he seldem 
visits his aunts er his ceusin when in Natchitoches. I did net 
tell her he is visiting I. 3. *illard elt thisge-reund. 

\j f. .1 yMn , g. 1 * t - . g* 

sn.i ctrf a er s;j,\ lit I b. - 

■Oie heur is 11:30 andthe folk? aren't ba % frem ffeworleans 
as yet iut will undeubtedly make it tenight 1 m certainly 
glad they are beund te be well ahead ef the hurricane .•••••• 


bsiriu a a. 


Sunday, September Jfith, 1961. 


■ .i • , ♦; •. * 1 ■■ r ' . ■ t 

Memorandum „ ; u .• .« st 

!i .1. 

Cloudy today a nd starry tenight with a 
pleasant breese still blowing fremthe northeast 
, in direction x ef Carla dewn in the southwest. *1 

th* r ri0 ^ n u e is eventually going to incline mere 
toward the Texas than the Louisiana coast and the farther 

v * ra **° iU * m9re eu erybedy a round here will 

1 it. x ■■ > sw« 

- -Ai 4 r, "• ? . t 

Once in a while we get a vague sert ef sprinkle 

m'f d f I he ^ reeMe 9 9 ** inU “ 9 ust that knocks 

* a II P I, 9 999d 8i * ed Peoane branches a nd tosses gourds 

from their vines but branches a nd g.eurds are always 
*• tumbling down and if we don't get a ny mere 

vsather than we have thus far, we can thank your lucky stars 
that the hurricane has approached ne f closer. 

."■■■■ * 4 

1 he radio reports Freeport as evacuated 
and the town under water. I find myself thinking of 
my friend, Ed Mills, and I'm hoping his J 

home and workshop for things plastic aren't inundated. 

1 understand it, the path of the hurricane is about 
50 niles out in phe ^ul/ fvomCorpus Christi whioh 
probably means that although Nina Molnnis is getting 

and strong winds, at least she isnt in the 
path ef destruction • 

t * • 

Lets ef people attended the *ateon wedding 
on Saturday and L m to# everything a bout it was darling . 

L. S. * illard enSaturday night reported y 

h a ving seen Celeste and Oram There was r -• 

? • n l th I n9 I 99p , 9i i t,le daiety of the reception 

a t the bride s heme, fer tjie weather was fair in 
~ subdued sort ef w a y, except the heat andhumidity and that 
was taken care of by the air conditioning in he house for 
;• **'»«*>. retired there when the lawn selti.n where feed 
was dispensed get tee oppressive. ■ 1 

and* thip'hiVi**summoned*a w& a ti r riiy%hi m, rige^iei u . t “** 
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Per a h a ps that last line jamned up. Oscar and Elisabeth 
Tr a ber were among the guests and were summoned 

£«ceptien. Hlixabeth is a oeusin ef beth Carmen and 
•/ Edity Porter, Their 31 year eld sen whe 
has been a Mental ease for a Ung time, had been found 
en a side read in the Leesville neighberheed. His c ar w a s 

w! a w* V# 7*«*«}•*•* himael s threugh the right temple and was 
dead. The family h a e werried a beut him censtantly 
during the past several years, always fearful he might 
taKe the life ef ene er anether member ef the family. 

There must be a measure ef relief having this 

worry removed and knowing their unhappy sen is at rest. 

They have anether sen, a beut 35, whe is just grand and it 

th9 K haU l J the «••*<*«« ef his presence this ueekknd fer he 
flew right down from hie military pest semewhere in Virginia, 
leaving his family at heme which seems te me te have been a good 

- lilu S^i***?# U *v* becenfusing 9 

eneugh witheyt having three er feur little granchildren 
te add te the deings. 
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Cil! covit) o-r> ill 1 ',V- •• •; i* 

UlSiC-HlJ \LS 

r r *P 91 "* 9 her grandsen — sen ef 

Jackie and Clyde Calude *mmet Davis — <te J 

t h h*t h li P e i tal ni9tl *• **• 8 Whined he wasn't all 

that sick, --thf deeters say he was jus' h a vin’ seme 

l/l l V l ht8 h8ad ! »*rt-a nese and threat like, and that he will 
be b a ok home again in a day er twe after a little 
rest. I must remember terepert this 

te Carmen whe never suffers frem silence ef the head but dees 
have a teuch ef sinus new and then. Smile. 

u 00 • .1 16 1 1 ' ' 1 •• -i ‘ • • 

- •*»«*»•» tAis seems te recall the eld days when geed eld Celine 

lum°mni d i» a +J er + Ua * d adm9ni l h *« *• wear a hat te aveid "gettin* 
lumenia in the top.of you head". i y 

i• r. r % •>* ., •• o- • t 6 

- , i tn i 9 *angaree-ed threugh Saturday's mail which in - 

U \ Ur J T •» * ur fitcensin girl friend whe eperted 
she was leaving fer *urepe by air 1*day. I shall P 

aur. we XValil^iantat IlS?? “ itaTV whioh 1 f " 1 
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Memerandumi -y i. 
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^nd pe, a little after Been and a beut the tine Carla 
was banging up against the Gulf ceast line, the 
rains began at this remete part ef the oemplex and it 
centinues with varying intensity.. Alexandria clesed 
its sohesis at neeB o«4 the Weather bureau anneunced 
that tprnade-Iike things weuld prebably be skipping 
areund and a beut in the Pari shea ef Rapides (Alexandria) 
Sabine(Hedges Gardens) Cenoerdia (aoress frem Hatches, 
nd the lewer tm •thirds ef ffatchiteohes. . I den't knew 
hew Cencerdia get inte such an act. There were a few gusts 
ef wind kut I didn't pee anything like playful tern a de sprites 
sJ tipping a bsut. is The fereoast is fer oentinued rains tenight 
a »d threugh temerrew.: 

l.i •!.. S 6 M i sho 4 <) S: i «i 

It was such an unexpected plaistr te discever a Friday message 
frem Lyme in this merninf's pest. I was especially teuched 






by your reference te people plagued by the absence ef 
visual aids and, it gees witheut saying, I rsjeioe and I 
marvel that little Uiss Lee had the grand fortunate te 
. recover lea lunettes so happily. Should I be*, talking 
t with Ora, 1 shall respect the request te say nothing about same. 
. v- i is l ■/: —it: te? y ' s ns t vsfcc :-.o 

I can well imagine that the material requested frem the 
Library was net te be feund there and in a way it is well 


t. '■ '* 

■ X ‘.'X < 


, S*t tl> 




5 


that this is so since it will be a stronger point in making 
it plain te D. Ellegesd that the proposed L, S,<.U. 
opus will have something new under the sun, so f ar as material 
heretofore unavailable is concerned. Parenthetically, 

I was impressed . en Sunday a week age when*, the a eoket pronounced 
the Ellegeed name, net in the twe sylables as I have dene but 
in three, sort ef like Ellygeed. I suppose the gentleman 
will be up this way shortly and I must ask him about this point, 
f find myself wondering if the letters to Dr . Matt as ef which 
the L\ brqry sf Congress might have the text or if, perhaps, these 
are ene thing and these in the Hattas collection in Hew Orleans 
anether set, I suppose they are identical and 
preb a bly Ora w 11 knew off hand and I shall inquire ef her. 

, Since the Hew Orleans ones are net.on the restricted 

list and are probably being miqro-ftimed new by Pestelle er 
somebody fer Gra, I have ns doubt these may be forthcoming 
shortly . I assume .the .kibrary of Congress copies^ ~if 

that 


they are copies, may possibly be in vrint form and, if.ss 
might be a good way to get them deoi’pheredf fer Lafoddie 
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hand writing ia said to be somewhat difficult te decipher, 


I'm. 39 glad you feund the Ghana sn a pshot 3 by Urb a ch g a y, 

The ene I was especially anxieus te have yeu tee was the interier 
which, per hope g a ve yeu some- notion as te the appearance ef the Cetten 
Crucifixien which, J believe, yeu had net seen befere• 


I didn t get anywhere te Saturday's pest because 
there was a let ef stuff teday that I theught 1 had better 
glance threugh and befere that was finished, the secretary 
was sent away because it was obvious the rains were almest upen us, 

A ceuple ef letters from James indicates that he is geing te 
remain in Charles ten. after the 12th, driving heme with Kay a bout 
the 1st ef Ooteber, via Athens , Georgia where friends will be visited 
,nd se en Westward te BatonBouge via CaneBiver, There 
<, were sene interesting particulars a bout the Russel house ef uh ich 
. pest cards h d been sent. It seems &ay accompanied James en 
that visit, . ' - k 

. 

In t he parcel pest section, there was a package from 
Charleston oenta ininga carving that is.qutte nice,— 
the head and the pedestal en which it rises being about 80 inches 
in height and the diameter ef the bass perhaps six inches 
and the head about that or 8 inches • James 

says it is an Afrioan head and the antique dealer theught it was 
done a tout half a century age, I have no doubt James and 
the. dealer knew what the are talking, a beut and they certainly 
are bound te have brighter eyee than mine but, in spite 
ef that, I think James had Africa in mind and the dealer 
. furthered the theught although it seems te me the face, eyes 

dosed, is definitely Asia n~ 0 do* ef eld Burma, 

Maylaeean Straits which mus leek funny the way I spelled it, or 
Siam or seme sttoh* One thing that the piece dees demonstrate is 
that no natter where or when a good work ef art is brought 
ferfh,.it is mere than likely te lend itself harmoniously to 
any surroundings and tonight thepiece is standing on 
x the little cabinet in the living room te the left 
ef the deer, en the right ef which hangs the portrait ef Qrandpere, 

•’*. ftli 8 8 }• !>;' :! J«»i % ft \ C if 


* o : i i < 

~ r At 

t t ■ t ': <\ 

14 

iro t . 


It was se prematurely dark and 
and I happened to arrive at the big 


both the clerk 


so dria^ley, 
heuse for supper five 

minutes.ahead ef tin* and I was surprised to discover 
Sister had arrived and wasalready eating, J, S, was net here but 
the clerk said he weuld be back at 7, Sister said she wanted te 
dive en heme but ordered Fug n bou te get her suitoase from her 
oar, Sister's voice sounded a little bn the Ethel Barrymore side 
a nd *ugabeu undoubtedly had had a oeuple ef snorts, < I left 
t .shortlyafter, the clerk, intent *n feeding the birds and 
Sister and Fugnbeu were fussing, I hope tomorrow's 
ra-ins may net prevent driving,,,,,,i,, 
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Tuesday, September 18th, 1961 


Memorandum 

Stormy weather, 

0ft ^ Q *1 3 ii 11 ft 1 a j j: 

It poured most of the.morning and occasionally 
during the afternoon, the Weather Bureau put out 
tern a de warnings between 11 a,m, and 6 p,m,, 
on a line running ^60 miles either side of same from Lake 
Charles te 50 miles beyond Texarkana which, 

I suppose, passes slap threugh this bend ef the river. The 
winds have certainly been frisky enough but the only tornado 
. I have heard ef ground here was at Jenesbereugh, 
perhaps 40 or 50 miles te t he northeast, where it 
did seme damage, In spite ef the 

rains, the thermometer remains remark a bly high, —in 

the 80'8 and lqst night was the warmest 

we have hadthis season, I believe. We are promised 

scattered showers and definitly less.velocity in the winds for tenigh 
and tomorrow as Carla wears.herself out somewhere, I believe in 
Oklahoma x — * 

Of all the peculiar things I h a ve heard about this 
hurricane is the trick it played en Gidveston, 
t You pe h a ps read or heard hew the people who didn't 
evacuate the city wereheused in the school 
where, in comparative safety they rode out the 
hurricane when it passed over during the afternoon. 

Then last night, late-late , ^when things appeared to be settling down, 
a twister in Carla's wake slammed into the sohobl where 
all the people were, tearing things up mightily, 
x ••;vo\ n •' 

Locally nothing of major magnitude ooourred. It is 
true that the &\h a na garden is a shambles, the coxcomb 
blown down in the mud and beyond restoration, And the 
tall okra plantb t are down and m a ny of the banana 

plants but I oan t shed any tears over any of that, Quantities of 

peoanes were blown off the reys but they weren't of/ 

much aocount anyway, I haven $ heard how the cotton 

fared but I'm q ite sure it didn't mood & y of the torrents of rain 

and whether much of it.w a s flattened, I haven't heard, 

. 

I saw Celeste at coffee time. She said J, B, had 

. « 
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Wednesday , September 15th, 1961 


had a rough night after having had a,teeth extracted 
last evening in Shreveport, He wasn t eating anything 
much today, I den t knew if J, H, saw Sister 
last nighf.er net, She.was raising the reef last night 
at supper because, at she thundered t net ther she ner Han 
wanted Helxose en the Pilgrimage and that her mother 
ipeuld never have approved, I oan think ef several 
things ether than pilgrimage ef which her mether weuld never 
h a ve approved, She left after dinner this neen fer heme, 
i i *'vv. • -.1 r A •:>; O' \ 

What gees en in theeutstde werld, ether than 
gets-rqperted en the radie, I knew net. As 
yeu may readily imagine, the telephene, a weak' sister in 
balmy times, is cempletely out,of wh a ck during the 
current diserder, and Ivhave been unable te *.a. c 
hear^ anything frem Qrat I • S, Willard Thelma er any ef my gi 
friends in town, —net even frem the artist . oeme te think • 


,i\ IH ii ij '. ; ■ r i 

1 sent Blythe a fine geurd by parcel pest yeserday, thinking 
it might reach her will the weather is se unpleasant and 
accordingly it might previde her with seme thing-to de indeers, 

It.grew en a vine at Ghana and the vine may 
well shew in the pioture,.taken frem,the seutwest 
oerner, wherein the artist is painting a pioture and I am 
fiddling with a bush, The yellew.curved neck ef the 
geurd pretruded abeve the gutter abeut feet er twe, os 
I recall, frem the corner, The bedy ef the geurd grew 
dewn in the gutter itself giving the bettem ef the 
geurd a.prelengededge at the pl a ce it rested at the bettem 
ef the weeden gutter, By placing one's handstegether 
te.form a V, one might get a notion as te that part ef the 
afiatomg of the geurd whieh certainly leeks Just like a geese, 
he ridge of the eaves, going dewn into the gutter, made a length¬ 
wise indentation,.seeming te shew the place where the wings 
,did net quite teiich each other,* *he tail was 

elongated and the neok curved madly abeve the reefline, think 

Blythe, wt.ll make something extraordinary out ef it and have fun te be 
And new I must get busy and so seme work,,,,,,,. 
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•» increase and only the automobile seems te be a hle 
t$ dt anything a beut cutting dewn the increase, One is 
• ■ forever seeing their corpses alsng the highways where 
they h a ue'been 8 truck by carss 'although, erne ts think of 
it» 1 <*•» t remember ever h a ving heard a nyne mentien h a vi 
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run ints sne « 

t■ I had a card frsm Sister which she must have 

written after she g»t back heme yesterday afternssn, 
he complained all her flswers were $n the ground as a 
result sf all the weather .we h a ve been h a ving, The 
psint sf the card was ts send me the address sf the 
pesple whs had supplied the Siamese cat which was brsught 
me a week a9 0 » Befsre she left here, —yesterday, —she 
mentioned the name sf the pesple as being Messer a nd said she 
wsule send me their street number, And ss the card 
did indeed osme ttirough and the address was given. 


8 $3 


... it -coc Luubo y y ucfb M 

but net the Messer address in Shreveport but 
s •/ Sister's daughter at L, U, inBatonRouge , 


bcu 

* - 


,IH*. V\, 3 .-- x c 1:' . V 

,1 I w a s delighted tsday when I discevered the 

little black bantam hen is studying a bsut 


<another fmily again, I must say bantams are 
wonderfully prolific, This will be the third family 
she has stirred up .this summer, I neticed ■* - 

• i» Msnday ,that instead sf cluo ing •> 

» lver yngsters ts osme and sample the toothsome fare 

I had put sut for ’them, she just went ahead and 
ate her share and paid ns attentisn ts the ■>’ 
youngsters whs, up until Msnd a y, h a ve*been such 
. i a constant ssuroe sf concern sn her part, .a neticed 
this morning she had been eyeing a wicker basket 
I sometimes use in gathering skra and thisafternssn 
when she flew sut sf the plaoe I took a g a nder in 
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Thursday,September 14th, 19 61, 


. % 8 I 

Memorandumt , ■ 

OiyiO b3bl(U*W \.c j>'.3*\4r M3 

. Cloudy and unseasonably ossl with a promise 
the thermometer will sag downward ts a *#ut 55 which 
is certainly dieulsus for this time sf year,— 

:;the coldest September 14th sn record, according ts 
the^Weat her bureau, 

o: 03 8;\s>n avi'i" \« lit: :>o, i sti a •: 

Te terday morning a tsm a ds flitted over 
Clsutierville and tore up trees, unroofed a house or two 
and flattened sut fields sf osttsn and I guess we 
were luoky in this area that we didn't get a ny 
more blustering frsm thatdistrub a nce th a n we did, what with 
snly a feu more limbs blown down a nd b a nana and okra 
plants set by the heels. 


Natchitoches seems ts be f n <p its a state 
sf bussery, if I nay invent such a word. It seems 
Pat and a real estate partner, —sne sf 

the Carver cousins sf 4 da Jack Carver Snell, - discovered 
some town lots which the city had been holding 
for fourty odd years, expending the same benefits sn same 
as to pacing, t etc,, that private taxpayers in 
the neighborhood had enjoyed, although the 
. dty had not been paying taxes sn the property and 
, it would seem, the oity had no legal t 
title sn same, By some legerdemai.n, 
quite within the law, the property was put up for 
taxes a fqw months b a ck and Pat bought the lots 
for f^bsut 73 dollars altogether. Now, and at 
something like long last, the city is making a great 
racket a nd Mayor Scott who takes his calls from 
Arthur Watson, has called upon the city ts start suit 
# against Pat for the property, and Arthur Watson just 
happens to be the official Natchitoches Ctty Attorney, 

Thus Pat andCsusinArthur will be matohing wits 
in Court one of these days a nd as one is said to be a hsut 
as sharp as the other, it will be interesting to 
•i * see how the thing turns out, I a* not 

sure Pat wae well advised to put over the original deal, even 

. i * ** * 9 

S53' M-Vl 3« 3i( t i*M i 3.1 8 * :\S ' ’<-! . 1 _ 
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I natice I ran tver and tver lines at hath 
sides tf this page at battam hut nsthing tf interest 
was blstted tut, On the hack I wasmerely remjlc ing 
the g allery tf the Yucca house has its pavch^f r back in trder 
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Friday, September 15th, 1961 


Memtrandum• t 

i-m\ b'ta a : i;l«. :c , > or.x ‘j. i a*'. 

F a ir tf aky, chill tf air, «. 

oa- ..: iws.i at, a.\ r><s, «e; *<\ - -> 

It was st nice finding a Wednesday letter f rtm 
Lyme in this warning's post. What «. 

with the ltcal thermtmeter down in the 50's last night and struggling 

tt get up)tt 73 this -a f tern sen, $he account of 

soaring Heat spells in Lyme aiid the resulting Sweltering 

that ctmes with the cutting tff tf the air ctndititning made 

me wish st much I might share a* little tf the ltdal 

ice btx situatitn with Little Hiss Lee • ; L 

<y‘- •* i & ’X a*' ■' l* i ■' • • • • v a ’ •» t <iZ ■ 

Ytu ask abtut the ctst tf the prints when re- 
trdered « UL Jn contrast &n_rths Kodaks c toLXar f*r Q'ty 10 inch 
prints, ytu will he interested tt learn t>fiat M&MIy 'ttfey charge 
tnly three dtlljars ftr identical merchandise• 

Y'm glad ytu can manage the prints forwarded and (I 
merely mentitned disptsing tf them fearing that because tf 
their size, ytu might find them alittle oumherstme, 


ftr ctusinArthur, it stunds a little htlltw when he puts 
tn the ttg a tf wtunded civic virtue, a garment that 
has stmehtw never*, seemed tt hectme him altegether, 
i'o • • *jc ci . a iv. >• s« v . >. a.'i 

— And speaking tf the Carvers reminds me that I, S, wm a rd 
last week aafd that Ad a Jack Carver Snell had gene 
tt flewYtrk ftr three weeks tt he with her stn, David, wht 
is tver frtm Ltndtn ftr three weeks tt dt 
something special in this ctuntry, returning tt Ltndtn 
wi *J*in £1 daysm Sis wife and twt children did ntt ctme tver 
with him and st Ada Jack will have qu ite an tpptrtunity 
tt he with her son during his H a nhatt a n stjturn, I wonder 
what special assignment D a vid may he wtrking tn in this ctuntry 
ftr Life that wtuld warrant oalling him a w a y frtm Ltndtn, I 
recktn sit we shall he hearing a beut that ptint ere ltng, 

A letter frtm James expresseshis dislike 
ftr he 9 nterprise's new ftrmat, AsI.dt ntt re a d 
newsp a pers and as~I K haven't taken time tut tt turn threuth 
an vssue in the new design, I haven’t ftrmulated any 
tpinitn at all • I guess I dtn't think of a newspaper 
as kemg in this new sixe ftr a ctuntry paper althtugh 

**ga*tne sectitns,e te,, shtuld h a ve 
cultivated my taste efficiently tt hectme c 0 uai nted with 
the general measurements, whether I like same tr ntt, J 
guess, htwever, that I a m at used K ta the aid ftrmat ftr 
newspapers thi^t, like James, I still feel 
that I am really reading a newspaper the mere if I 
have ht!d tf anything the shape tf, say, the Tines—that is, 
he Jew Ytr\iimes, th a n stmething tf oontturs tf the 
Daily Dews tr whatever . t 

. 

1 Was casting a htut recently to - 
see what was what in ,the field tf tiles and am surmised 
tt learn that, for same reastn ntt set ftrth, 
the otltr red is the impassible osier tt he 
uaad far decarative purptses in that line tf manufacturing, 

It seems that there ts stmething that takes plaoe when 

ctmprehend why this is st hut I a m, nevertheless 
filled with wander as tt why this gf shtuld he st, &ut 


days tf F, D, R, and In at gladsuoh naif estatiai] 


Avenu 


then. nan* tt think tf. it 


a v . 















From the FRANCOIS fllGNON PAPERS* $f1~5889 _ in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


Utici X i u s 9 tit 1 tut tsco l 1 

•jcsn-«iiu jo ^«3r*SJ-nit <art t l c 8i«*3 e.» it 

,j\'. ©wpr»T si.eotu >o. ■ «■> *$«e >aa 

* 

# * 


11363 


MCI t 


11364 


. lOvii < . . "1 ■ Vc , 


Sunday, September 17th, 1961 , 


Be/ere running off the page, I started ts 
remark hew glad I am yeu found The Letters from 
the B aVen and I marvel that yeu t racked .down 
the Bearn petenti a ls as indicated by the Grace 
King velume• I centinue hearing nething 
frem Ora, probably because the 1 phene 
h a a been eut -of erder much of the time this 
week and possibly, tee, because she hasprebably 
been mighty busy getting her autumn semestre gnder way, 

v> \ : iti it •, o .. •. ■ A ... ' . ; i;'» .V :•. -J %. 

Ann Williams Britten called last night a beut 
9 : 45 and talked Until nearly 11, hie" ■ i 
was the first time I had heard frem her since she quitted 
the ^hamper ef Commerce for the Welfare effice. She 
h a d much te re late and many a tale te tell abeut 
s th which she operates, located we t of cthe tern ef 

Hatchitechejs }n the-ebeline neighborhood, • a 

4 While Ora receives during Pilgrimage in t he living room. 
Alin will be hostessing in the boudoir and that makes me 
think. I must knock off four or five pages ef particuj ars about 
trasers in that place tonight a nd get it in the 
’ fer her tomorrow, I do this for the hostesses 

at Ghana, the African Mouse and at Tucca so they may 
read it, if they caA<p to before donning the hoopskirts, 
but e ven before Pilgrimage opens, I invite all o / them 
to come to see me a day ortwo before the opening gong sounds, 
and I run through a description of points of 
interest in each room, as I do it, not for the average 
pgLgriiriutt*r all the differing types of pilgrims 
«P*/j sucjb 8sortment of interests and lack of interests, 

so thajfp the impending hos'tessmay have as mayy or more 
ooints than she wants but some of which, - points, - 
for some . hostesses, turn out to be helpful, * as told, 
when t is or that Dilarim unexDecdtedlv 


when t is or that pilgrim unexpectedly i # 

raises this or; than unexpected question, 

I was amused this a fternoo n when J, S, arrived with a 
couple of American Tel asdTel moguls. It seems that 
t.he sniping I have indulged in during the past months in 

P r9du * ed ?»■« «fft*t and* the"one of two or three 


n ' .. ©•iJ.-Kjiv.81U 


_ _ . * — * J .* i . . — 


^ 7 .... .. i •wrBm'vwm ■ >i ... ii i U, 

. . . 

' . 


Memorandum s 

Clear and cool. Clear and warmer promised, 

■ ‘ L> • * 

Saturday afternoon Blythe and Joan came to 
sef me, bringing no end of delectable foods, 

Blythe had much to relate n bout the unexpected visit 
Sister paid her one afternoon during the week, perhaps 
Tuesday, Sister hadmuch to relate, too, declaring 
that Pat had "done" Dan out of the business in 
which they were partners, I said nothing feeling 
Blythe relates all all around, lhat the partnership was 
broken by the offer of Pat to buy out Dan's share or, if he 
preferred, for Dan to buy out pat's share, which, after all, 
doesn t sound much like doing anybody out of anything, 

■ ; m <;-v ’ m: . Is t': ’i V ,r A V , . . i 

There was onemajor and one minor matter Blythe brought up 
both of which tended to throw me, Blythe said Sister 
had urged f her to to submit for membership the 
Wenk girl s name to the Soroity to which Blythe had once belong < 
Blythe said to Joan and me that this was simply 
impossible because that particular club admitted 
now Jewish people and, as the Wenk girl's papa is half Jewish, 
the girl's name simply couldn't be submitted, *nd then 
turning to me, she asked me if I didn't agree with 
her that dL 1 Jews are objectionable, I was floored 
that Blythe should say such a thing right in front of Joan, 

I Responded that I h a d known objectionable Jews but not 
so many as objecti onable Gentiles, prob a bly because I 
knew more of the latter a nd that I never had 
been a ble to find acceptable or objection a ble any person 
on racici grounds, Blythe looked at me 

a 8 though I had lost my mind and, to all this, Jo a n had said 
nothing, *hat was the major point, 

, t . ^hen, after some talk h a d bussed along , Blythe 
asked me how the ladies .were getting on with their Pilgrimage 
preparations and said they must be planning mighty 
spiffy dresses as Joah.had mentioned** her the other 
day that on their last joint visit, when Blythe had 
arrived later than Joan, that I had mentioned the Natchitoches 
ladies were spending five dollars a yapd on brocaded 

. « » • • i • • 
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cotton material /or their costumes, I certainly could 
remember nothing a bout such a'statement as I haven't 
the vaguest notion as to what lades fay /or the material 
they put into their dresses and I'm quite sure I never 

™ n V Joan seemed to 

mult*h blt gossip and I allowed as how I 
lilt ill 5 er t " something along the way and it was 
probably the /ive buoks /or the glossyies 0 / the ladies in 
costume the photographer had charged, and > by bringing up 

drmsl nV+'lhV h9W ™ eh yardage it took to make a n ante ? bellum 
dress, got things 0 // on.a tangent that never admitted return, 

0 me body s head must have been going around in circles a nd, had 

i.il e i, a +i e to - 9ee much » 3tl 0Uld have gone immediately to 

in '**e viTror to see how loony I might be appearing. All 

m all, while I was glad to see both Alexandria ladies, 

I must sayl /elt moderately relieved when in seeming 
/aiety, it was time /or them to head b a ok down the road, 

* ' 

Saturday's post brought aother card /rom Sister this mnm 
giui»y the address 0 / the Shreveport people who sent*the 
Siamese cat. She made some re/erenoe to the current 
Hodges Uagasette which, 2 ssumed, she had received 
be/ore one had reached me since they are undoubtedly 
mailed in Shreveport, But during her visit, Blythe mentioned 

^ ceiV9d the . 8ame Publication a cuple 0/ days earlier 
and as Alexandria is more remote than this bend 0 / the river, 

I assume the Natchitoches Parish shipment m a y well be /lying 
around m t hedireotion 0/ Buckeye or some such, 

t t- . 

I want to listen to election returns /rom Germany tonight 
* some party gets a working majority 

and thus avoids putting the country under the uncertainty 
0/ qcololition group which never s eems very satis/ n ctory 
m times as troubled as the present over the Berlin 
+ also should like to /ish a bout in the 
a ir waves to see i/ I can /ind Invitation to Learning 
? - ^‘orat, — our Ambassador to 

the J a J)on, who was mentioned as being on 

the-Meet thf^Press program,. It seems to 
me I can already hear one 1 t a y Craig saying• 

tn.r ^ 
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Monday, September 18th, 1961, 
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Memorandum: 


. 


4* ns; 


lair. It cools into the 50's at night and 
climbs up to the 80's during the day,' That 
is another way 0 / saying there are tremendous 
dews, 0/ course, and that means the /ield 
hands don’t get /ar ,in cotton or hay until about 
noon, Melrose hasn t s tarted picking a ny cottonas yet although 
sometimes they a re well along in August, All the 
hands todaywere districted among smaller 
plantations nearby and probably will continue 
gathering lint on adjacent properties /or the balance 

w &ek with a chance that they may begin concentrating 
on Melrose a bout next week. 

Everything went along nicely in my undertakings 
but because 0/ a telephone call during the early 
a/ternoon, I have /ound mysel/ in a vaguely /rstrated 3 ort 0 / wa 

1 1 

J‘ ranees Henry Percole has a mother living in 
Natchitoches wo visits Frances inBatonRouge and her 
other daughter, Elisabeth wh$ lives ever near 
Jonesboro-Hodges, Mrs, Rue was born in a swwmill 
down, is undoubtedly a/ a ith/ul Baptist and is as kind 
a person as I know but one 4 in a great while the hill billy 
imprint which she doesn t realize she is cursed with comes to 
the sur/ace, She called me to say she was going down to 
visit trances /or a /ew days and I took the 
opportunity to inquire as to how Elizabeth made it during 
the tornado that struck o.nesboro-Hodge the other day. 

Oh she said with kindly casualness, "She 
made it alright. Everybody did, in /act. There was a storm, 

0 / course, but it blew down some houses only on the edge 0 / 


v , - --— — m vv u woojuy 

town butit wasn't anything to speak 0/ , only 
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the house and five or six niggers get killed, It 
really wasn't anything at all," 

Oh, Lerd and the specialists never talk about 
aberation of the heart, 

ti’ ' • ' l\’l ■■ 'l .*« •• 

I'm certainly glad I am living in the days 
before telephones are equiped with TV for had she seen me 
when she said that, she would h^ve seen'-me wince as though 
struck across the eyes with a whip, I suppose 
she would have been thunderstruck if it’had ever secured to 
her that I think negroes are people, 

•\ ' i 

A copy of the Hodges Magstette came by today's 
po3t. It is so rumplemayer I shall not send it along 
buthold it against the possibility of a smoother copy coming 
to hand within a few days . It carries a full page 
illustration in color of the African House which, although 
quite different as to composition and treatment, is 
just as nice as the picture of the old Lemee House 
that appeared in the Magazette about a year ago . If 
I recall correctly, thi3 picture was taken by the “ocket 
two or three years ago and is certainly a picture 
of which she might be justly proud, 

•s v z -v.; • - .. ; I ; * : , 

If I don't succeed in •getting a better 
copy within a few days, howeever, I shall send this 
schmirfinck along, 

■?!.; 0 t '$ *> :• *•' •• A'. tli'Vi 

Like everybody o teide the Soviet orbit tonight, 

I deplore the death of the U, H. Secretary General . 

And in the wake of his death will obviously follow 
an uproar in the U, !I, itself and I hold the 
thought that Mr . Kennedy has a big supply of headache 
t a hlet8 handy for I a m sure he and the Cabinets of 
England, France and Germany cere going to h a ve to f ace 
a nothe whole stack of scuff jes bef-ore things 
get somew here near righted a round ....... 
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Lestan's new phone number • 

Natchitoches 7275 

seven two seven three 
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Tuesday, September 19th, 1961 . 
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Memorandum: 
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Fair and coolish, 

.. • •, o Itv ;r\ 9 *i *" • 4" L : . ' u 

From the notation at the top of this 3 heet, you 
will observe a •new 'phone number has been bestowed 
upon me, —seven two seven three and when one 
dials from town for any party of the CaneRiver line, one 
dials 7as a starter, 

r 4 i, • •-•v- > ' . . _ i ' 

•And so it would appear that the occasional 
pin pricks the CaneRiver-Memo administered to the 
Southern Bell eventually produced results. The 
number is still a party line affair but 
instead of having 8 people on this one, there are 
only four, 'Hiat ought to help a little 


, ii 4 1 




JAM 


>98 


4:, 


■sh¬ 


unless the four have a propens-ity for talking 
twice as long as all the eight used to, 

I assume,as before, the house across the way is 
on the same line but it will take me a little 
while to learn the identity of the other two, 

I assume t, but it is only an assumption as yet, that 
the, frequency impulse is used in calling the 
parties on the line for as yet I haven't heard 
a bell tingle except wheir 1 <am being called. 

Up until today t the bell was constantly ringing for the 
honkey-tonk, the artist, the garage or whatever but 
now it is so quiet that the absence of noise seems almost 
profound,, Although there may-'be as many 

inconveniences injne new arrangement as*-with the old, at least 
the pattern will be a little different and novelty is a 
help . in such matters for a while at least. Then, too, there 
is a 50 percent better chance of getting an incoming call, 
which, to me at least, is more important than the out¬ 
going since I can always hunt up some other instrument to 
make the out-go ing ones but I^have missed so many incoming 
wpetn b»eirh § jlf'i4 § rM4sfri^t d9 g e fo { J ma 9fMo8AW9ng 

* t3 


busy si 
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I Called Ora to give her my newnumber, She 
says things are going along nicely but, of course, 
she has been quite busy, * hat'has delighted her 

more than anything of late is the news from Lyme, telling 
her of 1 ittle Miss Lee's success, especially in fl, Y, P, L, 
areas, etc. 

There is a new head.of the *nglish Department at 
college and she is an admirer of the person occupying the 
chair which makes it very nice for her since she will naturally 
be working with him on occasiBn . His name isCornwall or 3 ome such 
and it seems he is a Cane^iver enthusiast orrather a Cane u iver pri 
enthusiast although he has never explored thi 3 region, H e 
saw a couple of primitive still-life items Or a has in 
her lecture room and Ora wondered if she sent me the materials 
1 could get the artist to paint something, 1 had a better 
idea for 1 h a ve one, —a v a se of zinnias, which is really 
quite good a nd I shall send it in to town for 
her to see if 3he likes — and she had better, for 
it is among the better things in that branoh the 
a rtist lia 3 turned out. As the c on vernation a bout the 
matter indicated, it is felt that much good work might 
be achieved by simply h a ving the work by this 
artist Hitting everybody in the eye ii\ the, 
place it will occupy for everyoneof the 3300 students 
will h a ve to encounter it time and again and none 
of them will escape seeing it and thus^ almost without 
s'ensing it, get accustomed tosuch an object, implicit 
in racial overtones, and the most important part 
of their education, —regard for their fellow humna beings, 
will h a ve been achieved, 

, , x 

rhe Siamese cat continues to behave so s trangely, 
carying for food, apparently, but turning up his nose 
at milk, corn bread and steak If he can't make out 
with such proffered fare far be it from me to try to explore 
what it i 3 he wants on his plantation menu, 

Considering the source whence he came, cannot help 
wondering if the gift was,made to find a pleasant home 
for a problem feline, I hold the thought he may 8 oon 

be more companionable to Tom and Tomtom 
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i/ . 0 ’ • • 

Memsrandms* «, 

■ 

Fair and mild all around. 

It is pleasant to report that the new telephone 
seems to be owrking as a telephone should. Tins 
fast alone seems tp introduce quite a novelty into the 
boudoir, The bell does not ring except 
when my number 78Tb, is dialed pith 
a result that the quiet obtaining seems wonderfully 
profound. And since nobody, else on the line hears so much 
as a tinkle when another party is being called, one 
*.. ,i& fxir.ily well guarajiteed a private conversation without 
six or seven other receivers coming off the hook, as 
was the case when, by the ringing of all bells on all line oonneoti, 
when ,one person was being called served primarily as an invitation 
to everyone to, pick up the instrument for a dab on 
listening entertainment, I 

must write one or another of the gentlemen who visited me 
a few days back and commend them on having arrived at 
the point phere-r for years, t\e&evernment has insisted 
by the situation when Government funds b a ck R, E, A, oo- 
ope ratives, C; . . 

»:»03 t ,.\! : . ,, 

Again today I was over-loaded with field hands, 
iqhich •*, ti, sent me because he had nothing 

•‘f r them to do in the field and because he thinks, apparantly, 

that a half dssen mcn p armed with hses 9 can accomplish 

wonders if turned loose in a garden, I must say he is so right. —• 

wonders they an effect 9 having not the vaguest 

notion between flowers to be cultivated and weeds to 

be hoed up, Ru-t^one does what one 

<• ,oan and although thedamage wrought is considerable since I cannot 

** ii\ six places at the same time, still, a measure 
oj eradication of thewrong things was carried out along 
vith the elimination t *f the right, ' , . 

l > ■' > 3 . ■ i i; 


o. • S4\ i lii oint\ ■». 
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Understandably distressed is mfneighber 
acress the fence, what with many parties •»» the agenda and 
a hsuse seruent failing ts put in on 

appearance at the hsuse but active ensugh in the csttsn 
patch. With the S. G.'s ceming tsmsrrsw sr Friday f sr the week¬ 
end and card games being planned, etx etc*, the 
crimp put in sscial activities in^mparative leisure is 
incalcuable. It seems plain ensugh ts 

the casual sbserver, lenswing mistress and servent, that the 
reassn fsr the absence sf the latter stems frsm the 
exciteable nature sf the fsrmer but 

that is ssmething, sf esurse, althsugh manifestly evident 
ts everysne else, cannst be explained te the 
lady in distress. ■ 

%tuti as « jrsUi ■> .. xuAv. 3l*jaa't . 

Ts my surprise, I have had csnsider.ble reactisn sf 
<a favsr a ble nature ts readers sf Sally Farrell's 
csntributisn ts the cslumn. Aterruptisn.......... 

tAi ' * **'*o • -:i v ■ • • as u 

■ Carmen brske in sn that sentence with ssme lsng 
rigatfarele which, x am ashamed ts esnfess, I 
Paid is little attentisn ts that, nsw, 

sne minute after hanging up, x haven't the slightest nstisn 

as ts what it was all a bsut althsugh I am 

sure it was ssmething absut ssme sf her adventures 

with the ti ed"res% Hecnetly, •*-since 

the Berlin business began getting tight,althsugh 

I knew net if^ that was the case sf the change in pslicy, Red c rs 

werkers thewsrld areund, euen in the little sld tswn 

up the river, h a vebeen sn a 24 hsur subject ts call arrrangemen 

ss that mess a ges pertaining ts servioe -pesple, their families, 

etc., may disesver that the Red Cress wsrker anywhere may 

receive neperts as casually at 2 sr 3 s'deck in the 

msrning as •during the hsurs sf the daily business span. 

This keeps business flswing aleng withsut pile-ups s messages 
and muoh sf the wsrk ts carried sut, net by telepgraph 
at^/srmerly, but by telephene, —direot wires being 
spen at all times ts Dallas fsr the *est c east, Asia, etc*, 
and Riohmsnd, Virginia fsr the Hast ceast, Eurspe Africa and ss 
-jf iV\i>c «i t i** »i.'» y.- a.' m ■■ ■ a 

x here s >a pretty ms sn tenigh and as I did net getjrsund 
ts gather the skra during the daylight hsurs, x 'm gsing ts mssey 

IMuXdlTvVtpVnt %y. r r 


I 



Thursday, September 21st, 1961. 


• as. *■’ : t •;« s. ■> t‘,s •• ; t 

•«.«: io ..<t . 5i^ >>i; \) • _ ... .... *t • , -• .' a 

' emsrandum • a • 

l»tii . t V •. t , 

Pure summer which is a bsut time, I guess, 
since tsday is said ts be the last day sf summer sn 
the calendar at least. 

a^Suie a. i •. >. t.u vi- 5 •' 'i a - ta sr u,*i 

I was delighted ts h a 9 fewer field hands 
tsday • 43 there will be ns csttsn picked #n 

the plahtatisn befsre next.week, where the field hands may 
have been distributed, I haven t the slightest idea. I 
did hear the gin gsing this msrning but I learned 
later that the b a les bsuncing sut sf the press belsng ts 
neighbsring planters and it is psssible ssme sf the field hands 
are gathering the lint fsr such neighbors as are brinqina 
. . fsrth the s tuff. . . ■ 

. . I must esnfess I was ssmewhat taken aback tsnight 

with a new a item Lswell Thsmas presented. He said 
there is ssme kind sf a glsrified rumage sale gsing sn in 
Dallas, the merchandise being all ssrts sf valueable 
pieces esntributed by what he described as well heeled" ladies,— 
diamsnds, Venitian gsblets, eto., —the merchandise esming 
frsm ladies sf wealth sn .bsth sides sf the Atlantic. 

He said the srganixatisn is knew as, —and this 
— t is-what threw met Femmes du msndeI h a ve 

t heard ladies called just that but never befsre did I hear ladies 

oall themselves that. t 

1 V ' ' . 't . V. . 

I felt at snee prsvsked and ssrrf fsr the artist tsday. 

Last weekend I explained ts her that I shsuld 

like ts have her paint three different pictures fsr me, sne 

sf uh ich wsuld inesrpsrate a little likeness sf Ghana, sne Yucoa and 

sne theAfrican Hsuse. I even went ss far as ts sketch the individual 

distinctive buildings ss there wsuld be ns mistake. "hen I 

drspped areund ts pick them up they were finished and ss was I 

...: i) 

:0. is ' ..a • m a -,' • >■.. « i. 

j bun vit * ■ a«»$ a , :H .n'i »• ; . b a-. -iibz -1 xi 

• * Til • • • • ■ 1 ! 
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Friday, September 


82nd, 1961 . 


when I discevered she had put a chimney an the African House • 

I had told her had seme netien a beut using ene er anether 
ef these pictures at seme future time fer aemmercial 

purpeses and, if se, I sheuld have ene er anether ef them phetegraphed 
fer the newspaper which, as always, is a guarantee fer an up¬ 
swing in the demand fer her work • I asked her te centribut 
nething and 1 paid her the usual prioe, "hen I expressed 
surprise at the chimney en he African Heuse, she swere 
I had sketched it that way . *he truth is that she s till 
has "Pa" in her perruke and weel gathers te ttye .peint ef painting 
chimneys en African Houses* Naturally I didn t ge inte 
tf\e matter • 1 hen she shewed me a picture she-h a d just painted 
and asked me a dellar mere fer it than she oharges her ether 
custemers • It gees witheut saying I admired the 
picture but declined investing, Peer artist, 

she simply can't get it eut ef her mind that she eught te charge 
me mere than she charges I, H • fer a picture because J • H . 
is peer because he werks while I am rich because I den't . Smile, 

. 0 e 

Ora called tenigh a little after 7 teacknewledge receipt 
ef a picture I had sent in te tewn fer her • She seemed 
te be feeling fine and read me a remark a b'le bit ef English 
that had ceme te h&r .an a card frem a Japanese girl 
she had met in Summer Scheel, It was 

se disarmingly -quaint but much better than 1 ceuld de if I 
attempted anything ,ef the sert in Japanese, She - Ora, — 
had taken her sen te Alexandria fer a 4*.e 'deck appeintment, 
quarter ef feur, 1 believe, and had made it b^ck heme 
befere six, suggesting she must have whizzed aleng at a pretty 
geed clip • ^ . 

I didn't telJL^O'Ta that at the ceffee heur this 
merning, I learned that 0pa had resigned frem the 
Wednesday Club, whatever that is, and that the 
ladies censtituting same had voted te 
inv.ite Celeste te ecoupy Ora's place but that 
Celeste had declined, 


And new I'm geing te vete myself a shewer, 
fellewed by a nice crisp vegetable salade, a slice ef 
salt rising bread Blythe breught me the ethex day and a qlass 
ef ice Tender Leaf and se call it a day 


Memorandum*. 

. 

Summer has really arrived, new that 
autumn has arrived effioially. I am delighted 
. that fair skies are said te be obtaining in the 
neighberheed ef Lyme with the recent hurricane having decided 
te wander eff and lose herself semewhere in t he 
Atlantic. It seems te me last nightms abeut the 
warmest we have had this year and during the day, what with 
plenty ef sunshine and much humidity, ene has sweltered witheut 
half trying • ' 

The S 4 0 ,'s arrived mid merning and seem te be 
fine • It was se pleasant a fter supper te sit alene 
at table with the General, cenvering ne end ef things ef 
. a nen-lecal nature • 

I sat next te the wife at dinner and it waspleasant 
ene ugh .in eiderdewn sert ef way, The&eneral 
deveted much .time te leeking ever estate preperties 
this afterneen and enly men were at s pper, what 
. • with Celeste having an afterneen -and* evening bridge game 

in progress. across the fence which seemed te suit e very ene 
just perfectly . 

‘ib y« z 

TheGeneral tells me se many peeple in £ atenReuge 
ge places fer feetb a ll games • I believe the travel 
a gencies handle much ef^ the business even • theugh the 
plages te travel are ne further frei Baten^euge than Heusten, 

It is figured nearly everyone purchasing a ticket fer the 
ga^e purchases two, Transportation is previded and ever night 
hetel reservations i re taken care ef and it is 
**T I 1 O «'-.r - i\\ 

4 

ji/Pj . , ait. *»• , i!t ■ r >.\, f 

. . *\ 1 . - I -" 1 S ". *>’• 

■ ri-.b it i .p. :ni . ■ ■' b V • 

• aaaaaeaaa v ' v 
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fli’i tern 


bi < 

s.ns 


irrr<;i - v. • 


M'.o ,M L'U t< 


estimated the agency extracts about sixty dellars for 
a pair of such ever night sports enthusiasts* I 
was surprised, fee, when A learned that fourteen 
theusand BqitonRoyge peeple will ge to seme suoh 
place as Houston er where ever te attend a game. 

I den t knew hew much sixty dellars i times 
feurteen theusand peeple adds er multifplies up te but 
I imagine it is quite a figure 

.... V. ' . ■ ' :.i 

Hie iS. G,'s return te BatenReuge 
temerrew after neen dinner* 

1 having heard Curtis La Hay er hewever they 
spell that gent'S name. ”Very steng in seme parts” 
was the General s observation and I did net a sh wherein 
these peints might be feund.er where feund w anting* 


. -.. z 

*1 


sum 5‘i Viu.. Ji, "it ti*t& ?»e - 

I was interested in semething J* H. 
remarked casually at dinner teday. He was talking 
about seme very expensive reasaurant where he dined 
in Hew Yor, —perhaps that is where Ora and the ether J. H . 
breke bread with the group. What J. r . ebserved was 
that semebedy cenneoted with t he. establishment 
said that while President ennedy dined at the 
place eccasienally, he was net especially 
popular as a guest* because hewas always in suoh a 
hurry* That J, Kennedy, Esquire, should be 
as restive at table as J. H. Henry, esquire, surprises me 
net at all since they both are probably as impatient 
as bundle of nevves as one is likely te encounter iut 
somehow I had never thought about the Kennedy impuls e 
to gallop through the courses at dinner, 

.. «7 US ^ called. She asked after you a»d I opined 

these days are busy-busy for yoou . She says R* B 
returns Saturday night from training. She will drive to 
Shreveport te meet him..*. 
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Sunday, 


y 24th, 19 61 


Memorandum 


Pure summer 


, Ora called this evening to say Howdy'and 

to say she had such a lovely letter from little ^iss Lee on 

Saturday, that the latter had procured her seme grand 

material in spite of the faot that the lady is bound to 

be busier than^d bee, what with the rush time of the 

business wojpld reaching a peak, but that I would 

be hearingLfrem Lyme shortly. The t ruth is that Just 

so long aw'T knew everything is Lyme is alright, I held 

the thought that little ^iaa Lee will conserve energies during 

this hurly-burly season, letting a card occasionally 

come through toindicate all b nners are flying. 

( kiiV b 

... Ora reported quite a lang wait inShreveport 
oh^aturday night for R. B.’s plane which touched down 
qt around 10 o 'clock, *‘hey dined after that and 
got b a ck to home b a se by one o'clock this mlorning. 

R. B. got the impression from talk he heard around the 

group in w hich he has been spending the past 

couple of weeks that if things could hold until January, 

things, by way of tensions as between East and West, might taper off 

t « 

This noon, after church. Ora andR.B, drove up toward 
Red River, going up the street, Williams Avenue, where 
they live, for a few miles where they have a plantation, 

It was he.re filong the levee that the H$rse Soldier pictures were 

filmed, -±L Relieve a train or bridge or something in the film was 

burne,d or\fme such. Be .that as it may, there, were a lot 

of things will standing when the Horse ^oldier had gone on 

it3 way but*lbnwRec{Ri'jer is swishing a round and 

all the evidencbm^if the ate bellum sets <#/ the movies have 

been swept away. Pro says J. H. Williams is contending with 

the Army Engineers umo say the levees don ,t need attention, idhicih, i 

way is true a t that particular point since there isn't any levee lef 

„nd J . H. and u ousinAjrthur are again fussing at the Army Engineers t 

get bpsy. on the levee reconstruction b ef ore the river itself 

bursts back into, its Cane Siuer bed and 

sweepts through the town of a atchitoches itself. 

• •'/ \ "C i 0 * . . • 




















utive 4n eize, for 
have S, w. L 
selecting tew which 


the tile preject and x was enc 
train her expert eye en the ce, 
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Mindcy , September 25 th , 2961* 


The S.fi. 3 le/t Saturday nten right after dinner . 
x hey planned te step at Pineville en their way te H a tonfouge with a 
view ef spending an heur er twe with Rehert at the asylum, 

1 3aw at dinner and supper t a ble but altheugh he is 

stillabeut, he keeps te himself, J knew net if he 

has a mad en all of us is merely in a known study about 

hi8 new heuse in tewn which he intends beginning werk en 

during.the ensuing menth, I held the theugm his presence 

here may discourage Sister frem crashing in, I believe J. H. 

remarked that Sister at present,is inCerpus -Christi, visiting Hina Helm 

i It« L ,, ' • • i n i, •. y i t i 

The mere I write at a column, the less I can anticipate 
the r eaetien ef this er that reader, The latest ene 
Successs Stery, did net reach here until Satu day and will 
ge ferward te Lyme en the merrew. At dinner today, J. H, 
greeted me by saying he was mighty glad 1 had printed that 
letter frem that lady inWiscensin as he feund it ene 'ef the 
me3t interesting he had run acress in years and was se glad 1 
, had put it in print se ethers like himself might 
enjey it, tee. Of ceurse I shall get seme brickbats for 
having published it, tee, but it is always nice te 
, have a bouquet te hand be fere the brickbats start flying, 
t - i v. I- t • 




Memorandum 

Summer, - cleudless and humid, 

■ L ucked away in the beudeir a rmeir lies today's' 
pest, including a letter frem Lyme right V 

•n f bp and several ether pieces, including twe 

^ 9m / ame J *he air mail bracket. Perh aP s 
ey have te d» a beut the latest-Kay conference with 
the speclalists, the plans fer leaving Charleston and se en 

Dell 8 'e U will 1 ! § t 9ther8 * inclU(iin 9 »ne frem the tile 
people will be taken up en the merrew, what with all the 

secretaries getting lest this afternoon, probably 

be cause the re was some sort ef a read shew beokening them 

as seen as they dropped their cotton sacks, 

i 4 .1 7 


I can't remember if I mentioned in yesterdav's 
memo that~l, S.Wiiiard stepped at the artist's 
house last evening after leaving Celeste's . She hec 
something at the artist's heuse she n»uirin*+. + 






0 -V r i -1 '■ A 


I was delighted this afterneen when I 
te see me, bearing gifts in the form ef cr 
aluminum, long fondled dipper. I declare, 
truly remark a ble. She had heard me remark 
thought with cream cheese as a base, one ^6 
with tomatoes, belle peppars, a dab ejirtni 
cetttage cheese. As I chance te ludn adl 

Z 1 a T* c>sy I r-t ^ T It m W- V - - - ^ J _ __ 


1 en I. w . Willard came 
f crefaw-vhteese and an 
are, IMS. f. i 8 
'markJmt seems that I 
[n^^muld s tir upguite a salade 
I ™nion and se en and hence the 
adl the ingredients 


>1 aaual \vt; 
\tb& 


for a salade, I have stirred ene Untold shall dine en same before 
fe'ld mg up my beard tonight. I had' ordered 

j.l,a.l_____ - , . . . 


coci.w.g ajuer leaving Celeste's, She heard 
something at the artist's heuse she ceuldnU resist 
oallmg me later in the evening-to report same She 
remarked te the artist that iUmust bring her ' 
lets mereoustemers than otherwise when he pictures are 
reproduced in newspapers. The artist agreed 
and informed I. S."illard that 
her pictures also get into magazines, tee, 
such as Leek, Saturday Night and such like. I 
must pass that ene along both to James and te Harold 
Martin, especially the latter who ought to be 
impressed by his Saturday Evening Pest being thus contracted , 

I must say I was delighted this morning 

h^riiVn 'ftl 1 t f , hand i+ ah9We i up • wtiat with everyone 
heading for the cotton patch with a cotton sack. It 

pleasant relief ^te spend a little time doing 
t 99 ,i 9n9 "eglected during the past few weeks when 

*zTt aV n in i *'!' 1 ° 3et 9 / 'treng arms arriving 

re get an initiation into what should be hoe up and what 
should net. I must ask sometime why J . H. 


mignx lend vnemseives mesv suit a b±cy fer the work enyisie 
After her call here, she paused fer an heur across the fe 
made both households happy ,,••••••••• 


nee*and thus 








11 
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Tuesday, September 26th, 1961 • 




switches field hands arsund 8» much, se that net 

enly de different jeba get assigned te the same peeple 

every day but eften every half day • Perh a ps <+ere work 

is obtained if there's a change of type ef work and 

new surroundings, as between merning effert and afterneen • 

Be that as it may, and the results may be perfect 
fer untutered plantation hands, operating on a 
bread front. such as working in the weeds in 
the merning, cencentrating en cultivated fields in the 
afterneen'and se en but I must say fer 
mere limited lines ef ende a ver, I find the custom net 
very satisfactory • In a way$ it's like training 
•a new heuse servent in the merning and then anether ene at 
neen and se en, with net ene ef th$ n$w-aemers 
h a ving the slightest netien as te what is te be dene, where 
the instruments te de it may be feund and hew the new jeb 
is te be attacked • In ether werds, te get anything 
much dene requires, in my province, constant attention 
te keep the newly arrived ones en the track, assuming 
ene has the luok te get them en the truck in 
the outset, And se today t when nobody shewed up, I 
wa 3 really delighted and, letting my modesty getting the better ej 
me , I am bound te declare I think I get mere dene en my own 
heek than had I had a half desen helpers te guide into the 
mysterious ways ef gardening * «. • 

• - nr > o £ , > u s ii v.j■'j i>. * - i 

I was se happy te catch a re-broadcast ef 
the Kennedy speech te the United Nations tonight, 
for I hadn t even realized it was being broadcast 
se ean y this merning, at least fairly early out time, 

I’liked everything a beut it, even though /Jf _•* 
at ene or two points I found, myself wishing Mg would 
pause fer a split second to allsw an ascpre^f^m^th rough 
applause by the gathering which, somehow, I ^felrypas 

% ^ *** < * ,ut 


Memorandum: 


Summer continues, 

Thirty billion attempts to set forth 
my delight on opening yesterday's letter 
from Lyme It was se characteristic ef little Miss Lee 
to think a beut the^hana likenesses and then te turn right 
around and discover suoh telling new portraits ef her 
•wn selection, You would laugh if you had 3 een the 
hoops I had recently been jumping through, determined te 
keep in balance and, oddly enough, it was enly this merning 
that I thought dizziness was going to impede my path when. 

Lei the message in such delightful forms came te hand and 

I could slide past or jump ever the hoops w itheut se much 

as giving a thought as to whether I would be successful 

in jumping through them or net, If I call 

down blessings of God eh my Lady ef the Lamp, I can 

say no mere, realizing that little Miss Lee cempr ehends all . 

, _ , 

I, tee, was impressed, as were you, b the news 
about the use ef red and the difficulties it seems te present 
in the Mayrland-New Jersey areap where they say that for seme 
reason so many ef the tiles bearing such a oeler have te be dis¬ 
carded that it makes it uneconomic to fire them , You 
mention the Mexican ene and I have in mind the 
lovlie3t piece ef porcelain, the ene with the red bird in the 
little tray which I am forever examining and loving the mere with 
each examination and there have been so many ef them down 
the years, Of course it would be difficult for one 
to guess how many ef either ef these had te be 
cast aside before a perfect ene came through but 
I don't mind saying in the case ef the little cardinal a t least, 

I am certainly gl a d somebody persisted for it is really 
’ the joy ef my heart . 

I shall be sending the sketches to #eck Mall, Maryland, 
shortly fer they are almost dry new, I shall be curieus 
to see what can be dene with them, if aiything, and I 
shall keep you advised. 


. a s' : vji 

1 5)1' 1! 9 V. ns i Vt 


’\ ■„« CT J 

i it; 

ur a ti .\ (JS.li! iiDji 
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I shall send along seme of the air mail that , 
had come te hand from SeuthCar elina andyou can judge 
/•r yourself what seems te he cooking although if the 
pressure ef business is such that yeu don't have te 
wade through them at present, I shall mentien that they 
are primarily cencerned with.discovering a place in 
Leuisiana te buy fer a heme dnd it eccurs te James 
there is ne place like the atchitec hes ceuntry. I 
h a ve never understeed their appreach te a dwelling place 
and e net hbpe te. 1 ‘here may be semething impertant 
in e ne phrase in the 'letter remarking that the Pelican State 
is a geed place fer someone like Kay having her investments here 
te have a legal residence in the same State, tee. But 
e/f hand it weuld seem te me se legical fer them te have 
a house in the French Quarter ef Hew Orleans and then 
a little place in the ceuntry, semeplace like Covington, 
fer example, where Kay has kinfolks, —Ceusin Idea 
Chapman, etc ., where they ceuld dash eut fir days er 
weeks as the spirit moved, Fer that nutter, 
having a ll the time in Hie world, they ceuld 
get their epen sky anyplace, as inSeuthCarelina, I sheuld 
think, and readily retain legal residence in Leuisiana. 

With the exopetien ef l a Briarwetd, I. S.Willa rd 
and me t I knew ef ne ether friends they have in 
this area and it seems se natural te me that 
Kay weuld like best ef all te live in er near 
Charleston where she h a s knewn se many peeple ever the 
years. that is fer them, Hot me, te werk eut. 

I theught it extraerdinary the letter, preperly 
addressed te frim, and deveted mestly te raking Southern Bell 
ever the ceals sheuld have been delivered te Souther Bell. 

Aaain mav I sav hew haDW today's vest has made me.... 
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Wednesday, September 27th, 1961. 


Memerandumi 

Still summer but mere like the ene just 
terminated in that we had much cleuds this afterneen 
and seme rain, which the cetten pickers didn't 
need. , ^ 

1 J JJas "JV* £ 12 Prised, in a u> a y, when in a casual 

sert ef way today,Carmen, in the rele, ostensibly a s 
a civic minded citisen but what I somehow gathered was 
actually a s agent for Charles Cunningham, remarked 
hew wendejful it weuld be if C a ne Biver 
Memo appeared in The x imes. H a d she 

stepped right there, she weuld h a ve dene better but she 

r further and observed she supposed I knew 

that CaneBiver Heme retained and attracted m a ny a 
subscriber^ for The nterprise than they weul otherwise 
enjoy and that if the column sheuld appear in The Times, 
many a cnaoellatijn weuld fellow immediately in the 
direction ef ifte nterprise. 

n . c 

Naturally, I responded a s casually a s h a d been 
her manner when she beg a n mentioning the subject , 
and, as though dismissing the whole matters a s 
idle chit-chat, I responded with such pearls ef 
wisdew os Well, I declare", Yeu don't say" and 
Why, hew in the world ye do run on" . 

Carmen s attitude toward The Enterprise has always 
impressed me with force. Since she a nd her mother published 
the paper for a number of years,, she sheuld seemingly 
• be interested m seeing their former journal 

prosper b \\j t tsn t that w a y at a ll and 

the^dfa the paper was sold, long before the 
Beckermans purchased it frempeeple I don't 
even remember,Carmen has beendeneuncing the sheet 
qnd d ing, everything she can by mai ufactuY&tt gossip, 
inuende , etc., te ±rsa+ tear the thing to pieces. I 
learned quite by chance that she and Charles had 
been in conversation on what was theught to 
be business matters a nd, in view ff her raising the question 
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•/ tranafering the column to The ‘^imes somehow 
seems to fit ever a$ neatly into the pattern that 
Has easy enough to envision long before the 
first gesture was made. 

♦ In view oj Charles' lack of grace, 
immediately fellawing my initi a l contributions 
te The Enterprise, he undoubtedly hesitates to a pproach me 
direc.tly far fear af getting a negative respanse a»d sa 
C a rmen turns eut te be the ideal g agent far 
such an undertaking since she hate’s the paper 
■\ te 3 tart with while at the same time ceunts herself 
a close friend a Charles and me both. An 
interruption terminated our conversation today and 
I shall centinui when it is resumed, to maintain a dumbness 
thatwill call for considerable diligenoe on the agent's 
part to get the point across. Knowing me asyou 
do, you will not be. expecting me to be rushing over to The 
Times all of a sudden. 

< 

My favorite secretary of the moment who surprised 
me by. not showing up on M nday, put in an 
appearance this afternoon. I had assumed he had got 
lost in a honkeytonk but I did^him an injustice 
for he was hobbling with some fifficulty,.his foot bandaged 
up with much b a nd a ge and more bandage. It seems that 
on Sunday he had run a nail through his bare foot 
and although he had sent me a message bout it’, 
the messenger ■ etching a ride to a frolic 
before arriving here, f ailed to pass/ aleng the message. 

The pseudo-messenger has long aspijdd to be 

a secretary himself and although JB^*Mtp2y 

him oh rare occasions,he cannot sradioate his impulse 

to skip paragraphs and so I enlist his services only when 

sdtswttoing like addresses are reuired. 

Tour reference to la Spinks' letter 
and her reference to vacation reminds me I 
did a column. Post Vacation Invenotry, 
appearing this week. . 




Thursday, September 88th, 1961. 


Memorandum j 

.11 1 • 

, Summer. 


As anticipated, another call came through 
today with another attempt, without any commitment 
in case it was discovered som body had gone out on a limb, 
regarding transfering Cane-River 'emo from Enterprise 
to theTimes Again. I treated the matter with 
surprise and incredulity, saying I had no reason 
to suppose that the Editor of TheTimes ever saw my 
column. I was assured that Cane M iver Memo had been followed 
carefully for a long time and it wa 3 felt it would be 
a great asset to The 1 imes, Right there at that point 
an interruption on the other end of the line cut off the 
conversation, which in no way distressed me for I had 
heard, enough,, I a m saying nothing to the W a lkers 
• a*»ut all this, not a word, but I shall have 
lots to say that will total up to nothing 
if and when I hear any* more from calls inspired by The 
Times. Realising that a ll this casting about 
is neither for the love of me or Cane River Memo but 
merely the.knowledge that Caue^iver Memo does have readers 
and withdrawal of subscriptions with the hope of 
wrecking the Enterprise is the primary motive behind 
a 22 this business, it will*be interesting to 
see how the game will be pursued What surprises me 
about steadfastness is not that it is encountered comparativelv 
rarely but rather that there seem to be m a ny people 
quite ignorant of the existnece of such a 
quality. 1 

. 

As for the day's mail, it more or le 3 s speaks for 
itself as.the enclosures will demonstrate. 

A couple of peeks back, I sent a quilt type of 
Cane River obelin, addressing it to Desireee, Don and 
Eleanor Worsley, knowing that things were in confusion 
in the household and thinking by naming them all, it might 
be the wiser. Prom her letter, 1 gather the 

lady is pretty depressed. > I shall select my steps with care when 

u* t • * •. u • "• 1 1 

-j i. tv s < i 'v ‘. Vi it. ^ " 


itOUJ# 
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Iacknowlege the letter, having 110 ideawhe may chance to 

pick up the mail. As for Aunt Willie's letter, 

it is as original in appearance as in expression. At the 

moment, I gather, James isn t so angelic a s 

when last the lady set pen to paper. It's a pity she 

can t see that the reason James deesn t wait to live near 

J-he Bluff is because the Storm personality enervates 

Kay's physioal condition so mightily. Unmindful 

as Aunt illie is $f this actual ity, $f ceurse she c ann$t cemprehend 

why James insists on living in Louisiana. Were 

I James, I think I should tr'., finding a house in 

Charleston but I don’t pretend to know all the , 

finer points that may make hi 8 decision to a void 

SouthCarolina as a residence. 

Blythe and Joan came this a fternoon, 
bringing salt rising bread, raiin bread,, salade, some special kind 
of dessert and Heaven knows what £ 1 in the food line. 

Blythe also presented me with two gourds on which she had 

labored and they are wonderful. One is the goose that 

grew in the hana gutter which I have described in a previous memo. 

*he surprised me by painting it a ll white and finally decided on 

using white candles, too, instead of bl a ck, down the 

middle of the b a ck of the bird. It mil grace the Ghana 

m a ntle at Pilgrimage time although is r eally too elegant 

for a one-time slave cabin. The other gourd is a dark, 

almost black, green one about three feet long and Just 

a bout the diameter of a big baloney. She contrived 

some wire leQs to elevate it a couple of inches from 

whatever it rests on. Right down through the length of 

the thing she 7 or 8 red candles, perh a ps 8 inches 

in height. It is really quite stunning in its own way, tooo. 

1 . . s’ . 

The said trances, that is her daughter, and Whitfield Jack . 
went to -iewYork to meet their $on, Randy, who flew back 
fr»n his summer in Scotland on the 1:6th. After 
the Ej&in burgh summer, he got himself q motorcyole of some kind 
and toured England a nd then across Germany, W S 3 t and East Berlin 
and so on. It sounded like a grand summer. Before 
they drove him to Princeton, they dll went up to 
Woodstock to see B a ul King Rand’s new place, 3 miles 
from town f and report it to be quite 
spiffy. -There seems so much more to chatter a bout but 
I 11 stick to my regard for the reader by confining myself 
to this length epistle . v 


Friday, September 89th, 1961. 


*■ Memorandum: 

r , < . . i ~ 'JS • ’ /• ' w 

«. ^ Summer continues. Hew Orleans reported 80 some degrees 

at 9 o'clock tonight. K 

• ■ • • •' } V i 1 *. • • « 

Although there doesn't seem to be 
any application of the lines to the facts, 

I did, for no particular reason, find myself 
recalling the old lines: 

"If wishes were horses, beggars would ride. 

If wishes were biscuits, they'd eat 'til. they died." 
c : . :, i , ri . <3 v. 9. > • 

,Well here is at least one beggar who is 
yearning either for a ride or a biscuit, iut 
today I did receive an invitation to go as their 
<,guest to the Hewiberia dedication services 
„ on October 28th for a full day of conferences, luncheons, 
dimiers and the-like. Having already been invited 
by -ihelma and John to go as their guest, I seem 
, tt lack qothing by way of invitations for this service. It 
seems to me the National Foundation bid me participate 
some time back but I hope I declined and I 
must drop 1 helma and John a note tonight, definitely 
declining their invitation .It would 

be pleasant to see the champagne bottle broken over the 
portal of the restored Shadows and it would please 
. me to be able to^drop a flower on Weeks' gr a ve but 
when I visit The u hadows, as when visiting & y shrine, I 
prefer quiet and a n absence of hubbub, ^neither of which 
will be to the fore on October 28th. Celeste’s former 
* sister—in—law, Betty Lane Hggard Couragere, has invited 

me to visit them whenever the spirit moves and 
although I 3hdl 1 probably never accept that invitation either 
1 should find it more to my liking that the round 
of speeches, luncheons, dinners and what not that will 
h a ve the pot boiling from morning 'til midnight when 
the oundation, at long last, really gets around 
to remove^ tl\e wrappings from the old place. 
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I had occasion to call the Chamber of ^ommerce 
in town today on some m tter or other and the 
new Secretary who occupies Ann Williams Britton's chair 
had quite a tale to tell me about some California 
visitors to Louisiana who had a piece of literature, 

I know not what, that said Melrose is open to the 
public. They accordingly journeyed here and knocked at 
the door across the fence and got such a laying out they 
hot-footed it o wa from the place as fast as ever they 
could and drove immediately to the Chamber , of u ommerce 
to voice a complaint and requested the name of the curator to 
whom they will write, they said. 

*T <f.' , v. . . s s s " 

I. S. Willrd just galled. She had not heard that 
the Registers were le a ving S 9 ut Carolina for Louisiana 
last weekend with a view to coming thi 3 way. She 

,iaS d* ' in ^ un ^ e vTuesday, Wednesday and Thursday and 
m BatonRouge on Friday and °aturday which means 
1 shaH h a ve the Registers pretty much to myself, 1 gather , 
t{i the y arrive during the first week of the month. If 
they arrive the following week, — J hope not,- 

shall certainly find it inconvenient to entertain and 
clear Pilgrimag decks at the same time • J. S. W 
expressed the marvel of it all that such a smart woman 
as Aunt iHie can t see thatthe in-law 
problem would be in full iperation, were Kay and James 
to live at the Bluff. We agreed that, like 
everybody else, »unt Wmie probably t kes it as a 
matter course that all this in—law business 
applies to e veryone else except her own household. 

/. S..W. will devoted the 14th and 15th to receiving 
at Chan a a nd .on the night of the 15th, which will 
0 *^ta\nly be after dark when the last pilgrim has gone, she 
will drive to Baton Rouge for a n early 

appointment there on the following day which sounds more like 
la Ramsey than la Willard. 


Sunday, October 1st, 1961. 




Memorandum j 


nSUtt i] 




And now I must roll up my sleeves and get busy 
* n 3ome mail although I'm already ^sleepy. Perhaps 
a quiak 3hower will wake me up a d a b . 


In town much rain yesterday but none here. 

Sprinkles and drizzles in both places this evening 
cuid tonight. 

I wa3 delighted to hear from Ora last night. She 
• told me she was writing you this weekend and that she had seen 
on TV the youthful •gent. and his more elderly lady companion 

at the theatre she and little Miss Lee attended together. 

■ 

For the most part things are running fairly 
smoothly in this section except for the erratic 
attitude <sf the builder of the new house whom I haven't 
seen since yesterday although he was ad; home all day until 
about 5 o 'clock when it is supposed he went 
. to town with the intention of mcediting his wife who 
was expected from the Lone Star State fora visit •f 
a few days. He is said to be cross with his 
Arkansas superiors and his crossness is said to be all 
consuming and I believe it. He declined to follow 
Sabbath custom by, dining across the fence. Nobody in 
hi8 present unhappiness would have made too gay a companion. 
Nobody knew if he and his wife, if she came to this neighborhood, 
would put in an appearance. We accordingly supped around 
6;30 and nobody had as yet put - in an appearance other 
that J. H. , Celeste and I. Celeste is showing signs of 
worry a b»ut what performaces may be expected two weeks 
hence when Pilgrimage will be in operations. I must 
say such physic pehnomena as migh manifest themselves, 
both from looal visitors and Shreveport members of the 
family do have a tendency to keep everyone more 
or less on edge. 

i v'.3 A'. ' ft*v t. C is i 

Reverting to Ora t I neglected to say thatin 
the midst of the conversation there was an interruption 
at her end of the line, terminating things abruptly 
and so I got no wherein a dozen direction about which 
I wanted to inquire • I h a ve a feeling 











liom the FRANCOIS MiGNON PAPERS/ ffl1~3889 _ in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


V . 



11389 


11390 




■ 


;l\V .i 1 V 

there is quite a measure tf emttitnal instability 
in that fitusehtld that tne tbserves in the three youngest 
memebers tf the late plantation mistress dtw}\ this way, 

The recent Htward K m Smith week summaries have 
impressed me os being politely critical tf the President, 

In ttdights concluding statement, ^r. ^mith observed that 

in the election campaign, Ur, Kennedy tbserved that 

what the nation in 19 60 was lacking was adequate leadership 

and that Mr, Smith felt the same is true in 1961 , Earlier 

in the analysis, he tbserved that Henry Luce is bringing tut a new 

edititn tf the Kennedy bttk tf stme years back, — 

Why England Slept, and tbse ved the ctver dectratitn shtws 
a Hen appearing very muclg like the carttsnists' picttrial 
repres ntatitn tf Ur, Kennedy himself which dte 3 seem tdd, 

I find myself a little puzzled ^b tut something 
I ftund near Ur, UcGrew's htuse tn^aturday, — 
a discarded ctat, I ctuld be , wrtng but stmehtw 

I w a s under the impressitn all MwGrews, including Ur, UcGrew, ttt, 
discarded their ctats but tnce a year and that that tne 
time was always in the spring. But there the item was, 
and undoubtedly that tf my tld neighbtr, a btut five feet ltng. 

I brought it ever tt Yucca and draped it tn the a »te2ers tn the g aller\ 

thinking tt fill it with ctrn jneal^ as I had fieard the tldsters 

used tt do, and then hang it up at 

Ghana, £ *raj htwever, tells me that it was net 

the ctat but the hide itself that was 

employed ftr htlding ctrn meal, gun ptwder and the like 
and st I guess I'll h a ve tt give it tt the blue jays tr 
cardinals if they f ancy it as uphtlstery^ ftr their next new nest, J 
intended relating particulars a btut the find tt Aunt Willie but 
there was st much tt write 0 b#ut her wish tt entice 

Janes tt the Bluff, Carrie's heart' ctndititn a nd st tn that I ran tff 
the page ltng beftre I gtt tt the cltak and suit department,,,,,,, 

do. in* \ x) cut ^ a ti 


P, S, 


It appears I may getting a t least tne 
new secretary and possibly twt, tne tf whtm 
is stmehtw related tt Frances, Ora’3 htuse servant. If 
I dt, it might be nice tt think tf Ora &s 
the spirit tf Hatchittches, giving her the pen name 
tf Natalie, I find stmething a btut Ora that reminds me 
tf Natalie in War and Peace, If ytu 
3htuld, in speaking tf her, remark: "I hear frtm 
Ora and Natalie recently,,," I shall understand perfectly tnly 
tne perstn is meant. If ytu merely refer tt Ora 
as Natalie it will be the same thing, Btn’t btther tt 
emplty Natalie if it ctnfuses ytu, ftr there is 
little chance tf leakage anyway but if there shtuld be 
something rather confidential at a ny time and tne wanted tt 
be quite ptsitive, the wtrd can be substituted and I shall under 
3tand perfectly. 














mmm 





t 
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Monday, October 2nd, 2961. 


Memorandum• 




b: 

);; so "i ■ 
- li • : ;r 

abaai. S - Ui' 

*3 IV o / 
aitciV-l s 

- • 


j4s to ltcal weather, it has rained and sprinkled 
all day and the thermometer has "hoovered" around 
the 60 's and will sag tonight into the 50's, 

Tonight I w a s listening to that remarkable Des Moines 
station, WHO, learning at the same time 
that it was cold a nd muddy in Manhattan and that it had 
rained an inch and a half in Alexandria, Louisiana, 

Vie only reference to the death of Marian D a vies I heard 
was over W H 0 at 3 o'clock in the morning, i'm 
forever bumping into news on the radio out 
of Iowa's Ccpitol that I never seem to 
encounter anywhere else,, 

' • VL * 

Well, it rained other, things than rain today, too, and 
that is people, Juanita A, did, indeed, make it 
from Conroe yesterday afternoon but she and Joe did not 
appear here until sometime during the night. This 
afternoon Sister blew in, intent on celebrating 
°• H,'s brithday both fionight and tomorrow, 

Mr, and Mrs • Dan Henry are bidden for tomorrow's repast 
but I know not if the Pat Henrys are invited. Probably 
not. 


~~ *. I enclose a letter fromCharleston which led me 
. tp believe I might be expecting Kay and James 

al*ng about Thursday, Picture my surprise, therefore, 
wlien on returning from supper, James called me, speaking 
from the motel in Natchitoches where he says 
Kay and he plan to rem a in for several days. Verily, 
verily, the old adage is so rightx - it never 
rains but it pours, 

• ♦ • • 

A couple of no account youths appeared at 
my door at dawning,Ji a ving, been sent b ' the store 
to put in a day's labor, ~Ida Red and K, D, 
t They seemed^as delighted as 1 that the rain was already 

beginning to fall and for once this troika agreed that it really 
was too inclment to labor out of doors I am 
alw a y3 the soul of cooperation with field h n nds when I 
discover they re a lly don't want to work and I send them 

. te work at some job, well out of 

my sight and everyone elses, not carrying if they 

stall all day if the 3tore feels like sending me trash, but 
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Tuesday, October 3rd, 1961. 


vt 'i' a 


I h a ue no intention of h a rboring tr a sh that wont even 
coopera te by staying out of mischief when provided 
with a n opportunity to kill time, I welcomed 
the opportunity to do somethings undistrubed 
on my own hook but before I h a d re a lly embarked, 

Fill ogers appeared to a sk if I / JaC j some carpentry work 
to be gone into,. I had and I was delighted to con- 
°V l V'^ e - 9 ^ tidying up a few odds and end3 in anticipation 
Til grinage . here was a picket fence that needed fixing 
by the cistern at the big. house, somefilling in of spaces 
m te hapel around the stained glass, some ancient 
boards to be installed at Vantage points at Ghana 
where I want to. rig up a fewprimitives, a nte bellum 
artifax and so on, Naturally I a m enchanted 
t/iot everything undertaken was accomplished a nd 
although I got tired of wet feet from dawn to dusk 
I'm satisfied , 

Too interruptions at this point, — 
a call from Or a -Natalie and one from I. S, Dillard, 

Ora had been trying unsuccessfully to get 
Celeste to give her a message that 
the hysterical Ladies would have a Board or^a bored 
meeting on Wednesday, She had much to say about 
school and things but. did not mention 
Mr, Beam, I did not do any prying . 

_/* r T, S, W,,. she allowed 
.as how oamea bad, just called her, saying K a y is 
* ?l a 8 tricter diet th a n ever, must a void steps, etc, I, 
a,w, will pause atthe Louisianne on the morrow to 
say Sail and farewell as she moves on toward Baton 
ouge where she will see the Registers on the 
weekendSo things spin and so must j in 
anticipation of too many things on the morrow . 


October 3 bright blue weather with 
the thermometer up to 70 and down to 45 . 

' 1 ti 0- b • 3 '\ : . ' '■ ’ U •. U ■»- L- j 

Thelma called me fairly early to say she 
had received my note to her, declining the invitation 
to go with her and John 1 nd Carmen to the dedication of 
Shadows on the Teche, She expressed regret and said that 
v T couldn t go, she and John.woul cancel their 
reservations and mine at the same time. Carmen called 
a little later to say she had heard the Kysers were going be¬ 
cause I wasn t and, in turn, she, too, had decided not to attend. 
When 1 go to^New lben a , I want to go to absorb 
JewJ-beria and mingle with my friends there and not be 
uphostered with Natchitoches, 

' X i » j - . . J v 

•f'k dinner, */ • H, and Celeste came over to 

the big house because Sister had stirred up shrimp for a birthday 
party. We were but six, Joe and Juax its A. having 
gone to Shreveport for the day and Mr, and Mrs. Dan 
Henry % not putting in an appearance % 

At 3 o'clock, u ames came down, bringing a 
fine new radio on behalf of Kay and *unt illie and 
explained it to me and got it rigged up By my bed for me. 

It seems to be quite fine with A, M, ali d F, U, bands and as 
easy as pie to regulate. What especially del ighs me is my 
ability to see the needle on each band so that I can always 
tell when am in the neighborhood of some station whose 
approximate location I know, I haven't 
sampled it much but readio found tonight's 10 o'clock 
news and a 10:15 program on another station. It's 
a t a ile model, manufactured by Mmi$gomery-Ward, I believe, 
and is a little larger than other types I have had but 
although i projects a little beyond the end of my night t a ble, 
it rssts there very comfortably. . * 

* • ' •* .* «. 

J* c - 1 


• V ** 

. • 
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Wedne sdcy , October 4th, 1961, 


oc: i. 


• 

^amea had stopped at the artist's house on hi 3 way, 
aad she drove around the corner with him to help 
him bring in some pictures he hadpurchased, 

She had told him, e ven as she had told me on occasion, 
he had married a good wife, and that she could jus' tell by 
the way her talk, James and I t did a bit of talking 
on the wgy in to torn to pick up Kay, It is said her fortune 
is piling up impressively . She has purchased The Bluff 
for a dollar which seem3 like a good deal to a void death 
taxes, if she survives Aunt "illie, since the place 
is said to be worth a bout half a million, 

• -• s. 

Je drove about town a bit and looked at one ortwo 
modest town places which.I cannot imagine buying when 
they c ould just as well build on the end of town with ample 
acreage, 1 still marvel they are indifferent to 

knlw Wher D e 39 Sow people while further south the\ 

know st many , Perhaps that is the reason, 4 

" /e dined excelletlyat the town house and 
returned to the motel for an hour '3 chat and e vcruthinq 
was pleasant all around and then James drove me home, I 
suppose 1 shaH be seeing them on the morrow although tomorrow 
s bout the only day B .shall have between now and Pilgrimage 
hat will enable me to make use of a helper or two who 
knows how to rig things up the way they should be, 

. :■ 

* 0i s * •' ,*iu. Lk.■ t ^ 5 • . s' fri: i ^ 

’ • * • *<t -:V. 

The enclosure from A obina 3peuks of Carrie 

i aU f ta ? fl r ? lie . nttal!i » n giving me her Shreveport 
address which I think is 185 Bruce but am not 

sure, j searched for her niece '3 name in the ^ 
plione be ok, I think it is Clanahgn but the 
book was old and I coul find no listing, ? 

* 

And 30 the day comes to a close and I * \ 


Memorandum: 

Pair and cool, K 

' ' I < fV w ' , 

And ho, ho, hum, 

1 • 

I do n m t know but it s eems to me I get 

Y/'rjil Z'A'AA* in Ure ’ •/ <1 lay than I can remcmt, 

as inevitably, as r ilgnma ge approaches there are 

so many things to be attended to and I don t intend to spend 
the r est of this page enumerating them, 

James repeated his yesterday's pr ogram, coming down 
to g et me m mi.d afternoon and stopp.ngat the 
artist s to le a ve her seme presents, Me w a s 
as impressed as ever by the artist'& appearance 

riuHl U C.'V Ul J le l 3 a ’l d When her daughter, •'ackie, — ex-wife of 
Clyde ci a ude &mmet Davis, and daugh er, 

D *J L9r J%* r s dr$ PP ed in, James found that Jackie looked 
about SO years younger than when last he had seen her some 
15 years a ge . There seems to be one remark a ble thing 
C 7 j +>y? l er an J daughter in that they both get younger looking 
all the time, the mother because of her unceasing industry 
and propensity to frolic, the daughter because she will not 
. turn her hand to do a thing . 

James was impressed by quite a speech the 
artist made regarding Melrose, declaring that as 
tlte owners knew nothing about it and cared less, the whole 
place would h a ve been just a v a cant field hadit not been for 
lestan, et#t, etc. . 

*. •s ; L-. t 

James says la Siom is cross with him because 
he will net bring Kay to make the Bluff their home, 
i/ie last time he saw her she told him the place was theirs 
anyway and if they would outcome and occupy it they coul sweep h, 
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int$ a closet and she would beperfectly happy, James says 
that, of course, what la Storm* eally wants 

is to have a couple of extra sh ues around but gives her the beenfi 
of the doubt of conceding she .might not, G s is often the case 
realise she is a born dictator, 1 hey talked with her on 

the phone last night and Kay, always trying to cover for her, 
explained la Storm must have not understood her when she explained ■ 
her that Jame3 was there and wanted to say *owdy for l a Storm 
hung up, 

. 

It still seems so odd to me that K a y a nd 0 ames, —9t is 
aames who has the idea and Kay who has nibbled at it, that they 
should make Hatchitochs their home, Barnes even hopes 
to find a plac.e and get installed before the end 
of the month,, Ihere really aren't 

houses standing around awaiting such impulses but they will 

find that out on the morrow when they comb the town with Toosie 
Uillsp a ugh . 

• 

We dined in town and Kay reported having talked 
with la ^ormon's niece last night on the 'phone, 
arrie has had another setback, possibly anotyer 
slight stroke, °he had been able to get up and 
walk about a little but now she is b a ck on the bed . 

1 9»t back here „ bout 9 and was impressed b the illumination, 
Si3ter had returned to Shreveport in mid morning and J, H, uh o had 
driven to UewOrleans with ~rthu Watson inthe morning had not r eturnt 
ihe lights across the ence were in antic Ration of their 
return, Therewas a new light, however^ 
on this side of the fence, fairly near the little 
hot house by the side gate, and it seems that is to burn 
m the g ardens nightly, as to the others of its type around store 
and gin, the newbig light in the garden being 

m mw* 'h&mnnisHmimhi . ft ? s '* e 


BTXJ t 
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Thursday, October A&h, 1961, 


Memorandum : 




Wonderfully fair and delightfully cool. 


home today, for a change 


I remained a t 
and loved it, 

T . . t • 1 * 

T „ caught U P with Valley Electric when 

saw four or five men fiddlingaround a 

tall pole amindst some bushes along where the old 

in tf ##d 7 >? Ut P erUa P 3 a li ^le further back 

Th *y wers installing another 
flood light, similar to the one I mentioned 
yestsrdal/ as having been rigged up near the 
little house by the gate at the side entrance, A 
few minutes ago I walked out toward the front 
to observe thi3 new illumination and found it 
exceUcnt. It i 3 sufficientlytgll to spread 
the light through the leaves so that one may enter 

to e , ble°on/i 6 Ur °i 9h s nfficient light and shadow 
to e.i a ble one to see where he is at while ihe 

i si de gate is a s covered with 

91 ° w f‘ at ‘ “ Kre u •/ P earl ratker than 

Z iti„a e .n V St ‘ miU in 

awaiting one s arrival, 

And speaking of St, Peter and the pearly nates 
I am reminded f of the news concerning the * 

House Speaker s critical condition, Mr, Sam was 
certainly a remark bly astute politician and 

of hia a fir+Lt he 9u * rn *?n't ™ st relinquish thought 
oj his further service • I must say, _ 

iowever, that I think Mr, Raeburn was luckfer than 

most.men m h a ving been „ ble to remain active 

flTrfln Zi ar J and as a PP ears P*wb a ble, likely 

to aepa rt this world''with comparatively 
no lingering, * 

1 thought the Kennedy statement both eloquent 
ahd touching and. w-th a l quite fitting in honor inq 
such a m a n as The Speaker, onormg 
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OOMI 


in Hn+ A l£ 9 r u the Re 9i8ter3, they a restill 
Natchitoches but mill be heading toward 
Baton Rouge on the morrow. Toosie i/i + , ,, 

*««. * t'Zl’uui U / t a r 9h "* thea 
3ale » Nt is no Williams Avenue, net J 

21 2, .. 

** % , • » f ' t 1 » i • 

re S rei and °stid"uat T,arlVllml CXprt33 '* is “ a3t 
He says the t rouble with Kau is thn+ 

j*;-- 

d< ’ cid ° 

”°" d».ut a»d „ tV' thnT 

gees around and around and nothing 9 
by way of a home is ever realised. 

.#ut t he plan tation. 

ioZl/rlul. Un il}f^ au {* ;**S“^***»'"‘" /‘W «•«***»» 

Me fitly CMfjj thij * now theni soy " 

is because 9f their n ffliving up this way 
know q bout that but i£ri?ml 9n f tr ne. I don t 

«»5 ha j e 
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Friday , October Yth , 1961, 


J/cw# randumt 


Fair and cool. 

It seems to me I h a d enough callers 
today, both 'phone and people. 

/ stepped out on the gallery at 9 with a view 
to having coffee aoress the fence. Picture my surprise 
when I encountered the^egisters by the big pot. 
ihey were heading for Baton^ouge and h a d stopped off 
to say Goodbye. I never knew of them arising 
before 1 0:30 and therefore their ap pearance here at 9 w 
was certainly unexpected. . I cancelled my coffee 
engagement by 'phone. I’hey remained until 
1 0:30 and, by ch a nce. Celeste sighted tlugm at the-front 
gate and so had a chat with Kay while Jximes 
poured out his disappointment that Kay 
didn't like the house th$y fiad looked at. 

I said Goodbye to Kay and she said they would be 
up this way within four, or five weeks. ‘^hcy I darted cw 
aioay to look after some outgoing mail and 
saw no more either of thcRegisters or Celeste. 

. 

At 11. I discovered the clerk had forgotten 
to mail the letter I had written Mr. Hodges yesterday 
and asked the clerk, to post in town so 
it would be in M a ny before Saturday. I accordingly 
called anybody in t he* B*^qes office and by 
chance got a secretary Ik^ttw and asked her to 
convey the message to Mr. Hodges that I 
would not^bc (jile to accept his invitation for 
this weekend. The secretary said Mr. Hdkges chanced to 
be in and asked if I would spqak with him. I would. 

He said he was sorry -*• couldn t come this weekend But 

hoped I would make it next week end. Imagine. I told h 

him Iwould h a ve much to say grace over a t . 

this bend of the river next weekend. He said Mrs. 

Hodges had fallen in love with me — smile — and 

was as anxious for me to come for a weekend as 

he was and that he had several things he wanted to 
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Sunday, October 8th, 1961 


Memorandum 


Fair, with a promise of continued warmth 
and widly scattered showers, 

Thursday 1 s Enterprise didn't arrive until 
Saturday and accordingly will go forward 
at the 3ame time this note does. 


I believe the mast head was changed in this 
issue but I haven't looked to see if I can 
note any difference, 


There was some sort of an explosion 
at St, Mathew's School on Saturday, a 
boiler, I believe, It is said that the blast tossed 
bricks a round* and shattered a teacher's desk 
and some of those of the pupils, Ifxe fact that 
it occured on the weekend was certainly fortunate si 
since there were nt people in that section 
•f the building. 


aiscuss wiztx me, hoped we might make a definite 
date during the conversation but, st lling, I suggested 
we confer on a date for a conference 10 days hence, — 
confering, that ias, on when a conference might be 
mutually convenient,, He said he would be glad to 
call me immediately after next weekend,, I reckon 
I shall end up by going over for $ome Saturday and Sund 
Sunday within the ensuing month but I look for¬ 
ward to it with but mild enthusiasm, 

i •' _ ... . '.'rj 1 •; . 

I had a couple of people helping me this 
aft moon but left them mostly to their own devices, 
Mrs. Walker dropped in a little before three, a s she 
headed down the road toward BatonHouge 
for a Press Women's association pow-wow, I 
imagine she a lw a ys travels late a »d really should 
make q fine companion in that resjptt^for the Registers, 
in spite of their exception th& morning, 

• 1 ' w u u 8»• v- 3 j ■*< 

Doreatha, the Aook, called me from her house, 
hard by the br idgefalong bout 4:30, sa ying she 
had just returned*from town and noticed a R a nd car at 
the camp, A few minutes later, Blythe 
a nd Jo a n "surprised" me, or at least they 
thought they did, Blythe said she had h a d 
a note frpm Sister saying she was to be here on the 
2nd, 3rd and 4th and hoped Blythe would be 
up this way but Blythe thought it better 

and 


Twice during the past 3ix months, one 
of my plantation friends has asked me if he 
could speak to 3ome relative in town. 

As he doesn't read numbers, I was glad 
to dial for him. Unlike many of his 
associates who lose all sense of time • 
when .on the wire, he. has never talked more than 
a couple minutes. He passed this 
w a y on Saturday afternoon and said 1 had been 
. so helpful to him, he had wanted to 
make something for me. and then and there 
presented me with a racket-maker, fashioned 
by himself, an instrument still used 
in the remoter sections to summon stock. It 
consists of a box-like body, perhaps 2 inches 
square and 14 inches long. Inside 
there is a gear attached to a hand made handle 
protruding from the side at the top. 

When.the gear is turned, the teeth of the gear 
catch a slab of wood, bending it enough so 
when it slips off the tooth of the gear, a 
racket is indeed produced, and, of course, the 
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Monday , October 9th, 1961 


Memorandum 


Cl o lid y and mild, the predicted rain having 
c infilled itself along the Dallas-Pert Worth line , I 
noticed in tonight's radio accounts of the President's 
visit to M r . &am in Dallas as being in the rain, 

Mrs, Walks!" Called tonight to report 
a very busy time on her return from the Baton 
Rouge Press *ssociation meeting, u he go b a ck 
about 3 on°undaya fternoon, she said, and went tt 
the'Office immediately tt do some work. About 
8 $ click her husband called* her say their 
son was in the hospital , It seems that ^ 

Mr, Walker and the boy were driving home from somewhere 
when some sort tf an object came through the car's open 
window, striking the boy just above the right ear, 
casuing a small scalp wound andslightly . cracking the skuL 
(skull). The wound was clean and revealed 
*** brace a/s to wha,t the object might have been, 

It isassumed it was some kind of a projectil, 

It is an interesting fact that in the same neighborhood 

_ few days b a ck, and at ^bout the same time, a 

Mrs, Kyser and daughter,"—no kin to helma,- 

had a ^Parallel adventure although 

it differed in one respect, — that the windows 

of their car were closed and. qo they were merely 


,Ihe little bl a ck b a ntam is demonstrating 
no end of persistency in her determination 
t0 natch out another round, of little 
•»e3. I may have mentioned she 
likes a tiny basket,,interruption,,, 
he other day when I was in town with the 
fdusters, somebody had to move some stuff 

ritkH?l U i ’ r ‘ tesM stands. 

B'.tA.ut realizing it, they Upped the basket 

over so it rested precariously on its side 
tstjosau the edge of the t a ble apd the b a ck of 
a chair hard bye, Xhe eggs rolled 
along the side^of the basket which hadthus 
become the bottom but the 

little hen remained undounted and next mornina 

Li' h un */ er jn situation, all eggs having been 
gathered under hereto thenumber of 23. She 

n! dU t W: * ly w ^ en 1 ri 9bted the basket and 

a cardboard, on the center 
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p.s. 

J'orgot to say a hurry-up letter from 

sel ii and my th ' y 


Tuesday , October 10th, 1962. 
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about anything. It seems the Bat on Rouge busi¬ 
ness went jff nicely and Margaret Dixon sent 
much love and kisses, As for Natchitoches Enterprise 
dt ngs, a section of this. Thursday's paper 
was printed today, t* he included in 
Thursday s complete paper and it 
turaedau* thatover the column by Grits Greshem 
onfishing, honting or whatever, qupears a 
portrait, surpr isingly enough, not 
•f.Grits Greshem but of Lest a n, Smile, 

• :: . 

Other news of ds ings in town is the 
io a y things to not turn to the satisfaction 
•f the owner s new house , x Vast i 3 the 
annoyance on the p rt of the owner and 
it is aid he his taking »ut his dis- 
p2eaeure on everyone, ' He is, for example, frigidly 
polite to me, and I assume he has as much to 
complain a bout me to J. H. as he has a bout J, H. 
tocompll^m to me. Even as in the case of 
tee Shreveport member of the family, so it is 
with this one and everyonewi 11 be the happier 
when the ne\b house has a roof on it and the 
owner may cjoncentrate exclusively the 
whole 84 hours of the day on fhat 
vantage point -v 

" •• * ' &S'T 1 ■ ^ /..'.IT 

:• V t-- t, : ' '• •* p — t ,r 

1 must confess I was mildly surprised 
a day or two a go when I learned the 
artist istaking driving lessons, »he meditates 
•n buying a n old car one of the mulatto 
neighbors c a n t get anything for as a trade-in,,,,,,,, 

I 




6T3 


Memorandum: 


' Mf A. 

* t. 


*air to partly coudy and warm in the 80 ' 3 , 

-ihe day s ems to have been fairly .busy with little 
things and little accomplished, 

m - • 1 

+hm f f i ere * eerne J *• *« a measure of -satisfaction across t 
the fence when the servent showed up, The lad is awfullu 

busy with one thing or another, mostly.musts 
m anticipation of tjic weekend, not t o 

tV^nlun+y .* 113 7 i ay * ins * cial adtivies to boot, including 
the countryclub for luncheon and so on. After coffe, 

I got on with my business, as I assumed 
my hostess planned to ds, too, and I'm 
sure she did, I suppose a half hour passed 
between the time I left the coffee tray 
and passed along the Yucca gallery when my 
phone summoned me . It was Mr, Mills- 
Paugh calling Jrom his s tore in town to ask me 
about sever a 1 things and in the mid 3 t of the talk, 
he stopped for a moment and then 
world 1 thought had just come'in. 
guess, Re said it was Celeste, 
to embrace her on my behalf. 


•f 

asked me who in the 
T couldn't 
I told him 


As I hung up the receiver, someone knocked at the 
.C* waa ° mulatt9 neighbor up the road, 

Ashley irkland, saying he had same people 
from California visiting him and he would 
like to bring them around on the morrow, 

ihe hooking cow demeanor remains on Joe Henry's 
face and I gather his project in town goes . , 

not to his liking and he takes it out on 
the first person he encounters, J a m amazed 
how much like Sister hegrow 3 Jrom day today, 

' ic * 3 \ wa3 nice having J, H, at dinner « 

3 ‘ VI L 

lend me a 
*rsimmons 


ro 


ini ih 

ti cipation of Hiiarimace decorations. 


ernoon in 


anti cipati'Oji of Pilgrimage decorations, I unwittingly 
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Or's 'phtne number, listed under the name 
*f R» B. "illiams is 

Hatohitoches ^4163. —three on* airr 


Wednesday, October 11th, 1961 


exposed them to marauders by parking them 
»n the front gallery until I had attended to 
some other details and soon discovered the bantam 3 
loved persiommons and were making the most of 
them, I accordingly gathered them u± and 
put them in the house along with a stack of other 
stuff whereupon, along a b$ut 4:30, the 
phone rang and it was Von Lester to say the 
Schmidt 3 were at his house and he would love to 
bring them down, —the Schmidts from GrandLcdge, 
Michigan. 1'hey arrived at 5 and before they were 
gone, Joe Henry, dl affability, appeared with 
a Mr. and Mrs. Walkh of flewc rleans, a nd it was dark 
before the guests had gone and I hadn't 
had any supper, seen a secretary or rounded up 
any news but at least the persimmons, or w hat was 
them, were still intact indowrs. 

'rs. « a lker called to thank me for something oi 
and to say her child is progressing nicely, 
being up but a little on the dizzy side which is nr,-, 


Memorandum : 

Fair and quite warn, —unseasonably 
warm, says the Wcab herBureau, with thermometer 
in the Q 0's at day and in the 70’s at night. 

It w a 3such a delightful surprise to find an air mail 
from. Lyme in today's post. . Poor little 
Miss Lee, so unmitigatingly squeezed and yet 
by some miracle lof nobility able to to 
write such a chamring note. 

r \ '. u' * l£/ . i } & v* ^ 

, I quite a kick out of the observati on regardinq t 

the breakfast fare at such, a high figure for the 

Atlantic L ity pow-wow-ers. I must say 

it all sounded mighty ridiculous. I 

was impressed when I learned yesterday that Paul 

Harvey, a John Bircher, Richard Hixon-er and - 

Senator HcCarthy-er if, 1 know one, was mentioned as 


0r a — Natalie called fust as I turned 
this page. She said R. B. had asked her to 
give me a buzz to see if V 9 n Lester 
had been a ble to get in touch with me. I believe 
R. B. is his lawyer • She also wanted 
to ask about the hour she and Ann are expected on 
Saturday and Sunday, which I think was 
tossscd in as filler for, regardless 
of statements "to the contrary not withstanding ", 
I think friend husband could easily be 
depressedif conversation in which he were not par 
seemed to flow along readily enough • Perhaps I si 
get a chance to 'talk Hearn on Saturday.. . 
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01 Ml 


Pm Sm —yesterday's memo, 1 hope, gtt 

mailed in town, the postman having made his 

rounds an hour ahead o K 3 chedule at thi8 point todaymmmm 


mSV 


*T 


'i. * - t . • 

be seeing her on Saturday afternoon and Sunday afternoon, 
It goes without s aying that I shall be delighted 
to speak of little Miss Lee and her mental 
telepathy correspondence, . I have' heard Nat a lie-Ora 
mention her amazement at little Miss Lee's * 
ability to accomplish so much under such tremendous 
pressures and 1 know full, well she understands 
perfectly what occasions a momentary si owing down 
•f personal correspondence. She has mentioned to me 
twice that she thinks she, herself, could 
never maintain the pace lUttle- Miss Lee is forced 
to maintain and therefore I know she will understnd 
the present reliance on telepathy until a momentary 
lull» —any old time between new and 1862 permits 
one to take pen in, hand again. Hour blessed are the 
understanding for they will keep friends forever • 

• «• 

My day was such a shambles in things not achieved, 
it is a bore to recall, let alone enumerating any of 
, them, suffice it is to say that I got 
through the d a y by the time the sun had sunk for a n hour 
below the Montrose hills and that l feel I have things 
pretty well in hand without figuring too much 
on theIhursdg,y and Friday that intervenes 
as between now and the doings. 

^t is Temar kable ho many people at. just K 
this busiest of time 3 have a way of. 
crashing in when everything is by sixes and sevens 
o»d nobody has time for anything except getting 
things in.order and keeping out from under foot, 
lou may readily imagine how surprised both Celeste"* . 
a nd I were today when we ^learned that the^oneral 
and wife plan to come on!rid a y to r emain over night > 
and Saturday morning, —the Pilgrimage beginning ‘ ’ 

• n latter date, of course. seems that 

and so the S.Q. s will motor up zhiws way 
onFriday and spend that afternoon and evening and 

11 « -A m A Mil 1 11/1 J. ^ M ^ k « / • m d V A * f Mil a II 1 11 n A 11 


w • •" ’ » mui y w v ^ i n w » if v*» 

next morning here before journeying 

■f. -<ii. Ti.m.. « ml/tn +, fiAiw. 


on 

O. 7TLMTJ! 


Thursday, October 12th, 1961. 


Memorandum : 

Pure summer. The promise is for clear 
weather for the next few days. 

* 

It's always nice hearing from *dith 
Wyatt Moore and somewhere or other there is 
always a laugh in her correspondence even though 
she may never suspect it. I wrote her 
at the time of Miss Myra's death, asking her to 
set me straight on the rumor and to tell all 
as to the future prospects for Dcvercux. That 
was the point of my letter t her and in her response, 
you will f note, she has touched on several points 
but hasn t made a single solitary peep about 
the matter about which I wrote her. 

• i 

As f*r .tlte note from Roan, it speaks for itself, 
saying nothing. 

-■( • ’ vy .. - ;! . i. • " . . • . 

As for the letter from J ame 3 , I liked 
his account of theAfrican violet and I thought 
hi 8 reaction to the stvre n ge charg.es on the goblets 
typical more of carelessess th a n anything 
else. The point he seems to have taken up in large 
measure would be more like la Storm's 
viewpoint than hi& own. After all, tl^e railroads 
the world around started off as a great big 
gr a bon the part of the railroads, so manipulated 
as toenrich the j tockholders, gouge the public 
and squeeze labor. When things had gone too 
far after too long a time, labor, at 
long last, began getting a bit mere, perhaps 
considerably, more than during the first three quarters 
n century, or so but the public never got 
any benefits in matters of charges. I seem to 
find something of that same detatchment from reality 

<. 1 1 ’ i • - 

Hi .Vi r, >\ ,: n 

C, - .ft” 

p.: >i> 'O.r fr 

••"1 - • wi ft-, i il e:.' t *70.2 

“ 1 

%* ... 


.. J 
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Friday, October 15th, 2961 


Memorandum 


in the matter of expecting any shipping agency 
to store merchandise for three months. surely 
provision should have been made on the part of somebody 
to have the shipment delivered to an agent and t us 
taken off the hands of the railroad Why the goblets 
should ever h a ve been shipped by the common 
carrier that wa3 employed, T cannot imagine, I 
should think that point might well be raised by the 
purchase.rby addressing the shop that 
selected 3uch a» a 9 *ncy in the first place. Why 
I spend so much time speuclating on such matters 
is beyond me, 

• ' 

Like yesterday, s» was today fairly busy, 

I w a s certainly glad to learn the S. G. Henrys suddenly 
ch a nged their plans and will not honor us with 
a visitation on Friday and^aturday Surely there 
will be ample stirings by other members of the clan 
so that a n additional couple will not be 
needed except, perhaps for purposes of 
sedation. 

i■ . 

Today's 'issue of^he^nterprise goes forward in 
the same pos\ with this letter . mebody 3 aid 

the Cane^iver Memo got the distinction of making the 
last page. I have address your copy 
but did nottake time to turn through the issue to 
see if 1 could see a likeness sf myself 
appearing the (in thej mast of Grits Greshem's 
column, I undest nd there is an account 
of a reception given by Ora andB. B. for 
Dr. Cornflower or Cornwall or whatever. I 
did net know ,to what Ora referrred the other night 
when she said that the party was more than 
worth while when the guest of honor, •» departing, 

FTr d i,^ a h n iiii%}i\i}iu a . nu ii i i e ltk ‘ that 

nad not heard a bout the plans for the 

tea or whatever, I was quite in the d ark 

as to the identiy of the person of whom she spoke, — 


Fair and a little more moderate 
warmth. *hc promise is for a possible 
shower of limitedvolume for tonight , followed by 
fair weather for the weekend • 

,’’ , . •. 

/laturally my day was quite busy. Of 
all the people who didn't come to see me, Blythe 
and Joan'and a couple of girl friends did not d though 

they were at the camp • 

. 

I was too busy.to get hung up much on 
the telephone but whenever J was near the 
Yucca ne ighborh^od, it seemed to be 

ringing • Various and sundry ladie3, associated with 
the Hysterical ones, called to ask about one 
thing or another. Thrice did Carmen call, 
each time wanting to r ead me the nice article 
that appeared in TheSU^evepopt Times about the tour, 

I 3U3pected it is probably one, written b j) herself, 
which she has already read me and so each time I begged 
off until I was lc38 pressed by various people 
coming and going 

The lqst two people T expected to see were 
two of the RevercndFathers from St. Augustin 
who blewin unannounced and oasual like about 
3 : 30 , asking if they might have a tour. We 
all laughed when I opined I reckoned they 
knew their own business better than I did but 
for the life of me I couldn t figure out 
how they, faced by a fair during the 
next two days, h a d time for anything, inoluding 
pre-Pilorimc.qes tour3. I conceded a little '"M 


And so Thursdn 
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ft- 'Tb ' i ftL.' I . . 

# r-f ■ « _ - •> 

J ' W V* ^ ^ * . 1 » 

■ ; t i- ' / ’ 

b shoioing them the big house and Ghana butsent t hem 
scurrying when I pointed tut that I had mtuie petple 
waiting for me, scheduled tt put Cane^iver 
,n air tonight ever 3tme Shreveport channel, pointing 
out that if they were nice and ran b a ck across the bridge 
and got things ready, I wtul persuade the movie people 
ri> widen their scope and include theChurch of 
the hildren of Strangers in the film,, '-They bolted. 

The movie people asked if they might 'phone me from 
Shreveport a bout the script for the film, They 
must work under a tight schedule to be on 
location taking picture at 5 o'clock in the afternoon 
a nd having it all aired over TV within five hours, 

ft --0 *. *3 fi • J* ft-'.' T 1 ft * 4 fti 1 . o 

.lucile Conahan and Mrs, , D. McCoy 
and the latter's mama, Mrs, SamLacaze, were 
among other who swirled in and out and hurriedly 
I did the'H act the t wo former are supposed to do in 
holding down theAfrioan House, They asked 
if both of them were expected for both days . I told 
them both of them were expected for both days 0 

' rs • Walker called to ask if she could do anything 
by way of securing materials in town for tomorrow's ■- 
deligttry. “£ requested a couple of pens. 

She mentioned The&nterprise has printed a pamphlet 
containingtheCane^iver Memo of August 11th a bout 
Vi* e **cal artist with a couple of illustrations f rom the 
lhrb a ch lense 9 iiitari $r and cxteTi*.r % . 

I 11 try to get a couple for enclosure shortly, 
although you have all the material, 


A letter from D n ise 

L 1 « -A. _ . _• ^ n 1 


™t) a iscy enclosing a n article 
the Dalla3 paper, I haven't i 


about the tour 1 in une v a iia3 paper, I haven't read 
I threW half a dozen gourd-persimmonarrangements 
together but know not how they turned out but ^hall 


it. 




Sunday, October 15th, 1961, 


Memorandum : 


For yesterday and today, Pilgrimage, 
the two words that characterize the weather, 
are fair and airish. Both days have been 
cloudless with a pretty good breeze during 
daylight hours, the thermometer in the 
lower 7 0's while with a moonlit darkness 


coming around, a chill in 


the 


40's developed, 


was 


The most notable event of the weekend 
right in the midst of things the miracle of 
brith transpired and I suddenly found my¬ 
self once more the grandpa of thirteen banties, 

• ’ • 

The two people I had never met before 
who came today were June Prudhommc Mixon 
aid her husband, David, They’didn't 
chance to be at home in Mew rleans in 1958 v 
hut Lyle showed us their house, across 
the s treet from his,I suppose they a re about *■ 
the age of I, S, “illard but somehow I had 
pictured them in my own mind as being 
much younger, I found them altogether 
delightful and withal citizens of the 
world. So few people in the Cane \ 

Hiver plantation bracket 8Uch as June,' 

have owned a palace in Venice, a house *■ 

in Paris, a place in F'loriday, another in 

Mew Orleans to provide ahreadth 

of vistasthat people with lesser imugina 

tion but possessed of as much money seldom seem 

to grasp, «. 

V> i . q 4 ISfWfV vj , ^ v .w • \fl 1 3 ?. 

It was well after dark on both nights 

before the last pilgrim had departed and 

things were straightened arounda little and 

I could get on to the fair, Satu day night 

itook Mrs. Wal'ker and we found the 

HZ 1 **■, pic3 and swett potato 
as excellent as ever f 

1 had hoped to'Join the Mixons, L, S, Willard 
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Monday, October 16thi 1961 


and their party tonight but bc/ore 1 got 

free of late comers, it was so late 

all the Pilgrimage folks had gone. I 

walked over and encountered Fug c bou at t he 

Covent andasked him. to cast an eye n bout 

to see if any of the white folks in my 

circle but t here were none although there 

were a few white folks from up and doipn the 

river. I asked Fug^bou if he wouldn't 

like to join me and he licked his chops 

a nd said he would aid together we ate 

andthe spectacle was obviously a little 

unhinging to some of the folks, mulatto 

and white, of a negro and a white 

breaking bread together. It takes old 

customs a long time to change and prejudices 

even longer to die out but they are moving in 

the right direction. I didn’t get far on Saturda 

night in the actual enjoying of food 

at its best stage, what with so many people 

coming to our t albe to chat. Tonight 

there were les3 interruptions but of 

longer duration when various communicants of 

the church,plus Father Caldhan, Father 

Murphy and Father Naderoy came to say Hoipdy. It 

i^t interesting that although none of the Reverend 

fathers made reference to the matter, 

3eve al of the mulattoes told me how 

much they appreciated theCane^iver Memo c *>out 

the Fair and hwr'irtany people had 

come as a resulm, sr many of them mentioning 

they learned bout the food from the column • 

v + nt was certainly nice seeing 0r a and Ann 
out l glimpsed them only momentarily. On her 
arrival, Ora hustled me off to read me the 
grand letter she had received from you and 


Memorandum 


Fair but much too cool, --37 in -- <. 

Alexandria last night. 

As anticipated, much to my delight, 1 found a 
letter from Lyme in today's post. I loved 
the phrase about the conventioner3 going b a ck 
to their dough and let us hope that by the 
time this \iew week began, all of them had 
actually headed in that particular .direction • 

But what with seasonal demands in business 
and the swift approach of the holiday season, 
something tells me the pressure is going to con- 
tinuealong one line or another in fairly 
rigid force in the weeks ahead and I hold 
the^ thought little Miss Lee will not attempt 
more than occasional card until things 
h a ve really lightened up a dab. 

There were ,u few other letters r in the 
post but I didn t get a round to open them ,— 
something from Kay, a letter from Anne Cordellc and so 


The' coffee hour this morning wa3 prime rily 
a post mortem on the weekend I had not seen the 
except from afar 3inc£ Friday and so there was 
much to go into. . She was much annoyed-~by^ the 
strange doings of Joe who wouldn't participate . 
in so much as greeting a guest but was constantly 
in and about the place. She says "Never again" 
on Pilgrimage but perhaps she will change 
her mind when the new house in PecanePark gets 
occupied around Christmas. It seems to me the 
absence of Shreveport was something to be 
thankful a bout but the cantankerous 
doings of the present visitor overshadows in her 
mind whatever theShreveport flurry might have 
produced, had it developed. 
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'Tuesday, October 17th, 1961. 


by 

B 


all 


On Saturday I witnessedall the elements of 
a story, 3eeminglybased on unmistakeable evidence 
but without any basis whatsoever and the whole thing 
conceived and conveyed to me by two close 
friends, --Natalie and daughter, —without 
a shred of intention on their pant to create 
any falsehood. I assume it got off on the first 
false step because, I assume and vaguely seem to recall, 
that it is the custom ,of the mother to concel bed pillows 
covering them with the bedspread when the bed is made up. 
Bcthat as it may, and for a flock of reasons, I incline 
to prefer having my bed covered by the spread and the 
pillows no,t covered. A couple of the reasons 
for my inclination in this direction is that in this damp 
climate, I prefer having the pillows that have been used 
night given the added opportunity to air during the day. 
Another thing, my bed, as you know has a dark headboard in a 
shadowy corner and the darkness of the dark 
red counterpane, plus the darkness of the headboard, 
inclines me to like the touch of white the pillows inject. 

% 

•Uth that as a starter, and taking into account that 
everything was hop, skip and jump at the last minute 
before pilg-rijnage time on Saturday, my bed was made up 
not as Natalie 1 s custom but as my own, when 
somebody from the store, while I was in the tub, brought 
two big packages of laundry from the store and 
sumped them in my bed » ffo sooner was I out of 
my bath and into my fresh raiment, a Indy called from 
the gallery, —little Miss Clemence. I asked her 
to wait. Then, as I tied my last shoe, two more ladies 
arrived,-hostesses, one being Mrs. W a lker , 
who called to ask where she mighrtplace the 
•fficial camera anda small box containing, it turned out a 
collayseable hoop. I d a ahedout to see 
Miss Hunter as Mrs. Walker entered, only to e 
summoned by someone to bring her camera quick. She 
dashed out leaving the little package and was gone just as 
Natalie and daughter arrived and entered, returning forthwit 
to the gallery to say someone had obviously been 

* 3e i t pillsw* exposed, the bed dented and 
a hopp in a packageto boot. Smile • I did but 

still e inunhi^ e ^ ime L l,r inclination to explain but I'm 
still laughing m my beard every time I think of 

SUt‘BVMBM mrf shark an mm+.h n nj t _ 




to 


Memorandum: 

Fair and cool. 

(Trandually things fall back-into their 
accustomed places and the c p,« arance of things 
assumes it3 plantation rather than 
its pilgrimage appearance. 

• • « . • C 

Fug n bou put in a n appearance a .bout 9:30 
this morning. I suppos-e ,he may have been 
working at the gin and was probably ’Sent over 
give me a hand. But the gin hands 
must have been staving off the e arly morning chill 
apply a d a b of fire water to their lips. In any 
event, it was obvious that F U g a bou had partaken of 
a stimulant or two and was bubbling over with talk 
not particularly animated in the direction of work. 

I asked him to cut a few 3 talks of butterfly 
lilies while 1 made a ronjid at the s tore, after 
which it was decided we would undertake . some setting 
of things to rights around theAfrican House . Ten minutes 
later, on my return from the s tore, 1 found the 
lilies properly cut, their s talks remaining on 
the grass where they had fallen, but 

never did see anything of Fug„b»u who probably 
went home to get lost in dremiand. 


by 


but 


^hat with the weather being so fine, I hrlf 
expected Blythe and «oan to put in an appearance 
b\,t I never did see them and it was just as 
well, what with the numbpr of-things 1 wanted 
to do and the number of people I had to devote some t ime 
10 . oeveral mulatto neighbors were anxious 
to make a little tour and I a m always in 
favor of having the neighbors see how things 
appea^r around the place where their ancestors 
lived and all the time spent in such 

pursuitsJfday seemed wonderfully justified in the pleasure 
it afforded the visitors, —Metoyers, Rocques and so on. 

Caroline Cloutier, — Mrs. Peter Cloutier, -called 
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Wednesday, October 18th, 1961, 


to say she had a friend, a Mrs, Metre of 
Shreveport, wht had been unable t$ g et down 
for the tour but would love to make a 
little visit, Cartlineis a young matron 
who has more s ense as to Cane River values than 
most people ^ know and it is always a pleasure 
tosee her, '■‘■'he Mrs, Moore 3 he brought with 
her in not exactly a n old resident of 

Shreveport, having lived there only four months out of 

years, —San Antonio being her native heath, 
I believe, I doubt if Caroline 

ever does anything herself in the Arts but she will, 
and think thi3 is much more important and rare, 
create, a climate wherein the Arts may flourish, 

1 

interruption ...... 

. i; HI V U '■ • 

Fug a bou, of all people, just tapped 
at my door, Re 3aid, which may be ture or 
untrue, that he had been carried off during my absence 
to. resume hi3 labors at the gin and that he had wanted 
to return my clippers. What he had really come for, 
of course, was a quick snort and that 
1 9a v c him and t sent him on his way under a star 
sp a ngled sky m 

. !• i 

J, H, and Cousin Arthur went to 
UewOrleans today to a ttend to some tax 
matters and attend a meeting of the Market Board, 

The 1 dy across the fence is taying by herself 
tonight but busy-busy, making preparati one for 
a paprty she is giving tomorrow night 
for Toosie Millspaugh whose natal 
day comes on Wednesday, 

Among the people I didn't expect to see on 
Saturday was little Miss Juanita B, who sought me 
tut in the^hana garden to say Howdy, She says 
she expects her s econd child in n bout five weeks and it 
doesn t seem h a lf so novel or exciting as did 
the prospect of having the first one, j got the 

impression she looked well and it is, of course, 
always a pleasure to see her,, . 


Memorandum: 

• » 

Fair and cool. 

One or two more days'of the present coolness 
and folks will be convinced winter has arrived 
and red flannels will be.in order. 

Some of the participants in the weekend doings 
are sniffling which is understa.idable in view 
of the lowness of the cut of some of the gowns 
and the lownes3 of the thermometer, Mrs. Walker cal led me 
for some particulars.regarding personalities and 
her voice sounded mighty husky. The Walkers 
are "Planning to move to tlicir new home 

on illiqms J^venue Friday and colds must be some thing one 
could do ^without at such a time, 

Blythe and oan appeared this afternoon, Blythe bearing 
food that well nigh wedged out the icebox, 

,-v . • 

She said she and Miriam Johnson came up thisway on 
Sunday morning and went to the Convent on . 
the opening of the food section at noon, Blythe 
tho.ght the tomalis were much .but flound the chicken gumbo 
better than qver and the meat pies equally 
del ;Ctr 2 hie , 

Jhe said site and Miri a m wanted to drop in to 
say Howdy bqt feared Celeste would insist on 
them entering as non-paying guest3 which they Jid not want 
to do and so they gave up the idea of coming entirely, 

1 his noon Fugaou appeared, having been 
sent from the gin to lend me a hand. Instead, I lent him 
a hand and a broom, conducting him over 
to Mf iana W here nobody would be likely to discover him. 

There on a bench 1 a sked him to flatten out for a few 
minutes while I would bring hym 

some borads 1 would stack against the cistern which 







From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS, #M~5889 _ in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 



VMU 


! 11420 


l ' I t' v 


11421 


Thursday, October 19th, 1961, 


I asked him to be most partic'jlar a bout 
sweeping, Of course I realised 

that in two minutes he would be asleep and, of course, 

I never went b a ck to distrub him, About five, I 
encountered him in the front garden and he 
told me he had just awakened and v 
wanted to th a nk me for having planned out 
his afternoon for him as I had, If the 3tore insists 
on sending people too high to operate the gin, 
far be it from me to be otherwise than 
cooperative• 

I take it.that J, H, and Cousin Arthur got back 
from NewOrleans shortly after dark, I had 
to pass by the front gate around 8 and was 
impressed by the illumination across the fence 
where the party for Toosie was in progress, J, H, 
wa3 at his office in the i tore writing letters, 

A two day whirl to the Crescent City with no end of business 

demanding 1(ime and energy, followed by a night at 

the office immediately on his return doesn't 

sound like a conservation of human energy but 

strong headed people are difficult to convince a bout 

such matters, 

• 

For a couple of days, Joe is in Arkansas and e veryonc 
seems vastly relieved by the ensuing quiet. It seem 3 
generally agreed by everyone that he is . 

petty much off his rocker these days and a season 
of quiet, even if but for a day or so, 
provides a measure of relaxation all a round, 

. I am hoping to get caught up 
with some of my correspondence shortly aL though 
I am woefully behind a nd shall not 
break my neck attempting to push through too much 
stuff merely to clear my desk, <. 

. - *♦ '• i •> f , £•' A I. "SCl j. •*.' i 

• 

In spite of the chilly weather, the new little 
banties 3eem to be frisky plough and are making 
the most of the sunshine during the daylight hours. 


Memorandum : 

^air and cool. 

The moon is se bright, I think I 
shall take a little turn in the Ghana garden to 
see what the Harvest Mo on is doing to present 
the spectacle in silver, And speaking 
of the Harvest Moon, I'm wondering if anyone has ever 
designated which month that moon appears. In New 
Englad, 1 suppose, it might well be September 
since harvesting is generally well under way by 
then In Louisiana I suppose . it might be 
October or possibly November, I know 
not why buf I often associate pumpkins 
and shocks of corn in connection with the harvest 
and especially with the Harvest Moon but one isn't 
likely to see pumpkins in the field or shocks of corn 
in November, F er a n j know, 

corn stalks in shocks are a thing of the past anyway, 
I suppose corn gets into a 3ilo before its 
juice has dried out a nd possibly the 
wigwam-loeking shock of corn h c s gone as 
completely from the “*merican scene as 
the wigwam itself, . 

The newspapers failed to arrive in 
today's mail but will probably 
appear on the morrow, One for¬ 
gets the subject on hich one has>written when 
time intervenes between the writing and its 
appearance in print c nd so I had to ask the first 
person to call me this morning what this 
week's effortwas all about. It wqs 
entitled An Industrious omen or some such 
a nd had to do'with Mrs, B a ntie, and a few people 
were so kind us to call and 3aytUey liked it, 

,J -he activity around the store and adjacent 
buildings wasi pressive today. It seems 
everybody for 3ever a l miles around registered 

ihjsituti 

in December, Apparently the Government is 


\ 
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Friday, October SOth, 1961, 



going to dispose of a lot of surplus food stuffs 
and although the merchents willl probably 
not be favoring this, move with too much enthusiasm, 
the recipients of same will and the tremendous 
storcage stocks ought to be reduced a little therebye. 

It was pleasant to find a letter from Helen 
in today s post • I had written her 
q a. couple of days b a ck and so I take 

it our messages must have crossed • It 
seemed to methis particular letter from her 
didn t sparkle quite so much as some but it 
is always pleasant to be hearing 
from her . One concludes from 

her references to Carolyn that the Socket never did 
get the college course on photography going, 


During Pilgrimage I met the wife' of Colonel 
Morris who is somehow connected with the 
Advertising Mart, Mrs, Morris said the Colonel 
wasnot with her as he was attending the Texas 
State fair at Dallas on Saturday and Sunday in 
behalf of Hodges G a rdens • Perh a ps that 
i3 where the Pocket and the Lost Word might be 
discovered, I had met Mrs, Morris 
once before but that is all and accordingly 
I w a s surprised when she told me her husband 
had given her a nx subscription to The “nterprise 
s* that 3he might have the Cane^iver Memo 
uhich she keeps in a scrapbook, *he and A, J, 
Hedges had better get together on that one • 


The 
bring me 

for me, 
liked but 
J.id went. on 


artist called me to say 3 he wanted to 
a picture which Mr, pipes haderdered 

one you 

here," she explained, 
told him I liked 
another one. 


"If 

he 


s Jus ' like 
got when he 


the 

was 


wmmm 


rei 

gesture involved and not the 

jom ~ ma . Jillrl M T t mmm _ • 


mist 
execution that 


Memorandum: , . 

j'air and cool. The Weather bureau took 
pains to stress the po nt this evening that 
while tltc thermometer made 74 today in Lyme, 
it didn t get out of the upper 60's 
in Louisiana, 

♦ 

I was delighted to discover the nice message 
from Lyme in today's post. It certainly 
traveled with commendable speed, 

Well can I imagine how exhausted 
little Miss Lee must feel in viewof the 

unending strain exerting itself over such a pro - v 

long stretch I ~ssume the hurricane, passing 

eastward, parallel with the coast line, must 

have contributed to if not actually caused the 

poor weather, &ven un<^er ideal skies, the pressure 

of labor would have been difficult enough to bear 

and I'm sorrythings didn't cooperate better 

to make ^things a little more palatable, 

• 

J hold the thought that there may be some let¬ 
up forthwith. If not, I hold the thought 
a respite may be taken if not proffered, After 
all, file's health is the most important 
considerati on and if others caiuiot pause long 
enough to grant this opportunityto retain 
same, l do hope little Miss Lee will help 
herself to a dab as a reminder to th se who should 
have remembered before v this late date • 

•v 

And may I 3ay how much I 
appreciate your kindness in sending along the 
clipping containing the splendid likeness if 
d>l>en§&a4§m ^Hdt^y^cjm^n^^^count of 



/ 
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D»D, barber tonight and shall inquire if 

she has seen it, —I feel sure she hasn't,- 

and what her plans are for attending the festivities 

down there, if any, it seems to me that in 

her recent letter she said something about 

passing this way the first part of November 

and since the 28th of October isn't too far 

from early November, perhaps she plans to participate. 


It was nice learning from Hobina that Carrie 
is sitting up and moving a bout in her room. Whoever 
is laying down the law, prohibiting her from 
receiving visitors or 'phone calls is certainly 
recommending the proper treatment for 
a patient like Carrie who can expend more energy 
on chatter than almost anyone I know except, 
perhaps, f>dith#yait Moore, and, come to. think 
of it, Carrie did once prove she was the 
superior of the two when, on a visit 
to Briarwood, E. W, Moore ended up 
flattened outwith pneumonia while Carrie talked 
on, J a me.s asks if I have heard from Mr, Hodges 
regardingthe Carden in tlieForest article, 4ie 
answer is ~ut No, The Hodges forte is 
making money a?id to that ejid he ha& a keen 
sense, I am sure, of approrpiate tim¬ 
ing, yls for cultivating the Arts, however, 
is sense, if any, is more on the dull side al- 
thoughtx I h ven t a doubt I shall 


receive a pretty potted asellia from him at 
Christmas time. But this very night J must 

t ?' pen ,. him a Uete > Puling off the proposed 
visit to his fine island home until after 
the holidays at t he earliest and so forestall 
any follow-up invitationto the last one on his 
part. 





0^1 il 


PI S. 

the gourd bulletin carries 
I belief H la ° pinks ' arrangement and 

tn til tlJ Zl l3 > S ' me re S er *»ce to same 
the text but of no particular interest. 
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Sunday, October 22n<}, 1961, 


Memorandum : 

0 onitnued fair, continued cool, sort of 70 by 
day, 39 at Alexandria by night, 

• * 

Any weekend I can manage o get a laugh at 
my own expense is worth noting and such was this one. 

Among the other plunder Blythe brought the other 

day was a fine container of cottage cheese. On Saturday 

of er n o on I plucked a fine tomato and an equally fine 

belle peppqr and pulled a small onion, I diced the 

tomato and belle peppar and cut a piece from the onion, 

pinched a loaf of sweet basil, seasoned the wit ole 

business with a dab of 3alt and paprika and 

then stirred the whole businessinto the 

cottage cheese and set up the whole thing in 

the ice box. About 10 o'clock 

last night when it was time for the news, I 

placed my chair along side the bed, handy to the radio, 

extracting my fine sal a de from the ice box and sat 

down with a view to having a go at some thing 

delect ble with the news, regardless of how 

unpalat a ble the latter might be. Dropping 

my fork which fell under the chair, I moved the latter 

a foot or so along the edge of the bed, picked up 

the instrument, washed it and, picking up the salde 

returned to the radio and sat down, ——to my 

astonishment, slap on the floor, — h a vi.ng forgotten I 

had moved the chair, Jell, the salade was 

wonderful, ac-tu a lly in my hair, down the front of my 

shirt and into my lap and pretty 

well dashed about the radio, night t a ble and over the 
floor. There was something so childish 
and ridiculous a bout the whole business I laughed 
so hard at myself -d fogot to see, for a moment, if I 
was &tij.l all in one piece -and discovered, Lo, that I 
was, Somebody once said in 

connection with -<• know not what, that the difference between 
he Queen of &ngla-nd and the Queen of France was just this : lb 
Queen of England always looks to see if her throne is 
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behind her before she goes to sit down, the Queen of 
France never. 1 he next time I undertake 
a salade something tells me I shall borrow something 
fromthe British Queen. 

» Celeste and I dined alone today, what 

with J. d. having gone with several R. E. A 
people ^o a funeral at Carthage , Texas, where ever that 
may be, and Joe, at the big house, declining to join 
us. 

Ihis afternoon Frances and aerry Pratt and Lucy Straughn 
or however ahe spells her name, came down for 
a little visit. -the Pratts live half way between 
Bermuda and townon the old SaintAnne Prudhomme place. 

Jerry frequently goes on jaunts with both J. H.'s 
and is typical of their type and interest. I was 
acco dingly mildly surprised when Jerry told me 
he never misses a .Cane xt iver Memo, which just goes 
to show what unexpected readers I somehow round up. He 
said the ones he liked best i?t the past few 
months were Exit the Axe, a bout 
Mitchell, and the one a bout . 

Urs . -M^iybie . He was perfectly delighted 
when, at j.ust that moment, I pointed to the 
front gallery where at ,that t aritcular moment, 

Mrs. B ntie .and her little ones c.hanced to be 
passing. 

On Saturday, Ban's wife, June, called me from 
their residence in Mecque Park, saying she wondered if they 
could get some nandina plants to screen the back of their 
lot and spider lilies, —she meant Guernseys, and 
ginger lilies, -she meant butterfly, —to 
plant around their house. I responded .saying that 
October is the ideal time for transplanting nandina and 
that we had plenty of it. As for the bulbs, 1 recommended 
she move t ose in March and thus have flowers this coming 
year . If the bulbs weremoved now, they would 
have to wait two years for blossoms. 

«*»« 
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Monday, October SZrd, 1961. 


Memorandum : 

Fair and cool. 

It was first dark before the folks arrived 
from the store for supper, —pecanes holding up 
the accustomed routine. 

I noticed a secretary arriving before 
supper began and so I moseyed over to *ucca to tell him 
not to wait regardless of the fact that there was 
some mail but none of it appearing to be of 
prime interest, A while b a ck I had promised the secretary 
a pair of banties but because neither of us 
were very adept at catching any of them except 
the tame ones ± want to keep, it wasn't until 
this evening that I was successful. Accordingly, even 
though the letters remained unread, the secretary 
didn't go home empty handed and it was 
wonderful to see how tickled was the secretary 
with his prize ,. 

At coffee this morning, 1 learned I was 
luckier last night than I had realized. 

I guess it was around 3even when I said Goodnight 
across the fence. Half an hour later, 

Celeste had slipped into a house jacket 

and J. H. into his pajamas when Lol 

they had company, —Sister talking v ery loud 

and two women of Shreveport with her, the party 

h a ving spent the weekend in BatonRouge. I 

askedno particulars and was thankful my 

luck in that quarter had been with me, 

> < - ■* — 

The Hysterical Ladies, probably under 
the inspiration of Thelma made quite 
a friendly gesture today by sending me 
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all the cash from Pilgrimage sales of cook books, 
pictorial plates, note paper and 30 o?i which was certainly 
most generous of them, I need scarcely 

that I immediately deducted the costs 
of this merchandise to me and bounced back the 
balance as their just and lawful profit. They 
seem to t ake the position that it is Melrose on the 
our that makes it a success and somehow they got 
tne idea that without vie 9 Melrose weuldii 9 t 
be §n the tour tr even bimply wouldn't be and 
that therefore, as a gesture of appreciation they 
think it would be nice if they retained profits from 
other sources with everything on Cane &iver sales 
going to me, I certainly appreciate 
the , kind ness inspiring the gesture but you may eadilu 
understand that while doing everything I can for 
the supcess of the organisation, I do not intend 
absorbing the profits from the sales they make, 

■ftcirca inclines to get her way in many things simply 
by brushing a side opposition, In the present 
instance, powever, she finds herself dealing with 
a mule which is awfully difficult to brush aside. Smile, 


Jhat with cotton rolling and pecanes beginning 
torespond to Newton s law, money was easy on 
the weekend and things got going quite 
frolicsome-like at the honkey-tonk. The 
highest pitch, my agents report, was when some 
rough customers from Cloutierville began taking 
pot siots and some of the local swains 
a?id tfte artist, being present, sought shelter behind 
a heater as the gun play got started, and had 
considerable difficulty getting herself 

r/LV"; dov : ° Utmng 
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Memorandum: 

i t j *1 ' zj - 

Fair and mild, 



Th erje is no question about it, the lady 
from Lake Geneva h a s style in the a y she relates 
9 a story, I a m enclosing what I hope is but the 

first of several other reports concerning her 
jaunt to^urope and 1 only regret that in this first 
we only got her through her first night on European 
soil, 

khile I think of it, — a nd 1 must 
, remember to write the same thing to James, — 

I wanted to report on a news cast yesterday morning 
out of Shreveport where theState Fair is in 
progress, Monday being, according to old custom, 
known as egre Lay, I suppose, following the 
Civil ’far, a special - day was recommended, not so 
much for the negro to attend as was the hope that 
he might select the special day thus designated and 
absent himself on other days. Veil do I 
recall how James once wrote he could remember 
as alittle boy being on the plantation up 
in the v elta and how he pe rsuaded his father to 
take him to the Memphis, d guess it was Memphis, 

Fair on negrjt day when people had more fun, 

t " ~ «. * 

All. this in preface to the news item over 
Shreveport wherein the Chief of Polic of 
Shreveport solem ly announced that 
5 , an V boycott of the fair by negroes on Negro L a y 
c woulcf be cracked down on by the police. This 

didn t seem to make any sense at all and I wondered 
how the police proposed . to crack down on the citizens 
t is they failed to manifest any interest or intention 
-- t r •/ attending eh fair which most certainly isn't 

incumbent upon anyone to attend, 

, ^nt that s the way the new item was delivered over 

V 


K • 1 -t 
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a ud was repeated half way through the 15 minutes 
newscast, The same subject came up for 
a repeat at noon and after some s taggering iround, 
the newscaster finally got the thing straight * what 
the police had really threatened to do was to 
carck down t not on negroes boycotting 
ohe fair , but rather any negroes who might 
picket the fair, urging others to boycott itk which 
is certainly somewhat different, 

At coffee this morning, I found a couple 
of bookmobile ladies from town, pausing for a 
da b of brew as they touredthis part of the 
Parish, and a third lady of the Li'-rury Baton 
Rouge office f and how she happened to arrive at this 
betid of the river at the same time, I know not, 
■ L hcB a tonReu e lady didn't h a ve so much b w a y of 
news but did allow a s how Sayr a h Irwin Jones was 
currently on vacation but nobody knew where as 3he 
had kept her point of vacation a secret which 
sounds alright to me, 

■ L he bookmobile ladies had brought a copy 
of thet coper, book on Louisiana 
houses^which I turned through hurriedly, 

J don't even know what title it bears, I 
noticed a likeness of Melrose and 
another of the^frican ho use but neither were 
exceptional although alright, What the 

text had to s ay about them, I know not, —the buildings, 

that is. As for the book itself, what it proposes to 

cover, I know not either but I gather it must 

be somewhat wide o scope a »d not limited to 

any particular section for I noticed Parl a nge, 

m.-t he JlewRoads a rea, Rienzi down x hibede a ux way , 

and 1 discover 1 have forgotten how to spell the 

name of that town, l he format of the book is 

about that of hosts Along the Mississippi, 

but there is no further resemblance, it seemed to me, — 

merely the general size, 

I haven't heard from Natalie since 
PMgrimqge, i wonder what ever happened V v 

«»d 4 

Win *pr ila ?c“- - 


Wednesday, October 85th, 1961, 


Memora dum j 


Pair and a little too warm, 

A dizzy day, meaning it was busy piled on busy. 

In a way it reminded me of yesterday noon 
when I arriped from dinner to find not one 
but two secretaries awaiting me and theservice 
man who gives the, house across the fence, the big house 
and lucca a thorough gowig over with sprays once monthly, 

I had a lo for the secretaries to do, requiring my 
undivided attention with them separately and I like 
. to make a round with the sanitation man to s ee all draws 
, end armoirs are open and in a condition to receive hiswares , 

today there were people and people 
and sometimes a strong arm to give me an hour's 
labor requ iring my presence if anything was to 
be donewi hout wrecking other things, and people 
from thither and yon with whom 1 didn't want to bother 
but who, out tf co urtesy to friends in town, 

I woul give sf my time while they, unknowingly 

were cheating me of the l a bor of my field hands and so 

on andso forth, 

the morning mail brought a fat letter from 
‘theBluff which I never did getaround to open, for 
today s date is that of the natal anniversary of a 
secretary who should have a d a y of respite, 1 thought, 
along witha little gift and so it was, 1'he same 
mail brought a package, shaped like a big suit box, 
wliich the clerk, in handing me, opined that it looked 
like and was he~vy enough to contain a winter's wardrobe. 


1 opened it late this e veiling and .disocer 

b .«'3£ 0 lr» hmMtxmn %m jiM.ught 


red the conten s 


tick 
t work 


.b da n. 
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I caught sight of a black spper jacket, some 
corduroy shirts and so on, interruption. . 

Well, speaking of a ngels, I just answered 
the 'phone and discovered it to be fromBatonRouge, 

I had quite a long talk with James, Kay and then James, 

Kay confided that they were planning to get upt this 
wpyagain within a week or two, They, seemed to 
be slap happy and apparantly were calling just for fun, I 
believe they call The D luff nightly and I suppose they merely 
followed up South Carolina with Louisiana, 1 hey didn t 
seem to have anything in particular on their respective 
minds but merely an impulse to chat, 

I am impressed by the amount of radio 
racket engineered at present by the lunatic fringe, 
largely from Oklahoma, Arkansas a»d sections of Texas, fulminting 
against the baited States being in the u nited nations, 1 assume 
this is, so far as the nation is concerned, merely 
hot air. The area seems to t reed individuals 
of the type, made infamous by the late junior 
Senator from"iscons in, with controver y being the 
fare on which they seem to thrive. They constantly 
harp on Communism and sin and spend c bout 99 
percent of their broadcast time nightly, not on denoucning 
Communist personalities but rather a boun casting doubt 
on the devotion of American leaders instead. It is 
all si much along the McCarthy patter,* one can but be 
thankfulthey haven't as yet been able to elevate 
a ny politicians, except pssibly Senator ± ower of Texas, 
to posts of importance on the nation scene, 

J; # i J.# ^ 'Vi * I* '' 

On th$ home front, the demand from both local 
'and towns folk for pumpkin shape gourds increases as 
Haloeen approaches, Because of the unusually 
damp summer, the Louisiana pumpkin crop went 
to pieces before it had developed very far. What 
with gourds being the nearest thing to pumpkins for Jack'o 

nv deamdc*»»f^»s.a.0* at some mil a "“ t,ience 
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Thursday, October 26th, 1961, 


Memorandum : 

Fair and cool. 

At t he coffee hour, I had an opportunity to 
turn through the picture book of L ouisiana houses 

by Cooper of Matches, Miss, and dL though there was an opportunity 

to get but a single page read, —the one carrying a likeness 

of the big house, --T was impressed by the information 

set forth, I always favor- publications carrying pictures of 

old houses and although I deplore the insinformatien 

in the para raph explored, I think the fact that the 

pictures get into book for is a good thing. From 

what was read, I gather the material was culled from 

Harnett T, Dane's Plantation Parade with a dab of 

phraseology from the pen of EdithWyatt Moore, The 

word, —andl know not how it is spelled, but sounding like 

"colonnettes", referring to the upper gallery supports, 

is a Moore favorite and, for all I know, of her creation, 

I have run across it in other descriptive material 
of hers, as for errors, one, i 3 given to 
understand that Grundpere Augustin settled Melrose wbiich 
we know isn't true and, of course, he never owned Melrose, 

There is also a reference to his son, Louis, and that is off 
the track, too, since Louis was his brother, I don't 
recr.llothcr errors except that it puts Miss 
Cammie's first appearance at Melrose in 1899 
whereas we know it was a year earlier, • 

t 

.4s for the pictures themselves, they are alright but 
probably because of the excellence to which we are accutomed 
on this subject through the lense of the 
Rocket, they don't appear exceptional and there is 
something-bout the type of paper used that doss;: t seem 
to do the ultimate of justice to any of n 

the re productions, In spite of such conside rat ions, however, 

I a m'glad the book has been brought out since we shall never have 
too mniy likenesses of these monuments to yesterday's 
civil izatlon. 













Francois Mignon Papers, #M-3889 


Friday, October 87th, 1961 


Memorandum : 1 

Fair and mild • 

I was slap happy zo see a let 
little Miss Dormon in today's post 
be on the mend if she is up to pus 
heartening, too, in being G ble to 
R *bin a 3 fine appearance • I must 
along to the latter , 


The letter from Heui^berita was 
a surprise in that-I had supposed I had advised Betty 
and F-eith 1 would not be a ttending .the dedication 
ceremonies this weekend, —feeling that I-had 
written them on^eptember 2%th at the same time T advised 
Ihelma and John but appa rantly I didn't . 

• 

always, the letter from la*pinks 
isinvorating and I'm glad 3 he sent along 
the snapshots so you may get a notion as to 
her appearance . “he is inclined to be a little below 
average in height, perhaps a little shorter 


>Vhat impressed me most a bout tonight's radio 
news was a quote from the Yice President, speaking 
mj'lorida, and concerning himself about just the kind 
of an tij-Adminis trati on boradcasts I had mentioned 
m yes t,erday 's memo • It a lways seems asontishing to 
me that men, passing for preachers and smart enough 
to round up big money, prob a bly from 
sources 3uch a s H, L % Hunt, haven t the brains 
to see that by weakening public confidence in 
the overnment, they are actually playing right into 
the hands of the very Communist forces they cl a im and 
1 believe, they abhor • 1 suppose there is 

as much a strain of insanity in such cases as there a? 
m those of people fromStalin straight down the line i 
wor like mao^to maintain advantageous, positions, 
whether on Governmental or private citizen level andai 
the same time go out of their way to dump over board 
tons upon tons good will without the possession of whi 
their postii onis jeopardized to the point of disaster . 


I am glad for °. H.'s sake that Joe has been away 
for 48 houry since his absence gives everyone a breather 
when he isn t present, Celes.te mentioned this 
morning .that she had passed by PccanePark yesteday where 
Joe s ho,use is supposed to be rising But she 
saw no evidenceof industry and understood that Joe ha 3 
kept firing carpenters until he seems to h a ve run out of them 
entirely.artist called me tonight, bubbling over with 
local gossip, some of which ± had heard, some of which I hadn't 
Her neigghbor, Hin- D riw, i 3 

being visited by her daughter, son in law a nd half a dozen 
of their childre, all just back from 2 or 3 years 
in Tripoli or Lybi a or whatever they call that present d z y king, 
I forget Jout American bases scattered i round the world until 
people appear from such unexpected places . I had heard 
about the return of these folks from Hina's son, ^Willie, 
who had passed this way in the afternoon . The artist reported 
that a long 3 bout 4 o'clock, Willie a nd K, D, Pe a ce got into 
some sort of a scuffle and K, p. crowned Villie with 
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did what I could to sooth L helma's feel ings a?id suggested 
a Carmen -reazeale Hay might he organised sometime 
during the Spring when the whole town, officially and 
unofficially, could render homage to the"lady in 
question , L helma thought that a good idea and probably 
after that has been engineered. Carmen will be named 
next year's Woman of the Year anyway, By then Carmen will 
be only 73 and as she seems to drink from 
the same fountain as the local rtist and 
seems to grow younger rather than older each 
successive twelth month, she will, Strangely enough be more 
youthful and bibbling over 'with more vim 
a d vigor then than now. 

Carmen called and said Edith Porter is being retired 
from Steel on the 1st of Hovember, I thought Edith 
h n d been threatening volontary retirement 'for a 
yearx or two and so this newstatus shouldn't 
upset her too much, My impulse 'Was to write 
her a letter of congratulation but as I-have written her 
a couple of times recently, perhaps I would do better 
to hold b a ck m L cor espondence ■until I have heard from 
her or until Hovember 1st has arrived and she has had 
a chance to adjust herself to her newroutine, 

It was Homecoming vay in tfatchitoches for the 
colored PighSchool and Carmen reported a n exhilerating parade, 
with many sbhool b a nds from all a round and floats that 
weretop notch, °he said the way the bands 
played, the zip the marchers put into their strides was 
really something that couldn't be equalled by 
a ny other segment of society which suggests Carmen 
,has come along ways in the past few years. 


h^ve 


Although there are no visitors these dan s,. .1 see 
- t - t nUite a few , 1 oday there were one 'XI 

couple from San Fran c isc o , another fromAustin, Texas, 
The latter, the Shows, h a ve been here before . 
in town yesterday, making a leisurely trip to 
and called to see if they could purchase some 

l U C U COlllfi-. It "L "hit nil ’hh 00 7 * > 1 / 77 * P A M r* m * • m - 4 - — 


m to 


,J -hey were 
Hew Orleans, 
pecanes, 



the 


another 


vme. 


trust.. 
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Sunday, October 29th, 1961, 


Memorandum : 

Fair to partly cloudy and mild, 

A letter in Saturday's post fromBatonPeuge 
indicated that K a y and James would be in Natchitoches 
on Sunday afternoon, Jampot one for 
divulging other people s plans and so when I talked 
with 1 , 3,Willard oast night, I did not mentioned 
the note. She mentioned that she would 
be in town for two or three days a nd I thought it 
time enough for the Pegisters to contact her if they 
had in mind to do so and I was sure they would but I 
Bcft it for them to acquaint her of their presence, 

r Tllis fterneon between four and five, Blythe and Miriam 

.. °ohnson appeared. They had spent the afternoon 

at the c amp and brought with them no end of delect a bles 
currently gracing my ice box, 

Blythe , is lookingold but okviously 
her spirit continues gay and herinclination to 
keep hitting on a hundred fronts gones on without 
a ny slackening, S tme thing as a natural consequence 
has to give and it is her appearance, especially the 
curve in her back at the base of her neck, reminding 
me so yiuch of Miss Cammie in her latter 
years, —a line which the artist invariably introduces 
into her female figures when she i ants to convey 
theimpressi on of advanced age, 

I m a y have mentioned that on Sunday night, _ was it 

last week or the week before, last week, I guess, that Sister 
and a couple of women had dropped in at the house 
across the fence after that household had prepared for bed. Well . 
it 3eems on the Friday preceeding that Sunday, 

Blythe had encountered Sister in Alexandria 
and Sister was high,, Blythe was some place shopping and 
on returning to her car, passed a bar from which in 
raucous tones, somebody, —Sister, of course, began 
shoutings "Blythe Band, ygu know x love you more than 
d l yone else m this world", etc., etc. 












From the Francois Mignon Papers, flM-5889 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIP 


XI S> 


• 11438 


Blythe didn't line a ny of the set up but 
accepted the introduction of the two baQ 3 acc ompan yinq 
bister and somehow in t he midst of it, Sister wanted 
something in her purse but declared the man behind the 
bar had her pocketbook, etc., *tc. Blythe told 
Sister she was sorry to see her in such a state and 
a.3ked which of the three might be driving .♦ As one of the 
bajs allowed as how she w a s, Blythe told . Sister that 
it was a pity for her to brage into Baton Bouge 

tUere in tfle condition she was in and 
suggested that Sister spend the night with her and 

join the others inBaton H t uge on the morrow. Blythe ought 

, t iC l W V ll i be sin 9 in 9 Psalms to a dead mule and J 
oistcr declared she and her friends were oagktx out for fun and 

•f courae tU *V all going on. a nd h a ve more fun.. * S 

said that Frances °ack had been spending a couple 
of days with her in^lexandria and said Carrie was cooking P 
up some plan to persuade Mrs. Edgar B. Stetern to give her 
ack the originals of a flock of flower paintings 

nnV'V Pa i!*S d J 0r the Stearn * •» commission or express 
order and for which the Stearns had had a couple of extra 

rooms built ,n iheir Mew rleans home to house the 
sawe. I can t imagine asking for these under 
the circumstances and 1 cannot ia a ginc Mrs. Steam 
giving them up. 

James called just a s Blythe was leaving and came down 
while Kay was resting, picked me up and we dined at 
the own Mjvse and it was a ll very pleasant. When 
he arrive g here, ^ames was touting a big package which 
turned out to be more clothing which was certainly 
kind of him but for which 1 haven t the vaguest 
use, wonderful items but what am J going to do 
with more hats, threewoven caps that will roll to rest a top 

U A ad ' r . P ul i * dwn tver tUe ears, a splendid tacket 
with attached hood, excellent for hunters of which 
I a* net one, more belts,,etc., etc, so if 1 
suddenly to m a ke a dash for the North Pole, I am 

At the restaurant, Carmen came to our t a ble and chatted, 
and finally we got b a ck here and they came in and now it 

- • • • * ■ -i i --X i.1J 
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Monday, October 30th, 1961. 


Memorandum : 

r artly cloudy and warm. 

I didn t g et around to mention yesterday 
that Natalie called in the fternoon and we had 

? uite a .nice little go at things.. She re- 
orted that J-ulane had held up sending the trunscripti ons 

of the Lafcadio letters to u Dr. Mattas for the sole reason 
that the machine (doing the' work was being used 
for some must stuff and that the material would 
be forthcoming shortly. Neither she nor 1 have 
h&ard from D. Ellegood, Esquire, and I have dropped 
him a letter asking t"Hwat Ho". 

She reporteth further thpt she has liked 
the pieces inCane xi iver Memo about Mr. Mcd-rew, 

Madam Banty, etc., and things, if the phrases 
having propagando intent, were simply eliminated, somebody 
would want to publish them. My first thought 
about that was to the effect that the elimination of 
such phrases could not be accomplished 
without re-writing the sentences and perhaps would 
- require re-arranging of the articles. °he thinks not. Porb a 
Probably she is right since she has read them and 
I haven t but my guess is that although 
the articles themselves will appear 
harmless enough to readers in the future, they are 
pt the present time in the region where they are 
read quite frought with dynamite and possibly their 
primary value, if any, lies inthis subtle introduction 
of viewpoints that in the Southern press of 
today could never K been published • 

The laugh of of conversation came when she told 
me she had bumped into the Knipmeyers who had told her 
about me parking my hips unexpectedly on the floor and 
at the same time by a deft gesture, succeeding in getting 


$ 



-a 


i 
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Tuesday, October 3 1st, 1961. 


the salade into my perruke , for that reminded her 

*S a time a long time back when, after 

reading in bed, she get 3 leepy and teek off 

hc-r glasses, helding them in her hand for a few mements, 

and then thinking they might get breken, sheuld she n 

r*Ii ever en them, reached eut and placed them en 

the seat ef a nearby chair. After G nap she arese and 

getting up and preparing te put en her 3 hees, sat 

down ef the glasses te disastereus effect en them. 

t t • 

I was amused teday when Carmen called te 
say hew glad she had been te see me and my friends at 
the L own House, he said that when James 
1 h a d entered after K a y and I were already at eur table, he 
had spoken te her but that,she had net intreduced him 
te her sister end brother-in-law, as she wanted te de 
for a very silly reason• 

"You,new, she explained" that I neverferget 
names but at just that moment, while I 
was in full possession of them, I- ceuldn t re¬ 
member if his name w a s James Sterling Pipes or 
aames Pipes Sterling." 

t. I allowed as how that s the way things ge some¬ 
times a nd never mentioned the word Register • I 
think both K a y and ^ames will like that when I tell 
them tomorrow night. t 

; i i v . : 

hey called this neon, saying they w ere 
seeing Madam Milisp a ugh to look ever property 
m torn after 3 e 'clock and that they had 
invited I. S. u ill a rd fer supper and hoped 
I might join them. I declined but said 
i sheuld be delighted te break bread with them 
tomorrow night 

alts sst 

seen a ble to catch her breath....... 


Memorandum : 

Cloudy and warm. 

■ . ■ • 

. 1 he hour appracches midnight and the hob-goblins i re 

jL/^broad, 1 suppose, the cattle kneeling as in prayer and the 
1+irits ef the departed are emerging from their graven, no 
doubt* 

In the b a sse-c»ur, hale'een get going early 
or at least a couple . of the peaceckes and all the pheasants teek 
r* ,s p \ rit * even as did the guineas and, for the life, ef me, 

I ceuldn t figure eut at firet what was biting them. Only 
the tfig peacock who consorts with the guineas 
• didn t seem te notice rfi j /thing usual and he came 

flying down from his pc ch in a neighboring te ree when 

I appeared with breakfast. a e remained te break his fast bu 

the guineas, in his wake in arriving, caught sight 

of me and fled in terror. Among the other 

feat he red friends, the same consternation reigned. 

he big eld peacock always comes to greet me and take 
his feed from my hand but this morning was different. One gl a nce 
af me and he turned tail and flew into tfhe Unicorn Reuse. I 
looked myself ever a nd sicevered I wasn t wearing R a lleeen mask but 
i did have en a corduroy k a ki shirt and- 1 concluded 
the intensity of the corduroy must have produced the 
startling effect on the brids' eyes. To test to 
see if this migfct be the correct assumption, 1 returned to 
Yucc a and denned a redish brown shirt, much louder but 
perhaps net so intense, being of ordinary material, and returned, 
a nd peace and normality returned and everybody had breakfast 
and the world was alright. 

4 ) i \ J 0 ' - vi J 

^^^0James called at noon and asked if he and kay might 

down within the hour. 1 hey might, as a matter effect, they 
did. ite spent most of the next two or three hours in t he^hana garden 
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Wednesday , November Jtortf, 2962. 


Memorandum: 


Fair and warm. 


a/ter which we went to town where ± wanted to pick up some of 
the^huna folders distributed at Pilgrimage, h c ving in 
mind to enclose one of these with e a ch of the'tiles, — 
when and if. J-hen we drove out to look at the 

pr ° i:>ert V ± C*u2d make somesuggestions about planting 
but the an was already down and I couldn't get a nywhere much ° 

lLV ned .J‘i T* •" te the ^ ^- aT.fpU^.urs 

chat, after which «^a mes brought me home. 


that the search for likely residences 
several that appear just perfect t o 


It seems 
has turned up 

James but not a ay . Like a. j. Hodges, she'' seems to 
be of the procrastination type when it comes to investing 

l Jinf r i- t> 'h erty alth9U 9 ii , it is Said on excellent authority that she 
might be purchasing homes in several cities or country^locations 
think 6 r all ^ ht . est distruhniice to her very considerable V empire . I 

ft fj a Z\i\\VT red , ‘I retU , rn U the apart*, ,1 Jd 

I* tu ' somewhat prolonged mental processes „bout 

real estate investments l a bor through to a conclusion/ 

2 interested to learn th t Farley's first wife is 

sZool Wl /t e . e/ r,/ a J ley . * S Ue Un ^srsity of Mississippi Law 
school, It seems odd the first husb a nds' first name and ^ 

the second husband s la st name should h,^been the same. 

Sv th i f SSt + C#ast Uas cooled considerably toward la Storm 
after the best east learned the Hast ('‘oast V»ad sold HieBluff 

t ay * 4 .i I ™ ust 3a V there is something to the point ^ 

that with all the hundreds and thousands ./acres ./ land in 
South Carolina, Alabama and the Gulf Coast, it is 

?* P be straining so hard at a few'hundred feet 
of land in the local Parish, J 

h ,+ l/< p 3U i ly i t . had been decided-to remain here until alona 
about inday but as nothing wa3 being accomplished 9 

real "taU and as J ' XpecU i t. b'\us V .nul.rf m m ' - 

afternoon with plantation things.and on x hursdny morniW/^tt 
“**'* b'cr'taria! a'si'ta:,", tl.'re t *u cl p.int ^^ 

m remaining and probably the return to n 
PatonRouge will take place on the morrow, *nd now I 
must fold up and anticipate a return to normalcy 
in the daily routine section for the balance of the week . 


w 


i th ot 
"sit 


I gather the Registers left for 
I haven t heard from them and their 


alt ough I 
took to be 

could have 
seldom are 
determine 


home today, 
departure 

is based solely on assumption, °omebody did call 
me around 8 o'clock this morning but 

could hear the faint sound of what I 
that of a woman’s voice, I doubt if it 
been Kay's since I believe the R-gisters 
a-stir so early, I couldn't 
if the person calling to hear my voice and 
suggested a nothcr attempt be made to contact 
me in hope of getting a clear connection but I 
heard nothing more on that score. 

» 

:• rom Ed. Mills of Freeport, Texas, came 
a copy of the Hoston Chronicle's magazine 
section, dated October 29th, carrying 

an article about Melrose c )id enumerating Marie Therese, 

* iss Cammie and Madam Runter as being three women who had 

exerted influence on the plantation. There 

were five or six illustrations on the two page spread, 

old photos of the big house a »d the African House and 

the balance are the ones-with whieft you are 

familiar, —the artist and me in the&hana 

neighborhood, as taken by Uhrb n ch in u eptember or 

whenever. I think the Chronicle could have published 

the piece prior to the October 14th and 15th tour for it 

does seem somewhat pointless to run the thing a couple of 

weeks after the pilgrimage had beencarried out a nd folded up. 

I should think Dm Dm Garber might g$t me 

a clipping a s quickly a s Freeport but there 

was certainly no rush of a nxiousness oh my 

part to get a copy. 

1 helma called this noon to give me some 
notion asto what sort of a report she intended giving 
the Hysterical Ladies this afternoon a nd I told her a bout 


the Houston^hr onicle 
paper a week 


noDody had 


or 

ever 


article and a bout the one in the Dallas 
so before the tour and it seems, 3 he aid, 
told her about the Dallas one. -Oie truth 


is, 1 believe, that she a nd Carmen are altoays 


/ 
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running 
ne ither 
listens. 


t ings jointly a nd 
ever' says anything 


I gather 
to which 


that 

the ether 


Just as ray secretary appeared this afternoon and w e 
down to glance through what struck me as quite a few 
kut a ll of the letters of scant premise, a 
tap en the deer and there was Juanita B. 1‘hat knecked 
thesecretarial conference a nd I sat with Juanita en 
V 16 J r l nt 9 cllery for a ceuple of heurs, 
doing the Hcnrys c ?id bubbling bout pleasant 
nothings. She says she expects her b n by on 
November 85th She reported that Joe is cress 
with everybody, including Pat a nd gets mighty unhappy 
when he, Joe, asks Pat for an opinion ajid 
Pat voices anything ether th a n precisely 
what Joe wants to hear. 

Night belfore last, something was said on the radio 
seeming to imply that Anthony Armstrong Jones had 
been raised to the peerage but whatever was 
siad mentioned no title and, at best, it was merely 
an implication. A s I am a fairly faithful 
radio listener and as I haven't, heard anything 
*n this subject, i assume my inference may 
h c ve been incorrect. I a sked two or three people - 


sat 


out 


but nobody seemed to know 
I would mention it to you 
caS a title was be-stowed 
what it was, don't b a ther 


anything nbout it. I thought 
who never misses anything. In 
and you do not chance to recall 

. f -- a bout looking it up 

for it doeui t matter anyway and surely something will 
be mentioned about it if the name app urs on the 

r l ~ t » 1 2* + r A U the .J e . a L r those honored by the Hueen and 
soiree 9 . * lt exi3t8 > - from that 

I an comparatively alone tonight, what with 


l e folka t-m tmn**. 


/t _ 11 1 M m» J - — — — - 


31-Mi 
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Thursday, November 8nd, 1961. 


Memorandum : 

:L here certainly wa3 lots of weather today. It was 
around 70 and cloudy at dawning, i'he thermometer went up and 
a jew shafts of sunshine appeared and then disappeared. 

It was a little c bove 80 before noon. According to 
the 'leather^ureau in Shreveport it was 80 there 
at 11*05 a»n. and then, within 
55 minutes the thermometer tumbled 80 degrees. 

It w a s somewhat like that here but it took the 
cold front a bout 3 or 4 hours to get here, a nd with 
the cold came lots of wind and rain and that combination 
set the pecanes to falling and sixty seven thousand 
pouds were piecked up before darkness fell and 
darkness came early. 

J • 11 • telephoned from New Orleans to ask about 
' conditions and said he would fly b a ck tonight. 

Celeste will remain through tomorrow and return with the 
Lester Hughes companions. 

On my return from thp Post Office, I noticed that 
the butterfly lily I had plucked to insert in 
today's mem or yesterday ' s, must have fallen out 
of the envelope. I had quite a few letters, all sealed, save 
the one for little Hiss Lee, and as I was hustling along, I 
nearly stumbled over Low Paul a^d at that spot, on 
my return, 1 noticed the butterfly lily on the ground. The 
absence of the flower may have suggested the season was over 
but we shall have at least another day of them before the 
real cold arrives to cook what remains. 

Two or three pages inside today's Enterprise, at the 
bottom of the page, is a group picture, struck by I. S. 
Hillard, during Pilgrimage. It doesn't look 
like much of a picture to t me, so x far as making 
it possible for anyone to identify those appearing 
in the shot. I believe June Prudhomme Nixon, B c vid 
and the Knorblocks are present but I doubt if 


you will be a ble to get any notion of their 


■' \ 


/ 
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J‘ac.ia.1 outlines. I believe the calico vest and necktie 
1 waj wearing doesn't show to advantage but perhaps 
you my get some notion of its ge eral cut. 

i * < 

The merjiing radio new3 spoke of mild rumpuses 
going on in Shreveport, Jackson and Atlanta over 
desegregating bus terminals which seems to have 
contiined a few readers of Cane iver Memo in the 
piece under some such title as n Distrubers of the Peace" or 
some such. I am told a shock ran up and down 
tfic spine of some readers, --those advocating a 
mamtance of status quo and I suppose nbout 
tomorrow the brickbats will start flying. 


Carmen called this morning. I'i n sure the column didn't 
help her get the day started right for I'm qite sure 
she would disapprove of everythin-g I said if she didn't , 
as is generally the Case, skim through it with such speed thai 
she ojten fails to get the point. She Wanted to give 
me .3 report on the board meeting of the Hysterical 
Radies yesterday. I didn't pay.much attention 
to what she said because I wasn't much interested 
in <,hc things that fascinated and maddened her, especially 
at that stage of the meeting when Thelma, as President 
callfd for suggestions and criticisms and 
some lady named B a neth, —that that isn't the way 
it sounds or is spelled, opined that in her opinion, 
it would be well for the ladies to employ a professional 
pu lie relations person on the next go-round. Somebody 
piped up that that would cost a bou five hundred 
dollar^ and I recalled that Carmen had objected 
to the ocket being paid $18 5. I didn't opine a nythinq 
when Carmen reeled off the stuff. »he reports e a ch 
house appearing on the tour will receive $88.92. That 
strikes me as being a silly figure, especially*as 


that would le a ve over 
Association's f n vor. 


a thousand bucks in the 
It seems to me it uo uld have 








Friday, ovember 3 rd, 2962. 


Memorandum : 

Yesterday's inch of rain was followed by a cloudy 
morning a nd a chill that persists and will-sag to 36 
toinight und$r clear skies. 

* • S. 

Charles Cynningham's mother, long apatient in 
a nursing home in south Louisiana, died last night 
and, it is said, will be buried tomorrow in Natchitoches. 
^harles instructed his newspaper to remain open today, 
explaining his mother would have wanted that way. 

I wonder how the funeral will fit in with other doings 
planned in town for the morrow since it is Home Coming Day 
at the college and there are always festivities planned 
for the e,'.tire day a »d a great many people, planning on 
participating in the morning parade, luncheon, football game 
a - 1 reception activities will find their scheduled requiring 
a radically different type of observation somehow injected 
into the agenda. «, 

, the Shreveport operators of the local water system 
spent the day here, finishing up their job. 

They were, just preparaing to pull out at 5:30 when 
I dropped by to see them, asking when the water system 
for Yucca, was to b e turned on. \hey said all the 
water system had been turned on for over an hour. On 
investigation, it w a s discovered that qZ though 
. the new system had been properly set up and the 
trenches covering the pipes will feilled in? • 
they had forgotten to provide a connection for the 
pipes leading to Yucca and to the pipes leading to 
the west bathroom in the big house. ,As it was 
gorwing dark, no, attempt was made to do anything 
a bout this round of plumbing and so the 
workmen sailed off for Shreveport and I got a bucket 
of water from the big iron pot. I shrf. 1 be 
^glad when there's water flowing again. • • 
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Pcr/.aps one line got imposed on another in the foregoing. 
" ,iat 1 w <* s saying had to do with more clippinas 9 9 

C 'y’l 9 to A aud toda V fromuarieus directions, including 
one from Sterling * ua ns of Houston, telling me 
he wanted the original Land of Uncle x om Painting 
which the artist did for the i Hus t ratio/used in 

mhn+ V i P 'i 23led hiv \ in the Past by not coming forth with 

TinL h/h Z a f 9 ° de ? ided he wanted b V *ay of a picture . 

hllVw^theui / n^JL l - 8 + aV m ' re UaH tUce to the artist’s 
m/ „! ?•! ut any assistance on my part, it seems to me he 

Toi niiir/r* V a 9 a . in and fl c ve her Paint a L a nd of Uncle 

h a"a murals and a flock of smaller ones. 1°have J 
saown one or another of the latter to Mr. Evans but, 
for some reason known only to himself, he.is determined to 
n a ve the one used in the note paper but why he is 
so adamant about that particular one, I can't imagine • 

h in/+ U i\ aS lt Le3t kord liad tlie original the 

as it ma!, eW 'f? /i maV haUe ii! 3tiU $r ma V not • Be that 

Sr". 5 ?i.f Sti “ ^ U >' aM 

1/ i’V rr •. v i ’. #f 1 « ^ 

• 

Sout/er/VZl 1 ° r X ^ er i euoe . •rnake so m a ny adventures with 
I wanted J V a*homed t. bore you with a, other. 

thi*V+ °* iHard s street number a bov.t 1 : 30 
*. h 2 ^ e * ,n and so dialed her number, —3235. to 
ask the 3 ’/e U s ti t n l ke 3evue ‘ lt wswered and I started to 
a voice laid .Si $U I mUtUal astonishment, 

.— 

■ nu uft.VciI'ft.n"".} Xt'cZu?'" 

3t* £• °* lll ard servent and I completed out conversation 

l ‘g uin 9 ‘t tiling tt de with 
l * Wf*m g a,'Mr ; J va , l3 ullen ht reoeiues my 
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Sunday, November 5th, 1961. 


Memorandum s 

A little on the clamy, chilly side, with an inch 
of rain yesterday and a drizzle off and on all d ay today. 

A little cfter 1 this afternoon, G gentleman tapped 
at my door. He said, I believe, his s name ’ 
is Iannis Cipnic, which sounds improbable. 

I can imagine some kind of a patent powder to spray 

on petunias bearing such a trade name but not a human 

being, born and bread in Poukeepsie. Veil , 

anyway, he explained he had written me a 1. tter about 

10 or 12 days a go and when I looked blank, he 

went on to say that he is with some wire service supplying 

magazine sections of various papers and some magazines ,— 

Pepiu , —for example, with script and pictures 

and that he had hadin mind take some shots of the artist by her 
self and one or two with her and me • 

Well, f T showed him around and then pointed out 
the artist s house and there he went but came right hack 
with her, she carrying a letter . It seems the letter had 
been addressed jointly to her a nd Lest a n and the clerk had 
given it to her and her granddaughter had read it to her and 
she had just put it aside. 

Veil, lye got some pictures and I shall be escpeiilly 
curious to see what the #h a :ia ones turn out £o be for when he took 
one look at the interior, he immediately flcfctened himself on the 
floor, holding his camera up to his eye like 

standing-up photographers do, a nd went to shooting t e ceiling. 

Ie .had a little chat after the work was done and 
he told ne of many adventures in Centred’. -* 1 d Louth 
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Monday, November 6th, 1961, 


America u>he re (;<? If id filled.assignnen 
the Ration.’,! ^eograhic end st ■n\ He 
vther black t \c 1-,ud ever seen % 

I '* 


8 ;rr 


the only 
'■'ic-l ' 'hedral oj 
ou ta&al c \ im ' . s i • no 6iavn *. olivar u^cd 

uC . jnbo'l of freedom.when he wrested the grip of Spring 
from Southernerica, 


sc. id 
. s in 

L...* i' 


said Clarence John Laughlin is currently engaged 
in doing work for the Museum of Modern Art a nd * 
tftat Carolyn Ramsey had sub-let her furnished 
apartment at 511 St, Ann and was currently occupying 
an apparhment in a newbuilding overlooking the 

near the corner of pirates Alley and 
It's surprising what a lot 

hand if one simply sits behind a b a mboo hedge 


Cathedral garden 
'Exchange Alley, 
of news comes to 
and listens, 


I continue receiving calls from people who 
have read and liked the ''Disturbers of the Pe ce" 
article and some more of those who called this week end are 

in the same category as some o the earlier callers, _ 

people w o would pass out if they ever saw a negro approach 
asoda fountain where they werebeing served, And this just goes 
to show that once people get,in the habit of reading a 
column, they will go right on reading it and 
never bother to get the message it carries, 

I rIPn through the mail v-ery hurriedly and 
there wasn t much of i terest but I 
am s a ving ft to run through again just to be srr re, 

I did learn from James that one of the Alabama 
Dormons died of a heart attack the other day, — 
perhaps her brother or her nephew but Carrie's 

» v:,Pt 9isl * 


Memorandum: 

It was pleasant o see a shaft of sunshine this 
afternoon. The thermometer held to the 50 's and a fair 
breeze out of the northeast made it seem colder, 

I was happy to get a little reading done last night after 
having knocked off a column under some such improbable title 
as Golden Apples which will probably follow the 
Thursday following this week which, as I recall, is 
called Illusive liver or some such and isn't much, 

a aVing nothing particular in mind, I re-read a 
few page3 from h a wrence Powell's Books in My D aggage because 
it was the nearest thing to the reading machine, I discover 
in Dr, Powell one of those people one is forever running into 
among book readers which is to say, someone who is 
forever reading and talking . bout authors and books leaving 
this or that reader quite cold. But even as 
I like to listen to people whose enthusiasms for literature 
never seem to coincide with my own inclinations, still 
I find humcti inconsistencies which delight me, I 
am impressed, for instance, that while Dr, Powell can do handspv 
springs all over the place a bout Melvill's Moby Dick, he states 
he has never read l^lstoy's War and Peace because it is 
a long book and he wants to wait until he has 
aple time and f a vorable circumstances to enjoy it to the 
fullest, I have never read 
the r elvill opus all through because it is 
a book for which'l wasn't born. On the other hand, 
however, I have read Par and Peace lets of time under 
favorable and unfavorable circumstances, somehow always 
finding time for the reading and, as in all great 
masterpieces, forever finding new things and greater 
joy in associating with some of the characters, 

• 

On Saturday night during the present football 
season, the Mew Orleans station, W17L, which some¬ 
times broadcasts Invitation to Learning when 
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Tuesday, November 7th, 1961. 


wore vital things such as chasing a pig skin isn't 
in the cards but I fish around in the air waves and late 
onuaturday night 1 stumbled over the last 10 minutes of 
Invitation which was devoting itself to Proust but I learned 
nothing because the three gentlemen engaged in the 
symposium were still w rangling over the point as to 
whether Proust was or was not painting the 
decline and end of a particular type of 
civilization and this, in spite of the f c .ct that Proust 
seems to have indicated clearly enough that a ll organized 
society is always changing but always following 

identical cycles. I suppose this is wh a t makes 
this particular novel unencumbered by calendar time since 
although we are living half a century or more after 
the flourishing of the people in his book, we recognize 
them clearly enough as people ali a round us and , as 
.roust points out, mere ir less the 3 ame t pes of 

P ntl P 0 le + llU V'Z M* centuries prior to the one he chanced to 
present. And what I said about the Powell enthusiasms 
applies to the Invitation programs. It is 
marvelous that people like *r. »ryson a nd his successor 
have the erudition to discuss such an endless variety 
£>„' books ut it is often evident that some 
of the titles they haul out for examination were 
never written for them and that they were never born 
for this or that type of book. To borrow 
n comparison from Proust, the only test of a good bo ok 
is whether it provides a good mirror for the reader 
to see reflected in it his own experiences and 
aspirations. Every now and then, reviewers 
of books, including the chairmen of Invitation 
blandly begin discussing a book which obviously 
reflects nothing for them and they are 

wasting their own time in discussing such a book just as 
they would be wasiting time if they bothered to read it. 

" 3ee m ed be what was going on Saturday night 
when ± chanced, upon the pvcgrav i« 

A letter ^from James and a package of shirts 

is^ the fact that; these merchentsdo make an effort to 
-•».. +u- Mtim+.mmmy mnn+ L n which is r.ertainlv novel 


Memorandum : 

Fair and unusually cool for this time of 
year fActuating between the 50 's in the daytime 
a ' l '~ hoovering mighty close to frosting in the 30's by night. 

. _ 1 am V lcl °, s i"g 3DTrie clippings Carmen sent me. I asked 

for a couple of the letters she had read me on the 'phone from 

S0l i der California who plans visiting his home 
in Kampti next month. J don't know the boy but 

tf l e - let J ers interesting a s displaying the 

illut+ e ji+ C i atl01 } sof \ oe \ s provided and a t the same time 

illustrative of the orderly type of mind that never got very 

far m training. Carmen says she has done business 
with this boy before and he has always been prompt in the 
Paying off of loans he has made through her. As 

in wMch the boys finds himself, they 
seem to be loaded with comedy and tragedy. I don't U 

want them b a ck. J 

Without pretending to understand anything 
about the fire problem in the suburb of Los Anqeles,-- 
perhaps if I were a TV observer, it might d 1 be clear enough. I 
must say, however, that I am puzzled that in a region 9 

where drought seems to be the pattern, there should 
long ago have been a concerted effort to eradicate the brush which , 
according to radio reports, has been the fuel that ha 3 burned 
o many acres of land in populated areas during the past few 
years. Possi bly the land is toe barren for 
grass to grow and hold the soil in place and so, to 
avoid erosion, the brush is allowed to fare as it will. Whatever 
The situation, it seems toe a mighty poor state 
of things but I h a ve never heard anyone suggest 
the bush in this region be eliminated. 

I must say I have 'often thought of the somewhat 
+V111VI* surroundings in which the Mormon house is placed in 
ri ,W(d layout. Prom lowly birars to towering pines, the 
whole domain is choked with vegetation that - in any 
ary season could turn into a furnace in a matter 
oj minutes, I should imagine. Perhaps Carrie knows of 
ad o 2 cu secret paths out o$ tlte place but I know 

b] !,l much ii! s ™ lken helow general surface level 

and all of it so overgrown with bushes and trees that 

V I « 
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Wednesday, Jhvember 8th, 1961, 



one wisp of smoke settling over it would make escape 
on foot or in Of car impossible, I have heard Carrie 
say she wouldn t live in a house that didn't h a ve enough 
slits and cracks to that squirrels could come in 
and. out to make their nests inside if they pleased, Heaven 
knows they can always re oh thir domicile without every setting 
joot on the ground, what with all the tres and vines and 
bushes make entrance from the air easy enough. Why I should 
be vforrying a bout^riarwood as a fire hazard, I don't know but I 
don t wonder Los ngeles is in the news with its fire if the 
brush a round is anything like that engulfing Briarwood. 


listened to election news at 9 o'clock 
12 'nd wasn t too surprised to learn Mayor Wagner was re¬ 
elected, NBC spoke of a see-saw between democrats 
and“epublicans across the river in the Jersey Governor's 
race. When a see-saw is announced, especia ly when 
the urban vote ha.s already been- tabulated, 1 take 
i 0 that see—saw is probably an ether way of saying 
it looks as thoughthe rural a nd therefore the mere * 
conservative side will win, I know nothing 
: bout the liberal or conservative tendencies ef either 
candidate but since the Republican candidate-is a former 
ca inet ^officer in the Eisenhower Administration. I 
shouldn. t be surprised if he may represent conservatism, 
U3C at 9 spoke of Hughes being ahepd as a surprise 
suggesting that the democrats werefi t expected to get 
m a ny votes anyway. I haven'4*heard 
anything a bout the^ campaign a nd so havh no idea 
as to the platforms or the relative merits of the 
Gubernatorial aspirants. As Republicans go, 

I assume Mitchell, representing more or less the 
hberaal wing of the party, would thrown some 
weight in national councilswhen ^overnors hold 


* ~ v * j. ouy-ic it vucruvra r if) la 


vpslitance 


* 

Memorandum: 

Clear pad cool with a promise of a frost 
tonight. Although the unending summer rai ns 
knocked out lots of gourd vines earlier than 
usual, some of those which got started late are 
still fresh and green and their fruit still 
in the gorwing stage but probably tonight’s frost will 
convert the green leaves into the same brown dominating 
their neighboring vines. 

‘the S. G. Henrys arrived this a fternoon to 
spend the night and proceed to Alexandria for a day of business 
conferences on the morrow. Joe is said to be 
feeling unwell, not communicating at dinner and 
not oming to supper tonight. Saint John the Pacifer 
did his noble best topersuade the 

recalcitrant one to join thereTt at the beard but the efforts 
succeeded hot at all. I am for ver being 
astoni3hed at ,the extravagance of those who can dump good 
will over with abandon and, if I mistake not, those 
usually practicing this form of extranvagance are usually 
those who can afford it the least. 

Carmen called this morning to give me a blow by blow 
account of the presentation of n M a dame butterfly" 
at the college auditorium, liffled to capacity, last 
night. Over the coffee cups thismorning, 

Celeste gave a similarly enthusiastic account of 

the opera, presented, I.believe, by some - 

civic, possibly a Shreveport, ,org anization. The 

Arthur ihatsons, according to ga ve a 

reception, I suppose after, the performance. ^he 

star of the pieceis ratuer larger of frame 

than one thinks of as typifying a Japanese* 

girl but her artistry was such that one for0% that 

fact and everyone was carried away with the excellence 

of the presentation. Celeste asked me not to tell 

my Natchitoches acqua ntances one fact, and I shall honor 

her request, naturally, ^he isn't quite sure 
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of the precise relationship as between Mrs. 

Arthu Matson and the young lady of the stellar 

role but there is some thread like this 

running through the tapestry. Mrs. Watson 

was born a Hickman and one of her Hickman relatives ,— 

perhaps a young-ish brother or uncle or some such 

journeyed to the Phillipines 80 or 30 years a go and 

there married a native and last night's star is 

an offspring of that union. Celeste said her coloring, 

possibly due in some measure to make-up, did seem 

a little dark. Hummmmmmm. 


Well, as fur yesterday's elections, the Democrats 
s$e ied to fare pretty well, even when one doesn't 
bother to include the Governor of Virginia , who, being hand 
picked by Senator .Lyrd, probably is D e -rriocrat only in name. 

I gather from what tonight reports h. ve to 3 ay about the 
balloting that'Sonzales, Hughes and, in some measure, 

Wagner can thaWktheir lucky stars for the pulling power 
of the p Presidential coat tails. Kennedy popularity, 

I gather continues strong and I suppose it is 
this factor of personality that has persudded Mr. 

Hixon to decide not to aspire to the Republican 
Presidential nomination in 1964 but rather to 
sit that one out and let somebody else get defeated by 
a Kennedy re-election and then move in for a 1968 go at 
the big prize. I hold the thought 

that somebody like Senator ^oldwater gets the 1964 nomination 
and somebody other than Hixon gets the 1968 nod from 
the (r. 0 p. convention. . t 


.As generq^t^j happens when the General is here, 
supper for him and me lasted much longer than for the 
others and one result was I missed the 
sj^u -itces of a secretary. U ut conversation was good 
CtW*I welcome every opportunity presented to learn 
news from that quarter. Among other things he 
said was that he had seen an article somewhere about 
the withdrawal of Howard K. °mith from 
CBS. I h a ve only heard he was no longer with that 
organization and I wondered if you had seen any 
reason stated in print. . 








Thursday, November 9th, 1961. 


Memorandum: 



Fair and cool. Last ; light's lows, a s reported by 
the Weather bureau were Natchitoches 88, Alexandria 
3 1 and°hreveport 33. There was a white frost spread 
heavily across the greenswards. Only one 
cluster of butterfly lilies, chancing to be drooping 
on to the gallery, weren't n cooked" and there was 
the ar.oma of fermenting vegetation from the upper broad 
spread of the higher banana leaves. 

The cook's daughter was ill this morning a?id 
so the cook didn't^appear until mid morning. *ugene 
nd 1, with 1 'ug c bou s aid, prepared our own breakfast 
while the General and wife broke fast across the 
fence, after which the General came to see me, bringing 
me some tourist publications and regretting he had 
to be indlexandria by 9 since, 1 s he ex¬ 
pressed it, a visit to Melrose never seemed satis¬ 
factory if he found myself denied the opportunity 
to come over for a nice long chat. In firm tones, 
he admonished me to pay no attention tothe strange 
performancesof his kinsman currently building 
a new home in town. 

Blythe appeared this afternoon. She 
had brought Hlliott Jordan up for a little 
ride and he stopped at the store before joining 
us. Blythe, before she arrived, confessed she was tired 
of too much continuous company, having had her sister 
or sister-in-law qll lust week and ^lliott ever 
since. S^e doesn t know when he is reutrning to 
his planiation in~ v irginia before going on to his 
residence in Hartford. 


He spoke of a wildlife <phenomenon, the like 
of which must be unique and I, for one, never heard 

ike it. He saw a wedge of wild geese stretching 
rn to eastern horizon, all in 
igger and better V shape and he estimated 
1 \ 


anything 1 

from wests 
a single b 
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Friday, fovember 10th, 1961, 


the birds making up with gigantic formation 

must have numbered at least 10 thousand, 

From what he said the number might have 

been far greater than that and he was unable to 

see the beginning and end of the formation as it 

extended beyond both horizons, L believe the 

spectacle passed over either the Virginia 

or fhrthCarolina countryside and he reckoned the 

geese, having come down from the Great 

Lakes, had turned from their north - 

&outh flight to direct east in order to 

pick up the shoreline of the Atlantic for the 

balance of the migration, h e h ad said something a bout 

Columbia, NorthCarolina and I asked him where 

V^u Z aC L* m i 9ht be V 1 Ntrth “Molina and he said it is 
m Hyde ountry a nd 1 never twitched a facial muscle 
as i recalled the lady from Commerce, Texas, 
who explained its geographic position by saying C'omerce 
is situated m Hunt County, As I never heard 
of Hyde or aunt, 1 remained as ignorant as before, 

'- L 'here was a letter from la H a tzl a ff which was 
fully as remarkable if not more so than those 
that have already come to hand, I think i shall 
scad it to *ames, asking him to enjoy and marvel at 
it anp then return it so i may send it along to 
go with the others, j continue assuming 
ia ^atsiaff is colored and my secretary suggests 
the ^spelling is even odder th a n mine but 

to re P° ri! as bo her interests with painters 
in Holland or some such place, her effort to get workmen 
on the road to smile, etc, etc,, is of 
a character the like of which one neper run across in 
letters from a billion ordinary people • 

mtirrupti,:,... . Baton Rouge nailing. . 

LlZ/flY tal f Ka U a,ld •‘nmee, Kay leaving for The 

Blu/S Sunday, her twin sister Being there J’or one 

^Fr^Li^’HStiFchriiV 0 and 

“»*« d tter /uuVttiU, I’ll bet 
tth -fourth, ana 30 e U ing 3 turn 1 ' Janua rv 


Memorandum: 

Foggy this morning and cloudy to partly cloudy 
this afternoon and tonight a little warmer, 

I must touch on French as spoken in this 
area, this particular example coming to my attention 
as a result of the weather, I was'doing some work in the 
Ghana garden where Jack Frost had just about finished 
Ojf everyth ng except the bananas which, by some miracle, see 
to have survived Wednesday's cold. One of my friends 
came along, taking a momentary rest from his labors, and just 
after greeting me, pointing in the direction of 
one of the bird houses, exclaimed: 

Ah, monsieur, ioyez-v us la b a s, le jolik a hn, e'est c d 
dire , leconciere l 

I turned and gazed, having not the vaguest 'iioti on 
as to what he Was referring, In any event, I 
didn t see anything out of the ordinary and 

so made some inquiries and discovered le kahn or the conciere 

was nothing other than an arc end el,In spite of 

the fact that there are probably rainbows to be seen 

frequently in this area, they are quite beyond my 

vision, gather, as I haven't seen one in a couple 

oj decades and couldn't discern today's but it 

was pleasant to know there was one and that ± had learned 

a new Cane iverword for them, — a k c hn or 

a conciere, 

At this somewhat be-lated hour, the thought just occured 
to me that morrow may well be a legal holiday, meaning no 
incoming or outgoing mail so I know not 

when this may go forward but probably not before 
Monday, J 
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I was surprised to learn fromPokin^ 's letter that 
little Miss ormon is heading lack toward Briarwood, 
^omehow I had envisioned her as remaining in Shreveport 
until after the holidays although 1 certainly had no basis 
for such an assumption, I'm inclined to think 
it is jU3t as well that she should gob.ck home since 
that is otvioisly the place she yearHsto be, He a oen 
knows it's a long ways from any place in case of an 
emergency but there probably isn't much place in 
Miss I ),'3 imagination for such an eventuality and 
she is undoubtedly right not i to be basing the 
balance of her existence on such a premise anyway • 


Eugene "atson, --that is Cousin Eugene of the Library, 
was named ma}^,of the year at the Chamber of Commerce 
dinner last night < 3 .;»cf Lillian Co en or some such 
young matr n was named, Woman of the Year, Carmen 
was supposed to have received the crown but somehow things 
got gummed up and the plans went awry, Celeste 
attended and told me much about it until her telephone 
sounded and I put down my empty coffee cup and departed, 

I had expected, to get some additional details at supper tonig 
night from the master but his house building brother had 
flared up at dinner and cast verbal darts at the clerk 
and Da,n j.nd so conversation touched more on domestic 
aspects than *21 town doings. 


1, S• iVillurd just called, with lots to relate about 
her school activities around the State, and, 
to my surprise, nothing about the BatonRouge area 
whicl f seems- to have been a bout the only place she 
didn t appear and therefore had no news of the Registers, 
She was surprised to learn Kay was be-taking herself 
for a two month 3 visit at the Bluff and, even as I, 
had some mis-givings as the wisdom of such a pro¬ 
longed visitation, One s feelings are likely to be 


:ty to ZliWu^i 6 M s an 

Pay court to the mistress of the Bluff althe 


ugh 










I 



Sunday, November 12th, 1961, 


Memorandum: 

Cloudy, wqrmer and sprinkley, The 
butterfly lilies, "cooked" by Wednesday's night's frost, 
look as though they were pondering 021 starting out all 
over again, 

■ L he weekend was quiet, I learned 
on Saturday morning that the merchant-planter must have 
asked aoe to take a little vacation until 
the explosion dU3t of Friday noon had cleared away, 
Juanita A, drove over from Texas on Friday evening 
a nd she and Joe staid with Pat and Juanita B, 

• '« 

On Saturday 1 fternoon, J, H, sent a servent from 
the store to say there was a lady and gentleman to 
see me. He introducedthem as Mr, and Mrs, 

Pierre Michel, Their heme is 

in Dallas, They are very nice. He is French and 
I assume her to be an American*, He studied landscape 
gardening a t Versailles in the l?40's en projects 
T had concentrated en a decade or so earlier. 

They were traveling about this section as a little 
weekend outing- and were going en to .. lexandria, 

••hen li. went across th.e fence to dinner today, 

I found a bottle of wine they had. left for me, 
for it seems they headed, b ack toward Dallas this 
morning, passing this way to le a ve the gift for 
me al though they did flat wa.wt to invade my privacy 
although o, a, had told thevuhe wassure I would be 
glad to see them, J was sorry the 
note they left did net carry their home address 
put - 1 shall probably have no difficulty finding it 
in the Dallas 'phone book, 

♦ 

I talked with I, S, Willard last 
night. She has been visiting schools in 
neighboring Parishes and t se had no news from th'e 
Baten^ougc area and didn t knew Kay was jetting to 
Charleston today. She is continuing to con- 
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centratc on neighboring Parishes this week and will 
attend the State 'i'eachers Convention on hendau. 

Tuesday and Wednesday of next week. This convention 
is an annual affair that always takes place around 
■ hanksgigiving so that while the teachers get credit 
for attending to their business, the school 
children get the entire week off which seems to be an 
arrangement equally delightful to teachers and 
pupils. 

At dinner today, Celeste asked me if Mr, Hodges 
Suer succeeded in getting me on Friday. He had not. 

he said he called her trying to locate me a n< she gave 
him the new 7273 number but supposed I was 
busy in the gardens. Thelma had mentioned that she 
and John ha,d accepted an invitation to dine 
at thefardens onFriday night when some choir 
• r other\ w a s being feasted and featured and I assume 
the unsuccessful effort on .■the part of the host 
to mvjte me to grace his hoard along with 
others > 


was 

the 


»hen I arrived across the fence for dinner this noon, 
..was embraced by a lady whom 1 did not recognise until 
af teii the salutation. It was the lady doctor whom I 
h a dn t seen in a long time. I thought she 
seemed g a y of spirit. Her daugher, 

Desiree, although in her first round at school, must 
be learning fast. °he goes to the convent a nd the nuns 
had given the children a lessen in self denial. Back home 
that evening, Desiree seemed to &lean ore to be eating 
more candy j^at was probably gtod for her. “he asked her 
to put thaMb aside for, a while the Desiree said 
as she cB&Wn t because she didn t like 
candy much but, as a form of self denial, was forcing 
herself to eat it. Verily,' such a twist suggest 

she is learning a lmost too fast, I guess 
Desiree is about five but obviously has some ideas 
of her own. She told ^Is _nor she didn't like nuns 
much because they always wore the same oli ll a ck 
dresses and she hadn t seen one yet with ear 
jjL l 9*„fith her mam a andpapa, she goes to 

can't unde r- 
ls the re . 


Monday, November 13th, 1961. 


Memorandum: 

„„ all night and all day to the amount of 

? a,ld a half, i guess we 1J)ere luchy f or in 

Lake harles there was a fall of rain totaling 7 inches 
m 8 hours, figuring 60 tons per inch to the acre, 
one gathers Lake Charles and theChockleys must have 
experienced a dab of dampness. 

, o 

Usually rainy days disc u.rage people 
from invading the countryside and I liked today's 
qu iet. We were but two at dinner and only 
three, - J. H., u ugene Lestan, — at 
supper. *ugene related .that Joe called on him 
at his house on &unday and apologised for his out¬ 
rageous behauoir on Friday. I'll bet that call 
was not only an inspiration but a push, with J. H. 
in behind Joe. At coffee, Celeste Juanita A. 
cabled her again, reporting that Joe was leaving Pat's house 
° l9 T ck morning to return to his work inArkansas 

and th t vuanita A. was returning this morning to 
■Lexas, expecting to return to the Natchitoches area 
in about three weeks and three weeks is just about 
the weekend of the festival of turning on the"lights in town. 

• 

In other realms of gossip, I learned that 
la Beaufort had some ladies in for the 
seasonal Bridge Marathon, playedaround in various homes 
once a week during the pre-holiday season, 
and my coffee hostess remarked that things weren't 
pleasant at the game an Friday or whenever f The 
hostesscomplained because her husband wasn t well 
enough to stand the rigorsof viewing a football 
game in Natchitoches but said her h usband was 




the 
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service tray at the proper time following cards, and 
immediatelyf Homing the game, shews going 

m fit?* f° 0Un r9 make sowe flower arrange- 

mots /,r o parti,. did g, u' Urn but ,n Us mu 

l,.t, ths rear .} a.car, ».„<»„ s„ "° V ' 

sa^c direction and it mould sound just 

H,, e3e r!t denounced them/or getting in tier 

'' a n rme '\ mentioned this afternoon, speaking 
/e t .tlfT- f ° Household, that their son had 
recently been presented with a new car. much to th <• 
surprise oj many and to considerable misgivings to 
cars around the.Parish since the 
mnetally Vi* h lS i *!. 11 t uer */ muc, ‘ •/ a c/ii2d 

o Jration mr U p !f r Judgement in the 
operation of hi8 vehicle,the innocent bi- 

standers may net be any where around • 

In view of all the political and 
diplomatic rushing in <*}id out of Washington 
this s eason, the newspapers devoting 3 pace to 
en *jrtainments must be frahtontng 
repositories of particulars about these 
doings these days. It is pleasant 

tlif' 1 'rJ t l e n + Kennedy J- are experts in handling 
teas, receptions, dinners and so on with 9 

all the grace befitting 2,600 Pennsylvnaia 
Avenue and I a m hoping little Miss Lee 
.somehow finds time in the hurly-burly of life t* 
skim through some of these colLTs /romda/to day. 

... 1 f ind nysclf possessed of quite a few 
‘f ’- ?«« •/ I havd/Scu'u a , p {f* d as 

jo but which I h 0 p e to explore a little 


Tuesday, November 14th, 1961. 


Memorandum• 

V 

Dri2slcy a nd sort of 70-ish. 

l don t seem to be ge ting far with the 
several long letters awaiting my attention. Just 
as we got started this afternoon, we were 
unexpectedly honored by Sister, knocking 
correspondence^ seven ways for Sunday, as it 
we re. 

One letter, already r cad, must he re¬ 
read. It is the air mail from the library of Congress 
asking my opinion on some material being sent. The 
parcel arrived today and tonight I explored 
its contents, understood nothing I examined, 
and so will go over the letter again on the 
morrow. I assum^from the evidence that somebody 
in Washington musWA^ve made a slight mistake, 
t cere are ten recoraw in-the package and with a degree 
o,j curiosity, I began au examination of what the 
first one had to say. Oddly enough, it was 
yourjriend, A. Scourby, - squire, speaking and giving 
the reader instructions as to how to use 
a reading machine. •* > uring the past do 2 en years 
rr so, you will agre^^j^ hrve had an opportunity 
to find my way a round a little in 

this field, -if memory soxAes, the same instructions 
had come with the talkiv^fbook when my first 
machine reached me,these many years go, and 
I concluded thisrj^ffl had been slipped into the package 
i e rtently, vaM^^o I went on to the second record. Picture 
my surprise wikeirl discovered that the second one was a 
duplicate of the first and so I proceeded to the 3rd which 
was the same thing and so throughout the entire collection of ten, 

Off b c nd it would appear that somebody 
in •'ashington got be-fuddledhut seldom does one 
get a n admission ff error from that quarter u nd so 
I shq.ll hold the shipment, advising Washington I shall return 


l 
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Wednesday, November 15th, 1961 


Memorandum, 


it only on receipt of instructions as to 
its disposal since I, myself, wouldn't 
have need of jnore than one of the ten identical 
records gumming up my calendar, 

1, S,<'"illard just called, °he is expecting 
her son to fly over from Virginia beach or Jacksonville 
for a couple of hours chat with her. She will meet him 
in alexandria one day this week, —if 
the ceiling thins out a little. This will 
he the only chance they will have to s ee e ch other for 
a w.hile as he is going to be based on the 
'edette rrancan for a year or so and expects 
to leave before the end of this month, I believe 
his home port will be somewhere on the *' ivera and 
that ought tebe espec id ly pleasant for 
one who already knows the region and likes it, 

, b, o. Willard was inJ^tonttougc yesterday 
and talked with James, ~<We i sked him if he 
planned to get up this 0 Way while £"•&/ was inSouth 
Carolina and he said fie was. Perhaps I had better 
write him, suggesting he make it sometime i fter 
December 2 nd so that he will have 
an opportunity to view the Christmas 
lights which I tl\ink \f^j^^ild really enjoy. 

Carmen called morning with no end of chit-chat 

but mostly re-hashin^the jwards by the hamber 
of Commerce for the ia Wti the Year, Eugene 
•■^atson, and the Woman one of the °ohen girl 

'he voting this ye^ir wasc^^^ule and a many 

people casting votes for peoprl jhey .duty "Tfeel 
should receive the award , according to (Jarmen, Various 
civic groups and clubs were asked to nominate 
can,didates a;id many members of the organisations thought 
the name selected had to be from the membership of 
their respective club with the r esult that the 
person belong to the most clubs tended to get 
most of the votes, Next year, it is said, the clubs 
will be instructed to nominate anybody, in or out of 
a society to which the voters belong, 

a 3hower and fold^up ^,^^, 30 1 17lU3 ' is Plash through 


Drissley most of the day and warm. Once in a uhile admist 
the showers the sun would break through, only to be followed 
within a few minutes by complete cloud coverage and 
more showers. According tothe weather bureau, it is supposed 
to be raining tonight but for tlie past several hours a fine new 
has v een shining and there hasn t been a cloud in the heavens 
since dusk dark. 


I didn t see my 9 o'clock coffee hostess this morning 
as she had been taken ill at breakfast and had herself whiske 
off to the hospital, I saw her b a ck home at 2 and she 
was as gay as a kitten, “he said she had felt unsteady on 
her feet this morning, 

• 

Th,e afternoon was taken up with too much company 
and therebye hangs a tale, Sylvan Friedman's sister and 
husband were here fromSan.rancisco, Late last week mine 
hostess asked me what day I could see them conveniently, I s 
a^y morning except Thursday and,so she made a date for 
Wednesday afternoon which is always a busy afternoon for me, 

I find this aspect of their visit amusing, I got a lot 
things going t Yucca and moseyed across the fence at 2, The 
guests had not arrived and so Celeste and 1 had 
a cup of coffee, guests, —four of them arrived, just 

as we finished, 1 took two of them for a tour and*then 
withdrew to o ter matters on my own hook. At supper tonight 
Eugene said he was curious to know how it was I had arrived 
in th car with tike 2 o'clock guests as someone on the 
store gallery at 2 o'c'l ock had reported to him. Mow I could 
extricated myself from a demi-tasse and put myself in an 
at tomobile just arriving fremBayou Matches, I 
cannot imagine. The report, as conveyed to the store at 2 
however seems to be a prise example of how people 
seeing things can issue statements so obviously incorrect, I 
must inquire on the morrow of the clear as to 
what pair of bright eyes could get thingsset forth 
so far at variance wit actuality, 

I have another gadget for u hana, brought to me today by 
one of my friends. It is a nice white rolling pin, 
fashioned ’hand from a stick of pecane and appears almost 
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Thursday, November 16tU, 1961. 




I 



as perfect a job as a like instrument fashioned' by machine. 

1 was delighted ®;i tow counts, of course, --the thought 

of making it for me and its addition to the *hdna co llection 

of hand made plantation things. I was delighted 

to h a ue a nice bigchicken to present yi turn to the 

maker of the roiling pin nd so today s exchange 

»/ gifts seemed to make both him and me well satisfied 

with the exchange of courtesies. 

Sister returned to Shreveport during the morning . I 
did not see her following supper last night. I 
9 ather her primary purpose in coming was to get pecanes but 
that is only a guess on my part. 

I an enclosing the second letter from the "isconsin 
lady, --the second . letter touching v.pon 
her ropean trip. So iehow I get 

the impression from something ames s .id that he wasn’t 

especial ly impressed. I, e?i the ~ t 

contrary, am. I can think of no 

other person ± know with such Q ?i obvto s lack of 

formal ed ucation who coouad file such a report 

f>» a day’s impressions of Cologne, the Arts and so on. 

He have all know too many people with no end of advan >.a *s 
who have made the rounds of “urope and returned without 
once having observed or felt a fraction of what this letter 
~emostrates was experienced by its writer. I am'for- 
ever balancing on G fence of puzzlement, first on the side that 
questions why some people we know want to go to “urope and 
secondly, why others we know never manifest a ny interest in* 
going. Hie writer of a letter is the type of person 
who a stonishes me by having wanted to go and then 
astonishing me gain by what her letter reveals she found. Do 
set me straight if you feel that I h G ve in a single 
reading of th.e epistle accorded it tio much value . 


Memorandum• 


Partly cloudy and chilly with a probable 
frost tonight under clear skies. 


nicest thing, as you may readily imagine, * 

was a grand letter from little Miss Lee. In the same breath, 
f need scarcely add, I was truly distressed to learn 
tue 9rind has been so harrowing and sc unending\ I hold the 
thought that there re lly and at long last, come a sessation 
of such rigorousness . At the 3 ame time, however 
I realise that all the pressures of the pre-holiday season 
seem to be all piled up and ready to. step right into the 
shoes of the inexorable grind which, in one more at 
least, seems to have let up a little. Wien J- think of all 
tne difficulties iviplicit in m. king preparations 
for the holidays, 1 find myself honestly hoping that little 
r i3s Lee will eliminate all that is involved in making 

under normal c ircumstances, —as 
a thing, be expended at least 
Purely the elimination of such 
be huf one elimination, "would provide 
breath, at least,; and I pray 
to give little Miss 


such preparations that, 
the ght there were such 
in the case of Le tan. 
a chore, even though it 
so much time for catching one s 
that this year this may., be done 


Lee the long overdue opportunity to'concentrate on others 
who might not even be conscious of and could net 
possibly be so conerned with the welfare and happiness 
of the most important figure in Lest a n's world. From where 
I sit it zppears clearly enough to me that what is most needed 
in Lyme is an opportunity to catch one’s breath and anything 
ihut will contribute to that in the hurly-burly days ahead 
Will be more appreciated hy me thqn anything else possibly 
could. * 


1 comprehend perfectly and agree whole heartedly w ith 
what little Miss Lee had to say a boutbusiness 
considerations and the need for some realization on • 
the part of the big wheels as to what has been humanly 
expended on the al-ar of big business. 1 reckon 






From the FRANCOIS HlGNON PAPERS/ M -5889 _ in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 




11470 


b, '; ere had better be a f a v r a ble response in regard to the proposed 

m C f/ P n te ' lr ? cdy 1 f ind m Jself praying the Lord that that 
outing may provide such an abundance of all the things 
so urgently needed by way of rest and relaxation. 

And, as between now and next autumn, let us hope some plans 
^y be J ormulated that will eradicate the bottle-necks 
that have made the past few months so outraqeouslv 
enervating. u 

It was so kind of little Miss Lee to tell me 
oj so many things bout which I c m interested in and 
that means, of course, the things in which she has 
+ eC'' nost active, *?id_ thanks for telling me the new 

fbataenes J> 9 y", the details of the pl c y about which 
into th°e letter t>±her P^ticulrs so generously tucked 

I sh ! rl H U i+ e Cle > documeni: is such a treasure-trove that 

writer w\th * 9 “!! ° 9in in thc days ahsad > Messing the ■ 

writer with each re-reading. It is nice 

that Natalie got around to pen you a line, I h a ve 

made several efforts to reach her during the past couple 

answered, suggesting I call after supper, but 
it seems to me better allarvund, —and that may 
be sheer imagination on my part, —to call when 

shall not be interrupting the activities of the family circle. 


1 sent t b a ck the check J ’helma 


had sent me, representing the 


monies taken 
and forwarded 

h ™9 e)XeroH s the gee ure, of accepting the profits 
made m behalf of the hysterical Ladies by her committees, * J 


in by her committees during the pilgrimage 
to me‘, i‘un is fun but I can't get her 


with 
in a 
home 

when 
h id 


said he talked 


dames called fromBc.tonRouge last night. He ,. c „„ 

hay on unday night, —home ba3e which she had reached 
rem^rka 'ly short time, following her departure from 
, I. "iHard had mentioned that on Monday 

she hadtalked with him about coming up this way, he 
said he planned to. "hen he called, I asked him 


hanksgiviligV l 3 In n iiew r* Mi C^t make it around 

has never seen tL U »™J.L do ! n 9 S J ere > 1 suggested that as he 


has 

to come 


seen 

on ^ec 


the tiatnhi +J n\ • au ^ e8I, « a as he 

ember 4th, 5th‘and G^nd^he llreld', d ° Wel1 


<* 


II 
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• » • t 


Friday, November 17th, 1961, 


Memorandum : t 

Ce'lar and sort of 50 -ish, 

I am impressed b the weaker contrasts 
as between today and the same date in 1948 
w itn it was so dry and warm. 

Dr, Lssae Mae had an appointment 
with j, H, for 10 o'clock this morning. 

About 20;D5, one of Celeste's servents 

whom I met by the side gate on my way to the Post Office 

remarked., --thinking I was heading for 

Celeste s, I suppose, that I I would 

find MissCeleste had a guest, "some lady 

what looked old-old and too old to drive 

a car by herself but she was the only 

one what got out of it when she driv in," 


8 he 

coming 


t Roberta A Rue called me this afternoon, 
said her son, J hnny, had had lunch with her, 
up from Alexandria where he lives. She said he had 
paused at Melrose and reported Miss Culver was there 
Mrs. Hue, whose daughter, Frances, the former 
Mrs. Payne Henry, works in the Bat onR uge library, 
has remarked of la'ie how old Miss Culver is 
looking and reports she is getting as cranky as 
old people are said to get. 


At supper tonight I asked J, H, how 
he had found Miss Culver. He said she was 
looking fine and so young in appearance and so 
spry. So there ,you have it, J, H,, as though 
just remembering some thing he Juid forgotten, 
came lack to the subject of their dinner 
guest across the fence, asking me if Hssae 


spry 



M. 

re 


*rinj us together but f frg.t, -nd 'miniad 
for seeing her would have ment talk a boutth'e* li 

* » l * * ' * 


Apparently 


rary 




_. h _ 
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Sunday, November 19th, 2961. 


I repeat, .. ,J, H. remarked shehad asked 
a bout,me several times, said htw long it had been 
since she had seen me and so on, and then, as 
though reed ling he had intended getting us to 
gether, he asked again if I had seen her, X still 
h a d not and am ± glad 1 didn t, for it 


would t j am sure, only have meant more talk 
about her getting the local library, etc,, etc,, 
and 1 have been through that too many times already. 

_ A call this morning from town brought 
a hanks giving dinner invitation with it, 

Oldra (renting, Mrs. Talker's mother, issued 

the invit.it ion and, naturally, I declined bv.t 

appreciated the kindness, }'rs, ^enung told me the way 

she bakes a turkey and I,repeat it here because I 

find it interesting and new although it may 

be old hat to others, including little 

.'{iss Lee . one prepares - the turkey and stuffs 

it, places it k in the pan.and into the oven in normal 

proceeaure . Then one takes 5 or 6 cups 

of flour, adding some water to sane and 

rolls it out, about an inch th ck, into one 

great big biscuit a tut the size of a big 

napkin, When the turkey is baked so that 

it looks a ii nice and golden brown, one 

takes the pan and bird out of the oven, spreads 

the flour-made napkin over the bird, 

tucking in the napkin at the sides and us - 

iug a piece of the same dtugh to patch the 

napkin if slits should develops, 

say, at the drumstick point or any other 

place. lhu3 shrouded, the pan containing 

the bird is returned to t he over to bake until 

done, —say half an hour for each pound or whatever, 

Ho .basting of any sort is required, the shroud 
keeping all the juices in and a bout the bird 
which thus remainsjucey and aromatic, H hen the 
baling,is finished, take bird,in pan fromthe 
oven, remove the shroud and you've 
g^ot the slickest birdyeu ever saw or tasted. 

She says she got the recipe decades ago f rom a 
farm arils,, and that^it's the , 

fyid ike v&'rki i ■ e 

y 9 S U DD O 9 ^ ° uibC 

V r ymr w &yh w jpe }s a £a$kfyg e m^ ™ its Paper 

. ll,l iy 


Memorandum ; 

Cloudy and cool, 

Natalie called me this morning, Sf- ie too. ha q 
on the jump and said she was sorry to le^rn that your 
merry-go-round had continue whirling so endlessly . 
o/.c has received the transcription o the L a fcadi$ letters and 
says they are wonderful. I told her I would write ° ?ld 

von hllegood and recommend he net busn with ti.mi-n j.- 

• 

Like everybody in the nation, I thought the 
announcement'Of an impending divorce, a s issued*from 
the governor s office in Albany was a bomb shell, I fear this 
cooks Ur. Jt.'s aspirations for a Republican J 

u resiceati a l nomination. I don't recall but 
one other such domestic scuffle on a “ovenor's 
level, —the case of Sam Houston and that did Mr. Houston 
no good m Tennessee Come to 

think o it, 1 guess Mr. Houston later did become 
President of the independent S-tate of Texas or 
was it merely Senator from the vone Star, i forget 
which. Be that as it may, the news 

of the divorce which most certainly have originated with 
- rs • Nelsonli. rather than her husband, was a profound 
shock all a round, I imagine. I know it uias J ' 
to me . 

°J ■■ r • Sam seems to have been attended 
by about the most distinguished political group I 
can remember for one who 14 . 1 s a member of the House. That 
the President and two ex-Presidents should have attended 
seems almost as remarkable as the list of 
distinguished people attending the funeral of Secretary 
Dulles, In ~ Way, that Dulles funeral 
was perhaps even more remarkable since there must 
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have been doubts in the mids of lots of people 
as to thepolicies operated by the Secretary 
while nobody seems to question the w a y Mr. S a m 
manipulated the Job oj Speaker of the House. 

I. S. “illurd called this a fternoon to say she was 
leaving for Shreveport within the hour to 
remain there through Wednesday at the eachers Convention* 


1 rounded up some big gourds for Wisconsin' 
tn Saturday and sent them to the "Success Story" lady. 

These are the type used by the West Indies 

musician for their swish-swish business in 

their native orchestras and as the Wisconsin 

lady is a musicia , perhaps she will find 

them aluring as musical instruments for one thing and 

also, perhaps, because she may find they bring back some 

memory of ancestral inclinations since, 1 assume, she, too, 

may be of the same race as the people whose bands- 

in the West indies are said to be, 

% 

I am sorry she didn't write me her £ ropean 
iiprcssons iimediately on her return since I fear that 
the passage of a few weeks may dull her initial 
reactions which we would both have enjoyed so much but perhaps 
she found things so impressive on the far side of the 
Atlantic that she may remember things more 
vividly than most of s. 

I'm so gladyou got a kick out of James' account 
of the tons of bread provided for the Children 
of Israel. I thought it one of his more 
gay efforts and I'm holding the 



I'*!*] 

Monday, November 20th, 1951. 


Memorandum : 

' «. 

Fair and coil. 

Out of four broadcasts ton ■ght, ABC, CBS and 
fIBC I heard nothing about weather in Lyme and 
then, for a fourth sampling of news, I tried Lowell 
Thomas and learned of the sleet, slush a nd general 
misere obtaining weatherwise in Lyme and naturally 
I am holding the t ought that little Miss Lee 
made it alright without getting bogged down. 

It seems there is plenty of news for the 
broadcasters at the moment and in view of the 
interrest James took to Perrau'lt Fairy Stories recently, 
it was interesting to see Blue Beard's name pop up 
in connection with some gentleman who tried 
to finish off a lot of folks in the sinking of 
a hou t in the West Indies. I had never 
thought of Blue Beard as a sea-going gentleman but 
there is no point in me being to fussy 
a bout such a point. 

The sudden switch of lime light from 
the marital uphcavel in the Rockefeller family 
to a focus on the where a bouts of the son lost 
in the &ast Indies seems to beas violent a shift 
of emphasis as one could imagine. I find it 
remarkable that any of the Fast Indies, and especially 
its largest island, should, after so many 
centuries of colonial develope, should still remain 
so wild and unknown, its inhabitants so 
canablistic and untouched by, shall we say% 
vegetarian influences. I must say the two choices 
presenting themsleves to the ship-wrecked 

young Rockefeller didn't seem very enchanting, — a 14 mile 


. • » * 
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swim through shark infested waters to land and 

second, should land be reached, nothing much 

wore to head into than a jungle filled with savages. 

There seems to be no a ccounting for the unlovely 
situations human beings h a ve a way of getting themselves 
into,1 seemed to do very little about making 

the most of today s sunshine so far as work w .s c oneerned 
but rather spent more time relishing the blue and 
Ofld while seemingly cutting canas and generally putting 
this or that section of the garden to bed for the winter, 

I also this afternoon tended to keep one eye on ooerations 

going on that seemed to take endless time hard by 

the little side gate between yucca and the frican 

House. 1‘he old pecane at that point had to he 

cut, a veteran of many years and a frequent figure 

in many a photo raphic shot of the African House in the 

past twenty years. Because of electric wiresto the west and 

north of it and hine.se magniltas to the south of it. the 

old giant had to"f ill eastward if things weren't torn up 

considerably, A light wind was blowing from the east which didn 

help and the three workmen engaged in operating the 

power saw and pulling on ropes g^vc little assurance 

as to where the thing might land, *here was no end of 

Sawing and dirving in wedges and more sawing and 

more wedges and 1 thought the thing was never going 

to descend from its long accustomed vertical 

position,, I jon't pretend to know an thing 

about such business and accordingly never attempt making 

any recommendations but occasionally 1 did pass close to 

operations to see how things were progressing whi h, for the 

most part, seemed pretty negative. On my final 

inspection, a final spurt was in progress and one of the 

men called me to have a care as tlie thing was beiginning 

to topple, and so it did, landing 

precisely where it was supposed to without doing the slightest 
big of harm to anything, 

toi-.mu — 

. c x hrn t/ te 


OTIl 
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■Tuesday, November 21st, 1961, 


Memorandum ; 

Cloudy and sity-ish. The promise 
is for drizzles tonight and on the morrow and 
one is re dily persuaded from the appearance of things 

For the past two nights, J, H, hasn't come over 
-o supper, ^ast night, having nothing better to do, 
he had sons body drive him to Minden or some 
such place, something like a 2 50 mile trio thit 
he migh observe an auction ' * 


bree 'ed c ttie. 


) 

L 1 ’ b a r t s tsn at ° upp « : ' \ 

c mw - 9 explaining he a 

Kl ■■■■J r.o-s, 'l-'k'-nf 

CU-'.ts 7 1 J - 

= ;• ’ 2 .*« , 1 milk is 


-t. t. 


if 


A ? 
v/ J 


32 '.'thin 


l v 


bring 


’ r -» ‘ 2 . n » 

,... 


icStoCrlei. „* 

J* ’!J It if' 

it- , J ■ * • 


'.in 


V C 


uv ,'c V 


I 

» 

n 


»■ 

l 


) ■’ 

•. 1 r 


ie 


3f 

Gv-hCL 


of.it for something likely on 
Christmas presents. :L he ar\ 


■i: . g+rrnjoK, hr w 

frr v< vi:uc 

he on the look- 
their behalf to give as 
tist had several c n nv a ses 
that 1 thought rather good. There was a cotton 
picking one that was just that and nothing mere,— 
ladies with big old cotton s^cks heading down a 
coulple of rows that swishes across the 
board like a flatted letter U, Mrs. Walker 
has been casting about to send something to that 
Lake lady who is a friend of Mrs. Boosevelt and I thought 
this cotton business would be just the thing and accordingly 
purchased same on behalf of Mrs, Walker, 
a nd one or two other items for other would-be 
purchasers, I find it rather novel to 
be serving as purchasing agent for Christmas 
gifts for any one butin the special 
bracket of procuring better pr imitives 
from the local artist, l reckon the t opportunities 
1 h ve probably exceed in satisfaction anything 

others might attempt by more remo e negotiation, 

\ 
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Carmen g a vc the impression of being slap tspa happy 
this morning when she called me to say' that the 
Governor will appear in -Natchitoches on December 
2 nd t le a ding his or rattier riding his white 
horse, Sunshine, at the head of the afternoon 
parade and remaining for the fireworks and the 
turning on of the lights. How Sunshine 

will like the bombs bursting in a ir during the fireworks, 
I don i Know but otherwise the days scews 
to please everyone cJ-1 around, '-the newspapers 
will probably note the occasion for his 
appearance in town, scads of people will 
turn out to see any parade and twice the number 


to see Sunshine while the Governor will 


Beth 

sill 

that 

over 


probnhly sell some more hill-billy and Baptist 
hymn records a nd that will be that. All 
•people attending the fireworks try to get a pass 
for invalids who are permitted to drive their 
car3 and park t hem in the park section down below Front Street 
level, —no cars being permitted on a ny of the streets 
giving on the river for the festivities, save those 
down on the level adjacent to the stream itself, 
has already asked and received a card which 
allow her to drive down there and park on the theory 
ner son, who has a car of his own and drives all 
t'te Parish, isn t well enough jto view the 
fireworks jrom the street level, the Governor has 
already asked invalid privilege tickets and received same, 
■there Sunshine is going to be stationed, I know not. 

All I hope is that tjic Governor sticks to town a nd does 
not attempt, what so many people will during the afternoon, 
g!i opp rtunity to visit ye olde plantation, Jimmy 
D vis has been here before but probably doesn't 
know or care what is behind the bushes since his 
3 tops here are usually in quest of pecane wood for 
grafting on his pecane trees somewhere in lforth Louisiana, 

And he needed bother to send Sunshine down for 
a tour either since I already hav my h a nds full 
with Mr, Carroll and Alice in the four 
legged section, -there was -uite a flurry 

the Governor rode Sunshine 

a ’ uerncr 


a few 


months 



• r ck when 

' ‘&r 5a 



Wednesday, !November 22nd, 1961,, 


converge, 


Memorandum: 

• 

Hpiny and moderately w rm with an 
occasional tornado skipping i round here and there 
along a line running from ^ake Charles on the Gulf 
to a point where, Texas, Louisiana and Arkansas tend to 
he promise is for fair 3kies on the morrow. 

Today's ruins have pretty much divested 

le e vrs l 'Vl»y n 9 U 0 l i l t 3 \ C ? X * Crepe m U tles and sp »» o/ Meir 
leajes I suppose the tulip tree does 

more th 2 n any other to suggest the maple in the $old of 
its leaves at, this time of year, I noticed on a 

I 1 !?* d( i y la8t , w ««k when passing under the tulip tree 
hard by Celeste s cattle gap that there was 

aircost a glow of saffron as 1 passed beneath its branches 

• n the way to the store. Maples don't seem 
to be seen m this region, I suppose they, 
like lilacs, require the est that comes with 

the prolonged cold season in more northerly climes, 

L m r 8 L 3 t r C f t' Ue P tii!Ude °f Me name" of the twon 
fnr t0i9J i 1 S irst *eard it, —Maplewood, 

for,although haven t ever been there, I feel sure 

S0llta y n-Ple -tree in the whole’place, 

,kut there are £ briars at Eriarwood 

And before i' get off the trees completely 
1 might remark that for some reason, as yet not 
explained by the experts, the vast majority of 
pecane trees from C-eorgig straight west to"Dew Mexico 
seem to have produced mightily this year with the 

• es--.lt that the bottom has fallen out of the 

ptfcautf market and they appear to be almost a drung 
on the market. This is the f irst tim J 

I can rec. ll that etfen within a limited area, - xiy 


there 
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Thursday, '/evember S3rd, 1961, 


from, Baton-Rouge te Shreveport, producti on 

h been uniform, and generous, Usually, by 

s omec ire urns tawo? best known to Mother "u ture 

an orchard on one side of a fence will be 

weighted down while the one cross the fence will 

beur nothing a nd one particular area, as /‘ew^oads, will 

bring forth a bumper crop and the Natchitoches area will 

have nothing, --or the other wy around. But 

this rear every tree seemed to deliver a 

maximum crop with the result that 

planters having c diversified crop, such s cotton, 
cattle and so on, had better look to the other sources 
of income ratlter th n, pecanes this year, 

1 am holding the thought that 
jurkey v a m may be comp ratively quiet here. I 
le ^ r 'l ed m °rning that we might expect Sister 

and daughter to arrive either tonight or tomorrow but 
whether they plan a prolonged weekend or in ok, I 
wt-u^dn t know, “umor has it that daughter 
isn t popular at L. 3 . V. and that her graces are 
disappointing and that a transfer to 
tae '/atchitoches educational institution is beina 
contemplated.' *ow this will 

turn and how it will effect local customs, 1 know not. 

As though the calendar weren't enough to remind 
o;»« to brace himself against the impending 
holiday season, u armen ca n e $ me -this morning 
to report that she and her sister made a round of the 
shops last night to procure 
fruit cake mater iuls and that my name was 
in the pot along with many others who will be 
receiving a fragment of the results of 
their flyer into fruit cake baking. 1 h r ve tried 
every means can think 0 l to discourage people from 

si bs U if tU r #Ut in an W* *• roll 
sinb3 of fruit cake m my direction but to 

no u.v il. 1 must lack persuasion ........ 


Memorandum* 

Sunyy and 60 -ish and withal quite pleasant. 

, 1 ame t in rkansa 8 this mornina 

and. daughter phoned t? for* l Sister 

grace the table -cross ti l tl sa V they would not 

come tome rr.», fenoeaut tnstead would 

the rol/aT'l ,c /l 3 l, tUe /«»« at 11,30 and 

«««<! nappy Tn.uX ‘ S and euerytody 

‘ -ra z ixivz % 

orange-grapefruit-cherry cocktail. / ** 

ft tasrsssns* zvivrl ? 

Bey dinner. SS at tUe TJianksgiving 

x-i:H sJVsvSKif" 

oTtffLt U “**«•«* *> and Lie the 

J tiC opportunities to li'iidsrt Jr* ■» •> • 

Will probably be scant opportui tu it * r + eal ' s ' n 9 there 

narrow, other tn c n eutsidl J, is tl twill 

discourage visitations by bored people. 
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fr-'t 


so on, leaving me 


1 listened to several news asts tonight and 
fov.nd them interesting enough although embracing 
topics in some instances th t meant veru 
little to me, — such as pros and 
cons jbout sending aid to southeast Asia and 
w naering about the luecn of "nglad of whom 
my news castors seem to have lost, shortly after 
her arrival in shana. -^here was so 
much speculation prior to her visit as to whether 
wnere would even go, and then there was 

ample coverage when she finally did and even a broadcast 
of her speech on arrival, after which the three net 
works to whom'I listen seemed to drop her completely. 

remember correctly, she planned a ten day 
trip and. that 10 days has long since been consumed so 
1 lake it She curried out the schedule and is perhaps 
.ch Uom% J-t is rcmarka ble how 
much speuculation the radio can .do in advance of 

¥!* V V'* abruptly and, to me, how prematurely 

they can fell silent on the conclusion of a story they hove 
to such pains to build up. y J 

$ As between this paragraph and the above, 
my phone rcutg nd when I resp nded I heard 

AlZlng :{ relati, 


gone 


tely 


. ‘-ncle Buck jus died. He Wa.s savin' 
the blessin at table and he jus' fell 

I asked if number 7873 was being 
called and 1 was told number 7871 was 
Hie one wanted. So many people pass out 
jo 11. wing a meal out 1 never he-^rd of ^anyone 
dying while ask ng the blessing in anticipation 
a banquet. Somehow it seems so oddSomehow 

^minded me of de-. rge ,.rlis in Old English which 
certainly h^s nothing to do with the present case.... 


of 
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Friday, November 84th, 1961. 


Nemo randumt 

-Stirtwy a»d delightful all d^y and withal starry 
with a brilliance undimii by an ancient and late rising 
moon. j 


to be all thumbs on this machine tonight, 
the impression I somehow succeeded in 


I seem 
being under 

__ 7_ • , , , , 4 -CCUC U If n 

making the date read November 884th and 3 ome rather odd 
omissi ns m letters further long the line. 

It seems to me 1 have heard it s aid that 
the time to bend or strike the 4ron is when it is hot, 
and a goodly amount of mail came to hand, —the iron, 
ana ihe metal was hot a couple of times after its 
arrival, so far as secretarial assistance was concerned but 
the Jig and bigger bags from Shreveport knocked 
ou oil opportunity to make »s« of the secretaries and so 
o t,e iron cooled qnd the mail is resting in the 
arrmoir u?id there s a chance I may get to go 
through some of^it, especially the''air mail from Lyme, 
ejore tomorrow s outgoing post but one can never count 
on anything a second in ad-vanee when too much family 
is hoovering , — a phenomenon that probably 
everyone hasremarked upon. 

And speaking of Shreveport, it is my 
understanding the three children converged on 
the place for turkey- day but only.mother and• 
daughter came a ere. Lloyd, it is said, remains 
married out never has taken a job although his wife 
ias one which ought to be some help in keeping that 
offspring s men ge keep going. Somehow 
the whole set-up in that direction grows more and 
more.. taudry and duller and more dull. Fortunately 
whaUm§ai&iect, pg* oA f a rffte 9/1 g1^8 viaiag^iii^ASt is 
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Sunday, November 26th, 1961, 


in the assurance that nobody in that bracket 
stays put" very long, 

I asked the tile manuf cturers to forward one 
of tlie tiles by mail in order that I might 
/*-• e it in a uance of th.e shipment so 
I could gt a likeness of same rigged up 
for the fress 2 nd so, if possible, h,ve the 
announcement coincide with the apperance of the 
item on the market, I think the 
little, item is rather good in a primitive sort 
°S w sy and next ■‘■hursday thcEnterprisc will 
carry a likeness of same along side a Cane^iver Memo 
th, t will h a v something to say about the tile itself 
which ought to give the thing about 2 s good publicity 
for local trade as anything, 

1 • S• Willard just called•‘■he connection 
w a s poor butl did learn she has 
heard from Frederika, —strange I forget the 
last name, the lady whose brother- Editor of 
■ he Atlantic Monthly, Frederika is in California, 
and plans to return to her 93 rd Street homeon 
tl \e 10th and has asked if she might see "that 
jiice nan who lives in an old house somewhere along the 
.yrn. lie, I reckon, or rather I, S, Dillard reckons that 
rederika might arrive in Natchitoches 
on the 12th, 12th or 13th, spending day or two 
in the Parish and thence to NewOrleans for a day 
or two and so on to Cincinnati where Frederika 
hassisier, and so on to the end of her journey, 

1 • o illard going no further than NewOrleans, 

VFiiFM.p-la ft '“ pe ‘ s ° ■A ,r 


river 1 


Memorandum: 

Lovely sunny day and night with thermometer 
in t(j)e 70's, 

(i ■ *i , 

It was just grand,to hue such splendid 
messages from Lyme to be n bsorbed Saturdc y morning , The 
Monday card was so sweet, the verse so perfect that 
as I read the line from little Miss Lee concerning the verse and 
thefqct that it expressed her feelings toward Lest a n, 

Lestan, having read and re-read it, 
couldn t think of anything more perfectly- 
applicable in enunciationg his feelings twoard 
little Miss Lee, "Things equal to the 
same thing are equal to each other," 

Nnd may 1 say how much I appreciate the verse 
about the Yucca, discovered in the ma erial, turned up 
for Natalie's research, I h-u c feeling I shall t 
find it may be used some day tq especial advantage when 
I get a round, to do another column on the old 
house tiiat Frederika ‘<eeks was talking c hout, 

1 cpprec iute so much the vignettes covered by both 
card and letter, vignettes of life as it swirls 
in Lyme, I think you expressed so neatly 
the regret about the friction obtaining in the household 
of the be-loved neighbor. It is puzzlingg, in a 
way, that the person who should be doing the 
most to keep things smooth and pleasant, should be 
the one doing so much of the fulminating^and racket making. 

In the final analysis, I suppose the unpleasantness.that 
,%on inues to be stirred around that hearth is a 
defense mechanism which the guilty so often contrive 
to give the impression that the innocent re c f Hit, 

Lere we... • “ of tliis method reminded me of 
ai episode in which I once participated. One time 
I was quite taken aback when a person for vihom I had 
tried to make things a little more agreeable, was 

miHmpmimvimsiammumulinr 


-1 oil*. . '0 









T" 
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Monday, November S^th , 1961m 


■‘■he prowler summoned up all his energy to complain 
about anyone who would be sc mean as to surprise 
anyone thus engaged in stealing. To give him¬ 
self- a feeling of moral superiority, he 
automatically tried by his talk to try convince himself 
that it was the owner of the merchandise being stolen, not 
the thief, who ought to be ashamed, Jor if the owner hadn't 
caught the thief, the latter-wouldn t h ve had anything 
to feel shame-faced about. It's as fine 
a n example of cock-eyed reasoning as one could imagine 
but it seems to me off hand that that is exactly what is 
operating in the case you mentioi j where harmony dwells 
precariously if, indeed, it hasn t entirely fluttered out 
of the window, and yet the very one who occasions the up¬ 
roar is the.one who probrhly concentrates a thick cloud of self- 
pity, not ferthe onewhom he should be cherishing but 
for his own selfish self. 


femorandum • 

Cloudy and warm with a little sprinkle during 
th.e afternoon with a promise of a little more during 
the night but cloudy only and a little 
cooler for the morrow. Whatever is going to be done 
by way of boistrousness this week might better come 
now and get it over with so that those who would converge 
on - atchitoches on Saturday may be blessed with clear sailing. 

Under separate cover, a copy of .Sunday's Dixcie-Roto 
goes forward. „You will note a pretty 
picture of The Jiadows on the cover and some black and 
white shots of~interiors in the article. 1 shall 
drop barren a JLine, thanking him for keeping ye olde 
mansions to the fore but I shall not tell him you and 
I are prob a bly equally pus led that he didn't run this article 
the last week in October when tlte dedicatory business 
was going full hi ; st instead of waiting a solid 
month to print it. 


Every,once in a while, everybody living in an 
historic or widely known place, probably has some 
adventure, parallel to one 1 had yesterday which 
repeats itself in varying forms once or twice a year . It 
was nearly five o'clock in the -f term on when a 
friend passed by on his w c y home and I asked him 
to saw a bta^d which I had marked earlier in the fternoon. 
<hen the Job was done, it was almost supper time and I 
offered him a glass of port in uh ich 1 Joined him. 

As he de pa rted, 1 heard some ladies chattering by the big 

pot. I didn t ecognize them at first, —Carmen, 

her sister and *ranees Henry Perkle's mam a, Roberta Rue. 

There was another lady with them and ■ gentleman, 
introduced as Mr. and Mrs. Stencil of 
Shr veport Mr. Stencil presented me with a bottle of 
port which I opened. Carmen's sister and Mrs .Stencil had coke 
and the rest of us port. I thought perhaps, like me, Mr. 
Stencil had had a nip h efore we had assembled. I missed 
supping with the folks at the big house but that was alright. 
Carmen called me from town about 8 o'clock and ex¬ 


plained she and her 
whom they had never 


companions had not brought 
seen before, —just road- 


runners who ■•aa c the ate and nave the 


the Stencils 








i 


I was sorry to learn today that orman Fletcher 
got a cut on his head requiting several stiches onSaturday 
night wheiihe was in an a uto wreck in town. A 
colored man with q friend v:as driving in the 
same direction Norman, behind, was drivi'ng. At a 
curve, the colored man in /j is truck slewed down a little 
and apparantly Norman didn t realize the speed he was 
making and crashed- into the truck from the rear. 

It wrapped the truck around a tree, throwing the 
two colored men out, bruising them co nsiderablg, but 
not seriously although one is still in 
the hospital for further X-rgys. The firuck burst 
into flames and was consumed. I didn't hear how 
ba<Jly Norman's Chrysler was damaged but I 
assume it was pretty well "stove in". 1 guess 
a ll three concerned were lucky they got out was 
well as they did, 

> ■ 3 !• 8 “• > TfT u : 
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I am so glad you called my attenti on 
to the Life article fabout the Adams publications 
the particulars of which, of course, delight me, uie 
■day, 1 suppose, some * oundation will publish 
everything, including Henry's voloumineus 
manuscripts, the whole representing a 
really staggering „mount of knowledge, contributed 
to posterity by this remarkable family. 

Life usuqlly reaches me on Saturday hut 
last Saturday s issue arrived today instead and 
I want to say how much, through first inspection, 

1 hav found in it, naturally enough I am 
thinking what a wonderful time a couple of people 
I know would have in going over it together, 

A glance at just one item reminded me to thank 
you again for having been so kind in sending 
me the clippings about the k/ hite House soiree 
in which the world's most distinguished cellist 
contributed with such distinction, The 
picture in this issue of Life is so perfect and 
will lend itself so nicely as a post script to 
the article giving such a wealt of 
details. 

Today's post brought a bill of lading 
from Rock Ha'll, Maryland, suggesting that 
the tiles may be coming along now and will 
accordingly arrive in time forthe Christmas market, 
ihe^nterprise is, sending me as soon as possible some 
tear sheets from Thursday's issue of this week so I 
may use the illustration and Cane^iver Memo to send 
to Junior League and other gift shop people 

who have handled Hunter cremations successfully in the 
past, 1 cm writing some of these letters J J 

tonights* they may go forward as soon as the tear sheets 
come to hand and so things rock along,, .. 





Memorandum j 

\ 

Cloudy and cool, 

\ , 

I felt pretty noble last night 
when jotting down yesterday's memo. Hut I 
might as well break down and confess I'wasn't noble 
at all 'for although I forced myself not to mention 
Monday s appointment in Lyme which little Miss Lee 
had for her check-up, still, a 3 you may 
readily understand, my thoughts were revolving a bout 
the matter viadly and while I have been holding 
the thought that all would go swimmingly, still 
I don't mind saying I am consumed with anxiety for 
a c confirmation that all wint splendidly and I shell feel 
ever so indebted t you if you will drop me a 
c rd as soon as you ere informed and in 
the mean time 1 shall continue holding the thought, 

I was mildly amused today when J went over the 
bill for the tile because the manufacturer 
charged for "Art work", —just to ching up the 
original painting, exactly twenty times what I had 
paid for the original. I sh 11 make 
little out of the investment in a monetary sort of 
way but I shell get the principal b a ck and perhaps 
realise enough to put through the CottonCrucifixion 
at some future time, d cW counting 
on the latter, —if and when, -- to contribute 
something by way of tolerance to some segments of 
society and if th^t is achieved, then all this other 
effort will have been a most satisfying 
adventure. 


9 * • * 
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■‘■he artist is forever a stonishing me, sometimes 
pleasing me and sometimes provoking me. In the 
Past couple of days, she has succeeded in making 
me provoked in joying no attention to copying 
the 0 ru ifixion which looked just a s much like 
it in design, color and so on asda Vinci s Hon Lisa 
resembles Rem.brant's ■''light Watch. Bu she 
did succeed in making me laugh although she didn't 
know it and 1 said nothing and didn'te ven bat r n eye¬ 
lash until I got beyond her tenge of seeing or hearing. 
She was so triflin' in the way she did the figure 
of the B1 ck JcsuQ that she painted, the white 
loin cloth, not dr : ped downward from the hits but 
from the knees and 1 think I shall give it 
to ^ames as a Christmas present, it is so 
perfectly outrageous but hilarious. 

And speaking of Christmas reminds me that 
I think I shall send yo\'.rs l_te this week or early 
next. 1 -shall advise you just when at a later time. 

It is glass and I think, perhaps , it would * e 
wise to get it going ahead of the rush. 

1 ordered it from Jlew Orleans -nd it has arrived 
and, curious as I was, I started to open it but 
• after having started, di scovered it was 
so well packed and was destined for such 
o long journey, it seemed to me I might do better 
not to remove it after a ll, and so I put t he 
flap I had started to open b a ck again, put 
another wrapping paper a round the package a'>}d 
shall send it along regardless. As I haven t 
actually seen it, j shall not be surerised if you 
do or do not like it but I shall hope it isn t 
toe disappointing. 

* 

Celeste complains that ° . ti. isn't going to bed 
and sleeping. I reckon, like his mama, 
he finds it impossible to slow down even when 
tired. It is said he might go to Mayo’s for a 
chech-up after the holidays. Perhaps Hayes can 
persuade him where ethers have been unable to do so. 

Carmen celled me this evening to s ay a Hiss 
Todd of IheVoice of America had called her from 


t.sohserue 


Wednesday, November 29th, 1961. 


Memorandum: 


Sunny all day but cool and clear tonigh with 
the promise of a frost. 

Today's post brought tear sheets from tomorrow's 
issue of the Enterprise and 1 enclose one which may 
reach you a day or two ahead of the paper although I can 
ti of no particular rush - bout it although I felt you 
would he interested to see the likeness of the tile. 

9 

I. S. Millard c lied last night I told 
uer of the problems I Wasexperiencing in trying 
to get the artist to copy one of her former masterpieces 
■‘he CottonCrucifixion. I. S."ilhrd s c id that 
s te as c oed if the artist could ds it since primitives 
seldom seem to catch the spirit of ji original composition 
even when they have already painted the original. Very kindly she 
ojfered to come down one day and see what she could do by 
way of photographing in color the original and, I believe, 
that would r.e just the thing for the manufacturer to use 
m transmitting the work on to tile. I didn't 
ask her when she t ought she would make it and 
L suppose it may not be before the dew 1 ear but there 
is certainly no rush i bout the matter and I 
a* quite prepared to wait. I believe that by using - 
'• step-ladder, one may get the camera above the 
level of the beam that c' ts off the lower portion 
°J “he composition: in the illustration used in 
■ L he~nterpr ise pamphlet, issued at the time of 
i,he Pilgrimage. h is will require the camera to 
be put on a slant, duplia ting the incline the 
mural itself slants in or er that the 
picture doe n't get cock-eyed angle but I believe 
this can be chievedr readily enough and J- h-ve 
already prepared the foundation for the c. '.era 
nd photogrpher so that the film may be 
shortin a twinkling-,■ once the materials for 
the purpose o.re to hand. In the mean time, I occasionally 
gl nee at the artist s efforts to re-capture her original 
rendition and laugh in my heard at the results #4 * < . 
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Juanita .1'. is staying across the fence 
for a couple of days and I found her with mine hostess over 

the coffee cups this morning. She was as kind as ever 

b-t she seemed to carry the solemnity ihatcomes with 
Hie cares people in her situation. I discovered 
no merriment and a couple of attempts on my part to prime 
a little gc-ety brought forth not a drop of 1 ughter 
jrcm either lady, both of whom seemed concerned with 
the humdrum spects of d a Hy rcutineju : nita 's 

no the r 3eems to be improving, so far c s the hip is concerned 

r 't 13 hr v ng some difficulty with a swelling of a toe or some such 

-* ;i itl1 ' 3 worry is prob :ly greater on the p rt of the daughter 

who already has herfile of worries full eno. gh with the 

new h se' her husband is 'building. She thought 

sne woul, not be able to s >■ y this weekend but as that- probably 

depends on the whim of h'er h sh a nd, 1 think she must be existino 

in a nerve -twisting vacuum and felt sorry for her. 

» • • 

/is for Juanita £., she is still await in a 
visitation from the stork who did not arrive on the 
25th when expected, The coffee was fresh and 
tastey hut 1 was the happier when I could get out into 
the sunshine and b <sy my8el.' with a half oxen 
liitl chores. 

It seems a little ridiculous rut I think I 
wall send your Christmas package, mentioned yesterday , 
by the same post this memo travels. If ittakes it 
as long to make the trip as th uiles are taking to come 
this way, it ought to arrive fust - fout o?i 
time. Assuming, however, it will not dw a ddle along 
the way, I suppose it might be expected to re ch 
your true hand : day o tw' after this note, 
and thus will be clutter ng up your R gepda fur enough 
in advance as to make it seem like a souvenir of ye tervear 
bt the time Decern' er 25 rolls 'round, l hope you 
will forgive the clumsey way this year's Yulctide greeting 
has teen handled y ut I need . otrcmurk that the 
spirit behind the business, however, is as genuine js though 
its arrival had been more timely. " J 


If this memo 8eems a little more dis¬ 
jointed than usual, it might be due in part to 
too many interruptions , 'phone c 12s coming in from 
I. S. >iill a rd,flrs. 'A'alker and Carmen, the latter 



"Ml 




rT 


»yi 


her if* i 


\ 5 &ry.nce__ on TV in 


lit 


m. 


‘Thursday, November 50th, 1961. 


Memorandum : 

b'old, wit *lcxandria roistering 25 andShreveport 50 
uring the night. It would op pear from this that 
the farther north one moved, the warmer it got which seems odd. 
Today s sun warmed things a little and 

clouds tonight will probably st^ve off a freeze tonight. 

ft 

The day was.pleasant enough in other ;.ys although 
I did getone unpleasant surprise when the^hanber 
of^ommerce called to read me a line in a booklet 
the-C'epartment of^ommerce and Industry has fust 
scattered far and wide all over the State. It 
had to do with the fireowrks and light festival on 
Saturday at flatchitoChes and recommended to all travelers 
attending triat festival to start out early in order 
that they might have ample time to pay a Pilgrimage 
to Melrose plantation, open all day to pilgrims. I 
shudder to think of the confusion around here on Saturday 
butl shall make it a point to keep as far away from 
the front gate as possible. 

During the coffee hour, 1 spent most 
of the time listening to something a little 
incredible and conveyed by mine hqstess, the other lady 
having gone to town. I still don t understand 
why mine hostess the night before had ..ppu rantly 
left no stones unturned in telling the other lady how 
impos ibfe the latter's, husband is. It wasn't 
a matter of truth involved but the matter -of wisdom 
insuch a recitation, Whether a spouse knows 
the tbfectienable qualities of her lesser half or not, 
it probably isn t going to contribute anything 
by way of profit to anyone by having such t ings 
recited. 












r.« 'i j • 
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" note from °ames reports he will 
head up this way either Sunday evening or Monday 
evening , i shall try to get some ,of my 
wust stuff" out of the ux-.y before then, especially 
such matters as a column and so on, although 
the weekend itself is going to be pretty well 
o a ngea up so far as any quiet is concerned. Betty 
Lane Regard Cturagere and husband, Keith, are 
going to be here and they always like to visit me. 

vn* - Sa -' S aud his Wife will be coming 

\.p for uhe j i reworks and I reckon that means I'l 

get them “unday and the same goes for T.Ashton Thompson 

and his wife, I suppose, j should like to 

chat a little with T. A. T. and th a n k him again 

for his good offices on Con ressional Library 

matters in the House of Representati es on my behalf, 

but , what with two or three other people 

in town who have asked me to do them a favor 

by receiving their . riends doesn t imply much time 

for desk work. 

hrnl .™ <cm .*\ a A* WiTe here J' or supper and Juanita A. 

K +i ht 4 Christmas present from Pat and Juanita E. 

' tlLe J orm °J a cake. Sister arrived before 
supper, too, Saying she had stopped 

in town to see Mrs. Wagner who had sent me some special 
oleanders ly Sister and Muster asked me if 
I would write and thank her, —Mrs .’Wagner, - 
although, instead of delivering the gift to me, Sister 

d gone to see Jan a ad June and given them the oleanders. Hummmmmm. 


One or two pleasant things by way of primitive 
art in wood carving came to my attention this afternoon 

*«•, tySl&??^Pt! r a i httr rr, ’ V ' a ‘ 

tM e wr.riu$ m*m . 
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Rriduy, 1st, 1961 


Memorandum : 

It has been 2 little cloudy and much warmer and 

ana there mil be many, who want to do in town. “ # 

■he radio this noon stated that Governor and ir rs 

Tev S did^ d t Sly ; UP * uUnR tJuqe to icrrow noon, 

travel but V°i h0U) OjwnsSs steed, Sunshine would 
h but suppose he takes to the air, too. It would 

interesting ,toto know how.Sunshine likes taking 
, c . l0l ! as * X remember once wondering how 

/isrsffs felt a bout motor rides but from what I observe 
ocally w ten it is time for the cowboys to move from 
one pasture to another several miles away, how re dily 
their horses step into the trailer and go sailing off 
without man •sting iuah ‘• .oilon of ;yj it • 9 11 

77 1 horudcast this evening but 

StyiJ catch up with high points at IQ, 

, 3ister wa3 high at supper and ate nothing 
but talked ... great deal, “he asled me to come 9 

nm/r t riTJ U , h i r r in lf T SS t '&*i«'s room which I did 
an .1 I did what I could to lend n ear 

altht gh, must say, it was mighty tireso .«. J. H 

: ' Jer and g^ve her as good a session as ny psychiatrist 

* lut * as hc said to 771(1 later, it wus useless 
talking seriously to a: y one un ler such 
i nj lienee. J *g came over to see me and 

"1“* s i ould te <*•»« ini said ht mv.lt 
appreciate it if 1 would make a round of the. tig. house 



_ 
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before folding up my beard and I shall be glad to do so, 
x hreading my way in th darkness from I ucca to the big 
ho'.sedi.r ing thehours when honest burghers _re asleep 
somehow reminds me of 1948, I hope these journeys 
m<y not end abruptly /or the same reason those did, 

S hours 1 ter . 

I stepped out on the gallery, hoping to note nothing 
but somnolence on the horixone and Lol I found that there 
were many lights on in the big house, - L went over and 
found t,he bird had flown. She had gone across the fence 
where there seemed to be sc me loud talk hut that w a 
all _?id Si. I returned nerc, r ealizing it is always better 
to le ve things for the family to settle. Ho sooner 
hd I returned here, however, than J, , oame h ack 
-nd together we went to the big house. He asked for her 
c^r keys which she g ve him and he recommended a seditiveauh ich 
which she took, three times he, who should avoid 
steps, mounted them to see all the lights were out and 
she assured him each t t,me she would go to sleep forthwith, 

'<Je stood out of doors and chatted for a while. He feels 

some kind of treatment in seme kind of an institution 

must be engineered, l he General is in Florida% 

returning on Honday to BatvnHouge Perhaps some "biting 

will be decided then And guests• to spend the weekend across 

the fence, owr or five, I believe and rpHitds of parties 

in townduring the afternoon and. at night end 

the Commerce nd Industry p mphlet announcing Melrose 

is open for tours by the public, 

. k * 

Somewhere i once heard an expression • - the quiet 
of the country, Verlily I feel sorry for the • 
town dwellers at this stage of civilization, so- 
called, . 
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Sunday, Hecember 3rd, 1961, 


Memorandum : 

The weather is truly remarkable for the purposes 
implicit in festivities, —fair of sky and upper 
70’s of tempe rature and seemingly much 
warmer in the suit. 

• / 

It is 3aid on the radion that the crowds in town 
were estimated to be between 7 5 a?id 80 thousand 
which is -]Uite an augmentation of population 
for a town of bout 15 thousand, I know not 
how other eating places fared but it is said that 
at the hotel where they had anticipated 
large business in their dining room, they had prepared 
dinners in boxes that could be taken out in case the 
lines of people waiting for table, service grew too 
great, ![%e lines formed and expanded, they-say, 

and although tons of boxes had been prepared, the supply was 
soon exhausted and people had to cast bout elsewhere for 
something to eat, 

I know not k how many times Santa Claus 
descended by parachute from the skies, 

Keith told me he saw him once - bout one o'clock 

when he and the rest of the folks from across the fence 

were driving in to town, 

9 

The local a;id Hew^beria folks, after the 
p ro.de, partied at Inez' house until dusk-dark when 
they botook them.selves by invitation to the home of 
1, S, u illcrd, giving on the river bank, where they viewed things 
advantageously, after which they journeyed on to t hcCountry 
Club where a fine time was h d by all, —all with 

the possible exception of one, at last, for it is said la Beaufort 
had her husband there, that he looked worn out but what has 
health to do with slaving off country club parties, 

I guess J, H, and 1 were the only one's on the 
plantation and we supped together and liked the me sure of quiet. 







V 
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Monday, December 4th, 2.962, 


Back hone, 1 did seme desk work until q little 
after 9 when Tom Jewel 'phoned me from Sylvan 
■Friedman s house. A flock of BatvnRouge 

rlmnV%^ 8 V ld tU Sir Wives ^ ere at a Friedman party and 
om, as Speaker of the House, together with his wife were 
cmvng those ,resent . They couldn't find my J * 

num er in the ook sc Sylvan called J. d, and 
he ;-ve them my under. - L hey wanted to stop off 
l, -‘Cre on their way home to Hew Rpads but it was getting 
a little foggy and so they called instead. 

. , hvs y f ron early morning until now, nearly 

midnight . here were people passing this way, friends and 
family friends. I guess there were 9 or 20 at dinner 
across the fence, Sister remaining to partake and then to 
town. Ay afternoon was full-up and I, didn't see a lot 
0 n/. C { lk + S ' , 1 ' xever d id see Blythe when us here with s mel ody, 
une set of people would arrive h rd on the heels of those before 
and aames called, from town and then appeared here between ' 

four and five, in time co h a ve a chat with the Knipmeyers 
ad a pother and_ wife, a Covington banker who 
mould talk with aumes about thjs beautiful home 
ef a cu8in Ida Chapman and so on. 

— ’ ^ 1 . 

Eventually James and drove in to town for 
supper and thence on to see the lights and then on 
to leave a couple of primitives ordered 'by the pikers 

W t C r VZ tUe7a U ~ friend of Jrs. Roosevelt for 

" hristmas. »e chatted a while there and then 

rcturvied home for more chat and thus theweekend spun itself out 
and, I waB t too exhausted when James had gone so that 
; P lck U P passes and s traighten things around a 

little, have a hot b . ih and then this little 
chat with little Hiss ±ee. But sleep will come readily 
m about two minutes when I have folded up . 




Memorandum: 

1 farm and sprinkley. 

Ihe postman brought two or three pieces of mail, 

l *h»i+ d + } 9 ? 1 i ti L er f r ° mL y in<: > enclosing the clipping 
about the best known Joneses of Britain which 
1 find gives full particrticul rs about 
the points I recently inquired bout. A secretary 
came while •James was here and so I retired with the 
aforesaid helper hutran through the stuff very 
quicklcy so a s not to le ,ve my guest too lonq 

*title'*nil f. 9 + eSt , tha t l I like to give the secretaries 

a Utile something to do rather than sending them away since Iona 

ago I discovered it is better to h a ve them do a little 9 

soaething each time, no matter how unimportant, since 

it doesn t break a routine. I shall 

/i a ytf cj cf?ance on the morrow to examine everything in 

today s post a little more thoroughly. 

Before reaching Yucca, James had slopped . 
at the artist s house where he found a Cane lk iver (Bobelin 
te liked. he explained she had,made it for 
some man in Hew rleans who hadn t picked it 

up J e P Said slie wanted sell it right away 
and that when the man came, she could till him 
her laughter had sold it when the artist 
was not at home. 

Just before James reached here, Andy tapped 

" 0 -vi V9 °“ rr . *»<? a big ° ld 3ack on ,iisb zck. It 
; * l,led ° f lo ck o.f cypress knees and things 

Tit 3 ° rted °' At a '' id res ued from the wood pile. 

Like the primitive artists of our acquaintance, I think 

And y 3 Xi f; Cle * fIa P°V* n ^V’Hg, —has a love for 
pretty things y ut isn t always certain wham is 
uniquely beautiful and what is merely pretty. I was 
so glad Andy had come when he did and when James arrived, 
and me hud displayed tUe pieces, suggested James 


. * i *» 
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Tuesday, December 5 th, 1961, 


might drive us down to chat with Napoleon at indy's house which 

we did, 1 he route is familiar to little Hiss Lee since 

the present Bynog menage is none other than what 

was the Clementine Hunter cabin just below ijhe spillway, 

I beleve Naptletn told me he is 79, He isn t well 
and his life is is sad, his wife in town, being insane, put him 
out of the house and so on and so forth,. He was enchanted 
with our visit and never suspects, 1 think, that L had been 
encouraging him to carve things so that his time and 
thoughts might be ta en up with other matters than the dark 
clouds of his smashed marital existence, To Andy's 
surprise, his uncle who had app.rantly told him he was gomgto 
keep somethings for himself ,nd had not included them 
in the s a ck, suddenly tortted out a couple of pieces that 
were abstract and heavenly of line and when he saw I admired 
them, tried to make me accept them as gifts hut, naturally, 

I declined, tomorrow v^mes will buy hims all sorts of 

carving tools und surprise :i apolcon by pesenting them to him which 

is just like james, —a quality which is forever- surprising 

people who have never been moved by 3uch kindness, —dullards 

who are foreve trying to find something sinister is what is nothing 

but pure charity . 

Hetruning here in a drizzle, we chatted a bit, 
intern pted by the visit of the secretary, and thence to town 
to view the lights and then on to I, S, " illard's 
house where we had a glass of wine and thence to the hotel 
for dinner and then another round of light-looking 
and then deposited T. S, “illard at her house and down 
here and here T am and the clock approaches 11 
and I shall be folding-up forthwith, ““ ' 

And so the spirit of Chr ,stmas is already 
pbroad and because Napoleon is going to be 
be the happier, all the wo.rld, including thee and me, not 
to mention vames, is going to be so, too,,,,,,,. 


He mo rand urn : 

Cl udy and a little cooler. 

Again the hour is rather later than usual, 
what with again having dined in town, viewed the lights 
nd again returned here for cn evening of chit¬ 
chat, covering m-ny phases of life, general 
and particular, ... * 

I had suggested that James come donw early this 
afternoon ...nd , in response to c. suggestion on his 
part that he might stop off to pick' me up to rn?i down 
to see H a poleon, I recommended that he go 
there j irst which he did, I sensed he was 9 -ing 
to do something for N a psletn which he did ..nd 1 thought 
it much nicer 11 a round for giver and receiver to be more or 
less by themselves. 

, He said when he arrived, Andy opened the door and 
asked him i.iside where he found Napoleon hard at 
work on his carving, Napoleon spoke pleasantly while 
Andy went to he car to get some packages James had 
asked, him to bring in, I suppose the next few minutes 
musz h a ve been unique c.nd mystifying in the livesof 
the^ynogs for pc bably nothing like it ever happened 
to them before. 'James, seeing a table in the room, asked 
Andy to bring it over by the window and to it James 
attached some gadget to it, -r-cned tc hfi : the wood carver's 
m a terial firmly in place when he was working at it, 

Chile this attachment Wj. s >'incg made, Napoleon 
went along steadily with his carving, *hen James 
opened another package, producing a chisel and malet, 
talking the while with the industrious nd seemingly 
puzzled if not perplexed Napoleon and the astonished 
Andy, then another package was opened containing something 
else which Napoleon eyed out of the corner of his eye. This 
package w s followed b another and another and finally the 
last package which was a special knife for v rio s types of 
carving and Napoleon ceased his work -nd somewhat 


» * » 5 • • 
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Wednesday, December 6th, 1961. 


‘-ujlu rum tie had found t 

lattlTcrUdi U9lit ' /apolev ' 1 ***«, the 


cost u ” Bui tl0W ^ wc/ * are a11 these thi ; 


J£/s going to 

y 

^t was only with the most 

% r ‘?,vz iss'tgj/jrjiS /Iap ° ie,n *•** 

I wllpip * 

was in the nature of o ■<i ft LI , ! * eve rythmg 

he had never seen, here* re 11 u vresent- J °'*■+? /i?::rs earlier 

trot, Um :11c! !•«*.,, , «M *• 

11 e pass mg this way on the morrow nd I shall hr r i ; x . 

oo«r and oy C r a o in. now 0 +, , uii ^ 1 b °ut 

midnight, i'll h e t ffaaolin^i V '+•?, °hour approaches 

fly "it,, hl^wlo l^plndll]^ Ttl° tUe 8 ( r in s* 

•W™ ?i * 

a 0* city which rules out d ew g rle 
likely future home. j shouldn't 

It V'r P /c l l e » V e w#u2d eventually 

j f ) san.e.i for -daichit dies sooner or later 

It. Wr t s interesting nd hearteii-m v ' er * 

e»»/W«a«. i y, *}.„ tuft fff/fff‘fir,f ° 

°* *A. hospital ii. Wariest™ ?his suroer 

cenj lied to -up that although »ne e./ her 
three do jhtsrs mas ready /tr eellete, she 

n:ftf g 3 cUTs^ti b i fulfil ,*r *?v* i,i ' w a/ 

»’• *A«» first gear at lel.t. ® C '‘ Ud 
Chievefhil lt*a?t«ling~aM?i “witf'l “ *' *°* 

|jUSS^ifcgW« ^r..». 

5j t/iis or zhai friend . -and now iMV. t 

to a Caneiiiver -emo and then c all it a day . 


Yei/ie rand urn: 

Foggy at dawning, followed by drizzle and withal 
cl a my. Ihe rain gage showed one inch covering the 
past 24 hours. 

I reckon James returned home today. 

X -ra so glad we had such a nice chat yesterday 
for it g ve me a much clearer picture of elements determining 
the place in Louisiana they may decide on as a permanent home. 

It has seemed to me right along that Kay would probably 
find herself surrounded by many more friends 
if .Jew Orleans should be selected as a dwelling place, with 
a cottage at Pensacola and a house somewhere up this way 
which, from a financial viewpoint ufould be simple enough. 

But, according to James, Kay deesn t want to live 

in theCrescent City where she has mighty few friends .1 As 

he reviewed Kay s physical condition during the six years 

since their marriage, it seemed obvious that she 

had had little or no inclination, because of her illness, 

to cultivate old friends orround up new ones. 

With the whole lower MississippiValley marching irrevocably 
toward its impending status as thc^mcrican Hhur, there is 
little point in deciding on any property as a home 
in that area. So runs the reasoning and 
there is no reason it isn't valid in their minds. 

I must say, however, that i;he conclusion leading toward making 
home in a sqm'll town as far afield.as - J tchitoches strikes me 
as one o' the correct answers, perhaps, but not one 
of the correct answers that anyone else might hit upon. 

I reckon it is impossible for one person to 

gauge another person's designs for living 

and I, for one, am forever puzzled when j C ome into 

contact with people who experience no 

reaction to the wqrd "grandessa 

* 

interruption . 



• » • ■ * r 









r.t'i-i i 


T 


From the FRANCOIS MlGNON PAPERS, #M~5889 in the Southern Historical Collection, 

University of North Carolina Library, Chapel Hill. FOR REFERENCE ONLY: PERMISSION TO 
PUBLISH MUST BE REQUESTED. WARNING: MOST MANUSCRIPTS ARE PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT. 


r 


11504 


30'di t. 


Andy 


Janes just called fromBaton^oi^.e. He said he had 
left town around 10, reaching hone at 2 this afternoon, driving 
through graij countryside and dri: nicy but* somehow all 
pleasanuly in the "atteau manner and withal pretty-pretty. 

He wanted to report that Fay had just called from 
the bluff, saying she was just back from a Christmas shopping 
round with laStorn in Charleston and that she had 
discovered a ebony bust , a little smaller 

than ohe one sent me f cf an ebony gentleman last summer, which 
ought to be the man s bride and that she had ashed the shop to 
send it to me and 1 could make whatever preparations I wanted 
-I/ Wcy of preparing for wedding festivities for the E-bonny couple. 

Hy own st^y -at-home activities were varied enough and 
c.ime to help me this fterncon and to report on his 
uncle s delight with his fine & tools which r. Pipes had 
brought him. L he greatest astonishment of all, it turns 
out, on the part of both J/apeleon and A ndy, is the iact that 
Jr. Pipes, they felt sure, had never used the tools as they 
were so fresh andunused in every particular. The poor 
things simply couldn t imagine anyone buying them such 
gifts for it had never happened to them or to anyone they knew 
and their delight was equalled only by their puzzlement over 
the whole episode . 

I » 

I .don t 'ccall if t I mentioned that the 
portrait of Grandpere s wife, above .the little cabinet 
where &bony stands, fell then other night, knocking 
Ebenny to the floor, crashing Blyethe's varmit gourd with 
jhe black candles and wreck ng a couple of wine glasses resting 
on the same cabinet. By some miracle, nothing save 
the glasses was damaged and as ames had got me some new 
wire, Andy helped me get the portrait back in its .accustomed 
place. ■'be might have gone further 

with our ende c vors, had not Juanita B. come to spend and hour 
and a half with me from 2:30 until 4. She seems ‘ to be 
quite gay and not worried a bout the » ... 

fact that the baby, expected on November 25t , hasn't 
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flmrsday, Decern' er 7th, 2962. 


Memorandum : 

Sunny and cool. 

jfjTrjTt >**»*• 

hauling' out lame and the day was busy on that front. 

This afternoon th.e artist called to inquire 
if I wouM ''receive a couple of ladies from Hew Orleans, 
friends of Hr. Caroline Talley. I would. 

They were nice conservative ladies as to manner and 

TeTulli XTSSSS ZftT.T v *%«*•?•** 

Te C U lllTwlrdU n ^{oleWlllt illZlJuke*to tee 

the gathering together of a collection of his 
art that sometime in the months ahead I shall 
publicise. I think one excellent step m 
that direction will be to offer an cxgtusita example 

toons of the better known museums. he stamp oj 

toone o into a museum, would, 

approval, should one j ii*a i os w y pe0 ple pushing 

it seems to me, he }W)t ckecM ," d cheating, «« 

each Be that as it may", Uapeleen, thanks te 

old as the hills. e t to turn eut 

the kindness of vames, is now -thina. A 

some creations which is the most " 

dab if publicity, following on the heels of me it 
ctni/q into being seems the most logic 1 thing in the 
world?and we shall see what we can do about tha . 

Prosoects for making some progress m such 

. I f ende vor is lways exhilarating a nd 1 

in a s big a sh ft of sunshine as possible. 
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Ae post brought nothing of particular interest 
" ia . ; s O-Lad to receive a Package from, ‘■he^.iterprise 
containing some re-prints of the tile storv which I shall 
send along with orders for the tile since it may serve 
Qs a talking point to gift sho s selling same • I 
had not asked for this reprint and thought it kind of the paper 
0 supply same as a surprise. I shall enclose one although it 
is old stuff to one keeping abreast with 
local doings. 

„ , . / with a mmi tod y, just back from a trip to 

aliform where he had observed the recent fires from the home 
of one fhjjt Ins friends living in that area . ^e made an 

explanatory point about the reason for so much destr \ction 
that 1 had failed to learn bout over the air. He 
said that the extraordinary heat generated dong the 

inii S iY, eS !- aild tUc , b Jtom of the canyon produced a blast of 

inordinate, almost torandc, intensity so that great 
hushes and even g00 d sided trees, already partched. 
were detatched from the ground and hurled high into 
the air abovethe dwellings higher up on the hillsides and 
znat when these descended earthward with great force. 
striking a building, they would explore, scattering embers 
11 over the place and naturally setting fire to 
everything they struck. He rise mentioned that 
the tremendous heat was hut a secondary factor to the power 
oj tie wind that the neat produced in the rising air currents 
so that ihere streams of water were available tothe firemen 
t’ic iater seldom reached the c nflagration because the 
wind would s blow the water every old which-way so that 
it was almost impossible to train it on the fire. ‘this 
is the first account 1 h ve heard from other than the 
regular news media and I found it provided me with 
q better understanding of certain elements 

in the catastrophe of which, until now, 1 had been ignorant . 

'‘ltd new must knocks off c couple of letters 
*uatamala to see if I can extract s.me particulars 
aooii^ t e crucifixion pointing in the Cathedral 
m that country's capital. I s-. .11 approach 
both political and religious sources : nd the latter will 
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Friday, December 8th, 1961. 



Mem randum 


Cold cti d dri 


Celeste went to Alexandria to do sho oping 
while J. H . went to attend a Library 
Board meeting and every':<dy dined together 

B , hotel, including Fssae jJ ae, Sal'lyFarrell end so o 

el 11 letcher, also a member of the Board, 
end of stuff around to J. H,'s 
' F viewed some of the plunder when J. II, 
ste got home a round 4' 30* 1’here were big sl c hs 
or cheese, made at Southwestern, egg nog, 
lemons as big as b.seb 11s, a new fangled 
vegetable, said to be f a cross between celery 
and lettuce a?Jd 1 don t knowwhat all* As President 
of the university, Joel certainly dishes out 
liberally "for promotional puruses", I suppose • 

■ L here were gallons of ice cream, etc., etc., and 1 guess 
what looked prettiest to me were big heads of 
caulifotier, — chonfleur, not 

in the conventional white coloring but deep green 
and. some in a purple, the like of which I 
had never seen before. c omet- think of it, 
one used to see purple c bbages butthis color, 
as straong s the violet in egg plant, wassomething 
new to me. 


I. S. " illard, h a ck from Monroe, told me 
of a disa ree a ble encounter she had with one of 
the Longs who operate a motel in ~jinfield . In 
mid Ho vember, through her B..tonEouge e \cational 
office, I . S. "illard, pi nning to be in 
Ulinfield, had her secretary make reservations for two 
nights around the middle of the month at this 

rndtiepiax., giott^o r tl?H I e . S J : WfWrk'Hi uf<? n 

have to be somewhere else and so another letter was 
put in the mil, cancelling the reservation, on 
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Sund y, December 10th, 1961. 


the Is t of December, I. S.Willard is sent 
a hill for both nights. She topped at 

the motel to see & bont it and Hr. Long said the c ncellation 
letzer came long after the reservation onehad 
arrived, H e said he had thrown awey the envelope bat A 
T ^ acC0 ' , - Tri dations 

hit the nail sL ap on the head when she opined th,ajJ^^BB^s 

it seems the Long type of Hill-billy 
relished eing disagreeable to any 

everytne • y ' 

j, „ t°, be !ic,th er flv.rryn^^Fdirection 

o, southern Bell telephone. As I un !«r^|nd it. 

ie operator at the central office ccnn t determine 
which of the 8 subscribers o?i a party line 
has a rece ver down when calling the 
operator t: make a long distance call. Accordingly 
this or that user of c party line makes 
l0 "9 ; is ance c.lls with abandon, giving the number 
r>j some other of the 8 on the line be,ng used and 
naturally the consequence is that several people 
tj whom I have heard h c ve been receiving fantasticy 
bills ,j.na thus far the So them tell has forced them. 

-o pay and, it is said, in one instance, the 
Ci.mg>any collected both from the the person in 

a *V' e , r tewliov }a call Was supposedly made collect 

a^d from the subscriber on the 8 party like who had 
neve made a call and didn't even knew of the eistence 
of the person to whom the call wasput through . jt 

all soynds pr tty crumby and 1 r eckon we aha. 1 be 
hearing more bout this before long . 

ihe wea iherbureau premises much warmer weather 
tonight and through Saturday undJunday with 
widely scattered showers. 1 hold the t ought 
it may be a quiet weekend and perhaps the showers will 
discourage read runners. J should like to 

-paper hasn t i rrived as yet end I suppose the Editor 
would like^to get ahead in deliveries, too, since 

+1. m mr.il a h~-n* an 51* +. m Runkeum nr attm* aunh 


Memorandum: 

•j.rm and r iny at.:rday, cloudy and cooler 
ted.'y. I hope the snow in exas and Ar, .isas stays rinht 
there. J J 

• 

Saturday's post wasn't large but pp rs to >e of 
quality. The several letters, including a regi tered 
one from Lyme . re resting in the n rmoir", safely awaiting the 
arrival of a secretary on the morrow. There w.s 3 ome kind of 
* c a $ ' b,ie Ht. Mathew's School yesterday and a parallel 
donnas at another school further up the river 
todugt^druininq off 11 who know their alphabet 
until zomorrow s routine resumes. 

1. S. Villa rd called me last night, saying 
3".e )a departing for a \tonR uge this morning. She said 
Dorman Fletcher and tiis partner dropped in to 
see her in the afternoon, proh.bly to pick up 
the p inting of the fort she has been executing for their 
office where, i am told, they lready h v a fine likeness 
of the--Jr ican Ho se. She reported that they 
confided to her that a Mrs. Muptty of Eldorado, 

Arkansas, has presented, the Hysterical Dadieswith 
'a check for three thousand five hundred 'oilers 
„s u gesture of apprec atin of the good work they h ve keen 
sing. £ pred ct the chinking of such an amount 
of jol 'oilers will inspire a profound respect 
on t\e part of m ny Parish citizen who too often incline 
to dismiss the preservation efforts as something 
of no matter. 

\ 

■nth such - ner, : egg, I reckon the h dies ought to he 
able to give so serious thought to ‘purchasing the House 
of the Brides, pretty little :nte helium hone 
somewhere in the general neighborhood of 
the Aginee .louse. I shall, acceding to 
custom, put my two cents into something which, is none 
of my business by recommending consideration 
of such an undertaking when 1 t alk with Thelma in the 
morning .ndwith Carmen in the f ter no on. 

fo* illui <»« l-JL, "-■JC ».-« i„ Ueir 
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Society s acco fit reminds me that a couple of 
years back when hey had two or three hundred 
doll rs on he credit side, la Beaufort, ct a meeting 
of thcBoard t addressed the chari to s\'.ggest tice most 
desirc n ble way of making use of the money, tc'wit, 
by giving themselves a party at theCountry Club, &he ought 
to envisio a much spiffier arty with thirty five hundred 
dollars on this go round, - 1 should think', heedless 
to Say,the Board did not approve her recommendation 
on the former c occ j.sion and 1 dou t if they will ^ 

on the second, should she repeat herself, ^ 

A weekend ;lews item over the radio ment^tficd * 
the name of NoddingC'arter whose effigy ir is it cffagy, was burned 
in Mississippi somewhere long rihout Thursday or Friday night, Hodd\ 
is quoted as . indin this news very gratifying since it would 
■ppear only likenesses now a re burned in contrast 
to actual people, as was formerly the case, , 

I continue giving thought to the CottonCrucifixi on in 
a tile rendition, James thought it a daring move 
on my part as it will probably entyragc the hill billies. 

He is undoubtedly right but I tell myself the Kingdom 
r ' &eave ;i would never make m ch pn ,ressif one 
were deflected by potentials in the Demon camp, I 
doubt if any emporium in Natchitoches would dare 
handle 3uch an item but I reckon outlets in 
more metropolitan areas may be tapped, He 

ought to et the item ready for Easter release, Purely it 
would make a profound impression on somebody like CousinEmmet . 
Mention of his name reminds me that I must 'inquire as to his 
present whereabouts for 1 h aven't heard his name 
mentioned since he headed out for the Orient 
ever so long a go, 


On the confidential side, I learned the Bluff lady 
some time b a ck wrote to a c urch in Morgan City, 
asking if they would accept a gift of twenty thousand dollars. 
Strange to relate, they would. The lady /tad a wonderful time 
for two weeks or so, accepting letters of laudation from 
various and sundry connected with the church. Finally 
the check was made out and forwarded and then payment 

stopped,Verily, there is something for the psychiatrists .. 


Monday, Dec ember fig th , 1961, 


) 


Memorandum: 

I'/arm and wet. 

The dandy letter from little MissLee absorbed 
and loved and fifty billion ways of expressing my 
delight in the new partnership wouldn't half 
cover my enthusiasm, I've got to get 

busy and see if by pushing sles, the tiles may bring forth 
c dividend before little Miss D ee takes off for 
a vacationa few months ahead, 1 think it's 
twice as much fun attempting this project jointly 
nd I hold the thought a modest profit may indeed be 
realized, Chat I am especially anxious to do is to 
engineer the Cotton^rucifixitn so xetime this 
Spring even though it m y drag its feet a little 
at the beginning and 1 prohrhly cannot hope for 
Natchitoches sales, I feel, howev r, that it 
might be an item that would tr vel quite a Ways if 
distributed through proper outlets and 1 am 
lad that there wll be a fewweeks ahe d that can 
be devoted to discovering just where, as to city, and 
just wi$h place, as to shops, that will be most likely 
to come through .to greatest advantage, I_shall 
hope you from time to time with details regarding this matter 
and s all rejoice with each passing day that we are 
undertaking the tile business jointly for that 
is what gives me a maximum sf delight. 


9 V. 

Naturally I was enchanted to learn that 
both little Miss Lee ail d Lestan and, unbeknown to 
each other, contemplated breakables in the department 
of Yyletide gifts. Somehow it seemed awfully 

. 1 


\ 
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1151.3 


■I'v.ead. : , December 12th, 19Q1, 


early tv Lesta'i i when the pach ye to lyne went forward but 
now that the rush is said to be on,* perhaps it wasn’t 
too fur ahead at tie destination point, 
j4s I never saw the object that went forward, I can only 
hope that I shoull not have disapproved, had I 
inspected it, , 

» 

cs, I did '<ear news reports concerning the 
fire in the building where little Kiss Lee has had 
occasi ?i to visit now nd again. Like the Harfford fire 
of this past week, it seerie> 7 to be one of those things that 
no one every expected and that, even after it has been 
explained, one finds it difficult to imagine* as 
having been likely, even possible, a ??d especially 
at the altitude where so much of the damage was done. 

At the moment we are in a cartons atmospheric 
situation, intense cold just to the north of us not 
far away hile locally it is several degrees hove 
average. The cold blast, rolling down from the 
north, got held up by a sudden freak 

blast from Hew Mexico sweeping northeasterly toward the 

dr eat Lakes, cutting off the cold on-rush, 

and providing us with an inordinate amount of rain. 

Storm warnings were issued today in the tornado 
section aon a line from Lake Charles to Texarkana, with 
Natchitoches Parish named as being right in the 
path, Put I didn’t notice a? y speci .l gusts 
and the warning was withdrawn at 8 tonight, 

Deridder, La» somewhere southwest of here felt a 
dab of breeze when some roofs were blown off houses but 
it must have been a local matter. Tonight it 
is still ruining here, ->e have had 2 inches 
during the 12 hour span between 6 a*m, and 6 p,m, 

I seem to have a stack of letters which I didn't 
open.hut shall on the morrow, Most of them, I 

r‘Baia»*,WcW'Wi}ps$*Um»M m'rttajtU 


Memo randum • 


Cloudy all day, fallowing last night’s rain 

“5 sundown a nd now the new moon slides slowly 
**?&•■*« ** fl cloudless sky and the 

thermometer will sag into the 20’s before dawning. 


' ox. 


/ 8 *all package, perhaps the size of a shoe 
9 ses _ jorwcrd m the samepost with this memo, A 
Pcpcr sack is enclosed for ct> nuenience in disposing 
0 j the package wr ppings, Per.h ps ' 

n) e nv J i klet tf l . ±he s P iral Ending should he witheld from 
genial circulation, the rest is ccsu 1 enough, 

. l n / essl felt a slight jolt tad .y when 

a letter from o mes announced he would no he scemdinn 

iS3 f h tUiS Vear aixA that he Panned 3 
nc>*e -no -her round up this w,y, arriving on the 20th, 


heiher along the Cooper in South Carolina or 
theCane in Louisiana, everyone, I suppose, does what 

J> ° r r r y ela , 1 j ives a ' id friends, especially at 
* i riovmastime, I don t mind saying, 

h jwever, tiu.t once in a while I am profoundly impressed 
via ai senee of imagination somewhere along the way and 
the present instance revolves about a y 

case ihepmiiiis are beginning „o bulge, nd lreudu 
/ --m beginning to receive curds and letters 
from people only Vaguely recalled if, indeed, remembered 

° t i Cr J e i n P° Uit came to hand today from a 
r , le tter accompanied by flower seeds, 

1 v.idn t explore the letter's contents for it was 
long and hand written, After 1 get around to 
explore its contents, perhaps the identity of 
the riter will emerge into s.me kind of recognizeable 
focus, 

Lasse Lae's card, regretting the absence of 
time to call on me made me luugh. She proh.-bly 
t know I realise she lingered fQur 
But it ms S nic^ e %Wm& s rr,eWfrMe*A vMrdthfm rswsJBack, 






Lyme •••• 
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, IU Bm The envelope for this memo has already 

»»t' ■ been made • I am net certain the ribben 

will reverse, If a halt suddenly develepes, 
the resulting blank m 11 be understeed. 
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Wednesd ay, December lZth, 1961 • 




/ i mess to her, I must confesss I think that somehow 
she is a little timid about setting foot on this side 
of Che fence, stemming probably from Uerpast efforts 
to secure what she must know I, for one,opposed, 

A slight interruption of an hour intervenes between 
this paragraph and the a hove-, Louis ffardifti, senior, 
called to tell me about his new boo , --No 'Jan's Land, 
a story r bov.t SI Camino Real• Jr, flardini is 
such a kind person, a born researcher and utterly 
incapable of writing anything that anyone much but 
another researcher would read, or, more pr cisely, wade 
thr ugh. But, in spite of al 1 the trivia, unfounded 
conjecture and endless tangent running, the 
book has value, even as a barrel of pebbles containing 
a few diamonds is better not thrown away, I shall do w hat 
I Cali to give him some encouragement in 
Cane iver J-emo, walking as sedately a spossi ’ le the 
tight rope of praising the book without recommending■ it 
to the casual reader and. all thewhile t rying 
not to di.sco :i .r ■ ge the author, 

Jr, Jardini's book has a jacket in which red figures. 
He said he had had to decide between it and another 
that w„s attractively designed and hadchoscn the red 
because he thought the color attracted the eye morethan 
any other hue, I didn't tell him I 
knew what hems talking lout but I was 
thinking n bout . the red I wanted to have incorporated 
in theCanc-iver Harvest tile and had to forego because 
of techincal difficulties. 


James included in his letter the addresses of 
some people he thought might le a ble to give me some data 
on the colored Christ in theHuantamala City Cathedral but 
I did no getareund to make envelopes for theh today hut 
sh 11 pursue those sources with a view to getting data 
for the CottonCrucifixion tile forthwith, even though 
there will be ?io publicity on that score for severe months. 



Memorandum : 

Sunny and cold with last night's low 
down into the mid S0's, 

An air mil from Lyme came to hand in 
today’s post to delight and suprise me, I rejoice 
ever the delights experienced by those, especially two of 
oho sc attending tUe thus i cal perf ordnance as Mentioned 
in the Message • 

, of 1 delighted, too, that the decanter came through alright • 
a nd .that little Miss Lee liked it. 

Until today's aiivnail reached me, I‘ hadn't r ealised 
Ly^e had had a visitation by the snow man, I am glad it 
didn t linger too long and I am convinced little Miss 
lee spent her weekend time most wisely b remai nine 
inactive, 

! 

I passed b the store this afternoon where D 
encountered rat who asked me if my machine needed 
a fresh ribbon. In re spouse to my 
affirmative response, he picked up his little 
daughter and we came over to Yucca to make the 
installation, *‘he little one is getting around 
to the talking stage now andpronounces her words with clarity 
although she doesn t form many complete sentences as 

yet* . , . 

Over the coffee cups this morning, I learned 
that it is expected Sister will be here for Christmas 
and mine hostess commented that she had called Dan's 
. wife to invite that family to dine here, too, and that they 
had accepted, Mine hostess further reported laughingly 
that Dan's wife had remarked they had been setting out 
flowers Sister had brought them a couple of weeks back 
from some landy in town, D a n's wife, June, couldn't remember 
what kind of flowers they were but was sure they w eren't 
camellias, *ith her tongue in her cheek, C e leste 
had asked if they might be azellias but that didn't seem to 
sound right and then Celeste seemdd to study hard and 
then asked if they might be oleanders and lol June said 
th t was exactly what they were Smile, 

Celeste asked me if I didn't want to invite James 
















* 
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* 


to IIqUc l 'lirt3tma3 dinner with ua but. naturallu T 
declined with thank*. 1 don't ntind expesingmuself tc 
the radiation but 1 am determined net to expeee a JrVeni. 

increi\ed‘ti‘,,l’il :rp ’ c1 ?' i ‘ batch */ in-ceming mil 

-a 

thesisVl JtiL et S ' r n . 9etUn9 in deeper. I notice 9 

**• lad »*• 

were a few packages but all of them from peeple I 

eTtVrti 11 k I° W aUd l f 'en against tomorrow's 

efforts 9 I am grateful that 

seme ef these items areceming far enough in advance of the 
J“ in al week so they, at least, can be .acknowledged 
before the pile-up really gets to mounting and 
visiters prevent me from devoting much time to 
o» ything ether than the humdrum and the sec ialaneni ties . 

I am so delighted to learn that little Mi** l »» r 
such an excellent opportunity to view . F.K at 9 * 
such comparative close range .1 think it quite remarkable 
*at so many happy coincidences have enable her te view so 
j the eminent at such vantage points as the 
parade of celebrities h a ve swept along over the years . 

z&f&jste .- 

1 tried to contact thVulaj' Vaplr^hlplnl Vts^edVtUn^* 

{* J he had no already gone to press but school kids 

on the wire made it impossible for mete put 
through a call until too late. I had hoped 
the announcement in tomorrow’s paper might refer to 

•co or is as the logical heir to the mantle of thereon of *mer 


many 


P r im iti 


( 


Oe. 


. 



Thursday, December 14th, 1961. 


emorandum• 

Rainy and chilly and the same thing promised 
for tomorrow. 

• 

Tfb swell of in-coming post continues and 
I find myself, as usual, getting swamped in holding 
shelves that are already cluttered with cards, letters 
and packages rSequiring ancknowledgement 

haven’t as yet acknowledged one fine gift from 
theCarrolls of Denver from last year and today came 
another gift, enabling me to kill two birds with one 
stone, if and when I ever get their address • . 

Twice I h a ve written the Post Master of Denver, a sking 
for theCarrell address. I can't seem to 
remember what happened to the first. The s econd 
resulted in the Post Master sending my letter to him 
directly to the Carrolls, on receipt of which, icredibly 
enough, theCarrolls wrote me, referring to t he letter and 
failed to pu theiraddres3 either on the letter 
. . er its envelope. Today's package i3 from some 

shop to which T shall address myself andT find sua proceedure 
tiresome. I should think they could pu their address on the 
card enclosed in the gift. 

And from Cousin da ^ hapman of. Covington comes 
a 9 ift, sent direct from a Mew Orica,is shop. I 
probably can get heraddres3 from Jarnes m 

• 

I think the radio stations are correct 
in advising senders of Christmas greetings to shop early, 
address pekages clearly and so on but I wish they 
would add one more admonition about 

people including their home address with cards that are 
given shops directly topeople on behalf 
of would-be donors. 

A jacket came to hand from a Charleston store with a card 


1 
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Friday, December 15th, 1961 


Memorandum 


Still sprinkling and chilly in the 40's, 

I belive there is usually a bout a 20 degree differen 

, reQcU ’*Sf between day and flight . J Durin 
the past 24 hours the variation has been only 3 tr 4 

degrees a nd the average temperature is a bout 11 degre 
lower than usu c l for this date . y 

xhe mails,of course, continue heavy, Perhaps 
I snail get to today along a bout tomorrow • In 
any event, I siiplified things tcd a y merely by settin 
both first and parcel post class things together in a 
reserved^ corner and shell go into same when I can, 

Ihe radio talks bout a racial scuffle in 
BatonRouge which sounds a bout like the one in 
Albany, Georgia • If James witnessed it, it will 
be interesting to hear his report, 

_ I% s » l>il lnrd a buna tonight, thinking 

j. might learn something from downBatonRpugc way but I 
no response to my Cj.11 . She had opined last weekend 

that 3 he would be returning home on Thursday but Drob, 
changed he? plans • 

My 9 o'clock coffee hostess reported herself 
in something of a quandey about Christmas • It 
seems that Dan's wife called her confidentially to aaj 
after having accepted Celeste's invitation to dine he 3 
on the 25th, Dan had learned that Pat and Juanita B 
had also been invited and that D a n probably wouldn't 
come if Pat should be here . Tfiis seems like a fine 
point since Dan keeps a desk in Pat's office and must 
see him whenever he goes, there « As Jucnita's 
November 25 scheduled b a by hasn't arrived as yet, 

it is probably safe to assume it may arrive somewhere 
close enough to December 25th to prevent her from 
doing much road running . Sister and 
daughter are expecte delighting nobody andperhaps she 


from Kay and A unt Willie • Tt's just the type of coat 

I like for out of door doings but it's too 

small • I shall return it to the shop on the 

morrow, asking for a larger si2e • Kay’s presen ce 

at the Bluff during the holidays confuses me a little as 

to a gift package to SouthCarolina . I am sending a joint 

gift to Kay and James in the form of a book and naturally 

that will go to James when he comes up here or to BatonRouge, 

should he be there • Does this mean K should accordingly send a 

to *unt*illie only which seems logical but alittle 

odd since I know Kay is there . j wish the Registers would 

somehow get together on Christmas regardless • 

•And I guess that is all the beefing en°hristmas—for the 
moment* 


I found my hostess at the 9 0 'clock coffee hour 
radiant this morning . There was shopping in town yesterday 
morning, luncheon at the country club at noon, 
a shower at the Friedman's in the afternoon, a change of 
costume there a houts and thence oil to a Christmas 
party and dinner of the Exchange Bank in town until 10 p.m* 
I know not what tonight’s program is but aa 
J» M, did not come to supper, I suppose there 
is mornb entertaining in town in which both 
husband and wife will partdipate and tomorrow 
night titere is an R . E . A, party in town and so 
things spin., I reckon it is true that 
there are lots .of things other than alcohol on which 
one may get drunk • 

A 'phone call from the store a bout 1 0:30 
announced Blythe and Joan were there, asking me to 
see them, the water and mud being toopervasive for them 
to make it through the gardens in therein, Celeste had 
found them before T arrived czud talk was pretty much about 
people unknown to me, Blythe brought me a handsome 

SSW'tthWiMLSiritBI 1 


hat is that 
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Sunday, December 17th, 1961. 


and daughter will 

net, 

to hnue much W VVV 7V ' doesn't seem 

.j I ** */ a» idea c s to the number 


0huil,7 „‘ 21 «<■!/ after Christmas .r perhaps 

° hU J;:, 3l l‘ ■*»« »«*«« dcesn't seem P 

9 J a n idea as to the 

so often 

-__ iu u n (i# mu /* -n i 

in the first place • 


a ^ongr^egati onalist^call^d^me *o« 3 ^ S G " d 

«• ...»„ 

*“*aptUU reported that p^Zl/s.me ^' °"* 

members of his W» rch might not get behind such 
i SS eri: wi th much enthusiasm because the 
building in question isn t l a ptist. jP r ®o 
all who did bother to gall, however, i w a s given 
that my suggestion had stirred up quite a lot of 

told r U t i amn9 -, their respective fronds and I a { 
told it is quite possible that Vfter the turn mf 
will undoubtedly be a group effort to + +'^ 

illiminati.n. I d , ubt if i d " it y p . JS lJ/g 

1 id til t* 9 * Sr n here forward . After all, h a ving 
laid the egg, I quite willing to let a ny who 9 
may care to do ® 


to 


unde rstand 


the year, there 


so undertake the hatching. 


on 


I saw 
my w a y 


0 • H. at the cattle 
to the post office. 


gap this morning 
He said he h a d attended 


talfr »nJ?ussi u *y Ellender. J. h. said he had 

seen J/iss Ramsey at the dinner. 77 ia t w a s ail /ie aaid 

a iout the "tche* and I a sked for no particulars. 

Carmen called to say Bill a nd June L a rson h ur 
flown down from Manhattan a nd want to come down to see me 




$uch. 

>r I should 


Memorandum• 

... L ^ e rains continue, the thermometer in the 

60 's. 

Thanks to the inclement weather, there were 
no visitors yesterday and none today, although I 
suppose I had better brace myself against the Bill 
Larsons on the morrow, regadless of a tom,sheric condition 
uey threaten to being along their small dog, 1 
know no her breed, but understand her name is impressive 
Jtily or rather Tiger Lily Darlene. It seems 
Bill has always thought Darlene among the more hilarious 
name3 a n d so it got slapped on the dog • 


On the theory that the death 


of Grandma Moses 

s bound 
oner 

Martin 


- c vj urranama u 

created a vacuum in the primitive field that i. 
to be filled sooner or later, I thought the so i 
the etter. Accordingly I wrote u arold Martin 
asking if he felt inclined to do something for the Saturdai 
Evening Post, especially in view of the wonderful collecti i 
of pictures of Miss Hunter they must have, — about 
150, I should say off hand. 

At the 3ame time, I wrote Look, regerring 
to their article on l a Hunter, —the 
one done by Clarence .John L a ughlin, pointing 
out that as a succession has arrived in the 
field in hiwh Miss unter flourishes, a n article 
might no only be timely but in the nature of 
a scoop, intriguingly entitled somethin like 


he r 


Heir to the Primitive Crown. 

I shall try getting Ora to do thi3 and talked with 
about it. She f a vored it 1 00 percent but 
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thought l ought to do it. .'He can fight a bout that 
after we get a favo able nod from Look. « ' 


■‘■hen I wrote D, D.Garber, —three letters, in 
fad, all a ddije3sed to her. In the cover letter, I 
did a personal account of my idea and in the two enclosures, 
I tre a ted the subject more objectively with a view to 
providing her with letters from me which she might want to 
enclose when writing to the Houston Chronicle , 
the D lias Morning .lews, 1heDallas ^‘im«s and so on. 


If little or nothing comes of all this, I 
shall eventually write the rocket, suggesting she 
get busy with her acquaintance in Thelie a ders Digest. I 
a m withholding such a communication to such a person 
however, until after hearing from the other publications, 
primarily because Carolyn would prob a lily never get a round 
to do it a nyw a y and there s no need holding up a 
flock of opportunities while procr a sti.n a ti on dw c ddles along 
into nothingness from that quarter. 


* i 

If I can find it, and I probably can't, 

I shall enclose, a letter from vame 3 which arrived 

Saturday• He looks forward to spending the 

holiday season in these parts. I shouldn't blame 

K aV if sli e resented hi 3 presence here rather than at 

the bluff during the holidays. I a m quite 

sure c imc3 never dreamed of such a thing and, remark a ble 

remarh a ble to relate, it probably never occured to 
K...y either. 

So tkrneth the weekend and 
I am thankful for the quiet in view of the hubbub 
of the holidays in the offing. M z y there have been 
a measure of peace today in Lyme, too...... 





(S' 





Memorandum: 

All blue sky with dazzling 3'unshine all day and 
an enormous moon ton ght. 

I'm writing a little later tonight becuuse I 
have been having a musicale, but I'm getting ahead of my 3 tory. 

My secretary came earlier than usual this afternoon. 

He had been choppin' wood for his grandpa and a piece flew up and 
cut him on the forehead a nd so he had relinquished that chore and 
had c me this nay to get the scratch patched up a dab. Choppin' 
wood forgradpa seems to be a favorite task for the youth but 
he had had enough of it for today when a flying piece 
halted tod a y's endeavor in that field. 

As was to be expected, today's post ran considerably 
behind schedule so far as delivery was concerned but when it 
arrived, it proved to be well worth waiting for, what with 
the ^ hri stmas package from Lyme '* hanks to 
its perfect wrapping, it came through securely and I found 
myself lo ing everything in it, not the least enchantment 
being found in the .gorgeous wrapping paper that looked 
ju3t like a transocription of the full spread peacock tail that 
had strutted in front of me as I came through the Yucca gate. 

The shopping b a g is quite the fetchingest item of its type I ha 
ever seen and is guaranteedi to excite much pride by 
the user and stares .jof envy by every eye that sees it. 

** t 

It goes without saying I am enchanted 
to have the Metropolitan program which circumstances have 
prevented me as yet from doing more than gl a ncing through thoroughly 
and the reading will follow. 

** The secretary arrived as T w a s unwrapping the Package 
and remarked upon the pretty cases in which the recordings were 
housed. u e read the Bellafonte name with gusto for 













\ 
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Tuesday, December 19th, 1961. 


Mem.erand urn: 

Even as yesterday, lets of sunbeams, lets of moonbeams 
but rather chill, 

• a miglit glance at the enclosure /er a moment 
os that ui 11 make mere comprehensible the remarks I have to 
make below . 


Bella/ante is a radio and T* charater familiar to him. Then 
he read the name of the -next record, 


My ? a vorite Choppin'" 

and I thought he was just r,bout dfoing to fall owp so 
striking was this title in the wake of hi 3 recent misadventure , 
Choppin' and Chopin were all and the same to him and I'm 
still laughing in my beard as I recall his initial 
amazement and then his uncontrolable hilarity, 

% ■ 

hen the Iarsons, —Bill and June, arrived and 
the giggling secretary departed and a pleasant hour followed, 

I like the Larsons but I must say I was distracted during tlteir 
entire visit because I w a s impatient to try out the 
new re ords and every time throughtout the sitting I thought 
of the records, I thought of the secretary and his 
favorite Chopn spelled Choppin'", 

rv r < ■ rr 

* 

Just before starting to fold up last night, 

I thought would see if I. S. illard hadarrived and 
on dialing her n mber discovered she was, having arrived 
after dark following a leisurely d rive up from BatonRouge. 

he said she is on sick leave for two or three weeks and that 
the doctor had c dvised her not to drive I 
thought of ay when 1 ,S,*illard allowed that having 
re a ohed Mate hitoches alright, —there was a slight crack in 
the 18th vertebrae, - she is planning to take off by jet for 


1 J ® c0u P le •/ •/ Visiting up yonder. She 

a,., an 


The letter with a recepit in duplicate, the original 
being returned to Matches, arrived along with a check. I 
thought it kind of Mi3S Myra to take the trouble to leave me 
this token of her friendship. As she was an admirer of 
Hunter canvses and as she displayed them in her drawing room during 
all recent Matches Pilgrimages, I can.think of no better 
use of the bequest in applying it to a tile depicting 
the CottonCrucifixion. Putting the latter on the 
market will require about two and a half times the amount 
of Mi33 Myra's bequest butat the present writing, it 
would appear that can readily be achieved since I have a 
feeling that little Miss Lee will appr. ve of using a 
portion of her tile investment to that purpose and no doubt 
James will welcome the opportunity to participate in the same 
venture. I do,ubt if such a tile will make 

any money but I think it will serve to quicken the 
imagination of many a person and perhaps the imagination aroused, 
may lighten the way to a little more racial 
humanism. A business man would frown 

on such an investment because he would be thinking only 
in terms of. financial profit but for those of us who 
are concerned primarily with human relations, it seems to 
me the firing of a plaque of the design indicated a bove would 
be ~,uite outside the bounds of monetary calculation. 

I am quite sure such a tile could not be sold very widely 
if at all in Louisiana at the present time except possibly 
in ew Orleans. But it might find a place on the*ashington 
or Mew York market. I envisi n it as a» item for 
smart shops exclusively. <. 

There is one , chance, however, that the tile might 
h a ve a»i extraordinary eucqess, depending primarily upon 

Wi&WJiS&VuHfctyS hfl % rrM$lls i frMwll$a9uBri w gVfiM29> way 
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uesday ,December Jf^th, 1961. 


caption as Heir to the Primitive Crown. If 

just one magazine should undertake such an article . the 

place on the throne by l a ^unier w m guaranteed 

and she will be in for pictures far beyond anything 

she can supply and, possibly, beyond what will be good for 

ler * She inclines to hit the bottle when fortified with 

ready funds, as was apparantig last night when she 

called me to rattle along in a fashion that 

can only be kept going by artificial stimulant. 

I must confess I find .myself brooding over the wuestion a s 
t9 w l e '* 1 sf ' tuJ -d 3tep giving her greater fame through the 
printed word. I th\nk that up to now, at least, her 
life has been richer and fuller then it ever has before and . 
douljt if 3he drinks anymore ty» a n formerly. Naturally I 
don t believe cutting off money from a person with such wide 
acquaintances as she has would do much to cut down aleoholic 
in-take. I should like to think that by having more 
money, ^he uses a better type brew but ± know this isn't 
so. It 3 odd, the cross-currents of reasoning going 
through my mind when I think a bout her and wonder how 
be3t I ca» contribute to her success. I perfectly 
persuaded, however, that poverty h a s h u mrcd more people 
than has wealth a nd I'm quite sure that nothing, not 

lfrl?cltn%uff. UrC ' ’ S ' U,U ^ mu ° h U 


Vc ' 1 continues Ueauy. A mtnj the Christmas 

9 ?? 3 a pair kuiti; ed bedroom slippers 

{ lH tUe De , llm FrBm tur Wisconsin friend came a pair of 

baking mittens, — white, --for use in removing 

Z ans f r9m the oven, I imagine, the mittens toward off 
ohe heat, and quite the most wonderful pair o pillow 
cases you could imagine, — snowy, fine white linen, with flowers 
m reds and clues emboirdered on. them and crocheted Ircearound the 
openings and, fo all the unexpected, a beret from the~Basque countrx 
I only regret little Miss Lee isn t here to examine the 
pillow-cases and try on the beret. And now 1 must write 

a n^ al HhMi U Vr,f eTn n\ per J t u PS - 1 sUa i 1 cal1 i Chicago in Natchez, 
folding 1 ./. T a da * F a vonte Chopin before 


Memorandum: <. 

Fair, and wonderfully briglit both day and night 
but still chilly with a convincing shimmering 
*J ice before sun-up. 

My day seemed a Hke bisy and dizzy but more 
because of broken routine than anything, guess. 

• • 

•James called from town around 3 this 
afternoon. I suggested he come at 6 which 
he did G nd we supped in town, returning here and it is now 
midnight. 

* * * 

Having mentioned his intention to beup this 
way at Christmas, I wasn't surprised that 
a. H, a sked me to tell dames’how happy we 
. a ll should be if he would dine with us on 
Christmas day. At the moment it would 
appear there will be few people at noon dinner but one 
neve knows until one sits down. I told 
a. H. l would pass along the word to James and 
about 6 tonight Celeste called with 
a wail, h a ving just he a d °ames mighrt be here 
before Christmas. She said she had 
written him this noon, sending the letter to 

Baton^ougc, inviting him to be a house guest across the fence 
during the hristmas weekend. Frankly, I 
thought her out of order for t h a ving done so without con¬ 
sulting me first but it didn t mutter anyway 
since dames was already in the big road heading this way 
before she even posted the letter. Of course Humes 
will accept the^hristmas dinner invitation and 
of course he will prefer stay-in.g in town, 
in independence to being G house guest in a place 
where there will he so much family jangling. And 
so I guess that phase of the holiday will be 
alright, , 

1 






- 



\ U( > Jt X 
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. stepping here, James had paused at 

ie artist's f i0 use and, as usual, had discovered 
anether phase of her astenishing artistry, It seems 

she had made a vine, tut of wire, I suppose, 
t^at trailed. c.onss the wall of her living rttm, with 
pretty green leaves shd had fashioned from green 
paper, I suppose, and then she had taken Kleenex 
and made the most perfect caikellia blossoms you 
ever saw, He brought me it one to see, J 
must say I never saw anything to beat it, 30 
perfectly is every one of the hundred so little 
petals formed and withal as delicate and 
as true to a real camellia as to make it 
seem oils that had jU3i been plucked from the bush. 
Fanatics for truth would probably complain on 
viewing the vine winding across the wall that camellias 
don t grow on vines. But f c natcis for truth never 
comprehend truth anyway and 30 that doesn t matter, 

./hen he . as here last time, theartist had sold him 
a Cane iver Goblin, u he confessed to him tonight 
that the quilt had really be made on order for , 
some body in .'few rleans but when he 
bought it, — James, —she had told the 
man that while she, la Hunter, wjas in "Frisco"— 
ima ine her being in B a n Francisco, her daughter had 
sold the quilt but that she could make the ■lew Orleans 
gentleman one to replace it and would charge him only 
fourty dollars which she did and that was that, Jhe had 
seve al pictures, painted for sows Shr veport 
doctor, boards a?id paints supplied by the doctor 
and his name written on the back of them but 
the artist, apparently plannined another trip to 
jnsco , —smile, —offered to sell some of them 
to 'ames, *he is a b~g but Lord, wh a t 
a creative gift, 

on the confidential side, 1 learned ,on most reliable 
and unimpeachable reports that the elder dragon 


Thursday, December 21 st, 1961, 


Memorandum ; 

Fair and sort of 50-ish, 

The holiday wheel is eginning to turn •-*uite 

ali:l "ugh my own momentum cannot 1 hope 
to keep abreast with things, still there 8 s an ‘ 

ctltZllff " pUaSMt 08 •»« f catefc up 

• 

I am told the in-coming mail is beginning to 
taper off but in some instances it continues a c the 
same level and I still find myself in that 

category, I try getting off three or four letters 
oj acknowledgement of gifts every day, even though 1 am 
r U ,m,„n behind and i/ I sticb U that schedule, 

I shall shortly be ack into the normal swing of 
things, J J 

t 

Tt is aSain midnight a nd my d c y has Been fairln run 
what with three or four field hJids\ "be sVpirltZi"d*pitting 
the gardens to bed, attenaing to people dropping * 

in for a ;i exchange of holiday greetings, trying to keep 
up with the post and formulating plans asto 
how best I can keep from getting bogged down and at the 
same time seeing to it that my guess in town doesn't 
get too much neglected, 

Tonight we r a n into town to deliver a 
package to the Walkers and to pick up simewet groceries 
that lad come to me from the Ohockleys and the Tom 
oewels by American Sxpresss which the Walke.s had kindlv 
accepted on my beh a lf, * 

t „ . t f . 

1 he Walkers dispensed good cheer, after which ^ames 
and went to the Town Bouse for supper and then 

'J • nHU Km r,« C/D x-. »> 


ivs?• was 


r 










r.udi l 
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l f ? 


I notice things got gummed up at the bottom 
of the ftreating page. Wh a t I was saying was that ° a mes and 
x dropped by the .talkers , picking up some gifts cominq 
to atchittches for me from the c htckleys and the Tom Jewels and 
then , after supping at the icun Hev.se, came doun this way, 
stopping at thcartist's house where there was still 
a light burning. She had pushed her TV around in tne rttm st it 
faced the dttr giving intt the adjtining rttm 
where she as painting so that she ctuld keep her eye #» 
her work and her world at thesame time which is something 
perbably neither Leonardo nor XichelAnge did in their remark ble 
careers. ° mile. Ho wonder the local artist, sometimes 
turns out a ctnvas wherevn some of the figures h a ve 
perfectly correct bodies a nd hands but no arms. Smile again. 

here were a dozen pictures, a couple of them 
i J ine, which the rtist remarked for some man in 
Shreveport. James noted the name, which the p a tron had 
written on the b q ck of e q ch c nvas when he had brought them 
for the artist to work om. name was 

that of one of the southwest s most distinguished 
ear surgeons uh o obvio\.sly must be going to 
scatter unter's among friends or concentrate 
a flock of them for his own delectation. 

* » ■ 

The enclosures speak for themselves. From 
Helen s letter 1 take it that Carolyn is Still Carolyn and 
jrtmAunt ill,e s ’that Colt el iiie is s till Carrie 9 
Of course, I have heard nothing from theRocket or 
associate. As a matter off c ot, I haven't heard from 
the lust or Lost <r_rd in o er a>year and there was 
no acknowledgement as yet of my la 3 t year's 
Christmas gift in that direction. I sent a tile to e a ch of 
ladies this year but whether I shall get any more response 
r remains to b e seen, J. H. tells me he has 


the 
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Friday, December 22nd, 1961. 


Memorandum : 


Fair and air-ish. 

It was such an unexpected plaisir to discover 
a Wednesday air mail from little Miss Lee in today's 
post 9 such a lovely assortment of Christmas 
greetings just as the holiday weekend begins. 

I am touched by your thoughtfulness in providinq 
me such a fine picture of the decanter, -tow I know what 

it looks like and I hold the thought its stopoer 
was l ntact along with the balance of the gift. j» making 
ifi sketch large enough for me to comprehend, there was 
not enough room to include the top hut I trust it 
came through safely, too. 

The card e.'.closed is ador ble and it is the only 
•ne gracing my desk as I pen these lines. *he angel 
appears to be strumming the harp with each tap of the keys and 
is the more gay because of its industry in making such 
heavenly r chords „ 

sUt . uld Rcve discovered a unicorn seems astonishing 
indeed and 1 am impressed that -th-e--little animal seems to 
be appealing to popular imagination. 1 reminds me 
that on his return from Chrleston, James told me that he and 
Kay had found an old rusted iron British coat of arms, 
tie lion and the unicorn rampant, in an old w harleston 
antique shop. The unicorn and lion were - bout six feet 
m height. the whole business was priced at 
several hundred dollars and although they had contemplated 
buying it for me, they finally decided not to, thinking 1 might 
\ ind burdensome to put in order and get installed. I should 
g q ve loved to have it and, of course, should have elevated it 


come 
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Sunday, December 24th, 
Monday, December B5th, 1961, 


to the top of the Unicorn Ho use. It was a relic from 
colonial times whqn it stood on the «. 

C arlesto.n w ustom s house , 1 believe, Perhaps, 

if it hasn p t already } een sold, they will re-co.'.sider it ayain 

somet ime , 

• 

In the mean time, the presnet one is standing beneath the 
Chri3tma.3 tree J"rom little Miss Lee that came last year and 
I have made u little fence around it out of slivers of 
wood so that it looks pretty much like the fence in the 
splendid tapestry of Eochefaucould which 1 have hanging a 'eove 
and in b~ck of the little tree, and the repetition of the fence 
encios ng theunicorn somehow seems to tie in the two 
concepts, 

vames spent the afternoon here, ‘>e supped in town, and 

returned here * It is now nearly midnight. , • • • • interrupi ton ,.... 

Thelma Kyser saying she had been trying to get me all day and asking 
if she, ''ohn and daughter, Janet, might spend tomorrow 
afternoon with me,,•••• 

• * • % 

It aasso kind yo to send the if clip ping a out Miss Myra, 
It 3eems fo me I put something about her and^evereux in 
yesterduy s pest to you, 

ft . i *4 .>'■<: '.\ii • 

Beftre dusk dark, °amea and x drove up 'Williams 
Avenue and * pointed with pride to two available bits of 
property, either of which would make a fine Register home, 
and " have a feeling they will invest in one or the other, It 
appears things may unravel sedately here for the 25th, I shall 
be thinking of Lyme and how things turn, ~all happily, I 
hope ,during the ensuing festivities,,,,,,, . 


Memorandum : 

Clear and cold throughout, 

In Saturday 1 s post came quite a few packages and I 
was just coming in my door, r turning fromthe Post Office, 
when Thelma called to ask if she, John 

and Janet could come down this afternooon, that afternoon. 

As I hung up the receiver, a fter an affirmative answer, 

Mrs. 7/alker called to say the EmericanExpress 

had called The Enterprise to 3 ay there was a package for me and 

to ask where t wanted it delivered in town, I 

call the Express company and a sked them to deliver it 

to the presidency's residence at the college and 

so they brought it with them when they came about 

2 o 'clock, t. 

It was from Madam Bio omingdale, beautifully 
packed and o viously having traveled 
without dent 
* 

for the contents, the glasses arequite the finest 
I h a ve ever had and x findthem perfectly exquise, so 
svelt of line, so oharming in their star etched design 
30 thin and eao-y to manage and of a sisethat is 
just perfect, Bo thing could have 

delighted me more and I thank you again for having put 
such a delightful extra coating on a Christmas 
that was already more than redolent. 

The Kysers came loaded with good cheer,- 
fruit, cakes and the Lord knows what all, and 
bearing e gift from the Hysterical Ladies, which 
was a little radio, much wrapped up and 
altogether pert, I like the one I already 
h a ve ten time better and shall ret a in the one from 
little Miss Lee, naturally, 

It had^been quite a while since the Kysers had 
bee-^alone and able to have a fling at 
things ge erally and we settled b a ck to have fun whey 

O * * 
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Dec. 24th and 25th 


Sunday was sort of a continuation of Saturday, what 
people coming and going and a trip to tiwn at 


conversation which had never really got going nicely in 

one direction, had to take on quite 

a different pattern and as everybody had arrived 

almost at the same time, so everybody left at exactly 

the same time and while it was 

a ll very pleasant, I wish the visits had been 

staggered rather than one on top of the other. 

Low Paul and Louell a ,a s is their custom after they have haa 
enough exercise in the iris garden, came to . the Yucca galler 
to call me to say they were ready to step into their home un 
the old mu^anolia, hard i. the iron poet, 
a nd when I went %o open their gate forthem, 

John came out with me so we could chat a little 
dL ong lines thatinterested us hut nobody else . 

And so everybody departed and I returned here to 
takecare of one or two plantation people when 
Ora and R. B. arrived bearing gifts, ~four or five little 
apple pies which 0r n s servant, a Metoyer, had b a ked, 
and some canvases and paint for the artist or possibly for m 
as a kind of replacement of the canvas I had presented 
Ora in September to give to the head of her 
Department at college, a picture which she tells me 
Dr. Cornw a ll or some such, is deligh ed to have and 
which occupies the domin a nt wall space in his office. 

u° ra L a8tcec * f i S ilie Kysers hudbrought the gift from 
tike hysterical Laidies and when I showed it to her and R. B . 
she confessed she had recommended this type of gift when*the 
discussed it, R. B. was persistent 
in showing me how to operate it perfectly, 
end as it works exactly as my prised one, it wasn't 
too long before I biossomed under his instruction. 

tetuxiaSSaAW&fjifc'a H VAiH 2 v» A. dined in town 


ZUUZ ne uact sent my letter to him a ' out the ^eir to the 
Primitive 1 hronc to the LaturdayLjening Post. 'I’here was 
also a letter from“arren Ogden, giving me the address of 
John «ilds, the H snr y lace representative in Uew^rle nans. • 

Carrie Moran whose pies I had mentioned <, 

in an article n bout the local *air at Pilgrimage time sent me 
a fine pumpkin pie and before going to town, James took me 
down to the spillway, next to which stands Carrie's house, so 
1 could bounce a little Qift in her direction and || 

so the day played out. * 11 

Christmas morning began early, as Christmas mornings in he 
country are want to do. Lots of my negro friends came to 
see me and it was all very pleasant . 

James arrived about 10 and £ 

was so glad to have him lend me a hand at answering the door 

a 

and entertaining my guests, many of whom he remembered from 

20 years a 9°» L here was quite a lot of glass washing 

to he done in iew of the number of people passing this way a?id 

1 neei scareelypgint out that the gift from 

Madam Lloomingdales couldn t have been more timely I 

naturally took only a sip of whine with each new groop that came hut 

somehow it seemed as though little iss ^ee sere almost present 

each time as I picked up my Christmas wine glass . The whole 

morning was 30 pleasant under such circumstances and I was 

really surpr ised when it was time to go across the fence. 


iffimd 
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liieaduy, December 26*/*, 1961 


Memorandum 


/^1C« by 11: 30, 

and everythi 
*, auanita and child were prese 
1 Safety and H, and d ames see 
nderfully well, comparing notes 
en J . H. was running Melrose in 
'MSP 1 was recalling old days at 4 
licious and 1 . .for o;t<?. ate far 


l was sorry to learn at breakfast that a n old 
hoiise on the other side of the river and up a piece, 
had burned to the ground an hour before dawninq m 

It was a colonial home o the *ucca type, 
built in the 1700's, probably a Rocque homestead, for the Rocques 
had vast properties in that area* ana what remains of 
Madame Aubin-Rocque 's home isn't ' too far away from 
the place that burned . By inheritance, I suppose, it passed into 
the Schlctte family and Myra of that branch, married 
a riedman, one of those classic objects for K 9 K . jsf, 
furies to fulminate against,' for the Friedman whom Myra 
marr ied is of Jewish a nd negro 'ancestry and is a Catholic 


< ti,n C, i e - duled f er another 
rsulatien and apparently f ed. 


ft ,7" at ■* Uc °a receiving 
at five o clock drove in to town 

tYinTui IVVfiVJf 

“ -S 

l'm sorry this pn Qe s ,, mq +n , 

I guess I <j m+ +, m _ H J se cms to h a :>e 
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Wednesday, December 27th, 1961 


Memorandum 


was at once a striking and lamentable sight. 

D shall unscramble an occas ional 
pest card new and then and enclose same from time to time. 1'h 
were two or three in today s batch that seemed more or less or 
especially the one from the HoddingCarters with a picture of t 
and a long 'jingle „bout current doings. I shall perhaps 
get it in a day or two from Celeste who wanted to borrow it 
to show to J #, H. There was 

a card from theBob Segleaus, too, thein address beinq 
4 Washington HguareVillage. */»« Village part sounds so odd to 

ears on top of theWaahingtonSqUare which, in f?* e old days, was 
in the two- words without the t^ird being added, 

Betty darter has a sister, a Mrs. Moore, who 
has a. place on i'/olf s Creek, somewhere on the ^ulf^oast 
m the Biloxi area, t believe, I believe it is quite 
a? 1 establishment. Kay and •James were thre for a few 
days and during their visit the Hodding Carter and 
sons came for a couple of days or so, J a mes siad he 
mentioned a'inds of J> ear, when chatting with Hodding and 
that one could feel the frost spreading around for yards from 
the point where Hodding stood as Hodding apparantly regrets 
having penned that volume, more sympathetic to our friends 
than he would pro^ a bly write at this 5b te date. 

Magnolia is giving a party tomorrow night and 
onihursday night Celeste is giving- c n egg nog party for the 
Uagn.l ia h.rU.gs, tue tUe S.o.V.M faVh.4 ana s. ,n , 

of course has invited ^ames dud me and you can readily 
imagine if we shall accept. 'Everybody present 
will be just as nice and just as uninteresting * 
a s one could-possibly im a gine and the ega nog will 
not be of the drinking variety but the Merry Widow c-ndy type, 
sp n up into a fluff to be eaten with a spoon 
guaranteed to have no kick at all * 


t . , i - v . <3 9 

onight. 

Blythe came this afternoon with Paul King 

1 • 

Ceorge °mit,, both of the latter being down fr 
for the holidays, 

J-hey stopped at the stere before coming t 
Blytli e_ wanted to see J. H. to tell him she was 
the camp. She said J. H. had i.ried to 
get her io retain it but I assume she was 
adamant. Blythe claims the road into the camp 
sufficiently well maintained by the plantation 
it possible for her to get in there much of th 
believe v. H. never pays C ny attention a bout r 
I have no doubt he would humor Blythe by doing 
improving the road if he thought she would use 
It certainly is a poor road hut people do use 
ren t on the camp is only ten dollars a year, — 
an astonishingly low rate, it seems to me, pro 
J. H. feels he rental would scarcely justify , 
°f a few hundred dollars to improve it. If 
I were Blythe I think I would retain the camp 
Hand h~ve camps closer to Alexandria th a n Cane 
suppose she will use their places for outinas 


ninute 
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accepted an inuitation to sup in town. He 
never went te town, of course, as James had 
a slightly upset stomach. I shall undoubtedly 
see o. R. in themorning and -<■ haven't a doubt 
he will be studying up sene way to entice Blythe 


to re- 


consiNgrdry seems to h a ve been busy enoughwith people and 
amt of much doing I somehow, l'm not sure hew, I 
got rid of an impressive stack of cardboard cartons, 
fancy wrapping paper and such like and aXl t while I w n s 
doing the job 1 found myself hoping I wa 3 n t 
losing too many addressed and wasn^t forgetting the flock 
sj people to whom I am still bound to 3 end 
acknowledgements. fuere still remnin quite a ? few 
Packages from shops with cards attached, indicating the 
identity of the senders hut not their addresses. I 
1 had better do a column on that point. 


Ay 


guess 


I continue receiving Christmas 

visitations from plantation folks who, for one reason or another, 
djd.i t make a round over the weekend. There were six 3 uch callers 
within a hour tnis afternoon when I was struggling to 
get things to rights before Blythe put in a n appearance. 

I learned various aspects of life in New Orleans 
as pursued by the rocket that interested me much 
during recent conversations. There is the case of 83 tickets 
by the police for unlawful overnight parking around 
pirates alley, 88 of which were ignored, there bye running up 
interest on nominal charges totaling hundreds of dollars 
and it was all very extraordinary and somehow 
right in line with the unconventional domg 3 of 
our elusive little friend........ 


r« » - » 1 

IJL 
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Ihursday, December 28th, 1961. 


Memorandum: 

n- * 

J icar and cold. Last night the thermometer 
sagged to 25 and ice formed on the pot. 

. U 

Ajst night I did a cclumn by the hardest in that when 

i had finished the • thing, I discovered the - ty ewriter ribbon 
--hadstuok before -<• Itad started and nothing appeared at 
all on the lank pages m I accordingly went to 
».ed at not too early an hour and arose this morning 
to start all over again, but there were interruptions and 
interruptions and finally after noon dinner, I began a fourth time 
and finished it, taking it m to town at 5 o'clock 
so the paper would h c ve a little of nothing to put under the 
Cane^iver Memo qpaption for its first issue of 1962. 

' . «. 

At 9 o.fock coffee Celeste reported that on Monday 
when Dan and his fqmily were there everything had gone smoothly 
cut last night * a n s wife had called J. h. to report 
that Dan hadtaken to drinking on Monday night after reaching 
home and that he had been f #n a tear ever since # j 9 H. “ remarked 
to Celeste that he couldn t imagine what had happened to 
the family, wha b with three of them apprantly all cracking up.. 

the in-coming mail is tapering off a nd when my 
guest has ended his visit, I hope to undertake a lot 
of over-due conrrespondence, / shall enclose 

the Redding Carters' card and today's letter 
from aarold * d artin 9 tiarold contributes to 

1 he Atlanta Constitution a nd I suppose its Editor, Ralph McGill, 
will be pleased to see the hunter name in the quotes 
from t hexane River Memo s inc eMcGill 
collection of paintings embraces s:me Runters. 


James came down during the afternoon and we looked over sc 


me 
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Friday, December 29th, 1961 


Memo randum: 

Sunny all day, The ice an the pet melted 
and it is clear and less chill tonight, 

It is s trange how things turn, >*hen Blyt 
was here an Wednesday ai)d told me she as giuin 
the camp, I simply didn t mention it to 
James when he came. 


1 hisafternoon J amcs came about 2 »30 and we planned going 
to town which we did not do, what with Blythe andJoan 
arriving unexpectedly, Blythe said she was so rag—a-muffin because 
she had been doing things at the camp, preparatory to 
giving it up and thus learned a bout it for 

the first time, Blythe said Ed Rand and 

Horace would '■ ecoming up shortly with a truck to haul away 
wheatever they wanted and that was that, “ <• 

«. I 

Blythe brought some elegent sandwiches and dessert 
for me and after 3he had departed, James asked 
if I though J, H, would rent him the camp. It thought 
o, H, would. But J, H, wasn t in and so James, who had never seen 
the place, and I drove over and Aewed it from the outside and he 


and the refreshments were very t a stey but I ate sparingly, 
havi nj 3p recently dined on fried shrimp in town, 

A letter from Wisconsin reports an unsuccessful 
?ff*rt on the part of that lady up t here to 
re-ch me b 'phone onChristmas, the Natchitoches operators 
be.ng un a ble tocome up with number .. j often 
marvel that mail gets through when not even the word, Melrose 
appears on the envelope but how much difficulty people h r ve 
in re a ching me, e specially when long distunce is involved, 
Epen when armed with the correct number, °ame 3 says he 
has had so much difficulty reaching me and that the 
Baton Htuge operator has reported to him that she has never 
had such misadventures with Natchitoches operators a 3 
when trying to get a call through to me,-Perhaps 
there is an effort to g>t s slap b r ck at me which is 
understandable enough, ferhaps, however, it is rely 
some confusion over the party line system, the same system wh 
a while b a ck prevented**, G, Henry from ever establishing 
cont (1 ct with the store when dialing in a public 'phone booth, 

1 believe much of the parcel post package for Christmas 
have corns through alright although there was seme mention 
a while b a ck that Georgia °pinks was sending greetin s 
which haven't appeared, Eerh a ps the package went to Buckeye 
or perhaps she decided on holding ti b a ck for :i ew Tears . 


I shd 1 speak to J, H % about it au the morrow 

After vames had gone heme tonight, it 
occured to me that he undoubtedly might 

wu.nt stme .f the things, belonging to Blythe, in t he cabin 
for which she would have scant use and that she might be glad to 
let James have them and thus a\/oid the rigors 
of transporting them. Accordingly I called her 

and she seemed pleased. That call may save a lot of pulling and 
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Sunday, December 3 1st, 1061, 


hauling both by the Rands and the^egisters, It will 
be odd, in a,way, if thcRegisters take a house in town 
tn t he river and a t the s ame time have a camp tn 
the river down h$re, but they like this section 
and they can amply i fjord a camp and that is where thinqs 
stand at the moment, 

A telephone call from C rmen s sister reports that 
Carmen is in the hospital gain with bronchial diffic lties. 
ahis seems to repeat the pattern of last year when she 
had quite a long go at hospitalisation, I shall 
try to get in to say Howdy sometime on the morrow, 

Joe Henry's moving van made the,trip from 
Texas yesterday, or rather to Texas yesterday, and returned 
here, —that is in town, tonight, and Juanita A, will 
come tomorrow and, I hope, they will be able to 
set up housekeeping forthwith 

As for Juanita B,, remarkable . to ,r elate , 
she hasnot only failed to bring forth her child . 
on Hovember 25th but on Uecember 25th as well. 

Unless the old stork gets a move on, the newheir will turn 
^0 be a 1962 b^by inste d of a 1961 child. Several 
doctors have been looking after her. All agreed the 
child woul be a Hovember one, It really 
does seem extraordinary that 3uch scientific minds could 

get 30 faroff the beam and all agree as to the time element 
all be se wrong. 


out 


and 


vaes has prodded the a rtist into turninq 
out a couple of "all over flower" pictures 
which are almost up to the pxizc of her entire 
creations, the flowers I have above my desk here, 
really stunning and I can only marvel at the inate 
artistry they display, coming from the brush of 
one who, I think, often does every so much better 
than she herself ever comprehends., , ,, , 


They are 


Memo rand urn : 

* 

Fai%. ai dpleasantly cool yesterday 
and today, 

I was Relighted to find two a mail letters 
in Saturday s post, giving me such a comprehensive 
pi'Utre of Christmas in the Lyme area, 

I am gladthinjs went as well as they did 
and I am glad that the neighbor 
found something to do before the holidays 
: ;id wll have something for a little while after 
the beginning of the new year to ake up 
his time for it will undoubtedly make 
such periods much easier for all associates. It 
is good t* know, too, that there may be a respite 
from.work on the part of the girl friend who 
certainly dserves an opportunity to ct^ch her 
breath after all these years, 

-it is nicete know the particulars regard 
Christmas could be shared with her, — decanter, etc , , 
for somehow it always gives one added pleasure when 
such confidences can be shared, 

■•■hat little Miss Lee liked n jid somebody 
Knock"naturally delighted me. Seven letters 
in the past week have come to hand remarking 
upon the column which impressed me in coming at 
a time when so few people have time to 
write anything, I attached the 
column to a letter to Look regarding an article 
on "Heir to the Primitive Crown", It will 
be interesting to see if Look r«- 

fk Z 

de a little some thing 7 *out it by w a y of continuity. 
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James came dowi Saturday afternoon and we went to 
town /or supper, stopped at the hospital 
to look in on^armen. Her sister u/as standing 
guard over the patient and wouldn t let 
vames in but let me speak to the patient who 
seemed to be ougliing as with a cold hut otherwise 
appeared much as usual. I imagine she 
may be retuning home within a day or two. 

• 

B a ck home, we were chatting in the living 
room when J. H. appeared, clad in pajamas, certainly 
inadequate covering /or winter weather. He came to 
invite acmes to dinner today which ^ames accepted. 

And so we dined across the /ence today and it was all 
very pleasant, just the /our 0 / us. Juanita A. h a d arrive 
Saturday with the /urniture /rom a;id I reckon 

today must have been a busy one /or that household 
getting things unpacked and in order. 

■ ' Vi«i 1 

Along a bout 3:30 this a/ternoon while I 
was at the Unicorn House, giving the peacocks and 
pheasants their supper, Mrs. J a lker called 
and James took the mess ge. She asked i/ we 
expected to be home, saying she and husdand and 
mother would like to make a round. x hey 
came a bout 5, bearing much f egg nog and tiny meat 
pies qbout the size 0/ one s thumb a)id withall excellent. 
The p'ie3 were in an aluminum cha/ing dish that could be 
plugged into a /loor socket and s* were 
swerved piping hot, balancing very nicely against 
the /rosty egg nog. »e had a very 
pi a3ant sitting. 


James is scheduled to meet Kay at 
the JfewOrleans air port on Saturday, the sixth, where 
Kay will rest /or a day, a/ter which they will drive 
over to the 1 'arran home somewhere along the 
Sul ceusi where a stock holders meeting 
, coveringsome large gas producing business is 
_ concerned and /rom there will go on to 


r fi o £• '*6 1 draws to 
od oe among the gran 


Miss T.em 


close and may 
er yqsars /or little 








